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From Calkins Hall 
Dear Montevallo family, 

As you will see in this issue of Montevallo Today, there is 
abundant reason for celebration on the UM campus. 

During the longstanding and important tradition of 
Founders’ Day in October, our beloved University began 
celebrating the signifcant milestone of turning 125 years 
old. Tese frst 125 years have been flled with tremendous 
accomplishments that have created a legacy of developing 
well-rounded and successful students who are ready to 
change the world! 

Tis anniversary also prompts refection as we examine 
how the hard work of the past has helped Montevallo grow 
into the thriving, successful University it is today. 

In every part of the country, UM alumni are doing amazing work in their careers and in 
their communities, which is apparent throughout this magazine. Te University’s eforts to 
prepare these graduates for success continues to garner recognition from several prestigious 
organizations. 

In the past several months, UM has been named a College of Distinction for the 10th 
consecutive year, has been named one of the top universities in its class by U.S. News & World 
Report, including the No. 6 Best Value University in the South, and has received numerous 
other program-specifc accolades. 

Tese recognitions serve to confrm what the UM family already knows: Montevallo’s dedi-
cation to providing an intimate, high-quality liberal arts education is unique in Alabama, and 
the diference is clear. Tis commitment will continue to serve the University and its students 
for the next 125 years. 

Dr. John W. Stewart III 
UM President 

  Own a Piece of UM History 
To commemorate UM's 125th anniversary, Montevallo 
alum Nelson Grice ’94, M.Ed. ’96 is creating a limited 
number of cast bronze works of art incorporating the 
University’s seal, bricks, ginkgo leaf, falcon and Palmer 
gates. Each handmade piece is about 7" tall and 6" wide,  
and production will be limited to just 125 sculptures. 

Melanie Poole ’80 was the winner of University 
Advancement's online auction for the artist’s proof and  
was presented the proof by Grice on Founders’ Day. 

Order your piece of UM history now at 
montevallo.edu/um125 

On the Cover “A Bird’s Eye View of Campus of Te Alabama State College for Women 
at Montevallo” was drawn by art student Willa Hay and sponsored by the Alpha Gamma 
Chapter of Omicron Nu. Te 20-inch by 26-inch map was completed Dec. 4, 1932, and 
ofered a unique view of campus just in time for Christmas. MAP COURTESY OF UM ARCHIVES. 

Montevallo Today 
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FACULTY SPOTLIGHT 

BY EMILY REED 
Preserving the Past 

CC arey Heatherly has a penchant for 
uncovering things about the past, 
something he often does in his role 

as the UM archivist and special collections 
librarian. 

“I love being able to snoop through old 
documents and uncover interesting tidbits of 
information,” Heatherly said. “Reading old 
newspapers is one of my absolute favorite 
activities.” 

Heatherly, who also serves as a professor 
of information literacy, oversees the UM 
Archives, many of which contain documents 
of information stretching back to the frst 
days of the University in the 1890s. 

Since November 2007, Heatherly has been 
working at eforts to preserve and protect 
historical documents for future generations 
to use and reference. 

“For our older materials, the work [preserv-
ing] involves trying to organize documents 

and photographs in archival-friendly folders 
and boxes while making them discoverable 
and accessible to researchers,” Heatherly 
said. Preserving documents requires stor-
age in acid-inhibiting folders and boxes, 
removal of metal fasteners and notation on 
a fnding aid. “Tis helps in locating folders 
to pull for research, and to ensure they are 
returned,” Heatherly explained. Technology 
and digitization facilitate accessibility to and 
sharing of fragile physical materials. “It is not 
uncommon to show someone a rare, fragile 
item but then have them use a digital copy of 
it for their actual research,” Heatherly said. 
“Technology has also made the supplies we 
use better and more afordable.” 

Now many documents can be saved as 
PDFs, stored electronically and printed out 
if people need, but Heatherly notes that the 
number of digital-born items can sometimes 
be overwhelming. 

“Most people are surprised to know that 
we are actively collecting things from today. 
A program from a lecture or an event today is 
an archive-worthy piece tomorrow. Another 
surprising job responsibility involves moni-
toring temperature, humidity and light levels. 
An unstable environment greatly increases the 
rate of decline of papers and photographs.” 

Some of the interesting information 
Heatherly has come across throughout the 
years includes material found while he was 
doing research for a book he co-authored 
titled “Montevallo.” Over a period of time, 
he and Dr. Clark Hultquist stumbled across 
several newspaper articles as well as an Ala-
bama State Supreme Court case about a 1901 
dispute over horses that led to a gunfght on 
Main Street. “I really like the story because it 
took years of snooping and luck to piece the 
story together,” Heatherly said. 

Heatherly’s favorite document includes a 
letter from the 1920s from Alabama Game 
Supervisor I.T. Quinn to Alabama College 
Business Manager Edward Houston Wills. 
In the letter, Quinn is chiding administra-
tors for trapping squirrels out of season and 
relocating them to the UM campus. 

With so much history at UM, Heatherly 
said many archives are utilized frequently by 
students who are working on class projects 
or who have chosen a local history topic for 
their paper or digital exhibit. 

“Obviously, students and other campus 
constituents are our main researchers, but we 
often work with local ofcials, other archives 
around Alabama and the southeast, and 
alumni and relatives of alumni (as far away 
as Japan). We have also provided materials to 
academic researchers at other institutions.” 

“Te University of Montevallo has such a 
rich and storied past,” Heatherly said. “Te 
early materials point to the school in rural 
Alabama educating women to join the Amer-
ican workforce. Tat is a story worth telling 
through course catalogs, yearbooks, newspa-
pers and photographs. Without those things, 
I think the story is not as impactful.” 

Interested in learning more about the UM 
archives? Visit libguides.montevallo.edu. 

“I love being able to snoop through old documents and uncover 
interesting tidbits of information.” — Carey W. Heatherly 
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 

Claudia Bonney Amamoo 
UM involvement preparing path to United Nations 

BY EMILY REED 

Senior Claudia Bonney Amamoo made it 
a goal to be actively involved during her time 
as a student at UM. 

Amamoo said when deciding where she 
would attend college, she chose the Univer-
sity of Montevallo because she believed she 
belonged. “I was vastly impressed by the wel-
coming staf and the serene environment,” 
Amamoo said. “A signifcant highlight of my 
journey at Montevallo includes making life-
long friends, building an extensive network 
of alumni and faculty and developing skills 
in and out of the classroom.” 

“My time at the University has encouraged 
me to become more active, conscientious 
and knowledgeable,” Amamoo said. “Many 
of these qualities have been fostered through 
my interactions with the faculty, staf and 
fellow students.” 

Amamoo, originally from Accra, Ghana, 
is double-majoring in political science and 
Spanish. She serves as president of the Multi-
cultural Student Organization, vice president 
of the Future Alumni of Montevallo (FAM), 
a resident assistant, a McNair Scholar and a 
Minorities Achieving Dreams of Excellence 
(M.A.D.E.) ambassador. 

M.A.D.E. is a program dedicated to 
helping minority students navigate their 
college journey by providing them with 
resources. “M.A.D.E. provides a support-
ive environment for minority students to 
build a community of students, faculty and 
staf committed to their success,” Amamoo 
explained. She was one of the frst students 
to be involved with the program and was 
instrumental in its establishment. 

“I got involved with M.A.D.E. through 
networking with Jason Perry, student diver-
sity recruitment and retention coordinator,” 
Amamoo said. “I had previously worked 
with him as a member of the Students Today, 
Alumni Tomorrow organization which is 
now part of FAM, and as the vice president 
for the Black Student Union. 

Since joining M.A.D.E. as an ambassador, 
I have served on the social media committee 

and created content that expresses the spirit 
and mission of the program.” She has also 
participated in early orientation by speaking 
on the student panel and participating in 
Mentor Match Day where ambassadors are 
paired with new mentees in the program. 

M.A.D.E. ofers a two-day early orienta-
tion, which allows students an opportunity 
to move into their residence hall early, engage 
in interactive activities and get acclimated to 
a new environment. In addition, M.A.D.E. 
also ofers monthly educational meetings, 
coaching, networking opportunities and 
scholarships for its students and ambassadors. 

Amamoo has also served in many roles in 
other organizations on campus including the 
Environmental Club, Hispanic Student Or-
ganization, Falcon Scholars, SGA and tutor 
at the Learning Enrichment Center. 

Most days, Amamoo spends her time 
practicing yoga in the mornings before head-
ing to her foreign language senior seminar 

followed by her African politics and United 
Nations classes. 

“After classes, I either prepare for tutoring 
sessions at the Learning Enrichment Center 
or head to the Caf,” Amamoo said. “I usually 
end my day by studying for the LSAT and 
GRE or editing content for social media.” 

Amamoo had initially planned to visit 
Ghana in 2020 to see her family members 
whom she has not seen in six years. However, 
the COVID-19 pandemic halted her plans 
to return, and she hopes to visit in the next 
two years. “Tere have been signifcant de-
velopments in the nation since I last visited 
in 2014,” she said. “Mainly, I want to tour 
Kakum National Park, which has a forest 
canopy, and the Elmina Castle.” 

Amamoo said she hopes to apply her skills 
and experiences developed at UM to eventu-
ally becoming an immigration lawyer and a 
legal ofcer for the United Nations. 

montevallo.edu/alumni | 5 
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT 

Creating Opportunities 
Bill Denson’s decades of giving allows others to follow in his footsteps 

Making the short drive from his family’s 
home in Calera to attend classes each 
day as a UM student, Bill Denson ’65 felt 
as if he was entering a new world flled with 
opportunities and promise. 

Although Montevallo was only a few miles 
away from his hometown, Denson had never 
experienced anything like the atmosphere he 
found at the University. 

“It was a grand experience, and it felt like 
another world to me. I had great teachers 
and a lot of wonderful experiences there,” 
Denson said. “It was a small place — only 
1,400 students at that time — and every-
one knew everyone else. And it’s still small 
enough today to remain that way.” 

Because he lived so close to campus, Den-
son did not experience on-campus living. 
However, his involvement at the University 
allowed him to connect with friends he still 
has to this day. 

While working toward his bachelor’s 
degree in political science, Denson embod-

ied the spirit of a liberal arts education by 
playing baritone saxophone in the UM Wind 
Ensemble, getting involved with the history 
honor society and the Delta Teta Pi men’s 
leadership society, working in Carmichael 
Library and even taking golf lessons. 

At the beginning of each day, Denson 
placed his textbooks and classroom materials 
on a table in the library and returned to the 
table throughout the day to complete assign-
ments, study and socialize. 

“Since I didn’t live on campus, that was 
how I made friends,” Denson said. “Rather 
than keep everything in my car, I’d just leave 
it in the library all day, and nobody ever 
bothered it.” 

Denson credits the well-rounded ed-
ucation he received at Montevallo with 
preparing him to succeed at Emory Uni-
versity School of Law where he earned his 
juris doctorate. He worked at a Birmingham 
law frm for a few years and then enjoyed 
a 36-year career in the legal department of 

the Birmingham-based Vulcan Materials 
Company. 

Receiving multiple scholarships at UM 
and Emory allowed Denson to achieve his 
professional goals and retire in 2008 after a 
distinguished career. Troughout the years, 
Denson has made it a priority to give back to 
UM, thereby allowing future generations to 
enjoy the opportunities he had as a student. 

Denson chaired one of the frst major cap-
ital campaigns in UM’s history in the 1980s 
and served on the UM Board of Trustees 
from 1987 to 2000. He also served eight 
years on the University’s Foundation Board 
of Directors beginning in 2007. 

In a personal capacity, Denson and his 
wife, Deborah, have provided fnancial 
support to UM scholarships for more than 
three decades and established the Deborah 
D. and William F. Denson III Recruitment 
Scholarship in 2011. 

“I benefted greatly from Montevallo, and 
I think it’s important for people to give back 
if they have benefted. I’ve always tried to do 
what I could when I could,” Denson said. 

Denson said he and his wife have deeply 
enjoyed meeting the recipients of their schol-
arships at donor recognition events and other 
campus activities and look forward to being 
able to participate in those events again as 
soon as the COVID-19 pandemic subsides. 

“We really enjoy hearing about their lives 
and what they want to do. Tere are so many 
wonderful students that have come through 
Montevallo, and we’ve been fortunate to 
meet some of them,” Denson said. “You 
don’t always know what beneft your giving 
has provided. You just know that somewhere 
out there it helps someone, and that’s about 
all one could hope for.” 

Make your gift TODAY! 
montevallo.edu/give 
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CAMPUS NEWS 

  

UM Fishing Team Wins School of the Year 
Te University’s bass fshing team topped more than 200 collegiate fshing pro-

grams throughout the nation during the 2020-2021 season to earn the distinction of 
the Bass Pro Shop’s School of the Year presented by Abu Garcia. 

Troughout the year, the UM fshing team competed in many tournaments against 
some of the largest universities in the nation and earned points based on their perfor-
mance. In May 2021, UM had amassed the most cumulative points of any team in 
the nation, taking home the team’s frst School of the Year honor. During a successful 
season, the team, which is a part of the UM President’s Outdoor Scholars Program, 
took over the top ranking in the national standings in November 2020 and never 
relinquished its lead. 

Campus Enrollment 
Continues to Grow 

UM continued to see enrollment growth 
in fall 2021, posting its highest overall en-
rollment in several years.  

Te University began the fall semester 
in August with a total enrollment of about 
2,700, which is up about 4% since the fall 
2019 semester. UM welcomed 527 freshmen 
this semester, which is its largest freshman 
class since 2015. 

