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The 22nd Annual

Loretta G. Brown
Symposium 

Literacy, language and culture: 
Considerations and implications for 

AAE-speaking children 

Megan-Brette Hamilton, 
Ph.D., CCC-SLP

September 24, 2021
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Merchants & Planters 
Bank Auditorium 

located on the UM campus in

Humanities Hall

Sponsored by:
ABESPA & UM Department of 

Communication Science and Disorders

About the Speaker
Dr. Megan-Brette Hamilton is an Assistant 

Professor at Auburn University and 
an ASHA-certified speech-language 

pathologist. Prior to academia, Dr. Hamilton 
worked as an SLP for 10 years in Brooklyn, 

New York, where most of her caseload 
consisted of African American and Hispanic/
Latinx children. Her current research focuses 

on the classroom and clinical experiences 
of speakers of non-mainstream dialects 
of English with and without language 

disorders, with a particular focus on African 
American English-speaking children. 

Her work also focuses on the cultural-
linguistic competence and perspectives 
of professionals and students. She hosts 

the Honeybee Connection Podcast by MB, 
where one-on-one conversations explore 
the role of identity, language and culture 
in communication. More information and 
resources can be found on her personal 

website meganbrettehamilton.com.

Location: Humanities Hall

Directions to Humanities Hall
From I-65 S, take exit 234 toward the Shelby 

County Airport. Use the left two lanes to 
merge onto County Road 87; continue onto 
Smokey Road. Turn right onto County Road 

22 W; turn left onto Hwy. 119 S. Turn right 
onto Nabors Street; turn right onto Plowman 
Street and continue through the intersection 

to College Drive. Parking is available down the 
hill on College Drive. To reach Humanities Hall, 

walk up the hill and turn right onto Farmer 
Street. Humanities Hall will be the two story 
brick building on the left. Humanities Hall is 

attached by a breezeway to Morgan Hall.
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Literacy, language and culture: 
Considerations and implications 

for AAE-speaking children 

Learner Outcomes

Participants will be able to:

• Describe how speakers of African American 
English (AAE) connect their use of language to 
their cultural identity.

• Identify cultural-linguistic influences within oral 
communication exchanges. 

• Identify cultural-linguistic influences within 
written communication exchanges.

• Determine which features of speech, 
language and communication are indicative of 
communication challenges and which features 
are indicative of cultural-linguistic differences for 
AAE-speaking students while applying positive 
noncomparative descriptions.

• Identify culturally-linguistically responsive 
assessment strategies and tools for AAE-
speakers.

ABESPA and UM do not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age 
or disability in employment or the provision of 
services.

Dr. Hamilton’s financial and non-financial disclosures are available 
at alabamashaa.com/CE-Events.

Presentation abstract  
Cultural-linguistic differences between SLPs and 
African American students may lead to inaccurate 
assessment practices, misdiagnoses and ineffective 
intervention practices. The first part of this 
workshop considers the cultural-linguistic identities 
of AAE-speaking students and examines the 
nature of African American English (AAE) in and 
of itself. The second part provides implications and 
concrete strategies that SLPs can use to provide 
culturally responsive service delivery for AAE-
speaking students.

Registration 7:30-8 a.m.

Opening remarks 8-8:15 a.m.

AAE in the context of 
culture and identity

8:15-9:45 a.m.

Break 9:45-10 a.m.

Understanding AAE in and 
of itself including oral and 
written communication

10-11:30 a.m.

Lunch on your own 11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m.

Culturally-linguistically 
responsive assessment 
strategies for AAE-
speakers

12:45-2:15 p.m.

Break 2:15-2:30 p.m.

Culturally-linguistically  
responsive treatment 
strategies for AAE-
speakers

2:30-4 p.m.

Symposium Registration Form  
Sign up for Price

❑ ABESPA member $90

❑ Non ABESPA member $100

❑ Student $10

❑ *Spring 2021 externship 
supervisor gratis

❑ UM student gratis

Total $

*Only spring 2021 clinical supervisors are eligible for gratis 
tuition for conference.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email address:

Registration fee is due on 
or before Sept. 17, 2021.

Please make checks payable to University of 
Montevallo Foundation and write “Speech and 

Language Center” on the memo line.

Mail registration to:

Communication Science and Disorders
Station 6720, University of Montevallo

Montevallo, Alabama 35115




