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FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING

Instructional Technology Toolbox

Use Google Search Operators to Refine Search Results

Use the search operators below to more efficiently conduct a Google search by expanding or eliminating search results.
Most of the operators can be combined to even further narrow the focus of results. With the exception of AND, OR, NOT,
and *, do not include a space after the operator and the next word or phrase.

Operator | Function

AND Search for web pages that include both words
OR Search for web pages that include either word
NOT Exclude a keyword or phrase from search
“n Search for an exact phrase
* Search for a phrase with an unknown word or wildcard

Search for a keyword or phrase and a range of numbers

~ Include synonyms for a keyword or phrase in search

+ Search for web pages that include both words or phrases

Example
fish AND bass

Results will include both fish and bass.
Fish OR bass

Results will include fish or bass.
Politics NOT politician

Results will include politics but not politician.
“George Washington Carver”

Results will include George Washington
Carver, but George Washington will be
eliminated.

Hillary * Clinton

Results will include:
Hillary Clinton

Hillary R. Clinton
Hillary Rodham Clinton

“civil rights events” 1965...1970

Results will include civil rights events between
1965 and 1970.

Kahoot ~tutorial

Results will include:
Kahoot help
Kahoot guide
Kahoot documentation

hurricane +Puerto Rico Results will include

both hurricane and Puerto Rico.

For additional information, contact Lisa Brown at 665-6370 or brownl@montevallo.edu.
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Operator | Function Example
- Exclude a keyword or phrase from search jaguar —car

Results will include jaguar but not the car

jaguar.
allintext: Limit search to websites with multiple words in the allintitle:CNN Alabama elections
body, title, or URL
allintitle: Results will include sites with CNN in the title
and Alabama elections anywhere on the page.
allinurl:
intext: Limit search to websites with a single word or phrase in inurl:www.apple.com intext:iPad
the body, title or URL
intitle: Results would include web pages on the Apple
website with iPad in the page text.
inurl:
define: Search for definitions of words or phrases define:”absolute temperature”
filetype: Limit search to a specific file type “Kahoot instructions” filetype:pdf
Common file types:
.pdf Results would include pdf files of Kahoot
.ppt instructions.
.doc or .docx
Xls
site: Limit search to a specific domain or website kahoot site:edu
Top level domains
.edu Results will be university websites that
.org mention Kahoot.
.com
.gov "degree requirements" site:montevallo.edu
.net
Country domains Results will include pages on the UM website
.au — Australia that mention degree requirements.
.ca—Canada
.ch — Switzerland “Vietnam war” site:gov.vn
.cn —China
.et — Ethiopia Results would include Vietnam War on
fr—France governmental sites in Vietnam.

.us — United States of America

List of Country Domain Extensions
https://www.quackit.com/domain-
names/country _domain_extensions.cfm

For additional information, contact Lisa Brown at 665-6370 or brownl@montevallo.edu.


https://www.quackit.com/domain-names/country_domain_extensions.cfm
https://www.quackit.com/domain-names/country_domain_extensions.cfm

Malone Center

RN i, Instructional Technology Toolbox
Operator | Function Example
link: Search for websites that link to a specific webpage link:artsbma.org/collection/last-judgment/

Results will be websites that link to the
Birmingham Museum of Art webpage for the
Last Judgment painting.

related: Search for websites that are similar to a specific site related:redcross.org

Results will include pages that are similar to
the American Red Cross.

Helpful Hints

e In Google searches, word order matters. Google ranks the first word higher than the words that follow.

e To filter search results by pages that have recently been updated, click Search Tools on a Google search results
page. Click Any Time and change the filter to display a time frame.

e Hold down Control (Windows) or Command (Mac) and click a link on a Google search results page to open the
page in a new tab. This eliminates to need to click the Back Button to return to search results.

For additional information, contact Lisa Brown at 665-6370 or brownl@montevallo.edu.
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