Montevallo’s graduate programs in the 
Stephens College of Business and College of 
Education and Human Development con-
tinued to see particularly strong enrollment 
growth. 

U N I V E R S I T Y O F M O N T E V A L L O 

University Announces Addition 
of Collegiate Cycling 

Te University will feld a collegiate cycling team beginning in fall 2022 with a new home trail 
close to the UM campus. Members of the cycling team will be ofered scholarships and will be led by 
head coach Dr. Shawn Mitchell, associate professor of health and human sciences at UM. 

Te University is planning to transform the former Montevallo Golf Club into a premier course 
which will serve as the home trail for the team. Te course will host competitions regularly, bringing 
hundreds of visitors to Shelby County and the City of Montevallo, strengthening the area’s economy.

 Once completed, the new course will also feature a bike shop, wash station with storage and work 
areas for each student-athlete on the team. 

UM will continue to operate the former golf course’s driving range for members of the community.
 Learn more at montevallo.edu/cycling. 

montevallo.edu/alumni | 7 
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CAMPUS NEWS 

U.S. News & World Report Names UM 
Among Top Schools in the South 

For the 13th consecutive year, the University continued to be the top-ranked public regional 
university in Alabama and again earned a plethora of other accolades in U.S. News & World Report’s 
2022 Best Colleges rankings. 

Te publication released the rankings in September 2021, and UM earned praise for its high value 
to students, service to veterans and for being one of the top regional public universities in the South. 

Montevallo was named the best value out of all Alabama regional universities included in the rank-
ings and climbed signifcantly from its 2021 Best Value School rankings to place No. 6 in the South. 

Academic Project Adds Music Wall at Child Study Center 
Since the start of the fall 2021 semester, 

an innovative project completed by UM 
alum Katharine Murray ’20 and her faculty 
mentor Tanner Young, allows children at the 
Child Study Center to make their own music 
on the center’s playground. 

Murray, a member of the University’s 
TRIO McNair Scholars program who earned 
a bachelor’s degree in art from UM last year, 
and Young, assistant professor of art, cele-
brated the ribbon cutting for the interactive 
art music wall on May 22. 

Te wall received fnancial support from 
the UM Green Fund and McNair Scholars 
program. It was constructed using recycled 
materials Murray collected from Child Study 
Center parents including pots and pans, old 
grills, baking pans and more. 

2021-2022 
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UM named College of Distinction 
for 10th Consecutive Year 

For the 10th consecutive year, the University was named to 
the prestigious national Colleges of Distinction list in July 2021, 
remaining one of only three public higher education institutions in 
the state to achieve the honor. 

In addition to again earning the overall Colleges of Distinction 
designation, UM also achieved program-specifc recognition for the 
Stephens College of Business and the College of Education and Hu-
man Development. Montevallo was also awarded for its eforts to 
prepare students for their careers after graduation and for support-
ing its military related students and employees. 



 

Coordinated Program in Dietetics 
Named One of Top in Nation 

Montevallo’s Coordinated Program in Dietetics is one of the top nutrition bache-
lor’s degree programs in the country according to a nationwide ranking compiled by 
Healthdegrees.com. 

UM ranked No. 7 on the website’s list of the 25 Best Nutrition Bachelor’s Degrees 
in the nation and was the only university in Alabama to make the list. 

Te website formulated the rankings by researching accredited institutions focused 
on quality and opportunity. Programs were ranked according to their reputation, 
salary potential and tuition cost using data from U.S. News & World Report, Niche, 
IPEDS and College Scorecard. 

Broadcast Studio 
Named in Jordan’s 

Memory 
Te University is proud to announce 

the naming of the Andy Jordan Broadcast 
Studio in Strong Hall thanks to an anony-
mous gift in memory of J ordan. A plaque 
has been placed outside the studio space that 
reads, “Te Andy J  ordan B roadcast Studio is 
named in memory of Mr. Andy J  ordan ’00  
‘Looking good, Gold Side!’” 

Te Andy Jordan Broadcast Studio will 
serve to honor the memory of a man who 
was well-loved during his time on the bricks. 

Read more at montevallo.edu/broadcast 
-studio. 

Truss Named Dean of 
College of Arts & Sciences 

Dr. Ruth Truss ’82 was promoted to dean of the College of Arts & Sciences in 
August 2021 after serving in an interim capacity for the past few years. 

Truss joined the Department of Behavioral and Social Sciences in 1993 as an 
adjunct instructor and joined the faculty full-time in 1998. She has taught a variety of 
courses during her time at the University including World Civilizations, U.S. History, 
Alabama History, the Civil War and Reconstruction, World War I, World War II, 
U.S. History 1900-1945, Colonial America and U.S. Diplomatic History. 

She earned her bachelor’s degree from UM with double majors in mathematics and 
history, and she holds a master’s degree and doctorate in history from Te University 
of Alabama. 

Learn more about these top stories and stay informed on UM updates at montevallo.edu/news 

montevallo.edu/alumni | 9 
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CAMPUS NEWS

Renovations Modernize Carmichael 
Library and Harman Hall

Over the last several months, a pair of 
renovation projects has helped modernize 
UM’s Carmichael Library, Harman Hall and 
Sims House allowing programs in the two 
facilities to better serve students, faculty and 
the community. 

Carmichael Library transformed 
Throughout summer 2021, crews worked 

to transform several areas of the library 

into state-of-the-art spaces for instruction, 
research and technology. The library renova-
tions were complete when students returned
to campus for the fall 2021 semester.

 Through the project, the University’s 
Anna Crawford Milner Archives were moved
from the bottom floor to the top floor allow
ing for easier access and a greatly expanded 
space. The location is complemented by the
Pat Scales Special Collections Room which 
was built in 2017 and includes more than 
3,000 items donated by Pat Scales ’66 in-
cluding first-edition Caldecott and Newbery
Medal-winning books, children’s and young
adult literature of historical significance, 
pop-up books, intellectual freedom papers, 
correspondence and memorabilia. The 
renovation added new walls to the top floor,
replaced lighting, added new carpet and 
installed humidity controls to help preserve 
the archive’s extensive collection of historic 
documents. New exterior windows on the 
library’s north side also allow for more ad-
vanced humidity control in the archives. 

The former archives space on the library’s 
bottom floor was renovated to house the 

 Digital Media Lab’s classroom, 3D printer 
space, student lab and office space. 

Also on the lower floor, the EBSCO 
 Classroom saw a complete remodel with 

- new lighting, carpet and updated computer 
lab furniture conducive to interactive and 

 collaborative learning. 

Harman Hall sees updates
Students in the College of Arts & Sciences 

also received significantly updated learning 
 and research spaces in Harman Hall thanks 
 to the generosity of donors. When students 

in the college’s math and science curricula 
arrived on campus for the fall semester they 
were met with modernized chemistry and bi-

 ology labs on the first floor of Harman Hall. 
The project gave a much-needed upgrade 

to the building’s labs and will allow facul-
ty to better prepare students to engage in 
meaningful undergraduate research while 
preparing them for successful futures in the 
math and science fields.

Renovated lab in Harman Hall.

Entrance to the University’s new 
Archives and Special Collections.
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Dr. Bernice A. King (left) offered words of wisdom during 
the discussion moderated by Dr. Lolita Kincade (right). 

Dr. Wilson Fallin Jr. Lecture Series 
Debuts with Dr. Bernice A. King 

BY EMILY REED 

The University of Montevallo welcomed 
Dr. Bernice A. King as the inaugural speaker 
for a lecture series that launched on Oct. 7 
at the campus’ newly constructed Center for 
the Arts. 

In May, the Board of Trustees established 
the Dr. Wilson Fallin Jr. Lecture Series 
to honor the history professor emeritus’ 
dedication to civil rights, social justice and 
higher education. Fallin is a UM alum who 
has served the University and community for 
more than 28 years. 

Te evening began with an introduction 
by Dr. Gregory Samuels, the University’s 
chief diversity and inclusion ofcer and asso-
ciate professor of secondary education, who 
challenged those in attendance to be guided 
by light and love. 

Dr. Lolita Kincade, assistant professor 
of human development, family studies and 
counseling, moderated a discussion session 
that featured King, who spoke about several 
topics including the time she realized she was 
called to become a preacher like her father, 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. King spoke about 
being just fve years old when her father was 
assassinated and recalled later hearing an inner 
voice at the age of 16 telling her she would 
become a preacher like her father one day. 

King is now an orator, peace advocate 
and the chief executive ofcer of the Martin 

Luther King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social 
Change, also known as Te King Center. 

She discussed how her father was aligned 
with truth and righteousness, and how she 
works to understand the worth of every 
human being. 

“We want to make decisions that come 
from a desire of wanting the ultimate best 
for everyone,” King said. “People often draw 
from what is comfortable, but not always 
what is right.” 

Addressing social justice, King explained 
justice will prevail as long as people work to-
ward that cause and align with it. “We are not 
the frst generation to come through injustice, 
and we will not be the last,” King said. “Te 
darkest hour is always before dawn. We might 
have a dark hour, but we will have a dawn.” 

King said with the ongoing social challeng-
es facing the country, she tries to help people 
understand that everyone is part of a family. 

“I like for people to think of themselves as 
more than just an ally, because an ally means 
I am helping you with your problem,” King 
said. “Tis is not a Black problem but a prob-
lem of humanity, a problem of a sick society; 
white supremacy and racism run deep across 
the globe. It is a sickness we have been dealing 
with from generation to generation, but we 
are nevertheless part of each other, part of the 
human family. But we have to fght racism 

and structural racism — institutional racism 
— together. It is a mindset change frst.” 

After the moderated session, Fallin said he 
was honored to have King speak at the in-
augural lecture. He recalled a time when Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. asked to use Fallin’s 
church in Bessemer as a gathering place for 
individuals prior to King’s march on Wash-
ington. “It really means a lot to me that Dr. 
Bernice King would come and speak,” Fallin 
said. “She carries a wonderful legacy.” 

Te Dr. Wilson Fallin Jr. Lecture Series, 
established by the University’s Black Heritage 
Committee, highlights educational and 
socio-cultural topics related to African Amer-
ican heritage, social justice and racial justice. 

Upcoming lectures will feature a national-
ly-renowned expert in these subjects and will 
engage students on topics and inquiries on 
societal and educational issues. Te lecture 
series has been recognized by the Alabama 
Legislature for its importance.

 Following the moderated session, a book 
signing and reception was held in the lobby of 
the Center for the Arts. Te evening conclud-
ed with a M.A.D.E. (Minorities Achieving 
Dreams of Excellence) student reception 
moderated by Josiah Garrett, Black Heritage 
Committee student representative, in the 
Michael and Sue Meadows Black Box Teatre. 
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ATHLETICS 

UM Inducts 2021 Athletics Hall of Fame 

12 | Montevallo Today 

The Department of Athletics hosted 
the 2021 Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony June 12 in Trustmark 

Arena in the McChesney Student Activity 
Center honoring former Falcons who made 
a lasting impact, whether from athletic 
accomplishment or meritorious service. Te 
11-member Montevallo Athletics Hall of 
Fame committee was tasked with selecting 
some of the best individuals to ever wear the 
purple and gold. Te 2021 class joins an elite 
group of Montevallo Hall of Famers that 
now includes 128 individuals and six teams. 

Te evening began with a welcome from 
Brett Batchelor, a former golf student-athlete 
who graduated the month prior to the event, 
and sports radio personality Jim Dunaway 
’88 served as the event’s emcee. 

Te following inductees were named to 
the Montevallo Athletics Hall of Fame Class 
of 2021: 

Troran Brown ’15 was a three-year 
member of the men’s basketball team from 
2012-2015. Te Phoenix, Arizona, native led 
the Peach Belt Conference with 19.6 points 
with 6.1 assists per game in 2014-2015, 
ending his career with the all-time assists 
record for Montevallo and the conference. 
During his senior season, Brown was named 
the Peach Belt Conference Player of the Year 
for the second time in his career. He was also 
named an NABC All-American, Basketball 
Times First Team All-American, Division II 
Bulletin Second Team All-American, Dak-
tronics Tird Team All-American, Confer-
ence Commissioners Association Tird Team 
All-American, the Daktronics Southeast 
Region Player of the Year and an NABC 
First-Team All-Southeast District selection. 

Bufe Burson ’89, M.Ed. ’91, a two-year 
letter winner as a member of the women’s 

basketball team, began her legendary coaching 
career as a graduate assistant coach at Mon-
tevallo. After her time at UM, the St. Louis, 
native spent three years as an assistant coach 
at Shorter University in Rome, Georgia. In 
1994, Burson was named head coach at the 
University of North Georgia where she has re-
mained since. In 26 years as the North Geor-
gia head coach, Burson has posted 21 winning 
seasons, 12 national tournament appearances 
and four NCAA tournament appearances. 

Robert C. “Bob” Chapman ’63 was a 
member of the inaugural club basketball pro-
gram at Montevallo and a former UM Foun-
dation Board member. He completed his 
bachelor of science in chemistry with minors 
in biology and math and graduated from 
Alabama College in 1963. After receiving 
his master of science degree in Hospital and 
Healthcare Administration at UAB, he began 
a 37-year career in healthcare administration. 
Chapman is a former president and CEO of 
Eastern Health System in Birmingham. 

Kevin Fowler ’91 was a pitcher for the 
UM baseball team from 1986-1989. Fowler 
made history on March 23, 1989, when he 
threw the only perfect game in Montevallo 
history against Baldwin Wallace Univer-
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sity. His time at Montevallo is refected 
throughout the record books with multiple 
achievements including frst in career innings 
pitched with 311.1, second in career wins 
with 26, second in career strikeouts with 
201, second all-time in career appearances 
with 74, second in career games started with 
46 and third in career complete games with 
18. Fowler went on to be selected by the Tex-
as Rangers in the 37th round with the 948th 
pick in the 1989 MLB Draft. 

