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Jeremy Howard received a B.M.E. in vocal music education and an M.M. with an emphasis in the Kodály 
philosophy from Morehead State University. He holds certification in all three levels of the Kodály teaching 
method. Additionally, he studied at the Kodály Institute in Kecskemet, Hungary during the summer of 2011. 
Mr. Howard currently serves as the General Music Teacher and Choir Director at Christ the King Cathedral 
School in Lexington,Kentucky. He is active as a conductor and clinician, and teaches Kodály certification 
courses in Alabama and Kentucky. He is the president of the Kentucky Association of Kodály Educators 
(KAKE) and a member of the Organization of American Kodály Educators (OAKE).

Dr. Rachel Gibson is a Professor of Music at Westfield State University in Massachusetts and holds a Ph.D. in 
Music Education from the University of Washington. She is a specialist in early childhood and elementary 
music education, has training in Kodály and Orff approaches, and  is an active national and international 
clinician. She completed a ten-month sabbatical in Guatemala and Nicaragua where she engaged in folk song 
collection and research . As a Fulbright Global Scholar, she is currently teaching and researching children's 
music at Universidad de Málaga in Spain. Prior to her current position, Dr. Gibson taught K-6 general and 
choral music for 15 years in New York, Connecticut, and Washington State. 

Dr. Michele Paynter Paise is a member of the music faculty at Morehead State University, where she teaches 
undergraduate and graduate courses in music education. In addition, she serves as Director of The Kodály 
Institute of Kentucky. Certified in both Orff Schulwerk and Kodály, Dr. Paise is a sought after clinician who 
has presented numerous workshops focused on elementary and vocal music education. She holds two 
Bachelor of Arts degrees from Shepherd University, a Master of Music degree from The Peabody Institute of 
the Johns Hopkins University, and a Doctorate of Musical Arts from Arizona State University. 

Dr. Austin Showen, Assistant Professor, is Director of Music Education at Shepherd University. He is a West 
Virginia native and a proud alumnus of Shepherd University where he earned his Bachelor of Music 
Education. Austin earned his Master of Music Education with Kodály certification from Capital University in 
Columbus, Ohio, and Ph.D. in music education from Arizona State University. Prior to university teaching, 
Austin taught K-5 general music and 9-12 choral music, guitar, and songwriting in WV and AZ. As a music 
educator, he is passionate about building collaborative artistic communities and promoting critical and 
creative inquiry through participatory music-making.

The University of Montevallo Kodály Institute is endorsed by the Organization of American Kodály Educators.
Register online at www.montevallo.edu/kodaly, and follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/UMkodaly 
Please contact 205-665-6250 or dss@montevallo.edu at least one week prior to event to request disability-related 
accommodations. www.montevallo.edu/disabilityaccess
For more information, contact Dr. Becky Halliday: ahalliday@montevallo.edu




