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From Calkins Hall
Dear Montevallo family,

In this issue, we celebrate the University 
of Montevallo’s profound and wide-reaching 
impact on Alabama’s Bicentennial celebration, 
which is culminating with several events, proj-
ects and celebrations across the state this year. 

Whether it’s serving as one of the primary 
ambassadors for the entire Bicentennial 
program, creating artwork for several Alabama 
counties or leading the charge in Alabama’s 
school systems to use the Bicentennial cele-
bration as a catalyst for heightened student 
engagement, UM alumni, faculty and students 
are playing a major role in making the state’s 
200th birthday a success. 

Such involvement is emblematic of the 
Montevallo spirit, and is indicative of the level 

of leadership, passion and active, responsible citizenship instilled in students during their 
time at our beloved University. 

These qualities continue to earn national recognition and praise, and I am pleased to 
report the University has earned the Colleges of Distinction designation for the eighth-con-
secutive year, was recently ranked in U.S. News and World Report’s lists of the Best Public 
Regional Universities in the South, Most Innovative Schools, Best Undergraduate Teaching 
and Best Value Schools and has been named a Military Friendly School by the VIQTORY 
organization. 

In addition to the overall Colleges of Distinction award, Montevallo has also earned 
program-specific praise for the Stephens College of Business and the College of Education 
and Human Development and continues to be one of only two public higher education 
institutions in the state to earn the Public Colleges of Distinction badge. 

These recognitions serve to validate our mission of offering a unique, student-focused 
learning environment and help reinforce Montevallo’s already sterling reputation nationwide. 

No matter where UM graduates venture after their time on our beautiful campus, they 
take with them the skills learned during their time here. Their positive impact on the world 
is immense.

Thank you for all you do in support of the students we serve!

Respectfully,

Dr. John W. Stewart III
President

facebook.com/UMontevallo

facebook.com/UMalum
twitter.com/Montevallo instagram.com/Montevallo

On the Cover Several UM alumni have contributed to the Alabama Art Education 
Association’s Canvassing Art Across Alabama program to create a composite painting of 
Alabama (see more on pages 19-21). The completed project will be displayed in the Alabama 
Capitol in December.
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FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

LET US 
NOW PRAISE
SWEET HOME 
ALABAMA
Landers creates opera 
in celebration of 
Alabama Bicentennial
BY REED STRENGTH ’16

In 1936, on assignment for Fortune 
Magazine, writer James Agee and pho-
tographer Walker Evans spent eight weeks 

documenting the lives of impoverished tenant 
farmers living in Tuscaloosa and Hale counties.

Though the article was never printed, Agee’s 
descriptions of life as a sharecropper under the 
weight of the Great Depression and Evans’ strik-
ing photography were eventually published in a 
1941 book titled Let Us Now Praise Famous Men.

Now, nearly 80 years later, Dr. Joseph Land-
ers, professor of music, is only a few months 
from debuting an original operatic adaptation 
of Agee and Evans’ seminal work in celebration 
of Alabama’s forthcoming Bicentennial.

It’s taken the composer, recently named to 
the 2019 Todd and Linda Strange Endowed 
Professorship, five years to create what’s become 
his most ambitious project. He compared the 
process to “building an aircraft carrier out of 
popsicle sticks.”

“I told myself I could do it, but I don’t know 
if I believed myself when I told myself I could 

do it,” said Landers. “I’m really pleased with how 
it turned out. It wasn’t something that exhausted 
me, it was something that invigorated me.”

The production is a joint collaboration with 
the Tuscaloosa Symphony Orchestra, The 
University of Alabama Opera Theatre and The 
University of Alabama School of Music. Addi-
tionally, the Alabama State Council on the Arts 
provided financial support via a grant. 

The idea for the opera began not long after 
Landers composed a requiem in honor of the 
2011 Tuscaloosa tornado victims. 

For Landers, born and raised in Birmingham 
and an alumnus of the UA School of Music, 
the requiem made him reflect on what it meant 
to be a composer from Alabama and how he 
could honor his state’s history. 

“You have to have a dream to believe in, and 
you have to think about something bigger than 
yourself. This opera is bigger than me, and I 
think that was important to think about as I 
did it,” said Landers.

Over the course of two acts, he aims to  

capture the resiliency of the Alabama sharecrop-
pers Agee and Evans depicted decades later. 

“There is an oppressive mood and idea. But 
the challenge is, through the music, telling the 
story of how these people overcame this oppres-
sion,” said Landers. 

“Let Us Now Praise Famous Men” will make 
its premiere at UA’s Moody Concert Hall on 
Oct. 21. Alabama Public Television will televise 
a special rebroadcast of the opera and will then 
stream the piece via its website for three years.

Though the curtain has yet to close on “Let Us 
Now Praise Famous Men,” Landers already has 
plans for another opera rooted in his home state. 

“The interesting thing — people have a 
greater connection with an opera if it’s about 
them, if it’s about where they live. Even if it’s 
just the people in Alabama I’m reaching, it’s 
incredibly important to me that I can tell the 
story of the state through this very powerful 
medium,” he said. “If I just write operas about 
Alabama for the rest of my life, I’d be very 
satisfied.”

Dr. Joseph Landers, professor of music, has spent 
the last five years adapting Let Us Now Praise 
Famous Men into an original opera.

4 | Montevallo Today



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Bringing Art to All
BY LINDSAY SCHLUNTZ

As Alabama celebrates its 200th birthday 
this year, one Montevallo senior is working to 
make sure one of civilization’s oldest and most 
important institutions is accessible to everyone. 

For senior art major Cheyanne Smith, art is 
an essential component of what it means to be 
human.

“There is evidence in cave paintings that 
show we have been creating art for over 25,000 

years — 15,000 years before we even under-
stood how to grow food,” she pointed out. “The 
very act of choosing to spend time creating 
imagery over hunting, sleeping or other actions 
pertaining to survival not only implies art’s 
importance, it also suggests how fundamental 
art is to our well-being.”

As the first in her family to graduate high 
school or attend college, Smith is a part of the 

McNair Scholars Program, which is designed to 
assist first-generation and limited-income stu-
dents with furthering their education beyond 
the undergraduate level. 

“I knew that getting an education was im-
perative to breaking the cycle of poverty in my 
family,” she said. “I am so grateful to UM for 
creating an opportunity like this for me.”

She is making the most of this opportunity, 
pursuing a teaching pedagogy and working to 
advance art accessibility through developing 
assistive technology for individuals with disabil-
ities in Alabama and throughout the world. 