Brendan Ledgeway ’13 was a goalkeeper 
for the UM men’s soccer team for four years. 
During his time at UM, Ledgeway estab-
lished several season and career records that 
still stand today including the lowest career 
goals against average, the longest scoreless 
streak in a season, most career shutouts and 
most career wins in Falcon history. In 2013, 
Ledgeway’s senior season, he was named 
Second Team Daktronics NCAA Division 
II All-Southeast Region and Tird Team 
NSCAA Division II All-Southeast Region. 

Tammy Richardson ’80, a graduate of 
Selma High School, was a student assistant 
for the volleyball team from 1976-1980. 
Richardson has become the winningest 
high school volleyball coach in the history 
of Alabama high school athletics. She has 
earned more than 1,400 victories and played 
a key role in the development of the AHSAA 
Volleyball Elite Eight tournament. Richard-
son has spent more than three decades in the 
sport of volleyball with coaching stints at 
several high schools in Alabama. 

Chris Stewart ’92 has been a broadcaster 
since 1988. In 2009, he was honored with 
the UMNAA Nathalie Molton Gibbons 
Alumni Achievement Award for his ex-
ceptional career in the broadcasting feld. 
Stewart is in his 19th season as Te Universi-
ty of Alabama’s men’s basketball play-by-play 
announcer for the Crimson Tide Sports Net-
work. In addition to his role as the voice of 
Crimson Tide basketball, the Fairfeld native 
also serves as the broadcast host for CTSN’s 
radio coverage of Crimson Tide football and 
is the television host of “Te Nick Saban 
Show” and “Te Nate Oats Show.” He is also 
the play-by-play announcer for UA baseball. 
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1 Athletics Hall of Fame Class of 2021 with emcee Jim Dunaway ’88 (far left) and UM Athletic Director Mark 
Richard (far right); 2 Inductee Troran Brown ’15 and Lonnie Edwards ’71; 3 Inductee Kevin Fowler ’91 with 

family; 4 Inductee Buffe Burson ’89, M.Ed. ’91 and UM women s basketball head coach Gary Van Atta; 
5 UM men s soccer head coach Bruce Dieterle. inductee Brendan Ledgeway ’13 and professor emeritus 

Dr. Harry Hamilton; 6 Inductee Chris Stewart ’92 with his family; 7 Inductee Bob Chapman ’63 with family. 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

UMNAA AWARDS 

UMNAA HONORS ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT 
One of the highlights of Founders’ Day is the UM National Alumni Association awards recognition 

which honors a University staf member, faculty member and alum for their commitment and dedication 
to the University. Tis year, UMNAA had the pleasure of honoring three recipients who are all alumni, 

and the Junior Alumni Board recognized the inaugural 15 Within 15 recipients. 
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Outstanding Staf 
Service Award 

UM Director of Counseling Services Josh 
Miller M.Ed. ’07 received the 2021 Out-
standing Staf Service Award. 

Troughout his time on campus, he has 
worked to grow and strengthen the Universi-
ty’s counseling programs for students, faculty 

and staf, and routinely receives strong praise 
from the clients he serves. 

“Josh leads his staf through each student 
crisis with a steady hand and professional, 
compassionate approach, saving lives along 
the way,” Dr. Tammi Dahle ’92, M.Ed. ’95, 
vice president for Enrollment and Student 
Afairs and dean of students, wrote in her 
letter supporting Miller’s nomination. 

Miller recently oversaw the renovation of 
Puryear House on Middle Street into the 
new Grainger Family Center for Personal 
Development which houses Counseling 
Services, the Falcon Food Pantry and the 
Student Emergency Assistance Program. 

“We have had the privilege of working 
with Josh for a few years and are continually 
impressed and appreciative of the skill and 
empathy he displays,” Michael Grainger ’73 
wrote in a letter supporting Miller’s nomina-
tion. “(My wife) Donna ’74 and I have met 
with great people at Montevallo. Josh is one 
of the best.” 

Outstanding Commitment 
to Teaching Award 

Dr. Bruce Finklea ’07, associate professor 
and coordinator of the Mass Communication 
program, received the 2021 Outstanding 
Commitment to Teaching Award for the 
impact he has had on students during his 
teaching tenure. 

Finklea has earned several national awards 
from the Broadcast Education Association 
and National Broadcast Society, was featured 
in two communication-focused textbooks, 
contributed to the International Encyclo-
pedia of Media Efects and co-authored the 
textbook “Fundamentals of Media Efects.” 

Finklea teaches several mass communica-
tion courses each semester and is praised by 
current and former students. 

“He listens, guides and pushes students 
to be their very best because he genuinely 
cares,” Kaley Martin ’16 wrote in her letter 
supporting Finklea’s nomination. “During my 
frst moments at Orientation Day, Dr. Finklea 
made me feel like I truly belonged at Mon-
tevallo. He has never stopped this endeavor, 
and I believe he will continue showing stu-
dents this is the place where they can belong.” 

Senior mass communication student Jona-
than Weed agreed, “I have been thankful for 
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having a great educator and mentor that works 
hard for his students every day. He continues 
to build an incredible Mass Communication 
program at Montevallo that I am so proud 
to be a part of, and I cannot wait for the pro-
gram’s future success under his guidance.” 

Mary Lou Elder Williams 
Alumni Loyalty Award 

Sandi Falkenhagen ’68 received the 2021 
Mary Lou Elder Williams Alumni Loyalty 
Award which is given annually to an alum 
who demonstrates loyalty to UM through 
contributions of time, talent and resources. 

Falkenhagen retired in 2008 as president 
of the Birmingham-based Arthritis Founda-
tion and has served the University in many 
capacities over the years. She is a member of 
the 1896 Society and served on the Alumni 
Board of Directors for 13 years, chairing 
multiple committees. She has also been 
actively involved with the Jeferson County 
Alumni Club for decades and takes a hands-
on approach toward making alumni events 
successful. 

Falkenhagen received the University’s Na-
thalie Molton Gibbons Alumni Achievement 
Award in 1990. 

“Sandi is truly deserving of this award for 
several notable reasons. She has been actively 
participating in and supportive of various 
University events ever since graduating from 
Alabama College,” Dr. Paul Doran Jr. ’68 said 
in his letter recommending Falkenhagen for 
the award. “I am so appreciative of Sandi’s 
desire to actively participate in and provide 
leadership to our Alumni Association, its 
members and more specifcally my alma 
mater. Her dedication has made a diference 
in the success of this University.” 
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All photos by Bell Jackson ’22 66 

1 (from left) Recipients Dr. Bruce Finklea ’07, Sandi 
Falkenhagen ’68 and Josh Miller M.Ed. ’07; 2 Dr. 
Bruce Finklea makes his remarks to the audience; 
3 Cynthia Todd ’80 and Josh Miller; 4 Cynthia Todd, 
Sandi Falkenhagen and Megan Randolph ’06; 5 Alumni 
Loyalty honorees in attendance: (from left, front row) 
Karen Kelly ’80, Sandi Falkenhagen ’68, Kit Waters 
’78, Betty Walker ’75, (back row) Dr. Paul Doran Jr. 
’68, Michael Grainger ’73, Kirk Lightfoot ’76, Jeffrey 
Purvis ’02, MBA ’16, Tom Walker ’75; 6 15 Within 15 
recipients in attendance: (from left, front row) Justin 
Averette ’06, Daniel McBrayer ’08, Jason Perry ’18, 
M.Ed. ’20, (back row) Randall Porter ’11, Dr. Jefferson 
Walker ’08, Heather Buckner ’14, Kelli Solomon ’06, 
Jason Styres ’06. 
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FOUNDERS’ DAY 

University of Montevallo Celebrates 
Quasquicentennial Anniversary 

Te University of Montevallo celebrated 
125 years on Founders’ Day Oct. 14 on 
Main Quad. Founders’ Day is an occasion to 
not only honor the founding of the Universi-
ty but also to recognize individuals who have 
distinguished themselves. 

Te sun shone on the procession of UM 
faculty members, followed by the graduating 
seniors, as they advanced under the arch-

way of Bowers Colonnade and took their 
seats for the ceremony. After an invocation 
by Anakate Andrasko, president of UM’s 
Student Government Association, and the 
singing of the National Anthem by music 
student Elicia Freeman, President John 
W. Stewart III welcomed administrators, 
faculty, staf, alumni, families and friends to 
the outdoor location, a departure from the 
traditional Palmer Hall Auditorium, due 
to concerns related to COVID-19. Stew-
art refected briefy on the history of the 
University from its origin to the present with 
emphasis on the past two years. 

“Tis institution was born of challenge, 
born of progress and change, and it is our 
adaptability that continues to ensure success 
in both the classroom and later for our stu-
dents in society,” Stewart said. “I stand here 
today, both grateful and proud.” 

Dr. Mary Beth Armstrong, provost and 
vice president for academic afairs, presided 

over the traditional investiture of the senior 
class, personally robing Heather Collier, 
senior class president, who led the senior 
pledge. 

Following tradition, in the days leading up 
to Founders’ Day, an ornamental “crook,” (a 
walking stick) is hidden somewhere on the 
UM campus, and the student or students 
who follow publicized clues and locate the 
crook receive an award. Tis year’s successful 
sleuths were Katy Barnes, Lucy Frost-Helms, 
Rachel Johnson and Cole Swain. 

Te 2021 President’s Award, presented 
by the Hon. Todd Strange ’66, chair of the 
UM Board of Trustees, went to Dr. Carl A. 
Stockton, chancellor of Auburn University 
at Montgomery. Stockton was recognized for 
his eforts to make the COVID-19 vaccine 
available to UM faculty and staf in the early 
months of the pandemic, thus enabling the 
University to continue its mission to educate 
its students. 

16 | Montevallo Today 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Professor Carey W. Heatherly, archive and 
special collections librarian, was the keynote 
speaker. He recounted the history of the 
University from the inception of the idea in 
the mind of Julia Tutwiler to current day, 
including amusing anecdotes and recogni-
tion of outstanding persons who contributed 
to the success of the school along the way. 
He was presented with a plaque honoring 
his diligence in preserving the history of the 
University.  

Te University of Montevallo Concert 
Choir, under the direction of Dr. Melinda S. 
Doyle, sang the Roy Ringwald arrangement 
of “Deep River.”  

Dr. Steven Peters, dean of the College of 
Fine Arts, presented the University Scholar 
award to Dr. Tifany Wang, associate profes-
sor of communication studies and director 
of the Progression to Profession Quality 
Enhancement Plan (P2P). Te University 
Scholar is recognized for exhibiting exemplary 
strides in creativity, research and scholarship. 

Dr. Ray Ozley, associate professor of 
communication and president of the Faculty 
Senate, presented the Faculty Service Award 
to Dr. Cynthia Tidwell ’94, professor of 
chemistry and coordinator of the Under-
graduate Research Program. Tidwell was 
recognized for her accessibility to students 
and her leadership in the promotion of 
undergraduate research. 

In addition, Ozley presented a proclama-
tion by the Faculty Senate recognizing the 
eforts of the University staf who continually 
provide support functions necessary for daily 
operations, particularly during the recent pan-
demic. Many logistical changes were necessary 
to keep the University viable during periods 

of quarantine, and many staf members were 
critical in facilitating these adjustments. 

Cynthia Todd ’88, president of the 
University of Montevallo National Alumni 
Association, presented awards to three indi-
viduals selected by the UMNAA Board of 
Directors. All three alums were chosen based 
on their dedication to the University and the 
accomplishments they have made in their 
personal and professional lives. 

After closing ceremonies, attendees were 
treated to a picnic lunch on King Quad, fol-
lowed by several events across campus. Te 
day concluded with the dedication of the 
Toreau Cabin at University Lake, the Read-
ers’ Teatre Presentation at the Center for 

the Arts and a UMNAA Awards recognition 
reception at Anna Irvin Dining Hall. 

Opposite page: (from left) Dr. John W. Stewart III, Josh 
Miller M.Ed. ’07, Cynthia Todd ’80, Sandi Falkenhagen 
’68, Dr. Tiffany Wang, Dr. Cynthia Tidwell ’94, Dr. Bruce 
Finklea ’07, Dr. Ray Ozley, Dr. Carl A. Stockton and  the 
Hon. Todd Strange ’66; below, left: On behalf of UM 
staff, Brian Prady, UM Staff Senate president, accepts a 
proclamation by the Faculty Senate from Dr. Ray Ozley; 
below, top: During Founders’ Day, a group of alumni and 
faculty presented the readers’ theatre presentation “We 
Will Sing for Montevallo,” directed by Dr. Jefferson Walker 
’08. Performers (from left): Dr. Qshequilla Parham 
Mitchell, Alicia McDonald Smith ’06, Richie Lisenby 
’11, Barbara Sloan ’72, Dr. Walker, Zachary Banks ’08, 
Mary Reid Howard ’91, Meredith Rushing Waggoner 
’90 and Dr. Patrick Evans ’88; below, bottom: Carey W. 
Heatherly delivers the keynote address at the Founders’ 
Day convocation. 
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Reynolds Hall 

Art class 1910 

The First125 
In October 1896, the Alabama Girls’ Industrial School opened 
its doors to about 150 women from across Alabama. Since that day 
125 years ago, the University of Montevallo has grown from its 
beginnings as an all-female industrial school focusing on preparing 
women to become telegraph operators, bookkeepers and artists into 
a thriving four-college University with tens of thousands of alumni. 
Milestones in the University’s frst 125 years have built a foundation 
for UM to thrive well into the future. 



