Tin Can Wind Chime: An Upcycled Craft
General information:
To upcycle something is to take an item that would normally be recycled and create a new product with
value using this item. This craft uses aluminum cans and fishing line (things that could be recycled) to create a
wind chime that adds beauty and value to your yard. Be as creative as you would like with this project!
Experiment with different size cans or with different colors of paints or designs. E-mail pictures of yours to
eeprograms@montevallo.edu, or tag us on social media! Please note: you will need an adult's help with
certain parts of this project.

Materials Needed:









four to five small sticks (you will need one stick for each can)
one large stick
four to five tin cans, washed
a nail
hammer
string (yarn, fishing line, or twine will work)
paint (optional)
scissors

Steps:
1. Rinse and dry tin cans; have an adult make sure there are no sharp edges.
2. Paint tin cans. This step is optional.
3. Once the paint has dried, have an adult use the nail and hammer to create a hole in the bottom of the
can. The hole should be in the center of the bottom of the can to help it hang straight.
4. Break the smaller sticks so that they are no wider than the width of the can.
5. For each can, you will need to cut an equal length of string. (For example if you have four cans, you will
need four strings.) The length of the string should be 12-18 inches long.
6. Feed the string through the hole in the bottom of the can from the outside. Once you’ve fed the string
through, tie one small stick to the end to hold it in place on the inside of the can.
7. Using the other end of the string, tie each of your cans to the larger stick. When you tie them to the larger
stick, make sure the openings of your cans are all facing down and that the cans are close enough to swing
and hit each other. This will give them the “chime” effect when the wind blows.
8. The last step will be to tie a string to each end of the larger stick to use for hanging up your wind chime.
You may want to create a loop in the center by taping the string together so that the wind chime will not spin
around while hanging.
9. Finally, hang up your wind chime! The next time the wind blows, you will hear beautiful music from your
upcycled product!
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