“My first development was a device that 
allows users to see sound,” she said. “Working 
with Dr. Q (Dr. Qshequilla Mitchell, director 
of McNair Scholars Program) and my two 
faculty mentors, (UM Professor of Art) Collin 
Williams and (Assistant Professor of Art) Lee 
Somers, we nearly got approved for a patent.”

Her second invention is still in development 
and allows blind individuals to experience art 
via physical touch through sensor-coated gloves. 

After a colleague suggested she apply as an 
art teacher at the Alabama Institute for the 
Deaf and Blind, Smith began to create ways 
to incorporate what she was learning at UM 
into her art classes. The result was a creative, 
accessible approach to experiencing art. She 
actively equipped her students with a means of 
self-expression. 

“Art became a powerful tool that enabled 
them to show others their own perspectives,” 
she said. “One of my students told me she 
loved finally being able to paint (in these 
unique ways) with her daughter. Other students 
who hadn’t always been blind were relieved to 
hold a paintbrush again.” 

Though a student herself, Smith’s contribu-
tion to providing accessibility to creating art re-
sulted in her own students feeling empowered. 

“I am so thankful to have seen and even been 
a small part of their progression towards more 
confident and independent lives,” she said. 

“Art became a powerful 
tool that enabled them 

to show others their own 
perspectives.”

Cheyanne Smith showcases a 
piece of technology she created 
to allow individuals with hearing 

impairments to see sound.

montevallo.edu/alumni | 5



CAMPUS NEWS

COE Becomes CEHD
On May 1, the UM Board of Trustees voted to approve the renaming 

of the College of Education to the College of Education and Human 
Development. 

Dr. Courtney Bentley, CEHD dean, said the name change is more en-
compassing of the college’s offerings and its efforts to produce well-rounded 
professionals who are prepared to make an impact in the world. 

“While we are proud of our tradition and continued commitments 
to high-quality educator preparation, our additional emphasis on health 
and human science programs necessitated a more inclusive name for 
the college,” Bentley said. “As the College of Education and Human 
Development, our name more aptly reflects all of our exceptional pro-
grams. More importantly, we now showcase how these programs work 
in concert to better prepare professionals to positively impact individuals 
and communities in the connected fields of education, leadership, health 
and human sciences.”

For the eighth consecutive year, the University has been named to the prestigious 
national Colleges of Distinction list, remaining one of only two public higher education 
institutions in the state to achieve the honor, and was also named one of the top univer-
sities in the nation for career preparedness.

In addition to again earning the overall Colleges of Distinction designation, UM 
achieved program-specific recognition for the Stephens College of Business and the 
College of Education and Human Development.

Colleges of Distinction’s selection process consists of detailed interviews and research 
for each institution’s freshman experience and retention efforts alongside its general 
education programs, career development, strategic plan, student satisfaction and more. 
Schools are accepted on the basis that they adhere to four distinctions: engaged stu-
dents, great teaching, vibrant community and successful outcomes.

Montevallo Again Named College of Distinction

From April 18-20, UM hosted a multitude of workshops and perfor-
mances during the annual Forte Festival of Creativity on campus. 

This year’s theme was Open Table and represented a collaboration 
between all four colleges and the Montevallo Arts Council, which was 
a first for the event. It included guest presenters, student groups and 
faculty, and presented innovative approaches and hands-on experiences 
tied into the theme. 

The festival featured events such as an interactive puppet workshop, 
a cookie and cupcake challenge, interactive coding and comic-drawing 
workshops, multiple performances, an arts festival at Orr Park and  
gallery showcases.

Campus Hosts Forte Festival of Creativity

6 | Montevallo Today
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University Freezes Tuition
In an effort to assist students with the rising costs of higher education, 

the University is freezing 2019-2020 tuition at the undergraduate level.
In addition to freezing tuition, University administration is also 

restructuring student fees.
“The fee simplification will make it easier for students to predict and 

understand their bills,” said Mary Ellen Heuton, vice president for busi-
ness affairs. “An aspect I am particularly pleased with is the elimination 
of the course fees, as those could cause unexpected charges on a student’s 
bill if they changed their schedule to a class with a fee.”

Outdoor Scholars Program Receives Funds 
to Expand Student Opportunities

At the President’s Outdoor Scholars end-of-year banquet on May 3, the Alabama Power Foun-
dation and the Alabama Farmers Federation each donated $10,000 to the program. The money 
will be used to fund scholarships, environmental projects and experiential learning opportunities, 
which are a core component of the President’s Outdoor Scholars Program.

The Alabama Power Foundation’s donation will fund environmental projects, scholarships and 
hands-on learning experiences for students.

Alabama Farmers Federation’s donation will be utilized for the funding of scholarship efforts 
within the program. The donation will fund four $2,500 scholarships for students involved in 
Outdoor Scholars.

The President’s Outdoor Scholars Program was created by President Stewart in 2015 and offers a 
unique destination for students who have a passion for stewardship and wildlife conservation. The 
program puts an emphasis on experiential learning for students, allowing participants to get hands-
on experience in outdoor careers.

Bearden House, home of the President's 
Outdoor Scholars Program.

Armstrong Named Provost and Vice President
Dr. Mary Beth Armstrong has been 

named provost and vice president for 
academic affairs. This marks the latest 
advancement in Armstrong’s long history of 
service to UM, where she has been working 
in many capacities since she was hired in 
1997.

Since coming to UM as an assistant 
professor in the Department of Commu-
nication Science and Disorders in 1997, 
Armstrong has served in several roles of 

progressively increasing demand and responsibility. In 2000, she became 
an associate professor and clinic coordinator with the Department of 
Communication Science and Disorders before becoming an associate 
professor and chair with the department in 2001.

In 2005, Armstrong was named associate professor and interim dean 
with the College of Arts and Sciences. In 2007, Armstrong was named 
professor and dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and continued to 
serve in the role until her most recent promotion while simultaneously 
serving as the University’s interim vice president for academic affairs from 
2011-2012.

Armstrong has played a key role in securing significant donations and 
grants to support undergraduate research, University facility renovations 
and student scholarships. She has supervised multiple program reviews in 
the College of Arts and Sciences, worked to add and oversee several new 
majors and minors at the University and implemented data-based course 
scheduling, all while increasing or maintaining enrollment in all College 
of Arts and Sciences departments.

Learn more about Armstrong at montevallo.edu/armstrong-provost.
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CAMPUS NEWS

First Falcon Flight Students Graduate
TEXT AND PHOTOS BY EMILY SPARACINO

Nine students became the first graduates of 
the University’s Falcon Flight Program in a May 
14 ceremony in Comer Hall.