 

1893 A bill passes the Alabama Legislature 
to establish “an industrial school for girls.” 

1896 Alabama Girls’ Industrial School 
opens its doors to students Oct. 12, in 
what is now Reynolds Hall, with Henry 
Clay Reynolds as president. Te school 
ofered a new form of academic education 
for women. 

1897 Construction on Main Hall  
(West Wing) begins. 

1899 Dr. Francis Peterson becomes 
president. 

1902 Purple and gold are adopted as the 
school’s colors. 

1907 Dr. Tomas Palmer becomes 
president. Te school’s frst yearbook, the 
Chiaroscuro, is published. Te Central 
Wing of Main Hall is completed. 

1908 King House and its surrounding 
property are purchased, expanding the 
college’s campus footprint. Te East Wing 
of Main Hall is completed. 

1911 Alabama Girls’ Industrial School 
becomes Alabama Girls’ Technical 
Institute. Te Tower is built on campus. 
Te Chiaroscuro was renamed the Technala. 

1913 Te school’s Athletic 
Association is organized. 

1915 Bloch Hall is the 
frst building constructed 
specifcally for the school. 
Jeter Hall is constructed as 
an elementary school. 

1916 Te Student Government Association 
is established. 

1917 Calkins Hall is built as the 
University’s music building. 

1919 Te frst College Night is held. 

1921 Purple vs. Gold College Night sides 
begin. 

1922 Alabama Girls’ Technical Institute 
grants its frst four-year degree at the 1922 
commencement. 

1923 Alabama Girls’ Technical Institute  
becomes Alabama College. Wills Hall is 
constructed to serve as the University’s 
library. 

1924 Te Van Guard, the frst student 
newspaper, is published and renamed  
Te Alabamian after two printings. 

1925 Alabama College is accredited by 
the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools. Te Speech program and the 
Social Work program become the frst of 
their kind in Alabama. Ramsay Hall is built 
as the second dormitory on campus. 

1926 Dr. Oliver Carmichael becomes 
president. Te “Hiding of the Crook” 
tradition begins during Founders’ Week. 
Flowerhill is constructed as the home for 
the president of the University. 

1929 Alabama College celebrates its frst 
radio broadcast (WAPI). Hanson Hall is 
constructed as a dorm for 200 students. 

1930 Construction on Palmer Hall  
is completed. 

1932 Te student literary magazine,  
Te Tower, is published for the frst time. 

1935 Dr. Arthur Harman becomes 
president. Construction begins on Old 
Gym (previously Bibb Graves). 

Early faculty 1897 

Cooking class 1910 

Bloch Hall 

Social Work professor 
Myrtle Brooke 

Founders’ Day 1940s 



1940 The Technala is renamed the Montage. 
Tutwiler is built as a dorm for the senior 
class. Humanities Hall (previously Comer) 
is dedicated.

1947 Dr. John Caldwell becomes president. 

1948 Students (with special permission) are 
allowed to have a car on campus. 

1950 The Purple and Gold sides  
begin producing original musicals for 
College Night.

1951 McCall Pool is constructed.

1952 Dr. Franz Lund becomes president. 

1954 Child Study Center is constructed.

1955 Montevallo’s graduate program  
is established. 

1956 Alabama College becomes co-ed 
with two men enrolling in January. By 
September, there are 35 men enrolled. 

1957 Dr. Howard Phillips becomes 
president. The college’s first intercollegiate 
athletic team — baseball — is formed. 
Napier Hall is built and dedicated during 
Founders’ Day.

1958 The school’s first male SGA president 
is elected. 

1959 UM’s athletic teams adopt the name 
Falcons. Anna Irvin Dining Hall and 
Brooke Hall are constructed.

1961 Fuller Hall is constructed. 

1963 Dr. Delos Culp becomes president. 

1964 The first fraternities are started on 
campus. Myrick Hall opens as the new 
gymnasium. Men’s basketball is established.

1965 Jeter Hall is transformed from the 
elementary school into the social sciences 
building. Farmer Hall is constructed.

1967 Hill House is constructed.

1968 Dr. Kermit Johnson becomes 
president. Carmichael Library is completed. 
The school is integrated peacefully as three 
Black female students enroll for the fall 
semester; they are followed the next fall by 
two Black male student-athletes. Harman 
Hall is completed.

1969 Alabama College becomes the 
University of Montevallo. Three colleges are 
established — the College of Business, the 
College of Education and the College of 
Liberal Arts. Lund Hall is constructed.

1971 Chi Omega and Alpha Delta Pi 
sororities are established. Davis Hall is 
constructed.

1972 Phi Mu and Alpha Gamma Delta 
sororities are established. Alpha Tau 
Omega and Lambda Chi Alpha fraternities 
are established. Wallace Hall is built for 
the Department of Speech Pathology 
and Audiology. Women’s basketball and 
volleyball programs are established.

1973 The College of Fine Arts is formed.

1976 Morgan Hall is constructed.

1977 Dr. James Vickrey Jr. becomes 
president. The Cafeteria (The Caf ) is 
attached to the preexisting Anna Irvin 
Dining Hall. Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc. is established.

Dr. John Caldwell

Finders of the Crook

College Night

McCall Pool

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
charter members



 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

  

1978 Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. are 
established. 

1981 Peck Hall is constructed. 

1989 Dr. John W. Stewart becomes 
president. 

1990 Te John W. Stewart Student Retreat 
is constructed. Delta Gamma sorority is 
established. 

1991 Te Mass Communication Building 
is completed. 

1992 Dr. Robert McChesney becomes 
president. 

1994 Men’s soccer program is established. 

1995 Women’s soccer and golf programs 
are established. Alpha Kappa Lambda 
fraternity and Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, 
Inc. are established. 

1996 Te University of Montevallo 
celebrates its centennial. 

1998 Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. is 
established. 

1999 Bowers Colonnade is constructed. 

2003 UM Professor of Art Ted Metz 
unveils the Becoming sculpture on the UM 
campus signifying the theme of learning 
through the student/teacher relationship. 

2004 Te Student Activity Center (now 
the Robert M. McChesney Student 
Activity Center) is dedicated. Women’s 
cross country program is established. 

2006 Dr. Philip Williams becomes 
president. 

2009 New Hall (residential college) opens. 

2010 Dr. John W. Stewart III becomes 
president. Men’s cross country program is 
reinstated. 

2013 University of Montevallo on Main 
(UMOM) opens to house Behavioral 
and Social Sciences and the University 
bookstore is relocated to Main Street. 
Women’s track program is established. 

2014 Softball program is established. Phi 
Gamma Delta fraternity is established. 

2015 3D Art Complex is built. Men’s track 
program reinstated. 

2016 Women’s lacrosse program is 
established. 

2017 Mass Communication Building is 
renovated to become Strong Hall. Men’s 
tennis program reinstated. 

2018 Men’s lacrosse program is established. 
Ofce of Veteran and Military Afairs 
(VMA) is established. 

2019 College Night celebrates its 
centennial. Men’s and women’s swimming 
teams are established. 

2020 Te newly constructed Center for the 
Arts opens. Allison and Michael Stephens 
Hall opens to serve students in the Stephens 
College of Business. UM celebrates its 
largest campaign in the University’s history 
— $36.5 million raised. Sigma Gamma 
Rho Sorority, Inc. is established. 

2021 Te University celebrates its 
125th anniversary (Quasquicentennial 
Celebration) during Founders’ Day. 

Becoming installation 

Softball 
Photo by Michael Wade 

VMA ribbon cutting 

College Night time capsule dedication Stephens Hall 

For more, visit 
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Archivist Mary Haynes Furman 
tells stories of the past 
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Q&A 
with Mary Haynes Furman ’18 

Your home: Montgomery 

Tell us about your family. I am the oldest of 
eight children. I was born in New Orleans, 
and after a few years in Tennessee, we moved 
back to Mandeville, Louisiana, where I was 
raised. 

What is your profession? I currently work 
at the Alabama Department of Archives 
and History as the department’s frst digital 
history curator. In this newly created role, I 
work to expand the reach of the department’s 
exhibits by creating digital, web-based stories 
about Alabama history. As the digital-specifc 
curator at the ADAH, my work brings a new 
era to the department’s traditional, in-per-
son-only exhibits and ofers them to a wider 
audience for the frst time. I also function as 
a member of the Exhibits, Publications and 
Programs team. 

What made you choose this profession? 
During my frst year at the state archives, I 
worked as a communications assistant, where 
I had a hand in anything public-facing for 
the department. I helped with preparations 
for the ADAH’s bicentennial exhibit, “We 
the People: Alabama’s Defning Documents.” 
Tis initial exposure to exhibit work had me 
hooked, and I knew I wanted to do more. 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic in 
2020, the Archives closed temporarily, and 
we pivoted to providing more robust digital 
oferings as many institutions and businesses 
did. I became much more involved in ex-
panding our digital content and discovered a 
love for graphic design. When the opportu-

nity arose to combine my interest in exhibits 
with a growing passion for digital historical 
content as the digital history curator, I 
couldn’t wait to take on the challenge.  

How did Montevallo afect your career 
path? Without Montevallo, I never would 
have considered history as a career option. 
My frst semester, I took University Archivist 
Carey Heatherly’s “Digging Up Treasures” 
archives course as an honors elective. Tough 
I’ve always enjoyed visiting museums, it had 
never occurred to me to explore the huge 
job market behind them. Learning about 
archives through his course was my frst 
exposure to the professional work which lies 
behind the preservation and presentation of 
the past. 

Tell us about your educational foundation. 
Montevallo’s top-notch history program 
provided me with an excellent base for my 
future work. Te instruction from professors 
like Dr. Ruth Truss and Dr. Clark Hultquist 
taught me the basis of all historical research 
and writing, both of which have been essen-
tial to my current job. My internship and 
student work in the Anne Crawford Milner 
Archives under the tutelage of Professor 
Carey Heatherly also provided me with an 
invaluable base knowledge of historical pres-
ervation and archival work. 

Talk about the ways in which you helped 
to study and preserve UM’s history during 
your time as a student. Like many who 
attend Montevallo, College Night was one 
of the biggest draws to the school. When I 

took a digital course ofered by the Council 
of Public Liberal Arts Colleges (COPLAC), 
fellow student Savannah Willard and I knew 
we wanted to learn more deeply about and 
showcase the history of our school’s unique 
and beloved tradition. Together we delved 
into the collection of College Night pro-
duction books held by the Anne Crawford 
Milner Archives, using them to trace a time-
line of signifcant events within Montevallo’s 
history. We also digitized more than 20 of 
the books, making them publicly available 
for the frst time. Te project can still be 
viewed at slob.coplacdigital.org/montevallo. 

After this project, I found myself continu-
ing to think about the early records of the 
school and the unique story Montevallo tells 
as a symbol of progressivism in Alabama. It 
was unique being a public industrial school 
unassociated with a church at its founding, 
and continuing to be a symbol of progres-
sivism as it became the frst public women’s 
college in the state. I found this thread of a 
story fascinating, and for my senior thesis 
I investigated the social factors, people and 
policies which enabled the Alabama Girls’ 
Technical Institute to become Alabama 
College in 1923. 

What is your secret for success? Tere 
is no “secret” to success, whether in the 
professional world or in your personal life. 
Success – measured on our own individual 
terms – comes from showing up authentical-
ly, from defning and prioritizing our values, 
and from being honest, hopeful and curious 
about “what’s next?” 

For more, visit montevallo.edu/montevallo-today 
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1963  Robert C. Dr. Lynne Richardson has been Yin Ingram, of inducted into the UM Athletics 
“Bob” Chap- named dean of the LaPenta 1984  Birmingham, Hall of Fame. (See page 12.) 

man, of Cropwell, was inducted School of Business at Iona Col- retired in May after working 
Raynette Ellison M.Ed. ’90, 

into the UM Athletics Hall of lege in New Rochelle, New York. for more than 20 years as a of Jemison, was featured in Te 
Fame. (See page 12.) She previously served as the dean corporate account executive with 

1968  
Clanton Advertiser in August for 

of the College of Business at the WBHM radio station in 
Sandi F alken- starting the culinary arts pro-

University of Mary Washington Birmingham. 
hagen, of gram at Jemison High School. 

in Fredericksburg, Virginia. Hoover, r eceived the 2021 Mary Mitsubishi Tanabe Pharma Tis program serves students 
Lou Elder Williams Alumni Loy- Tammy Richardson was induct- America and Target ALS estab- from throughout Chilton 
alty Award from the UMNAA at ed into the UM Athletics Hall of lished posthumously the Re- County. She also retired this 
the University’s 2021 Founders’ Fame. (See page 13.) becca Luker Courage Award in year after 30 years of teaching at 
Day celebration. (See page 15.) 

1982  
memory of the alum Broadway Montevallo Middle School and 

1975  
Dr. Susan 

star who died from complica- Jemison High School. 
Tom Walker Keith, of New 

tions of ALS in December 2020. 
Jr. was featured Brunswick, New Jersey, was Genet Holcomb M.Ed. ’94, 

Te annual award will spotlight in Alabama Living in July for elected president of the Associa- of Helena, was hired as the 
people who have made a positive his eforts to found and grow tion for Education in Journalism principal of Helena Elementary 
impact on the Lou Gehrig’s the Alabama Village Citizenship and Mass Communication for School in July. Prior to accepting 
disease community. Trust and American Village in the 2021-2022 term. Susan is an this position, Genet had served 

Montevallo. Tom is the executive associate professor in the Depart- Susan Spencer, of Birmingham, as principal at Calera Elementary 
director of American Village ment of Journalism and Media recently retired as an American School and assistant principal at 
which works to educate children Studies at Rutgers University. Airlines fight attendant after Helena Intermediate and Inver-
throughout the state about the working for the company since ness Elementary. 

