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Dr. Emma Atwood was the recipient of the 2019 Honors Program Faculty Award. 
Th e students who nominated Dr. Atwood said, “Dr. Atwood’s passion for what 

she teaches and her joy in the classroom eff use among the entire space and 
make every student hold as much enthusiasm as she does. She brings so much 

passion and knowledge to every class she teaches, makes everything she teaches            
enjoyable, and ensures that every student gets something out of the course. She 
goes above and beyond to make sure we are engaged and feel confi dent about 

what we are learning. She welcomes creativity and accepts it, even if one student’s 
writing style or way of thinking doesn’t align with hers. Dr. Atwood encompasses 
what it takes to be an Honors professor, bringing passion, creativity, knowledge, 

and care to every class.” She joins past winners Drs. Wang, Hultquist, 
and Beringer.
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Honors Events
     

As You Like It
     
     On April 11, eleven Honors students and
 two faculty members traveled to  
 Montgomery to see the Alabama 
 Shakespeare Festival’s production of As You 
 Like It.
     First-year Honors student Ariel Hall said, 
 “As You Like It was such a dynamic show 
 with creative costume changes, the use of 
 the garden for the set, and the heartfelt
 characters. I can’t wait to go next year!”

     Honors BFA Exhibition
     Erica Lewis, a May 2019 Honors Diploma graduate, held her Bachelor of Fine Arts Exhibition in Drawing 

& Printmaking in Th e Gallery of Bloch Hall, April 22 - 25.
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HNRS 309: Journeys through Counter-Storytelling

 

by Dr. Gregory Samuels

You think your pain and your heartbreak are unprecedented in the history of the world, but then you read. It was 
books that taught me that the things that tormented me most were the very things that connected me with all the 
people who were alive, or who had ever been alive.
–James Baldwin

 On April 4th, Dr(s). Gregory Samuels and Amy Samuels (guest chaperone) and Honors students en-
rolled in HNRS 309 Journeys Through Counter Storytelling and Place-Based Learning took a one-day field 
trip to Montgomery, AL. When some people think of Montgomery, they think of stately, ivory white capitol 
buildings, the birthplace of the Civil Rights Movement (Selma March & Bus Boycott), Dexter Avenue Baptist 
Church, Alabama State University, or possibly the occurrence of one of the world’s largest Shakespeare festivals. 
However, these social justice advocates desired to fulfill course and personal initiatives aligned with place-
based education and counter storytelling by visiting a sacred space known as the Legacy Museum & National 
Memorial for Peace and Justice. The Equal Justice Initiative (EJI) and Bryan Stevenson opened these sites to 
the public on April 26, 2018 to host the nation’s first museum and memorial dedicated to the legacy of enslaved 
black people, people terrorized by lynching, African Americans humiliated by racial segregation and Jim Crow, 
and people of color burdened with contemporary presumptions of guilt and police violence.
 
 The first portion of this field trip immediately placed students in an educational space which also marks 
the exact location of a 19th century slave warehouse: the Legacy Museum. This experience allowed students 
the opportunity to view mini-documentaries on topics of mass incarceration, witness holograms reciting slave 
narratives, read authentic letters from prisoners, bear witness to a creatively designed timeline of racial violence 
and oppression, and even manipulate interactive maps of lynching sites throughout the U.S.

 Afterwards, student took a short trip to the nearby Memorial for Peace & Justice.  Set on a six-acre site, 
students meandered while reflecting through the campus which uses sculpture, art, and design to contextu-
alize racial terror. The site includes a memorial square with 800 six-foot monuments to symbolize thousands 
of racial terror lynching victims in the U.S., and specifically, the counties of their occurrences. Students were 
allowed to experience the grounds at their own pace, in silence, or engage in intimate conversations related to 
their thoughts on the past, present, and the future of civil and human rights in the Deep South, the U.S., and 
throughout the world.

 EJI has invited counties across the country to claim their monuments and install them in their per-
manent “homes” in the counties they represent. All of the counties present, along with names, and dates are 
equally important, however students were able to see evidence of racial violence in their own backyard: Bibb, 
Chilton, and Jefferson (see more counties at https://lynchinginamerica.eji.org/explore/alabama). Locations and 
dates not only include states in the Deep South, but as far north as New York and west as California, with dates 
as recent as 1950!