“I am so proud of all of us,” Falcon Flight 
graduate Kristie Harper said to her classmates. 
“It takes someone special to teach someone 
special. I’m amazed at how far we’ve come. This 
experience has changed our lives.”

Falcon Flight’s Class of 2019 also includ-
ed RayShaun Bivins, Erech Brown, Preston 
Chambliss, Peyton Danzer, Cassidy Fortenber-
ry, Aaron Hawks, Sara McGary and Andrew 
Murdoch.

The transition program, made possible 
through a partnership between the Shelby 
County School System and the University, is 
designed for students ages 18-21 with special 
needs who have completed the requirements for 
a high school diploma.

Students in Falcon Flight can get a taste of the 
college experience while learning life skills and 
completing internships and on-the-job training.

Lead Special Education Teacher Susan Skipper 
thanked students’ families, city leaders, UM and 
Shelby County Schools representatives for their 
support of the program in its inaugural year.

“We couldn’t have done it without any of 
you,” she said. “We have had a great year of 
growth. All of this is possible only with all of 
your help.”

Dr. Marla Aldrich, Shelby County Schools 
special education and 504 coordinator, held up 
a kaleidoscope and said it was symbolic of the 
many different combinations of experiences 
that have shaped students’ lives. 

“Each of you are shaped by all of the experi-
ences and all of the people you’ve met in your 
lives,” Aldrich said. “Just appreciate the beauty 
and chaos in your life, and be grateful for all of 
your blessings.”

Sarah Hendren, UM’s director of partner-
ships and outreach, said the word “excitement” 
came to her mind when she thought of the 
students in Falcon Flight.

“Every time I see one of you guys, you all 
are just excited,” Hendren said. “My wish for 
each of you is that you never lose that excite-
ment. To say this year has been a whirlwind 
for all of us is an understatement for sure. I 
think it’s safe to say the results have been tre-
mendous.”

Job coach Jan Corbett said students have 
learned how to cook, set up a bank account and 
clean, among other essential life skills.

“It’s been a very successful year,” Corbett 
said. “The city of Montevallo has been wonder-
ful about letting students go to work at busi-
nesses. We’re very pleased.”

8 | Montevallo Today

BELOW LEFT: The first graduates of Falcon Flight, 
a new transition program offered through a part-
nership between the University and Shelby County 
Schools; BELOW RIGHT: Members of the Falcon 
Flight Class of 2019 turn their tassels during their 
graduation ceremony in May.



Weather Can’t Dampen Spirit
at UM Commencement

The threat of inclement weather nearly re-
located the Spring Commencement ceremony, 
held May 4, to the Student Activity Center. 
Facility and Event Scheduling staff worked dil-
igently to prepare two locations for the event, 
but with slight alterations to the ceremony, 
the University pressed on with the event on 
Flowerhill.

In his keynote address titled “A sense of 
purpose,” alumnus and world-renowned 
researcher, Dr. Richard D. Cummings ’74, told 
graduates, “To live life with a sense of purpose 
is the highest achievement one can have.”

Cummings currently works as the S. Daniel 
Abraham Professor of Surgery at Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center and Harvard Medi-
cal School in Boston. He is also the director of 

difference,” he told the graduates.
In his words of wisdom, Cummings chal-

lenged the class of 2019 to find what made 
them passionate and to be pioneers in their 
fields, always trying something new. 

“No one can see your footprints if you travel 
on roads everyone else has traveled. Discover 
your own path,” he said.

Following the address, President Stewart 
conferred 327 candidates for bachelor’s degrees 
(which included 143 from the College of Arts 
and Sciences, 54 from the Stephens College 
of Business, 58 from the College of Education 
and Human Development and 72 from the 
College of Fine Arts), 67 candidates for mas-
ter’s degrees and 11 candidates for educational 
specialist degrees.

“No one can see your footprints if you travel on roads everyone else 
has traveled. Discover your own path.” — Dr. Richard D. Cummings ,74

the Harvard Medical School Center for Glyco-
science.

With his broad and deep expertise in the 
biomedical sciences, Cummings is one of the 
country’s leading biological chemists. He is a 
co-founder, among other well-known scientists, 
of the fields of glycomics and glycobiology. 

Cummings has more than 300 peer-re-
viewed publications in the field, along with 
more than 70 review articles, dozens of book 
chapters and is co-editor of the first textbook in 
glycobiology, Essentials of Glycobiology, now in 
its third edition.

Cummings offered the audience advice that 
he found beneficial in his career. 

“Don’t worry about the mistakes you make. 
It’s important to make new mistakes to make a 

1 2

3

1 Alumnus and world-renowned researcher Dr. Richard 
D. Cummings addresses graduates during Spring 
Commencement; 2 Spring graduates proceed into the 
ceremony at Flowerhill in May; 3 Inclement weather 
threatened to move the graduation ceremony from 
Flowerhill to the Student Activity Center, but the event 
was held outdoors with a shortened ceremony.

montevallo.edu/alumni | 9



Founders’ Day

Find an inspiration, then become one

CELEBRATE
FOUNDERS’ DAY, OCT. 10

In 1969, Professor of History Lucille Griffith docu-
mented the University’s history in her book Alabama 
College, 1896-1969. In the preface to the book, 
Griffith begins, “A great institution is born of its time. 
There must be a need, a demand, that brings it forth. 
If that institution lasts, it must change with the times; 
otherwise, a changing society moves on and the insti-
tution is left to wither away, unnecessary, unwanted, 
unsupported. Adaptation becomes the key to life and 
growth.”

Join the University on Oct. 10 for the celebration of 
123 years as an institution of higher learning and 50 
years since the name change from Alabama College to 
University of Montevallo. The Founders’ Day theme for 
2019 focuses on the adaptations the University has 
seen and continues to see.

The annual Founders’ Day ceremony will begin at 
11 a.m. when the University faculty and senior class 
march into Palmer Auditorium. The convocation will 
include a celebration of the founding of UM, the robing 
of the seniors and the honoring of outstanding faculty, 
staff and alumni.

Educator, Dr. Lonnie Edwards Sr. will deliver the key-
note address. Edwards is one of the most important 
figures in UM athletic history. In a time when segre-
gation was still visible on college campuses, Edwards 
joined Hansell Gunn as one of the first two African 
American athletes at the University. 

Following the ceremony, lunch will be served in Anna 
Irvin Dining Hall. All participants, guests and family 
members are invited. The Founders’ Day Committee 
will also have a special gift for attendees at the dining 
hall as a memento of the University’s 123rd year. 