Dr. Ruth Truss was named dean 
nation’s history. Tom and wife 1987. of Montevallo’s College of Arts Jalete Nelms, of  
Betty Walker ’75 reside in & Sciences in August. Ruth has Eddie Bullock, 1990  1986  Homewood, has  
Montevallo. 

1977  
been with UM since 1993 and of Anniston, been hired as the director of stew-

Karen Pend- previously served as professor of was awarded a Making a Dif- ardship and donor engagement  
leton, of history, chair of the Department ference Award by the Alabama in the UM Ofce of Advance-

Montevallo, retired as director of of Behavioral and Social Sciences High School Athletic Associa- ment. She previously worked as  
Shelby Emergency Assistance in and interim dean of the College tion and Alabama High School an alumni afairs specialist in the  
Montevallo in December 2020 of Arts & Sciences. Athletic Directors and Coaches UAB Collat School of Business.   
after more than 20 years with Association in June. Eddie has 

Dr. Kenneth Kevin Fowler   
the agency. SEA provides services coached the Anniston High 

Hope, of 
to individuals facing crisis situa-

1983 
School girls’ basketball team for Kingwood, Texas, was appointed 

 1991 
into the UM A

 was inducted 
thletics Hall of 

tions throughout Shelby County. the past 16 years, compiling a 

1980  
to serve a one-year term as pres- Fame. (See page 12.) 

385-111 overall record. 
Julie Janert, of ident of the Society of Tribolo-

Michele Frazier, of Goodletts-
Birmingham, gists and Lubrication Engineers Joy Perryman, of Gadsden, ville, Tennessee, was hired as the 

helped the Birmingham women’s in May. Te STLE is the tech- directed “Charlotte’s Web” for director of operations and leader 
tennis team win the U.S. Tennis nical society serving individuals, Teatre of Gadsden’s TreeHouse of the Diversity, Equity and In-
Association’s Alabama State companies and organizations Teatre Series in July. Joy pre- clusion Program for Music City 
Championship in the women’s comprising the tribology and viously worked on many stages Baseball in Nashville in May. 
55 and over division in May. lubrication engineering business and screens in and around the She previously served as the chief 
Julie works as the general surgery sector nationwide. Kenneth Nashville area, most recently as operating ofcer for Rivergate 
team manager in the operating is the global polyalphaolefns artistic director at Chafn’s Barn Dental. 
room of Children’s of Alabama technical services manager for Dinner Teatre. 
in Birmingham. Chevron Phillips Chemical in Donna Sorensen, of Jackson, 

Buffie Burson 
Te Woodlands, Texas. 1989  Mississippi, was hired as the 

 M.Ed. ’91 was superintendent of the Mississippi 
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School for the Deaf and Blind in Founders’ Day celebration. Cin- assistant news director at ABC 7 Commission of the District of  
Jackson. She previously worked dy is a professor of chemistry at News in Washington, D.C. He Columbia for several years. 
at the Washington School for the University. (See page 17.) previously served as executive 

Barbara Snyder M.Ed., Ed.S. 
the Deaf and served in the Peace 

1995  
producer for WAGA Fox 5 in 

Heather Cover, ’03, of Alabaster, was hired as 
Corps. Atlanta. 

1992 
Clanton, was featur

 
of Vestavia the facilities and maintenance 

Ricky Porter Hills, has been selected for the Jennifer Kelly, of Madison, Ala- coordinator for Shelby County 
M.Ed. ’02, of Alabama Library Association’s bama, was hired as the weekend Schools in April. Barbara has 

ed in Te Eminent Librarian Award. editor of the Paulick Report in worked for more than 28 years 
Clanton Advertiser in August for Heather has served at Home- June. Te Paulick Report is the in public education and previ-
his many years of service as prin- wood Public Library for more nation’s leading independent ously was the principal at Shelby 
cipal of Isabella High School. than 25 years in numerous horse racing publication. Jenni- County High School. 

capacities and has been active in fer previously worked as a com-
Chris Stewart, of Fairfeld, was Jeremy Gray, of  

the Alabama Library Association. position and technical writing inducted into the UM Athletics 
instructor at Te University of Hall of Fame. (See page 13.) Milard House II, of Houston, 

2001  Moody, recently  
celebrated the publication of his  

1993  
Alabama in Huntsville for more was hired as the superinten- second book, “Wicked Wom-

Dr. Frank than a decade. dent of the Houston Indepen- en of Alabama.” Published by  
Buck Ed.S., 

dent School District in July. Etricia Robinson, of Helena, Te History Press, the book is  of Pell City, was named No. 
Milard previously served as was featured in the Shelby Coun- an examination of high-profle  1 in the Time Management 
the Clarksville-Montgomery ty Reporter in September for her 20th-century crimes committed  category in Global Gurus’ Top 
County school system’s director successful food truck, Gumbo to by women. Jeremy serves as  30 list. Frank owns Frank Buck 
of schools since 2017 and was Geaux.  managing producer for Alabama  Consulting Inc. and has spoken 
named the Tennessee Mid-Cum- Media Group. His frst book,  internationally on organization, 2000  Jay McGaughy 
berland Superintendent of the “Te Infamous Birmingham Axe  time management and personal M.Ed. ’01, 
Year in May. Murders,” was published in 2018. productivity. He is currently Ed.S. ’12, of Calera, was hired 

working on his fourth book on Glenda Webb, of Tuscaloosa, as assistant principal at Oak David Howard M.Ed., of Bir-
these topics. was named city manager of Mountain Middle School in July. mingham, was named principal 

Northport in April, becom- Jay has 20 years of experience in of the Vestavia Hills High School 
Shannon Galamore, of Syla-

ing the city’s frst female city education. Freshman Campus in May. cauga, was hired as the assistant 
administrator. Glenda previously David had served as an assistant principal of Sylacauga High Margaret Griffin, of Panama 
served as the Tuscaloosa city principal at Vestavia Hills High School in August. She has more City, Florida, recently became 
attorney for 20 years. School since 2016 and previous-than 26 years of teaching expe- the bereavement coordinator for 

ly worked as the school system’s rience, many of which came at Ali Sackett, Covenant Care Hospice in Pan-
director of administrative ser-Pinson Valley High School. 1998  of Tallahassee, ama City. She previously worked 

1994  
vices and as a science teacher at Florida, was named the state as an administrator for Bay Area 

Jennifer Gallo- Louis Pizitz Middle School. courts administrator by the Health and Rehabilitation. 
way M.Ed. ’98, 

Florida Supreme Court. Ali will Trish Hughes, of Huntersville, of Birmingham, was hired as Willie Phillips Jr., of Washing-
serve as the eighth state courts North Carolina, became the the human resources supervisor ton, D.C., was nominated as a  
administrator and will lead near- college programs ofcer for the with Shelby County schools in commissioner of the Federal En-
ly 200 employees in the Ofce United Soccer Coaches Asso-April. Jennifer has more than ergy Regulatory Commission by  
of the State Courts Administra- ciation in June. Trish will serve 25 years of experience in public President Joe Biden in September.  
tor. She previously served as the as the advocate for the associa-education and previously served Willie is an experienced regulato-
director of the legal division of tion’s college members with the as principal at Chelsea Park ry attorney combining nearly 20  
the Florida Bar. NCAA and other college soccer Elementary. 

1999  
years of legal expertise as a utility  

governing bodies. 
Paul Gourley, regulator in private practice and  

Dr. Cindy Tidwell, of Mon-
of Alexandria, as in-house counsel. He served  Shannon Montgomery M.Ed.  tevallo, received the Faculty 

Virginia, was recently hired as as chairman of the Public Service  ’05, of Calera, was named princi-Service Award at UM’s 2021 
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pal of Calera Elementary School  tant editor by Trilogy Films in creator for Montgomery Acad- uct strategy and consulting frm 
in July. She has more than 16  September, where she is working emy. He previously worked for in Birmingham, which works to 
years of experience in elementary  on a yet-to-be-unveiled docu- the Alabama-West Florida Con- help start-up companies bring 
education and previously served  mentary series. Abby previously ference of the United Methodist their products to life. 
as assistant principal at Monteval- worked as an assistant editor for Church for 12 years. 

Josh Miller M.Ed. ’07, of 
lo Elementary School. “Te Murder Tapes” documenta-

2003  
Kimberly Parki, of Oxford, Pelham, received the Outstand-

ry series produced by Investiga-
Andrea Alabama, was included in Mar- ing Staf Service Award from 

tion Discovery. 
Abernathy, of quis Who’s Who in July. Indi- the UMNAA at the University’s 

McMinnville, Oregon, was pro- Krystal Swann, of Birmingham,  viduals are included on the list 2021 Founders’ Day celebration. 
moted from assistant librarian to was promoted to the assistant  based on position, noteworthy (See page 14.) 
associate librarian at George Fox news director position at WBRC  accomplishments, visibility and 

Dr. Stephanie Perez, of Alabas-
University. She has been working Fox 6 in June. She previous- prominence in a feld. Kimberly ter, was featured in a September 
at GFU since 2017. ly led the WBRC Late News  is a fnancial support supervisor Shelby County Reporter article 

team and served as the station’s  with the Talladega Department 
Daniel Spanier, of Pensacola,  spotlighting her business, 

nightside assignment editor.  of Human Resources. Florida, was named Employee  Empowered Wellness Physical 
Before coming to WBRC, she  of the Month by the Escambia  Kelli Solomon, of Calera, was Terapy. Te business provides 
produced the morning show at  County Board of County Com- featured in the Birmingham physical therapy and health 
WVTM NBC 13 in Birming-missioners in September. Daniel  Times for the work she does as services to women. 
ham for seven years.  is a multimedia graphic designer  vice president of operations for 

Gabrielle Dud-
in the organization’s Community  
and Media Relations Department.  2006  Amber Deline the Birmingham Urban League. 

ley, of Atlanta,  
M.Ed., of Kelli works to develop initiatives 

2008 
was nominated b

 
y President Joe  

Hamilton, Alabama, was in- that assist the Birmingham-area 
Robert Swiney, of Montevallo, Biden to serve on the Civil Rights  

ducted into the Blount County community at large. was recently promoted from Cold Case Review Board pending  
Sports Hall of Fame in June. safety education specialist to Megan Watts M.Ed. ’07, of U.S. Senate confrmation. Gabri-
Amber led the Oneonta High manager of the Driver’s Safety Odessa, Texas, was named the elle is the instruction archivist at  
School Lady Redskins basketball Program and assistant director Ector County, Texas, Indepen- the Stuart A. Rose Manuscript,  
team to 4A state championships of the Alabama Trafc Safety dent School District Assistant Archives and Rare Book Library  
in 2013 and 2014. Center at UM. Principal of the Year in May. at Emory University in Atlanta.  

2004  
Wes Fain, of Vestavia Hills, was Megan has been working in 

Carla East- Kyle Dudley M.Ed., of Bir-
promoted to vice president and education for 14 years and is the 

erling, of mingham, was hired as principal 
deputy general counsel of Sur- assistant principal at Permian Torsby, was promoted to of Shelby County High School 
gical Care Afliates in Birming- High School. program manager for the Ala- in Columbiana in May. Kyle has 
ham. He previously worked as bama Department of Human 2007  Dr. Bruce Fin- more than 12 years of experience 
the company’s assistant general Resources Adoption Subsidy, klea, of Colum- in education and served as the 
counsel. Resources, and Support Unit in biana, received the Outstanding assistant principal of Oak Moun-

May. She previously worked as Alana Flow, M.S. ’09, of Calera, Commitment to Teaching tain High School before entering 
a social worker with the Chilton was featured in the Shelby Award from the UMNAA at the his current role. 
County Department of Human County Reporter in August for University’s 2021 Founders’ Day 

Daniel Furuto, of West 
Resources. hosting a summer learning camp celebration. (See page 14.) 

2005  
Lafayette, Indiana, became an 

at Northside Baptist Church 
Haley Ed- Joel Henneke Ed.S., of Mc- assistant coach with the Purdue 

in Calera. Alana is a certifed 
wards, of  Calla, was named principal of University baseball team in July. 

speech language pathologist. Eclectic, recently began working  Homewood High School in Daniel, who played on the UM 
in the Adult Protective Services  Chuck Joiner, of Columbiana, April. Joel has 23 years of expe- baseball team from 2005 to 
branch of the Shelby County  is the new student minister at rience in education as a teacher 2008, previously worked as an 
Department of Human Resources  Te Baptist Church at McAdo- and an administrator at the assistant coach with the Camp-
in Columbiana. She previously  ry in McCalla. He previously middle and high school levels. bell University baseball team in 
served as a public health worker  served churches in Georgia, He came to HHS after serving as North Carolina. 
with the Alabama Department of  Tennessee and Kentucky. principal of Homewood Middle 

Frankie Perez, of Alabaster, was  
Public Health.  School for several years. 

Luke Lucas, of Montgomery, named head baseball coach at  
Abby McNeely, of Brooklyn, has been hired as the communi- Kelli Lucas, of Alabaster, recent- Tompson High School. Frankie  
New York, was hired as an assis- cations and marketing content ly launched the LunarLab prod- had worked for the past four years  
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as the head baseball coach at Ha-
zel Green High School, winning a  
state championship in 2018.  

2011 Ed Cannon, 
of Fraser, 

Colorado, was hir
 

ed as Fraser 

2009  
town manager in June. Ed had 

Amber Broad-
previously served as the town 

head, of Calera,  
administrator of Wellington, took part in the third annual  
Colorado, and had managed an David Matthews Center for  
afordable housing project in Civic Life’s Innovators in Civic  
Fulton, Illinois. Education Fellowship in June.  