 On the way home and during lunch, students were able to connect with one another and discuss what 
they witnessed while using language and reasoning aligned with critical race theory and counter storytelling, 
place-based education, and their own life experiences. As the course assignments and class discussions come to 
a close this semester, the real work begins. It is up to these social justice advocates to continue their civic-mind-
ed efforts to further the need to balance justice in our legal systems and communities now and in the future.

Students in attendance included: Kendall R Criswell, Ovi Donnelly, Peri McCoy, Heather Otis, Natalie Roberts, 
Jillian Sharpe, and Madelyn Watkins
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Sculpture at the Equal Justice 
Initiative Memorial

Honors 309 students reading and reflecting at 
the Equal Justice Initiative Memorial.

Photo credit: Dr. Gregory Samuels

HNRS 309: Journeys through Counter-Storytelling, continued

    Honors 309 students and Dr. Gregory Samuels                             Slave Market marker in Montgomery
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Summer Internship in Washington, D.C.

 by Zoe Scott
 One summer can truly change your life, and my
 experience in Washington, D.C. is evidence of that. Ever since I
 can remember, I have wanted to contribute to Capitol Hill, 
 however, for a variety of reasons I doubted that opportunity would
 ever be possible for me.
 Firstly, I knew I wanted to work towards accomplishing
 goals I believe in, and that implied interning for a member of
 Congress I aligned with ideologically. This presented an obstacle,
 because before Doug Jones was elected in December of 2017, the
 last time Alabama had sent a Democrat to the Senate was in 1992,
 six years before I was born. Futhermore, that Senator was none 
 other than Richard Shelby, who changed parties and became a
 Republican two years after his election. Secondly, Washington, D.C.
 is a notoriously expensive city, and internships are generally 
 unpaid. This inherent financial barrier seemed to cement my 
 doubts of my own ambitions.

 However, in January of 2018, Democrat Doug Jones took office in the U.S. Senate, and the
 University of Montevallo partnered with the nonprofit organization College to Congress, which works to
 provide pathways for students to intern on the Hill who otherwise could not afford to do so. Thus, the 
 stars aligned to make this experience of a lifetime a reality.
 While in the capital, I made connections with Montevallo alum, bipartisan allies through College
 to Congress, and many Alabamians. I attended briefings and hearings on a wide range of topics, from the
 Farm Bill to the Endangered Species Act to civil rights legislation. I gave tours of the Capitol, answered
 constituent communications, and provided research and writing assistance to the office. Most importantly,
 though, I grew both as a person and as a professional. I discovered a deeper appreciation for bipartisanship
 and diversity, and for public service as a career. I left my intership with an energy and enthusiasm I can
 only describe as “Potomac Fever.”

Montevallo students and 
alumni, President Stewart, 
and Dean Armstrong in 
Washington, D.C., Summer
2018.
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Travel Grant: Central States Communication Association

 
 by Dr. Tiffany Wang
 Recently, I was able to attend the Central States Communication Association (CSCA) Convention in
 Omaha, Nebraska. CSCA is the largest regional communication association in the country and the fourth
 largest communication association in the world, so it is a privilege to attend and present my work. As an
 Honors faculty member, I am always looking for ways to improve my teaching in the COMS 102 courses. On
 Thursday, I chaired a panel entitled Administrivia Trifecta: Basic Course Dialogue Perspectives that focused on
 ways faculty members, basic course directors, and administrators can work together to make the basic course
 better. Later that day, I presented on a panel entitled Do Ancillary Technologies Create More Dialogue in the
 Basic Course Classroom: A Discussion of the Use of Technology Ancillary Materials in the Basic Course where
 we discussed ways we can incorportate technology effectively in the basic course. On Friday, I presented on a
 panel entitled Going Behind Closed Doors: Making Family Research into Student Accessible Case Studies. I’m
 excited to start implementing some of these case studies into my crosslisted HNRS 309 Family Communication
 course this summer. Although I thoroughly enjoyed all aspects of the convention, the most exciting moment
 happened Friday night at the Annual CSCA President’s Party where I was asked by the Executive Director
 and President to serve as our next Executive Director. I can’t wait to see what’s ahead and hope to be able to 
 involve Honors students in professional development positions related to this role!