FOUNDERS’ DAY EVENTS

Alabama College Breakfast ........................... 8:30 a.m.

Convocation .........................................................11 a.m.

Lunch ..............................................................12:30 p.m.

Minority Alumni Reception ..................................2 p.m.

UMNAA Awards Presentation ..............................5 p.m.

Life Raft Debate ....................................................7 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 11, 2019, at the Montevallo Golf Course

Learn more at montevallo.edu/foundersday



REGISTRATION FORM 

52nd Annual OLYMPICS 
DAY GOLF TOURNAMENT 

Hosted by UM Athletics

Proceeds benefit the UM Athletics Hall of Fame & Scholarship Endowments.
Contact the Athletic Department at (205) 665-6600 for more information.

Fee*

Golfer Name ________________________________ $100

Golfer Name ________________________________ $100

Golfer Name ________________________________ $100

Golfer Name ________________________________ $100

*Fee includes lunch before and dinner after.

 Additional Donations Amount

 Bob Riesener Endowed Scholarship ________

 Leon Davis Endowed Scholarship ________

 UM Athletics Hall of Fame ________

 Total Amount Enclosed     ________

Registration at 10:30 a.m.

◆

Shotgun start at noon

◆

4-man scramble format

◆

Teams will be flighted

◆

Prizes & gift bags for all 
participating golfers

By completing registration, I give permission for the staff and/or faculty to obtain emergency medical treatment, including 
emergency transportation, should I be deemed incapable of such decisions myself. I further understand and agree that 
any cost associated with such medical care will be my financial responsibility. This registration certifies that I am medically 
cleared and physically fit to participate in the Olympics Day Golf Tournament.

Full Name ___________________________________  Signature ____________________________________

Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________________________

Contact Number _______________________________  Email Address _________________________________

Are you a UM Athletic alum?  ❑ Yes  ❑ No Sport(s) _________________________________________________

Please return completed registration form by Oct. 1, 2019, to UM Athletic Department, Station 6600, Montevallo, AL 
35115 or by email to Barbara Holcombe at bczeskle@montevallo.edu. For online payment options, call (205) 665-6600. 
Checks should be made payable to “UM Foundation: Olympics Golf.”

 

Friday, Oct. 11, 2019, at the Montevallo Golf Course



ATHLETICS

Setting the Standard
Morgan’s breakout performance highlights success 

of UM track and field program

As student-athlete DaShaun Morgan stood 
on the podium at the NCAA Division II 

national track and field meet in Kingsville, Tex-
as, on May 23, he knew his coaches were right. 
After Morgan arrived on campus as a freshman 
the previous year, his coaches told him to 
expect nothing but greatness from himself. 

When Morgan met UM men’s track and 
field coach Tommy Barksdale and the other 
members of the team’s coaching staff, he ad-
mitted he wasn’t sure he could achieve the lofty 
goals they had set for him. 

“I had a lack of self-confidence, but my 
coaches told me to stay with it, and they told 
me I could be an All-American. I didn’t believe 

in myself at that time, so when I became 
an All-American, I was speechless. It was a 
wonderful feeling,” Morgan said. “All that hard 
work had paid off.”

Morgan capped off a record-breaking soph-
omore season in May by recording the highest 
finish ever by a UM student-athlete in an indi-
vidual competition at the Division II level. At 
the national meet, Morgan finished fourth in 
the nation in the men’s long jump competition, 
earning All-American honors in the process. 

In early May, Morgan achieved a first for 
the men’s track and field program when he 
qualified to compete in the national champion-
ship following his attempt of 7.55 meters in the 

Falcon Finale competition at the Montevallo 
Track and Field Complex. 

Morgan, a native of Biloxi, Mississippi, was 
also named the Gulf South Conference Field 
Athlete of the Year in May after finishing first 
in the long jump competition at the GSC 
Championship meet. There, he also finished 
third in the triple jump competition and fourth 
in the high jump competition.

Despite his unprecedented success, Morgan 
was quick to shift the spotlight away from 
himself and onto his teammates, coaches and 
the Falcon family. 

“The environment I’m in at Monteval-
lo, whether it’s a practice or a meet or just 

12 | Montevallo Today
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walking around campus, everyone has been so 
welcoming and so supportive,” Morgan said. 
“It’s all love. It’s all about helping each other to 
get better and better each day. My coaches have 
developed me into being a better man.”

Over the past few years, Barksdale has 
worked to build the Falcon track and field 
program into one of the best in the Gulf South 
Conference and is starting to make some noise 
on the Division II national level.

“We’ve had a lot of success in women’s 
cross-country over the years, and our goal has 
been to bring that success to all of our track 
and field programs,” Barksdale said. “We don’t 
want to just be a good distance program, we 
want to be great at everything we do.”

Barksdale contributed the program’s success 
to his coaching staff and the buy-in and work 
ethic the student-athletes have shown under 
their leadership, and said the future looks 
promising for the program. 

“We’ve got a great recruiting class coming 
in, and I’m very excited about that,” Barksdale 
said. “We want to be nationally relevant and 
continue to climb up the ladder in our con-
ference because success in our conference will 
mirror success at nationals.”

Barksdale sees Morgan’s success at the Gulf 
South Conference championship and the Di-
vision II national championship as a stepping 
stone to greater achievements in the future for 
the Montevallo track and field program. 

“Moving forward, we don’t want to send just 
one person to nationals, we want to send multi-
ple people every year. We want to send an entire 
team to nationals,” Barksdale said. 

Morgan said he is ready to play his part in 
keeping the Falcons on the podium at future 
national championship meets. Entering his 
junior year in the fall, Morgan said he plans to 
strengthen his leadership qualities to ensure the 
program’s future is in good hands. 

“I want to be a better leader and a better 
mentor to the recruits coming in next year,” 
Morgan said. “I want to show them that hard 
work always pays off. You just have to keep 
pushing yourself every day.”

During his time reflecting on the 2019 track 
and field season, Morgan frequently used the 
word “family.”

“Without my teammates and coaches 
supporting me and challenging me to work 
harder every day, none of this would have been 
possible,” Morgan said. “At Montevallo, it 
really is a family.”

1 Track and field athlete DaShaun 
Morgan earned All-American honors 
after placing fourth in the nation at the 
Division II track and field national cham-
pionship in May; 2 Morgan competes 
in the triple jump competition at the 
Falcon Classic in late March; 3 Head 
track and field and cross-country coach 
Tommy Barksdale has led the program 
to much success during his eight-year 
tenure with the Falcons and looks to 
continue the upward trend.