Te fellowship in Montevallo was  Carolyn Jones began a new role  
designed to create relevant and  at UM at the end of August.  
useful resources for educators  She now serves as the special  
inside and outside the classroom.  assistant for executive and ad-
Amber is a fourth-grade social  ministrative afairs. Prior to this  
studies teacher at Edgewood Ele- role, Carolyn was the assistant  
mentary School in Homewood.  director of alumni afairs for  

fve years. 
Savannah Kitchens, of Mon-
tevallo, has been selected as one Dr. Meghan Owens M.Ed. 
of 22 Rural Library Fellows ’12, M.Ed. ’15, of Clanton, was 
by Partners for Education and hired as principal at Jemison 
Save the Children. Te Rural Elementary School in April. She 
Library Fellowship is an initia- had previously served as an assis-
tive designed to improve third tant principal at the school. 
grade reading outcomes in rural 

Joe Prokop, of Hoover, accepted 
communities. Savannah is the the frst-place award in the Best 
director of Parnell Memorial Large Companies category on 
Library in Montevallo and serves behalf of his employer, Edward 
on the UMNAA Junior Board of Jones, during an August recep-
Directors. tion for the Best Companies to 
Shay Traywick, M.Ed. ’15, Work for in Alabama hosted by 
of Helena, has been hired as Business Alabama. Joe is a fnan-
assistant principal of Montevallo cial advisor with Edward Jones. 
Elementary School. Shay has 

Dustin Smith M.Ed. ’18, of 
more than 11 years of experi- Calera, was hired as principal of 
ence in elementary education Columbiana Middle School in 
and most recently served as an June. Dustin has 10 years of ex-
instructional coach for Shelby perience in education and previ-
County Schools. 

2010  
ously served as assistant principal 

Celena Allen, at Calera Middle School. 
of Rome, April Tolbert Ed.S., of Calera, 

Georgia, was recently hired as was named the supervisor of 
a telephonic behavioral health guidance and testing for Shelby 
coordinator with Humana where County Schools in July. April 
she helps to connect members to has 26 years of experience as an 
community mental and behav- educator and previously worked 
ioral health services. as a counselor at Helena Middle 
Jessica Mitchell, of Alabaster, School. 
was promoted to the position Darlene Wilson, of Helena, was 
of associate underwriter with named to the 2021-2022 class of 
the Burns & Wilcox insurance Leadership Birmingham. Dar-
company in Birmingham. lene is the managing principal of 

Jefferson County Alumni Club hosts VIP experience with 
Three on a String. Looking for an alumni gathering? Learn how 

you can get involved with an alumni club in your area below. 

JOIN AN 
ALUMNI CLUB! 

Are you interested in being more 
involved as a UM alum? 

If you are looking to connect with other 
UM alumni who may share similar interests 
with you, check out the UMNAA regional 

or afnity-based alumni clubs. 

Alumni clubs ofer a variety of 
opportunities for UM alumni including 

leadership, networking, community service, 
personal development and much more. 
The UMNAA is always on the lookout 

for opportunities to link alumni 
with one another and keep your 

UM connection strong. 

Our goal is to expand participation in our 
existing clubs and to create new clubs to 
meet the needs of our alumni. Email us at 

UMalumniclubsVP@gmail.com and we will 
help you fnd the club that works best for 
you so you can fnd the spot where you 

belong in the UMNAA!   

Learn more at 
montevallo.edu/alumni-clubs. 
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Relay Accounting Management served as marketing manager at was featured in the magazine coordinator and Camp Dart-Lo 
in Birmingham.  the Birmingham Zoo and is vice Birds & Blooms in August for Director at Campfre Inland 

2012 
was hired as assistant r

 
president of the UMNAA Junior his work photographing the rare Northwest in Spokane Valley, 

Erin Limerick, 
Board. yellow cardinal in Alabaster in Washington. Campfre Inland of Alabaster, 

2018. Northwest provides youth egistrar for Joe Sparacino M.Ed., of Calera, 
leadership programs, after-school student academic records at UM was named head baseball coach Angela Clark M.Ed., of Bir-
groups, camping and environ-in June. Erin previously served at Calera High School in July. mingham, has been hired as a 
mental education in Washington as administrative assistant in the Joe previously served as an assis- Technology in Motion instruc-
and Idaho. UM College of Fine Arts. tant baseball coach at Tompson tional specialist with UM’s 

High School. AMSTI program. She had pre- Calliope Pettis, of Panama 
Jill Sharp, of Huntsville, re-

viously worked as a technology City, Florida, was featured in cently began working as the new Chrystal 
specialist with Mountain Brook the Panama City News Herald  homes sales consultant with Red Abernathy, 
City Schools and Shelby County in September for her successful Door Homes in Madison. 

2014 
of Tarrant, was pr

 
omoted from 

Schools. career as a traveling musician facilitator to associate director 
Christine Soria, of Monteval- in Alabama and the Florida of UM’s GEAR UP Jeferson Allie Crook, of Huntsville, was lo, was hired as administrative Panhandle. County program. recently named head volleyball assistant in the UM’s College of 

coach at Austin High School. Madden Saverse, of Calera, was Fine Arts’ dean’s ofce in August. Kaylan Banks, 
She had previously worked as promoted to the role of shopper She previously worked as the of Birmingham, 
assistant volleyball coach at Aus- excellence associate manager at administrative assistant in the 

2015 
was recently hir

 
ed as a content 

tin Middle School and assistant Birmingham-based Shipt. He Department of Communication creator for Hibbett Sports in 
volleyball coach at AHS. previously worked as the com-Science and Disorders. Birmingham. 

2013  
pany’s shopper excellence senior 

Tabitha Sullivan recently moved 
Neal Embry, Troran Brown, of Phoenix, specialist. to Skowhegan, Maine, where she of Gardendale, Arizona, was inducted into the 

started a new job as a children’s Saralyn was recently named editor of UM Athletics Hall of Fame. (See 
case manager with the Maine Campbell, of Te Homewood Star newspaper page 12.) 
Behavioral Health Organization. 

2018 
Louisville, Kentucky

 
, was hired owned by Starnes Media. In 

Quincy Hall M.Ed. ’17, of as marketing manager of the addition, he serves as editor of Haley Smith was promoted to Tuscaloosa, was hired as the National Fastpitch Coaches the Vestavia Voice newspaper, also assistant director of admissions honors year one coordinator and Association in Louisville. Sarah owned by Starnes. at UM. instructor in the Honors College was a member of UM’s inaugural 
Dr. Elijah Fox, of Sylacauga, at Te University of Alabama in Brittany Davis, softball team, then served as an 
a pediatrician, recently joined May. Quincy previously worked of Birming- intern with the NFCA and as 
Pathway Pediatrics in Sylacauga. as an area coordinator with UA’s 

2017 
ham, has been named dir

 
ector  the sports services coordinator 

Department of Housing and of Columbiana Main Street and  with the Gulf South Conference. Andrew Hill, of Sterrett, was 
Residential Communities. is working to promote develop-featured in 280 Living in August Ron Cobb, of Tuscaloosa, was  ment and restoration in historic  for opening his new business, Daniel Richards M.Ed., Ed.S.  promoted to the rank of petty of-downtown Columbiana. Brittany  Omri Training Facility, in ’17, of Chelsea, was named  fcer third class in the U.S. Navy.  previously worked as a marketing  Chelsea. Andrew was a member principal of the Shelby County  

and ofce support specialist with  Summer Farley, of Calera, was of the UM baseball team during Career Technical Educational  
the Marshall County, Alabama,  hired by Birmingham-based his time as a student and uses his Center in Columbiana. Daniel  
Development Council.  Shipt as a digital marketing experience to train other baseball has more than 17 years of expe-

coordinator in March. players through his business. rience in public education and  Valerie George, of Birmingham, 
most recently served as assistant  became the second female fre- Lizbeth Juarez Hess MBA ’21, 

Brendan Ledgeway was induct-
principal at Shelby County High  fghter in the history of Vestavia of Hoover, accepted the role of ed into the UM Athletics Hall of 
School. Hills Fire Department in May. director of annual giving and Fame. (See page 13.) 

Valerie was on the women’s soc- prospect research in the Ofce 
Fouress Sellers, of Alabaster, 

Clark Maxwell, of Birmingham, cer team during her time at UM of Advancement at UM. She was was hired as a medical social was recently hired as the public and previously volunteered with previously staf accountant in worker with Oak Street Health relations and communications the Rocky Ridge Fire District. Business Afairs. in Center Point in September. manager at Fleetio, a Birming-

2016  
Roxanne Paciesas, of Post Falls, (Continued on page 31.) ham-based feet management Jeremy Black, 
Idaho, was hired as program software company. He previously of Montevallo, 
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Alumni Survey 
Welcome to the University of Montevallo quadrennial alumni survey. The 
UM National Alumni Association wants to better know you and better 
serve you. To do so, we ask that you complete this 18 question survey 
to provide us with a snapshot of the demographics, education, career, 
experience and feedback of our alumni. 

No name or contact information is requested, and survey 
results will only be reported in the aggregate. This survey 
will take no more than 15 minutes of your time and will 
provide us with a lifetime of insight. Ready to proceed? 

Please return completed survey to Montevallo Today, 75 College Drive,  
Station 6215, Montevallo, AL 35115. If you prefer to take the survey online, please visit  
montevallo.edu/alumnisurvey or scan the QR code. Survey must be completed by March 1, 2022. 

››  DEMOGRAPHICS  ‹‹ 3.  What is your gender identity? 7.  College Night affliation: 
No personally identifable information is  ❍  Female ❍  Gold 
requested, and individual responses are 

❍  Male ❍  Purple maintained with the highest regard for 
confdentiality. We hope all individuals,  ❍  I prefer to self-describe. (please ❍  No side affliation 
regardless of how they identify, specify)  _______________________ 
recognize the need for us to collect this 8.  What was your major? 

information. Your response allows us to 4.  Do you identify as a member of the ❍  BEHAVIORAL & SOCIAL   
ensure our association boards refect LGBTQIA+ community?  SCIENCES: including    
our membership and enhance our ❍  Yes  ❍   No  Environmental Studies, History,  
commitment to diversity and inclusion.  Political Science, Psychology,  

5.  How would you best describe  Speech-Language Pathology,   
1.  Age range: yourself?  Social Science, Social Work,  

❍  75+ ❍  Asian Pacifc American  Sociology and Criminology 

❍  65-74 ❍  Black or African American ❍  BUSINESS: including Accounting,   
 Computer Informatics, Finance,   ❍  55-64 ❍  Hispanic or Latino 
 Management, Marketing and   

❍  45-54 ❍  White or European American  MIS 
❍  35-44 ❍  I prefer another distinction.  ❍  COMMUNICATION: including   
❍  25-34  (please specify)  _____________   Communication Studies and   

  ___________________________  Mass Communication 
❍  24 and younger 

›› ‹‹    ❍ EDUCATION & HUMAN   UM EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE 
2.  Where do you currently live?  DEVELOPMENT: including    Please answer the following questions 

❍  Alabama  Education of the Deaf and Hard  regarding your UM experience and 
 of Hearing, Elementary   

❍ education.   Florida  Education, Exercise and  
❍  Georgia 6.  Class Year:  Nutrition Science, Family &   

 Consumer Sciences, Dietetics   ❍  Mississippi ❍  1910-1929 
 and Kinesiology 

❍  North Carolina ❍  1930-1949 
❍  FINE ART/PERFORMING ARTS:   

❍  South Carolina ❍  1940-1969  including Art, Music and Theatre 
❍  Tennessee ❍  1970-1989 

❍  Texas ❍  1990-2005 

❍  Other state or country (please ❍  2006-2021 
specify) ____________________ (Survey continues on back.) 

https://montevallo.edu/alumnisurvey
https://montevallo.edu/alumnisurvey


 ___  Recreation/Entertainment 
 ___  Wellness Activities 
 ___  Financial Advice/Retirement 
  Planning 

17.  How do you connect with the UM 
National Alumni Association?  
(Please rank in order of most used 
[1] to least used [6].) 

 ___  Virtual Events (e.g. Coffee 
  Breaks, Book Club Career 
   Panel, Cultivate   Change,  
  virtual Homecoming, etc.) 
 ___  In-Person Events (e.g. 
  Alumni Club events, on-
  campus Homecoming,  
  Founders' Day, etc.) 
 ___  Social Media (Facebook, 
  Twitter, LinkedIn) 
 ___  Montevallo Today alumni  
  magazine 
 ___  E-newsletter and emails from 
  the Alumni Association 
 ___  UM website 

18.  What programs and services should 
the UM National Alumni Association 
provide? 
 ______________________________ 
 ______________________________ 
 ______________________________ 
 ______________________________ 
 ______________________________ 
 ______________________________ 

19.  Alumni Feedback: please share any 
additional feedback with us. 
 ______________________________ 
 ______________________________ 
 ______________________________ 
 ______________________________ 
 ______________________________ 
 ______________________________ 

Thank you 
for completing the 

alumni survey 

❍  LANGUAGE ARTS: including   13.  What was your frst occupation after 
 English, Philosophy and World  graduating from UM? 
 Languages ❍  A job/career in or related to 
❍  SCIENCES: including Biology,   my major 
 Chemistry, Math and Computer  ❍  A job/career outside of major 
 Science 

❍  Enrolled in graduate school 
❍  Other (please specify)  ________  

❍  Other (please specify)  ________    ___________________________ 
  ___________________________ 

9.  Are you satisfed with the 
14.  What is your current/most recent preparation your UM education/ 

industry? experience provided you? 
❍ ❍  Accounting/Finance   Very Satisfed 
❍ ❍  Communications/Marketing/    Mostly Satisfed 
 Public Relations 

❍  Somewhat Satisfed 
❍  Corporate Management/ 

❍  Dissatisfed  General Business 

10.  Are you satisfed with the ❍  Education (K-12, Higher   
availability/quality of professional   Education) 
services/opportunities offered by  ❍  Fine Arts/Performing Arts 
UM? 