Photo credit: Dr. Tiffany Wang
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Travel Grant: National Conference on Undergraduate Research
by Katharine Warren
 I am very pleased that I ventured outside of my comfort zone and attended this conference. I was 
extremely nervous beforehand, as I dislike presenting and this conference had over 4,000 attendees. 
Previously, I had only attended the much smaller ACETA conference at montevallo, in which I presented 
as a panel with some classmates. At the NCUR conference, as my turn to present approached, I felt a grow-
ing apprehension and begun to question my right to be at this conference. Surely my research could not 
be as stellar as that of the other presenters, right? Before the conference, I had been slightly worried that I 
might receive questions to which I would be unable to give a satisfactory answer; however, thankfully, this 
situation did not arise.
 Additionally, hearing other students’ presentations was amazing. It was super interesting to hear 
how everyone else developed their topics and research and to see their different presentation styles, wheth-
er they read from their paper, or presented from memory or whether they used a PowerPoint or not. The 
variety of topics, too, was astounding! Overall, I learned a lot from this experience and from the other 
presenters. I also feel that I gained confidence in my presentation skills and research abilities. Aside from 
my initial nerves, I greatly enjoyed this opportunity!



8

HONORS PROGRAM NEWS

Honors Student Presentations at UR Day

Oral Presentations

“An Analysis of Napoleonic Policies
and Ideas Leading to and Directly
Impacting Italian Unifi cation”
Jeff rey Devine

“His Kind: A Study of Male Sexual
Being and Homosociality”
Donovan Cleckley

“Personal Space: Extraterrestrial
Landscapes and 19th Century
Literary Identity”
Laura DeRocher

“When Can We Relax? A Historical
Analysis of Black Women’s Hair 
in Working America”
Rebekah Koen

“Th e Power Suit: A Rhetorical 
Examination of Gendered 
Professional Attire”
Erica Lewis 

“Th e Implementation and 
Promotion of Self-Regulated
Learning in K-3 Classrooms: A
Synthesis of Sources”
Lily Dickinson

Poster Presentations

“Mental Health and Mental
 Illness Policy in Alabama”

Kendall Criswell

“Hydrothermal Synthesis
 of Metal Coordination
 Polymers”

Olivia Eldridge and
 William Lowery

“Consumer Literacy of
 Clothing Care Label
 Symbols”

Katherine Pearce

 “Identifying Molecular
 Structure of Organic
 Compounds Using 11
 NMR Spectroscopy” 

Abbey Th ornton

This year was the 22nd annual   
Undergraduate Research at the 
University of Montevallo. Eleven 

Honors students presented their work with 
either oral or poster presentations.
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Refl ections on Undergraduate Research
                                                                                                         
           I was inspired by my professor and research advisor, Dr. Tidwell, to join the UR program. Her passion for 
undergraduate research made me excited to join her project. Undergraduate research is a great opportunity to 
gain experience in designing a project, conducting research, working on a deadline, and managing a team. Th ese 
skills are important in many fi elds and will look great on a resume when you apply for a job.
                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                              My research was on proton NMR spectroscopy, 
                                                                                                       which is a lab technique I learned a lot about but 
                  never had a chance to work with when I was in
                                                                                                        organic chemistry. Th is technique is closely related to
                                                                                                        MRI technology, and, as pre-Med student, is useful
                                                                                                        for the MCAT and Med school preparation.
                                                                                                             Undergraduate research is a great opportunity for
                                                                                                        anyone in any major. If you are interested in a subject 
                                                                                                        or think you might have a great idea for a project, go
                                                                                                        talk to your professors. If you don’t know what you
                                                                                                        want to do but you think you might want to do UR,
                                                                                                         ask your professors if they need students for projects
                                                                                                         they are working on. -- Abbey Th ornton