2

3

ATTEND A FALCONS ATHLETIC 
EVENT IN YOUR AREA! View the full 
calendar at montevallofalcons.com
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Legacy of Generosity
Todd and Linda Strange make a lasting impact on UM

College alumni. “When I first visited Mon-
tevallo, it was exactly what I thought a college 
campus should look like.”

The two continued their courtship through-
out their time at Montevallo, and Todd gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s degree in political science 
in 1966. The following year, during Linda’s 
final semester as a student before earning her 
undergraduate degree in elementary education, 
the two were married.

Following graduation, Linda went on to be-
come an elementary school teacher, and Todd 
accepted a job with the South Central Bell 
company, where he worked in several leader-
ship roles. As Todd progressed in his career, he 
later served as the president and chief executive 
officer of the Blount Development Corpora-
tion, director of the Alabama Department of 
Commerce, senior vice president of adminis-
tration for Blount International and president, 
CEO and co-owner of the Blount Strange 
Automotive Group. 

Todd was the chairman of the Montgom-
ery County Commission for nearly five years 
before he was elected mayor of Montgomery in 
a special election in 2009 and re-elected to full 
terms in 2011 and 2015. 

‘IMPORTANT FOR US TO GIVE BACK’
Since their time as students, Todd and Linda 

have remained extremely involved with the 
University and have made a permanent positive 
impact on the school through their gifts of time 
and treasure. 

Today, Todd is the chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, and he previously served as the presi-
dent of the UM National Alumni Association 
Board of Directors. The family has made signif-
icant monetary contributions to the University 
over the years, establishing the Todd and Linda 
Strange Scholarship Fund for education majors 
from Montgomery and supporting the Bruce 
D. Higdon Brotherhood Scholarship for active 
members of the ATO fraternity. 

In 2015, the couple established the Todd and 

HON. TODD STRANGE ’66 vividly remem-
bers the first date he and his wife of nearly 53 
years, Linda Davis Strange ’67, took while they 
were both students at what was then Alabama 
College. 

Todd’s fraternity, which was then known 
as the Sigma Club and was the precursor to 
UM’s current Alpha Tau Omega chapter, had 
organized a hayride, and he had asked Linda to 
accompany him as his date.

The two had met several days earlier while 
attending Sunday School at Montevallo 
Presbyterian Church and were enjoying each 
other’s company during the hayride when an 
unexpected hiccup halted the event. 

“We had gotten to a dam on a lake a little 
outside of Montevallo, and the truck pulling 
the hayride couldn’t drive across it,” Todd said. 
“We had to all get out and carry our dates 
across the dam, and I dropped her. She ended 
up wrapped in a blanket in the cab of the truck, 
and the rest, as they say, is history.”

“There is no embellishment in that story. It 
is, in fact, the truth,” Todd said with a laugh as 
Linda voiced her agreement with him. “There 
are many reasons we want to give back to Mon-
tevallo, but chief among them is the fact that 
we met each other there.”

THE PERFECT FIT
Todd and Linda followed different paths 

leading to UM, but both knew they belonged 
once they set foot on campus. 

While Todd was a student at Murphy High 
School in Mobile, he and his uncle attended a 
men’s retreat at UM, and the college’s beautiful 
offerings and number of students aligned with 
what he was looking for in a higher education 
institution. 

Linda came to Montevallo from Dothan a 
year after Todd and said she instantly fell in 
love with everything about the college.

“I did not want to go to a large school at all; 
that just wasn’t what I was looking for,” she 
said, noting two of her aunts were Alabama 

Linda Strange Endowed Professorship, which 
provides a three-year stipend to a deserving 
distinguished professor to spend on classes, 
research, travel and other items. Associate 
Professor of Biology Dr. Brett Noerager was 
appointed as the inaugural recipient of the 
endowed professorship, and Professor of Music 
Dr. Jody Landers became the second recipient 
earlier this year. 

“Great students come about because of great 
professors, and I definitely had some great 
professors when I was at school there,” Todd 
said. “When you’ve got good students, a great 
professor can develop them and lead them to 
accomplish great things.”

For the Stranges, enjoying the fruits of the 
quality education they received at UM comes 
with a responsibility to ensure the University’s 
faculty and students continue to excel in their 
efforts to impact Alabama, the nation and the 
world. 

“Your degree is only as valuable as the 
reputation of the school as it stands today. We 
have always had an appreciation of what the 
University of Montevallo did for us,” Todd said. 
“We try to support Montevallo to the extent 
that we can. In doing so, maybe we can serve as 
an example to others to also give back.

“It’s important for us to give back to the 
school that made us what we are today,” he 
added. “When a college provides that foun-
dation for your life, not only do you have a 
responsibility to give back, I think you’ve got 
an obligation to do so.”

Make your gift TODAY!
montevallo.edu/give
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200 Years in the Making 
UM has many connections to state’s Bicentennial celebration

For the past three years, the state of Alabama 
has been in celebration mode. 

In 1817, Alabama became a United States 
territory and then transitioned into the nation’s 
22nd state two years later. In recognition of 
two centuries of statehood, Alabama’s Bicen-
tennial Commission has been holding events, 
organizing programs and blanketing the state 
with opportunities for citizens to get involved 
in commemorating the historical milestone. 

Throughout the state, the University of 
Montevallo has had a significant impact on the 
celebration in many different ways, as alumni 
and faculty have made significant contribu-
tions to the program through everything from 
serving as official ambassadors to strengthening 
students’ understanding and appreciation of the 
state’s history in public school classrooms. 

Since 2017, the UM family has played a pivotal 
role in helping the Bicentennial Commission real-
ize its goal of “supporting, creating and executing 
events and activities that commemorate the stories 
of our people, place and path to statehood,” by 
engaging “residents and visitors in educational 
programs, community activities and statewide 
initiatives that teach, inspire and entertain.”

The face of the celebration
Before the Bicentennial even kicked off in ear-

nest, one UM alumnus was already serving in one 
of the most important positions in the program. 

In June 2016, UM alumnus and former 
director of the Shelby County Museum and 
Archives in Columbiana, Bobby Joe Seales ’67, 
became an ambassador for the Alabama 
Bicentennial and has spent the past couple of 
years trekking throughout the state to share 
information on the program and encouraging 
residents to get involved. 

“I’ve been all over the state doing speeches, 
riding in parades, just telling people about the 
importance of our state’s Bicentennial,” Seales 
said. “It’s beginning to slow down a little bit 
now, with the Bicentennial culminating in 
December. I’ve really enjoyed my time as an 
ambassador. All the people I’ve met while doing 
this have been so nice and kind.”