❍  Government 
❍  Very Satisfed 

❍  Healthcare 
❍  Mostly Satisfed 

❍  Law 
❍  Somewhat Satisfed 

❍  Military 
❍  Dissatisfed 

❍  Nonproft (Public/Private) 
❍  Unaware of Services 

❍  Retail/Food Services 
11.  Did you further your education after 

❍  Self-employed/Entrepreneur 
UM? (Please select all that apply.) 

❍  Technology 
❍  No 

❍  Other (please specify)  ________  
❍  Yes, Master's Degree or second    ___________________________ 
 Bachelor’s Degree (from UM) 

❍  Yes, second Bachelor’s Degree  15.  What is your current/most recent 
 (from another university) occupation or role? 

 ______________________________ 
❍  Yes, Master's Degree (from   

 ______________________________ 
 another university) 

❍  Yes, Professional Degree ››  ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  ‹‹ 
We want to know how we can better 

❍  Yes, Doctorate Degree 
serve you. 

››  CAREER  ‹‹ 
16.  Which alumni opportunities most  Your responses to the following 

interest you? (Please rank in order questions will inform alumni services  
of most interested [1] to least provided in partnership with the UM 
interested [7].) Career Development Center and other  

resources.  ___  Career/Professional 
  Development 

12.  What is your employment status?  ___  Applying to Graduate Degree 

❍  Retired   Programs 
 ___  Giving Back/Community 

❍  Currently employed   Involvement 
❍  In transition  ___  Staying Connected/Social  

❍   Engagement   Graduate student 



(Continued from page 28.) actress with the Black Repertory Blaha were married April 3 brother Everett, who was born in 
Teatre of St. Louis. in Huntsville. Leah is a regis- April 2019. 

Reggie Holifield M.Ed. ’20, 
of Brent, has been hired as the 2020  

tered behavioral technician at 
Eron Burrell, Haley Smith 

Applied Behavioral Concepts in math and science coordinator of Montevallo, ’16 and Jeramy 
Madison. Te couple resides in with UM’s TRIO Upward was recently hired as an admis-

2016 
Smith are pleased to announce 

 
Huntsville.  Bound program. sions counselor at UM. the birth of their son, Beckham, 

2019 
has been hired as the mar

 
Lizbeth Juarez on June 23. Beckham joins big 

Colton Crowe, Faith Callens, of Birmingham, 2018  Hess MBA sister, Celena, age 2, at their of Centreville, was featured in the Selma Sun  
’21 and David “DJ” Hess ’15, home in Clanton. Haley is the keting in July for visiting William 
MBA ’16 were married Sept. 4 assistant director of Admissions manager at Afink, a business R. Martin Middle School in 
in the UM Center for the Arts. at UM. solutions company based in Valley Grande to speak about 
Lizbeth is the director of annual Tuscaloosa. the journalism profession. Faith 
giving and prospect research in DEATHS 

is a reporter with the Trussville 
Breanna Earls, of Bay Minette, the UM Ofce of Advancement, Tribune. Betty Grisham, 
unveiled a new mural on the and DJ is a business analyst 99, of Hunts-
exterior wall of Te Print Shop Blaze Cruce, of Wetumpka, was at Protective Life. Benjamin 

1943 
ville, died Feb. 2. B

 
etty worked 

in downtown Bay Minette in hired as a program analyst at Puckett ’18 served as best man. for several years with the Atlanta 
July. Breanna is an art teacher at Fiserv Inc. Trough the position, Te ceremony was ofciated by Museum and the Birmingham 
Delta and Spanish Fort elemen- Blaze works with a team of UM Vice President for Advance- Museum of Art. She moved to 
tary schools and teaches classes architects overseeing millions of ment and External Afairs Scott Huntsville with her family in 
at the Eastern Shore Art Center. square feet of data centers. Dillard MBA ’17. Te couple 1963 where she helped estab-

resides in Hoover. Jamie Haas, of Birmingham, Stevie Moore, of Birmingham, lish the Huntsville Art League, 
was recently hired as a digital was hired as the primary domes- 2020  J.T. Russell leading to the creation of the  
community manager with Cay- tic violence services advocate for Huntsville Museum of Art. and Elizabeth  
enne Creative in Birmingham. YWCA of St. Clair County. Peterson were married July 17  
Jamie previously worked as a in McCalla. During his time at  Katharine Murray, of Mon-
communication and marketing UM, J.T. was president of the  

1950 
tevallo, worked with UM died May 19. After earning a 

 Eliza Brazelton, 
93, of Anniston, 

associate with the Friends of the fshing team and was chosen  Assistant Professor of Art Tanner degree in chemistry from UM, 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens. as the University’s Outdoor  Young to build and install an Eliza worked as a medical tech-

Scholar of the Year in 2020.  Marcus Moore recently became interactive art music wall at the nician and later joined her hus-
He owns JTR Auto Salvage in  assistant director of admissions University’s Child Study Center band and two sons at Brazelton 
Bessemer. Te couple resides in  for the University of Southern in May. In addition to providing Engineering Associates. 
Montevallo. California’s Annenberg School a fun and interactive way to Ella McNutt, 

for Communication and Jour- make music during playtime, Daneveya Childs and Eron  1951  92, of Ha-
nalism. He previously worked as the art music wall’s sustainability Burrell were married Sept. 18. leyville, died Feb. 1. She was an 
an admissions counselor at UM. aspect will also help teach chil- Both were involved in National educator from 1954 to 1990, 
He also serves on the UMNAA dren the importance of conserv- Pan-Hellenic Council during teaching for 31 years at Ha-
Junior Board of Directors. ing and recycling the planet’s their time at UM, Daneveya rep- leyville High School. 

resources. (See page 8.) resenting Delta Sigma Teta and Da’Qunaika Smith, of  Mary Hall Eron representing Kappa Alpha Montgomery, was hired as a  
scholarship administrator in  

1952 2021   Megan Brown, M.Ed. ’65, 88, Psi. Eron is an admissions coun-of Montevallo,  of Jemison, died April 14. She selor at UM, and Daneveya is a the UM Student Aid Ofce.  has been hired as the social media  was retired from the Chilton preschool teacher at Vinehouse She previously spent four years  manager in the UM Marketing &  County Board of Education Nursery in Alabaster. working in the Student Aid Of- Communications Department.  where she enjoyed a 40-plus year 
fce as an undergraduate student  

Camryn Denver, of Birming- BIRTHS career. 
employee. ham, has been hired as an admis- Deanna Sarahelen Lindemann, 90, of  
Christina Yancy, of St. Louis, sions counselor at UM. 2011  Land ’12 and Opelika, died July 13. After grad-
was featured in the St. Louis Brandon Land ’11, M.Ed. ’12, uating from UM, she taught two  
American in June for overcom- WEDDINGS 

2013  
of Marietta, Georgia, welcomed years in Sylacauga, two years in  

ing the challenges presented by Leah Blaha  their daughter, Cora Louise, in Rockland Lake, New York, and  
COVID-19 while working as an and Matthew September. Cora Louise joins big fve years in Cleveland, Ohio. 
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Mertice Stone, M.Ed. ’71, 91,  Baptist Church in Huntsville. Air Force. He spent the last 27 of counseling and career services 
of Wilsonville, died Aug. 20.  During her time at UM, she years of his life cultivating his at Jeferson State Community 
Mertice taught for Shelby   served on the staf of Te Ala- passion for gardening, puzzles College. 
County schools for 25 years  bamian and Montage, was active and collecting rare books with 

Beverly  
before retiring in 1990. She was  in the Business Administration his husband. 

Thompson, 
named the Alabama Teacher of  Club, College Night and was 

Margaret La-
1968 
73, of Cullman, died A

 
ug. 1.  

the Year during the 1988-1989  named a Senior Elite. 
academic year.  

1964  
1961  

Moine Bram- She was a private music teacher  

1953  
Jennette blett M.Ed. ’72, 78, of Pelham, and had most recently served 13  

Frances Smith, Carden, 81, of died June 9. She was employed years as organist for Covenant  
90, of Mathews, Athens, Alabama, died June 3. by the Shelby County Board Presbyterian Church of Hunts-

Alabama, died June 16. Frances, Jennette worked for many years of Education as an elementary ville. Previously, she had served  
like her mother before her, pur- as a computer systems engineer school teacher for 29 years. She as organist for First Methodist  
sued a teaching career after grad- at Monsanto in Cantonment, is survived by her husband, Billy Church in Gadsden and First  
uating from UM by teaching Florida. Bramblett ’62. Presbyterian Church in Cullman. 
kindergarten for several years. 

1954  
Joseph Denham M.A. ’62, Ann Muse, 78, of Florence, died Georgia Gates, 

Clarice Ranier, 81, of Calera, died Aug. 27. March 29. After graduating from 
88, of Opp, He taught in public schools Alabama College, she taught 

1970 72, of Bartles-
ville, Oklahoma, died F

 
eb. 11. 

died April 3. Clarice and her for more than three decades at secondary school mathematics She worked as an elementary 
late twin sister, Alice, made their McElroy High, Tompson High, for two years before raising three school teacher for many years in 
professional debut as concert Alabaster High and Tompson sons and a daughter. Ann devot- San Antonio and Tulsa before 
piano duettists in New York City Middle. At Tompson Middle, ed her life to loving and caring retiring from teaching in 2000. 
in December 1961 and from he also coached basketball and for her family and friends. She was also active in youth 
that time on began enjoying sponsored the student council. 

1966  
ministry in the Episcopal Dio-

James Daniel, 
widespread popularity. Tey 

1962 
cese of Oklahoma for more than 

Charlotte 78, of Home-
toured extensively throughout 30 years. 

Blackmon, 97, wood, died July 23. His career 
their lives, playing to audiences of Birmingham, died M

 
arch 28. was spent as a sales represen- Glen Paul, 71, 

throughout the nation. 

1955  
After graduating from UM and tative, the last 23 years in the of Decatur, died 

Joyce Hester, earning a master’s degree from home decor industry, traveling 
1972 
May 26. Glen wor

 
ked as a safety 

86, of Reform, Te University of Alabama, she Alabama and northern Mississip- engineer for many years. 
died April 13. Her teaching ca- taught English literature and pi. He retired in 2009. 

Michael 
reer spanned more than 30 years developed and directed the in-

James Perry Sumner, 76, of  
and included positions at Eutaw ternational/intercultural studies Greensburg, Pennsylvania, died  

1975 Briscoe, 69, of 
Jasper, died May 20. M

 
ichael 

High School, Pickens County program at the University of June 3. Jim joined the Marine  served 22 years in the Air Force, 
High School, Pickens Academy Montevallo, retiring emerita  Corps after college and served  117th Intelligence Squadron, 
and Central High School. after 20 years. She subsequent-

1958  
in Vietnam from 1967-1968.  including active service during 

ly established the Institute of 
Nancy Adair, He rose to the rank of captain in  the Vietnam War and Desert 

Languages and Cultures through 84, of Hunts- the USMC and was awarded the  Storm. After earning a social 
which her Small World pro-ville, died June 8. She taught Purple Heart. After his discharge  work degree from UM, he was 
gram introduced thousands of English at Cullman High School from the Marine Corps in 1970,  employed by the Department of 
Alabama public school students and Huntsville High School Jim began his career in the railway  Human Resources in Jasper for 
to the languages and cultures of and ended her career at Grissom supply and steel industries. He  many years. 
Russia, China, Japan, Mexico, High School where she taught was president of Edgewater/Oak-
France and Germany for more Gail Vinson, 68, of Santa 

for 35 years. mont Steel in Pennsylvania and  

1959  
than 20 years. Rosa Beach, Florida, died Aug. 

Pennsylvania Cold Drawn Steel. 
Margaret 10. Gail taught at Montevallo 

Leroy Swanner, 79, of Portland, 
Boozer, 82, of Dr. Doug Pat- Elementary School from 1978 to 

Oregon, died March 6. Leroy Hoover, died Feb. 3. terson M.Ed. 1981 and later built a successful 
excelled in theatre at UM and 

1967 
’71, 75, of Troy

 
, died March 17. housekeeping and interior design 

Jackie Snoddy, 84, of Hunts- was heavily involved in College Doug served as the vice chancel- business servicing Montevallo ville, died May 20. She worked Night. Leroy and his ex-wife, lor of Troy University from 1989 and surrounding areas. After as a clerk in the U.S. Treasury Carolyn Reaves ’64, raised until his retirement in 2007. He moving to Florida in 2006, she Department and served as a three children while he served had previously served as director built a housekeeping and interior Bible teacher at Mount Zion 24 years as an ofcer in the U.S. 
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design business serving her new died Aug. 20. He practiced 
community. law and was owner/operator 

1976 
asville, Georgia, died J

 
of Cheaha Construction. He 

James Greene, 
served four terms as a Talladega 61, of Tom-
County commissioner and was a uly 8. 
longtime member of Te White James was a pitcher on the UM 
Flag Club of volunteers at the baseball team. He pitched 24 
Talladega Superspeedway. strikeouts in a single game and 

recorded fve no-hitters during Edward Lamar 
his collegiate career. James 
worked for many years as a car-

1986 
of Spanish Fort, died D

 Reeves, 56, 
ec. 1, 

rier with the U.S. Postal Service. 2020. Lamar joined the Smith 
Among his survivors is his wife, Dukes and Buckalew CPA frm 
Karen Greene ’89. in Mobile in 1986 and became 

1977  
a partner in 1998. Lamar was 

Carol Dubose, 
a devoted professional and 72, of Knoxville, 
advocate for the Alabama Society Tennessee, died March 18. She 
of CPAs, serving in various roles worked for many years for Knox 
and ofces including chairman County in Tennessee. 
from 2010-2011. In 2017, that 

Barbara Maroney M.Ed., of society honored Lamar with the 
Selma, died April 15. She spent Life Member Award, named in 
many years teaching elementary his honor, recognizing his service 
school in the Selma city school to the profession. Lamar was 
system. also a member of the American 

Institute of Certifed Public Mirian Monago, 65, of Alex-
Accountants and served as a andria, Virginia, died Feb. 15. 
member of the AICPA Council Mirian was a retired teacher with 
from 2010-2017. He previ-the Birmingham city school sys-
ously served terms on the UM tem, a restaurateur and a world 
Foundation Board and on the traveler. 