 
 As a McNair Scholar, it is my end goal to have a Ph.D. Earning a Ph.D takes a lot of dedication and a 
   part of that is conducting research. It is my dream to attend the University of Chicago’s Harris School of Public 
   Policy, so Dr. Eckelman helped me decide to conduct a policy analysis for my research. Doing UR has so many
   benefi ts, but the most valuable one is learning how to conduct research at the graduate school level. You learn
   how to make connections with your advisors, and learn important tools for making your research successful. 
 As someone who struggles with depression and anxiety, I have noticed through my own experiences that 
   Alabama does not seem to have a focus on eff ective treatment for those who struggle with mental illness and 
   mental health challenges. I felt that conducting a policy analysis on current policies in Alabama would not
   only help me to better understand what I have dealt with but to also give information to those who need it.
                                                                                      -- Kendall Criswell
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Refl ections on Undergraduate Research
 As someone interested in rhetoric specifi cally within my English major, UR was a great way for me to 
tailor a course for credit to my interests. I am also really passionate about unconscious bias and jumped on 
any chance I could fi nd to pursue researching it.
 Budgeting time throughout a semester as well as meeting one-on-one with a professor were two 
amazing experiences. I also have a lot of anxiety about presenting, so that was another huge benefi t for me. 
As someone pursuing my MFA outside of rhetoric, this project gave me a way to facilitate my own 
personal research outside of a class setting. As I previously stated, I am passionate about unconscious bias, 
so that portion of the topic was easy to choose. I have also been really questioning some social expectations, 
so on personal issue I have been examining is clothing in a professional environment. I chose this research 
because it helped me understand what I was feeling, why I had previously felt diff erently, and how I can move 
forward better with better understanding of how media gave me these preconceived notions.
 If I could give advice to other Honors students considering Undergraduate Research, I would say DO 
IT! I wish I’d done this since my freshman year. If you have any plans at all to go into research or academia, 
you need to practice everything about this experience. It is an amazing way to earn credit while really 
delving into things that you love and actively want to research. -- Erica Lewis

I chose my topic over the summer while working with one of my friends. She attends another 
university and was also doing undergraduate research. While our topics were not similar, she was a great 
support as I looked into past research in my particular interests of textiles and consumers. Finding my specif-
ic topic was defi nitely a eureka moment. All it took was several months of reading other research, but it was 
worth it once I found it! -- Katherine Pearce
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Congratulations to the Spring 2019 Honors Diploma graduates!

Hannah Bell, Maggie Jo Benson, Donovan Cleckley,
Alex Coleman, Laura DeRocher, Isaac Devine,

River Dolan, Jamie Haas, Ashton Irvin,
John Janssen, Gordon Kennedy, Rebekah Koen,

Erica Lewis, Mary Light, Ryne Mills,
Ryan Orso, Kaitlyn Shehee, Colton Vaughn, 

Aden Ward, and Savannah Willard

Honors Program Student Accolades for 2019-2020

 Montevallo Masters: Olivia Eldridge, Riley Hickman, Jay Houser, 
William Lowery, Daniel Moore, 

Bria Owens, Morgan Scott

 Montevallo Mavens: Jenna Baldwin, Candler Brown, 
Riley Hickman, Peri McCoy

 Orientation Leaders: Peri McCoy, Bria Owens

 Honors Program Peer Mentors: Anna Blanchard, Candler Brown, 
Riley Hickman, Jovanna Kloss, Kenny McCurdy, Odi Ozuligbo, 

Abbey Thornton, Sarah Wagner
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Requirements to Stay Active in Honors

-Maintain at least a 3.2 overall GPA
-Take at least one Honors course per academic year

You will be notifi ed via campus e-mail at the end 
of each semester if your status changes.

instagram.com / umhonors

facebook.com / HonorsUM

twitter.com / UMHonors

(205) 665 - 6501

honors@montevallo.edu

snapchat.com / umhonors

Honors Program Director 
Dr. Cathlena Martin 

Administrative Assistant 
Caralyn McDaniel

Hill House, Station 6501
Montevallo, AL 35115