For Seales and his wife, Diane ’68, their 
connections to the University run deep, as they 
were among the last students to graduate from 
what was then Alabama College before the uni-
versity transitioned to its current name in 1969. 

Since graduating and settling in Shelby 
County, the Seales family has been heavily 

involved in the community and organizations 
such as the Sons of the American Revolution 
and the Shelby County Historical Society, 
which Bobby Joe chaired for many years before 
retiring in November 2015. 

Some of his most memorable experiences 
working with the Bicentennial program were 

2
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leading an Alabama trivia event at the Alabaster 
Library and visiting children at the Alabama 
Institute for the Deaf and Blind and the Pres-
byterian Home for Children. 

“I’m honored they even thought of me to 
be an ambassador,” Seales said. “I’ve gotten 
to work with a great group of people, and it’s 
really been a pleasure.”

Using the past to inspire the future
Dozens of schools throughout the state 

proudly proclaim their status as official Ala-
bama Bicentennial schools by hanging banners 
displaying the designation. One such school 
is Thompson Intermediate School, where 
alumnae Amber Broadhead ’09 and Holly 
Jackson ’11 are leading the effort to incorporate 
the Alabama Bicentennial program not only 
into the classroom, but into the state’s entire 
education system. 

Last year, Broadhead and Jackson worked 
with other teachers at the school to form a 
TIS Bicentennial Committee, which applied 
for and was awarded a state grant to help fund 
an outdoor classroom modeled after historic 
buildings in Alabaster. 

After TIS earned the title of “Official 
Bicentennial School” in 2018, Jackson and 
Broadhead worked to form an active student 
Bicentennial Committee, and the school is now 
in the running for the Bicentennial program’s 
“Schools of Excellence” designation, which will 
be awarded in December. 

Through the teachers’ efforts, TIS students 
have become heavily involved in the Bicen-
tennial program, using it as inspiration for 
everything from homecoming parade floats to 
volunteer days at the city’s Fall Festival. 

“The Alabama Bicentennial is a celebration 
for everyone. Everyone’s story matters because 
it’s all tied to the history of Alabama,” Broad-
head said. “It has helped me create a deeper 
connection with family, friends, administration, 
my community, parents and my students.”

After participating in a regional teacher 
workshop for the Bicentennial program’s 
Moundville/Tuscaloosa region in 2018, Broad-
head said she and Jackson were inspired to 
organize a similar institute in central Alabama, 
which was held at the American Village in 
Montevallo in late June. 

During the three-and-a-half day institute, 
which was themed “Mines, Mills and Mules in 
Shelby County and the Surrounding Areas,” 
teachers from throughout the region heard 
speeches touching on the history of local coal 
production, agriculture, civil rights and manu-
facturing. 

The institute also included walking tours of 
UM, Brierfield Ironworks Park and the Aldrich 

3
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1 Several UM alums were on hand to celebrate Alabaster’s Thompson Intermediate becoming an official Bi-
centennial School in 2018; 2 Amber Broadhead ’09, UM Professor of History Dr. Jim Day and Holly Jackson ’11 
led a three-and-a-half-day teaching institute at American Village in late June; 3 & 4 Teachers from throughout 
central Alabama visit the UM campus during a Bicentennial-themed teaching institute in June. The institute 
was organized by Broadhead and Jackson; 5 & 6 Bobby Joe Seales ’67 and his wife, Diane Seales ’68, have 
spent the past few years trekking across the state as Bobby Joe has served as an official ambassador for the 
Alabama Bicentennial celebration.
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7 Stacy Daniels ’16, left, shown here with State 
Superintendent of Education Dr. Eric Mackey, 
directed Buckhorn High School’s chamber choir 
as it performed in the State Capitol and Gordon 
Pearson Building in Montgomery in March as part 
of the Bicentennial Performance Series; 8 Jack-
son and Broadhead secured an Alabama Bicen-
tennial grant to construct an outdoor classroom 
at Thompson Intermediate School in Alabaster.

7 8

Coal Mine Museum, and incorporated a pro-
fessional development aspect for the teachers 
who attended. 

Dr. Jim Day, UM professor of history, served 
as the content specialist for the institute and 
worked to procure historical documents and 
the speakers for the event. 

“It was nice to interact with elementary 
teachers, since I usually go to high schools 
when I’m speaking to teachers,” Day said. “We 
had some great interactions. Many had never 
been to the University of Montevallo or to 
American Village, and so it was great PR for 
this entire area.”

Elsewhere in the state, other UM alumni have 
helped to make the Bicentennial a success while 
also making an impact on the state’s future. 

Nicki Barksdale ’99, who teaches fourth-
grade math, science and Alabama history at 
Williams Avenue Elementary School in Fort 
Payne, has also earned the Alabama Bicentenni-
al master teacher designation and led a summer 
teacher institute in Scottsboro in June. She ap-
plied for and was awarded a Bicentennial grant 
to fund the school’s oral history project. 

Stacy Daniels ’16 is the choral director 
at Buckhorn High School. He directed the 

school’s chamber choir as it performed in the 
State Capitol and Gordon Pearson building in 
Montgomery in March as part of the Bicen-
tennial Performance Series. Buckhorn was one 
of only eight schools in the state, and the only 
school in Madison County, to be selected to 
perform in the series. 

Mary-Haynes Furman ’18 works at the 
Alabama Department of Archives, where she 
manages Shop Alabama 200, which is the offi-
cial retailer for all Bicentennial merchandise. 

There from the beginning
By the time Day helped with the summer in-

stitute at American Village, he already had years 
of involvement with the Bicentennial program. 
In fact, he played a major role in the program 
before it even officially began. 

As chairman of the Alabama Historical 
Commission from 2015-2016, Day helped to 
plan the three-year Bicentennial celebration on 
the front end as a member of the Bicentennial 
Advisory Committee and oversaw the disburse-
ment of funding for the program as it traveled 
through the Historical Commission and on to 
various parts of the state after being appropriat-
ed by the Alabama Legislature. 

Day said he sees the Bicentennial as a way to 
make the state’s rich history more accessible to 
everyone in the state, especially students. 

“We really wanted to look at how we could 
make an impact (on kindergarten through 12th 
grade) overall,” Day said. “The program facili-
tates historical education in a very powerful way.”

For the past few years, the Bicentennial 
program has made historical Alabama artifacts 
available to be rented out to schools through-
out the state, including books, documents and 
pottery. The program also provides schools 
access to backpacks containing historical items 
covering themes such as the Civil War, Native 
American culture, the Civil Rights Movement 
and Alabama’s state symbols. 