1980 
UMNAA Board of Directors. 

Mary Birdwell He is survived by his wife, Betsy 
M.Ed., 82, of Reeves ’85. Lamar and Betsy 

Hoover, died M
 

arch 31. Mary were active alumni throughout 
had a storied career in public the years. 
school education in Alabama 

Veta Giangros-and Florida as a teacher and 
so, 56, of coach. She led her teams to 1987 

Birmingham, died M
 

arch 6. Veta multiple championships in gym-
was an appeals coordinator with nastics, track and feld and cross 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of country before retiring from 
Alabama for more than 30 years. Hoover High School in 2003. 

Morgan Bell, Jon Lindberg, 64, of Birming-
MBA ’18, of ham, died May 6. After earning 2017 

Calera, died Aug. 22. S
 

he began a marketing degree from UM, 
her career as an intern at Central Jon built a successful business as 
Six AlabamaWorks, a nonproft a fnancial advisor and was prin-
that promotes vocational oppor-cipal and CEO of First Advisors 
tunities, moved into the role of Capital Inc. in Birmingham. 

1983  
workforce programs coordina-

Jack Swinford, tor and was later promoted to 
59, of Munford, manager. Morgan worked with 

educators to provide a better are parents of two daughters, 
understanding of opportuni- Sherry and Jenny. 
ties in local industries through Condolences to Marlene Moore 
hosting the Educator Workforce 

’59, of Riverside, California, 
Academy. Her survivors include on the death of her husband, 
her husband, Adam Bell ’17. Bartley, Aug. 22, 2020. 

CONDOLENCES Condolences to the family of 

Condolences to Dr. Sam SimoneJoe Bills ’85 , 75, of Mon-, of 
tevallo, who died April 9. Sam Selma, on the death of his wife, 
worked for UM for many years Margaret, 58, June 17. Joe and 
before retiring as a professor of Margaret met through the music 
communication studies in 2007. program at UM when they were 
Sam served as a corpsman on both students at the University. 
an aircraft carrier during the 

Condolences to the family of Pat Vietnam War, was later assigned 
Ebrahimi, 68, of Montevallo, as medical support to a Marine 
who died July 5. Pat worked as unit in Japan and served in the 
an administrative assistant in the Army Reserves for many years. 
UM Mass Communication Pro- Among survivors are his daugh-
gram for 34 years before retiring ter, Rachel Simone ’04, and 
in 2015. Survivors include her son, Daniel Simone ’07. 
husband Essie ’86, son Amir ’04  

Ashley ’09 Condolences to the family of and daughter . 
James Tingle, 90, of Birming-

Condolences to Wanza Lewis ham, who died June 1. James 
’59, of Dallas, Georgia, on the was an honorary UM alum and 
death of her husband Jim, 89, served on the University’s Board 
Sept. 19, 2020. Jim married of Trustees for 25 years. 
Wanza in June 1960, and they 

KEEP IN TOUCH!KEEP IN TOUCH! 
UPDATE YOUR INFO 

at montevallo.edu/update. 
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ALUMNI NEWS 

UMNAA BOARD OF DIRECTORS — WORKING FOR YOU! 
Greetings alumni! 

I have had the privilege and opportunity to serve as president of 
the University of Montevallo National Alumni Association since 
February 2020. As you look at my start date, you guessed it — my 
entire time in ofce has been during the pandemic. When you love 
your alma mater and know where you belong, you will let nothing 
stand in your way! Your UMNAA Board of Directors along with the 
University Alumni and Advancement ofce quickly pivoted to virtual 
platforms to continue our mission to: 

•  Enhance alumni ties to and support of the University. 
•  Promote active and efective participation of alumni in the Associ-

ation and the University. 
•  Advocate, promote and support the University of Montevallo and 

its unique mission to be a vital part of Alabama’s future. 

One thing is for sure, this pandemic has proven Montevallo  
alumni have great resolve! We have enjoyed seeing you on Zoom —  
attending virtual Cofee Breaks, Book Clubs, Career Panels, social  
justice forums, etc. It has also been great to see some of you in per-
son; in adherence with standard safety protocols, of course.   

Te UMNAA Board of Directors continues to work hard for 
alumni and the University. One event I would like to highlight is the 
UMNAA Summer Board Retreat held in June 2021. We kicked of 
the weekend with a cookout at University Lake on Friday. Te Junior 
Board of Directors were our special guests as we wanted to strengthen 
our connection with these young alumni leaders and enhance our 
mentorship program. On Saturday, we started the day with a tour 
of the new Center for the Arts by Andrew Fancher ’14, which was 
amazing. Ten we heard University updates and received information 
from several guest speakers: Karen Kelly ’80, UM Foundation presi-
dent; Scott Dillard, vice president of advancement and external afairs 
at UM; and Dr. Mary Beth Armstrong, UM provost. We spent the 
entire day taking care of alumni business including planning for the 
upcoming year, revising the alumni clubs handbook, creating alumni 
surveys for input, reviewing leadership and legacy alumni scholarship 
criteria, writing postcards to prospective students, planning Founders’ 
Day and Homecoming activities, promoting nominations for coveted 
alumni awards and more. I would like to personally thank the Board 
of Directors for their dedication and service to alumni and our 
beloved alma mater. 

On behalf of your Board of Directors, I would like to extend an  
invitation to all those who would like to get more involved in the mis-
sion of the National Alumni Association and to be part of your alma  
mater. We continue to host a number of events throughout the year  
to provide alumni with opportunities to connect. I hope to see you at  
Homecoming in February 2022 or at one of our virtual or in-person  
events soon! 

Cynthia Todd ’88 
UMNAA president 
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UMNAA Boards Cookout, June 25 
1 Diane Ray ’68, UMNAA Board 
secretary; Cynthia Todd ’88, UMNAA 
Board President; Claudia Harrell 
’73, UMNAA Board, and Matthew 
Mitchell ’06; 2 Alumni Council 
representative Jim Methvin ’73 and 
Foundation Board President Karen 
Kelly ’80; 3 Kay Butts-Pruett ’04, 
UMNAA Board, and Stephanie Shaw 
’93, UMNAA Board president-elect; 
4 Cortez Bennett ’12, Junior Board 
special events chair; Amber James 
’17, Junior Board; Lizbeth Juarez 
Hess ’18, Junior Board; Rebecca 
White ’15, Junior Board; and Zach 
Banks ’08, UMNAA Board; 5 Vice 
President of Advancement and 
External Affairs Scott Dillard MBA 
’17 with UMNAA Board member 
Greg Jones ’85 and Synthia Jones; 
6 UMNAA Board members Stacy 
Moon ’90 and Raymond Rainey 
Jr. ’88. 

UMNAA Board Retreat, June 26 
7 UMNAA Board members 
discuss plans for the coming year; 
8 UMNAA Board members receive 
a tour of the new Center for the 
Arts by Andrew Fancher ’14, facility 
manager for the center; 9 Kacie 
Kilpatrick ’09 and Kay Butts-Pruett 
’04 listen to reports at the UMNAA 
Board Retreat. 

Junior Board Retreat, Aug. 8 

10 Junior Board of Directors 
(front row, from left) Rebecca 
White ’15, Lizbeth Juarez Hess 
’18, Crystal Roskam ’16, Lindsey 
Underwood ’10, Communication 
Chair Isaac McDow ’10; (middle 
row) President Kacie Kilpatrick ’09, 
Jacob Guyton ’15, Finance Chair 
Lindsay Shippey ’13, President-
Elect Clark Maxwell ’13; (back 
row) Social Chair Christina Powell 
’10, Special Events Chair Cortez 
Bennett ’12 and Amber James ’17, 
(not shown) Morgan Alford ’18, 
Abigail Bradley ’14, Brittany Davis 
’17, Brian Hatcher ’17, Savannah 
Kitchens ’09, Roosevelt Mendez 
’16, Rev. Brandt Montgomery 
’07, Marcus Moore ’19, Jennifer 
Nelson ’09, Danielle Parks ’19 and 
Korey Wilson ’14; 11 Junior Board 
members brainstorm in Reynolds 
foyer prior to their board meeting. 

montevallo.edu/alumni | 35 

https://www.montevallo.edu/alumni/


 

ALUMNI EVENTS 

Alumni 
spoted at 

events held 
from May 
through 

September 
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Jeferson County Alumni Club 
Three on a String Concert 
1 The Jefferson County Alumni 
Club hosted a VIP experience at 
the Three on a String concert on 
Aug. 7 at the BJCC; 2 Several 
alumni attended the Three on a 
String concert on Friday evening, 
Aug. 6. 

Move-In Day 
3 Toni Leo ’80 along with another 
alumni volunteer at UM’s Move-In 
Day on Aug. 20; 4 President 
Stewart (left) and Cindi Stewart 
(right) greet families and help at 
Move-In Day. 

Divine Nine 
5-7 With the help of Dr. Stewart, 
Dr. Kristy Lee, Scott Dillard MBA 
’17, Coty Jones, Marion Brown ’03 
and the Alumni Offce, National 
Pan-Hellenic Council alumni, also 
known as Divine Nine, identifed 
a space on campus (near Farmer 
Hall) to create Divine Nine Plots. 
UMNAA welcomed NPHC alumni 
as part of the groundbreaking and 
space dedication ceremony on 
Saturday, Sept. 25. Following the 
groundbreaking, the Divine Nine 
alumni held a reunion at University 
Lake. The event was led by alumni 
Tracy Lyons ’94, Traci Moore ’94 
and Marvin Spencer ’93. 

Meet & Sweets Faculty 
& Staf Alumni 
8 From left, Susan Lee ’89, 
Barbara Holcombe ’12, Dr. Cindy 
Tidwell ’94, Jenny Thompson ’93 
and Christine Soria ’12 enjoy 
refreshments and sweet treats 
at the Faculty & Staff Alumni 
event on Sept. 30; 9 Dr. Bruce 
Finklea ’07, Nikki Bradbury ’06, 
Dr. Kristen Gilbert ’90, Dr. Sherry 
Ford M.A. ’94 and Kim Miller ’12 
join with alumni across campus to 
mingle and reminisce; 10 Tiffany 
Bunt ’00, Marion Brown ’03 and 
Kit Martin ’19 welcome more 
than 40 alumni faculty and staff 
members to the event in Reynolds 
Hall; 11 Jalete Nelms ’90 and 
Dawn Makofski ’00 pose after 
volunteering at the gathering. 

Virtual Events & Programming 
The Alumni Offce offers a variety of in-person and virtual events. Stay 
connected and join us! Learn more at montevallo.edu/alumni-events 
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Join us for Homecoming 2022 

Back on the Bricks:Where We Belong! 

Tentative Schedule (Subject to change) 2 p.m.  Purple vs. Gold Basketball Game 

Tuesday, Feb.  15    Alabama College Reunion and Class of 1962   
 recognition 

5:30 p.m.  College of Education and Human Development Alumni  4 p.m.  *Decades Reunions with special class 
 Recognition Dinner  recognition for: 

Friday, Feb. 18 
 Class of 1972, 1982, 1992, 2002 and 2012 

 Alumni Art Auction and Poole Party 

5:30 p.m.  *Class of 1972, 50-year Reunion Celebration and  5 p.m.  *Young Alumni Reunion 
 UMNAA Distinguished Alumni Reception (by invitation) 

7 p.m.  *College Night productions 
7 p.m.  *College Night productions 

Saturday, Feb. 19 Throughout the day 
8:30 a.m.  Alumni Coffee & Registration in Reynolds Hall 

9 a.m.  Departmental Coffee/Breakfast Receptions 
on Saturday  

Alumni Art Exhibition & Silent Auction 
9:30 a.m.  Departmental/Affnity Receptions Auction will begin three weeks prior. 

10:30 a.m.  GV/PV Reunions Carmichael Library Open House 
View yearbooks and College Night material. Noon  *UMNAA Homecoming Recognition Luncheon 

 • Distinguished Alumni Award 
 • Nathalie Molton Gibbons Alumni Achievement Award 
 • Nathalie Molton Gibbons Young Achiever’s Award More info to come. 
 • Honored Classes/UMNAA Annual Business Meeting *Event requires ticket or registration. 

For more information, including detailed Homecoming schedule, registration and lodging, or to purchase 
College Night and reunion tickets, please visit montevallo.edu/homecoming or call the Alumni Offce at 205-665-6223. 

https://www.montevallo.edu/alumni/alumni-events/homecoming/
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