Day said he has been honored to be involved 
in the state’s 200th birthday celebration and 
said it may serve as a template for other states 
planning their own bicentennial commemora-
tions in the coming years. 

“The idea of a three-year celebration, like Al-
abama has done, is unprecedented,” Day said. 
“We have used it to not only look back at the 
last 200 years, we’re also using it to look ahead 
to the next century as well.” M
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Canvassing the State
OVER THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS, the Alabama Art Education Association has been working to complete its Canvassing Art Edu-
cation Across Alabama project. Through the project, which was created by art educator Jerry Foster in Florence, the AAEA cut up a large 
canvas into small pieces representing each county in the state. Art students and educators from across the state then painted scenes from 
their counties onto the pieces of canvas and returned the completed paintings to the AAEA. The finished state map will be displayed in 
the State Capitol building in December during the culmination of the Alabama Bicentennial celebration. Several UM alumni contribut-
ed to the project, and painted the following counties:

CHEROKEE COUNTY
Tina Miller ’16

CHILTON COUNTY
Julie Harrison ’00, M.Ed. ’02, 
Ed.S. ’08, M.Ed. ’12
(see more on page 20)

ETOWAH COUNTY
Christopher McClendon ’93, 
M.Ed. ’97

FAYETTE COUNTY
Sharron Rudowski ’04

JEFFERSON COUNTY
Shelly Bailey ’96

MARENGO COUNTY
Christopher McClendon ’93, 
M.Ed. ’97

MARSHALL COUNTY
Christopher McClendon ’93, 
M.Ed. ’97

PERRY COUNTY
Shawn Argo ’92, M.Ed. ’95

TUSCALOOSA COUNTY
Sharron Rudowski ’04

WALKER COUNTY
Carrie McGrann ’99, M.Ed. ’00
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Elementary art teacher supports
state’s Bicentennial.
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Julie Neussl Harrison ’00 
M.Ed. ’02, Ed.S. ’08, M.Ed. ’12

Q&A
Your home: Clanton, Alabama

Tell us about your family: I am extremely blessed. My 
family consists of my husband of 18 years, Chad, two pre-
cious daughters (Ellie, 6, and Everlie, 2) and my parents.

What is your profession? I am an elementary art teacher 
first and foremost, but my career has also led me to be a 
yearbook editor for Clanton Elementary School, Youth 
Art Month chairman and presenter for the Alabama Art 
Education Association, president of the Kappa Chapter of 
Alpha Delta Kappa Women Educators’ Honor Sorority and 
Chilton County vice-president/association representative 
for the Alabama Education Association.

What made you choose this profession? My love of 
children and making art led me to be an art educator. Art 
began as a hobby of mine when I was a child. I took private 
art classes because we had no art instruction in Chilton 
County public schools at the time. When I first enrolled 
at UM, I declared education as my major, but I continued 
to take art courses as electives and for fun. After teaching 
kindergarten for three years, I was asked in 2004 to begin 
a new art program at the elementary school that I attended 
as a child. I’m proud to say my art program is going strong, 
and I completed my 15th year in May. This was the first 
public school art program in Chilton County. I’m grateful 
to the Lord for this opportunity.

How did Montevallo affect your career path? My time at 
Montevallo gave me the opportunity to grow in so many 
areas. I was able to promote study through my role as schol-
arship chair in Alpha Gamma Delta sorority. I was able to 
find appreciation and beauty in publications by being the 
editor of the Montage yearbook. UM provided outlets for 
me to be a leader in many student organizations: Omicron 
Delta Kappa, Golden Key and Student Alabama Education 
Association.

Tell us about your involvement with the state’s Bicen-
tennial celebration: Art teachers throughout the state are 
encouraged to participate in the State Superintendent’s Art 
Show each year at the capital in Montgomery. The event 
is normally held from February to March. School systems 
may only submit their top 10 elementary and 10 high 

school entries. Due to the Bicentennial, students and art 
teachers were able to enter art pieces in a special Bicenten-
nial category that specifically pertained to Alabama along 
with a written artist’s statement. The artwork had to show-
case a particular aspect of the state’s history, geography, re-
sources, etc. I was so fortunate to have one student winner 
in 2018 and two winners in 2019 for the K-12 Category.  

And the Bicentennial map project? The map was part of a 
statewide effort followed through by the Alabama Art Ed-
ucation Association painted by art educators and students 
from across the state. I was asked to paint Chilton County.

What is the best advice you have received? My papa 
always said, “Education is something that cannot be taken 
away from you.” He never graduated from high school in 
the ,30s because he had to care for his younger siblings 
and work. He always motivated me to learn all that I can, 
because he didn’t have the opportunity himself. To this 
day, I am continually motivated to advance professionally, 
making art and art education a thing of value and worth for 
our state and community.

What is your favorite Montevallo memory? I lived in 
Main Hall with my AGD sisters. Every evening, with my 
meal card in hand, I would walk to the Caf for supper. 
One of my favorite treats was getting a nice tall glass of 
soft-serve vanilla ice cream and pouring a small amount of 
coffee on it. It was like having a mini-Starbucks on campus 
back in 1998.

What makes alumni of UM unique? I think being a Mon-
tevallo graduate is an honor. Graduates are bound by their 
roots and the knowledge they gained while walking the 
brick pathways. I consider the campus, faculty and friends I 
made during my time a very important part of my life.

What are your hobbies? I like to teach paint parties, plant 
flowers, take photos and spend time with my girls and their 
interests.

For more, visit
montevallo.edu/montevallo-today

montevallo.edu/alumni | 21



CLASS NOTES

CLASS NOTES

1943 Adele Stafford’s 
artwork was 

featured in a show at the Lorna 
Huey Gallery of the Pilot Center 
at Bayside Academy in Daphne, 
Alabama. Her artwork was part of 
a presentation by the college pre-
paratory school, where she taught 
fourth grade for 15 years.

1966 James Scott of Bir-
mingham recently 

released his eighth book, Alien 
Abduction in the Town of Shelby. 
The book follows the tale of four 
individuals who are abducted by 
aliens to help them in solving a 
mysterious challenge.  

1967 Dr. Jack Hawkins 
Jr. M.Ed. ’71 was 

sworn in as chair of the Ameri-
can Village’s Board of Trustees. 
Alongside this appointment, he 
continues to serve as the chancel-
lor of Troy University, a position 
he has held since 1989.

1971 Ann Gordon was 
inducted into the 

Atmore Hall of Fame for her years 
of work as a successful real estate 
and property manager in the 
Birmingham area.

1975 Former UM Trust-
ee Dr. Jeanetta 

Keller was recently named to the 
Birmingham Business Journal’s Top 
40 Under 40 All-Stars list, which 
recognizes the publication’s Top 
40 Under 40 winners from the 
past 30 years who have met and 
exceeded their potential. She pre-
viously served as editorial director 
at Southern Progress and chief 
administrative officer for UAB 
Health System before retiring in 
2014. 

1979 Jo Leigh Harlow 
M.Ed. ’86 of 

Vincent, Alabama, retired from 
teaching after 40 years. She spent 
32 years at Vincent Middle High 
School where she taught sixth, sev-

enth and eighth graders. She plans 
to move to Navarre Beach, Florida, 
with her husband, Andy Snoddy.

Joel Terry May of McCalla has 
released his new book, The Broken 
Earth: America’s Journey Home. The 
book is a historical fiction novel 
and shares the stories of a cast of 
colorful characters as they adjust 
to a new life and a country torn 
apart by the Civil War.

1982 Dr. Ruth Truss 
of Clanton was 

named the interim dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at 
UM. She also teaches history and 
previously served as the chair of 
the Department of Behavioral and 
Social Sciences.

1984 Dr. Vivienne 
McClendon has 

joined the faculty of University of 
Houston Clear Lake, in Texas, as 
the executive director of libraries. 
Prior to this position, she served 
as the dean of the library and 

eLearning at Bellevue College in 
Washington.

1986 Mark Corne-
lius was recently 

named the head basketball coach 
at Lincoln County High School 
in Fayetteville, Tennessee. He has 
a long history of coaching at The 
University of Alabama and at 
multiple high schools in Alabama 
and Tennessee. 

Jennifer Kunath of Helena, 
Alabama, was recently named the 
North American sales director 
for Poseidon Expeditions. She 
brings 30 years of experience with 
adventure travel specialists to the 
company and previously worked 
for International Expeditions, Inc. 
and Safari Legacy, Inc.

1987 Duluth, Georgia, 
resident Joan Alvey 

McElroy’s one-woman play “Thus 
Spoke the Mockingbird” was 
recently selected by the Piccolo 
Spoleto Festival in Charleston, 

We Want to Hear
FROM YOU!

DO YOU HAVE NEWS to share with
the Montevallo family? Send your updates

to today@montevallo.edu.
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South Carolina, and was per-
formed nightly from June 6 
through June 9. The play explored 
author Harper Lee’s self-described 
“divine discontent” and its con-
tribution to raising her eyes from 
the dusty streets of Monroeville, 
Alabama, to bear witness to the 
birth of the New South in To Kill 
A Mockingbird.

1988 Dr. Mark Gaines 
recently partic-

ipated in commencement as 
an adjunct faculty member at 
Alliant International University 
in Fresno, California. Mark serves 
as an adjunct professor at AIU 
and has been employed at Kaiser 
Permanente in San Francisco for 
the past 18 years. He completed 
his doctorate of psychology in 
organizational development at 
AIU in 2017. 

Trustee Tim Lupinacci was 
recently named to the Birmingham 
Business Journal’s Top 40 Under 
40 All-Stars list, which recognizes 
the publication’s Top 40 Under 
40 winners from the past 30 years 
who have met and exceeded their 
potential. Tim is a shareholder in 
Baker Donelson’s Birmingham 
office and is the firm’s chairman 
and chief executive officer.

Dean Speers has been named 
the district manager for Yamaha 
Corporation of America’s sales 
group in Fort Worth, Texas. Dean 
will be responsible for working 
with post-secondary institutions to 
provide solutions for the myriad 
of products and instruments that 
Yamaha produces and distributes. 

1992 Patrick Chappell 
has been named 

director of instruction at Home-
wood City Schools in Alabama. 
Patrick most recently served as the 
school system’s director of instruc-
tional support, where he worked 
with the superintendent to imple-

ment and develop curriculum. In 
his new role, he will be responsible 
for institutional programming in 
all grades in the school system.

Karen Musgrove M.Ed. ’96 was 
selected as a member of the 2018-
2019 Leadership Alabama class. 
Karen is the executive director of 
Birmingham AIDS Outreach.

Kelly Whitman M.Ed. ’99 was 
awarded a Teacher Appreciation 
Award as part of Teacher Appre-
ciation Week by the Pelham City 
Schools Foundation. Kelly is 
currently a kindergarten teacher at 
Pelham Ridge Elementary School.

1993 Bethany Forslund 
Byrd was inducted 

into the Carter County Sports 
Hall of Fame in Elizabethtown, 
Tennessee.

1994 LeAnn Elmore 
Wood M.Ed. 

’02 of Vestavia Hills was elected 
president of the Birmingham 
Delta Gamma Alumnae chap-
ter. Her family business, Ousler 
Sandwiches in Mountain Brook, is 
celebrating 104 years of business 
in Birmingham.

1995 Michelle Brake-
field M.Ed. ’00 has 

accepted a position as principal of 
Meadow View Elementary School 
in Alabaster. Prior to this position, 
she was the assistant principal 
at Gwin Elementary School in 
Hoover. Michelle also previously 
worked as an elementary school 
teacher at Meadow View.

Chris Wood M.Ed. ’99 of Vestavia 
Hills was awarded the Birmingham 
Association of Realtors 2019 Sales 
Associate of the Year award. He is 
a real estate agent at RealtySouth 
Alford Avenue in Hoover and 
previously won the Realtor of the 
Year award in 2015. 

1997 Kimberly Scott 
has accepted a posi-

tion as adult education instructor 
at Central Alabama Community 
College in Talladega. In this 
position, she will teach courses 
focused on helping adult students 
earn their GEDs or high school 
diplomas.

1998 Dawn Howard 
was awarded a 

fellowship at The George Wash-
ington Teacher Institute. Out of 
hundreds of applicants, only 21 
teachers are selected to participate 
in the institute’s program each 
year. Dawn currently teaches at 
Vincent Middle High School in 
Vincent, Alabama.

1999 Allison Nelson 
Barksdale, an Ala-

bama Bicentennial master teacher, 
led a Bicentennial Summer In-
stitute in Scottsboro in June. She 
teaches fourth-grade math, science 
and Alabama history at Williams 
Avenue Elementary School in Fort 
Payne. Allison also wrote and was 
awarded a Bicentennial School 
Grant for the school’s oral history 
project.

Jennifer Kelly of Madison, 
Alabama, recently released her new 
book, Sir Barton and the Making 
of the Triple Crown, which is about 
the first Triple Crown winner in 
horse racing history. 

2000 Tiffany Roskamp-
Bunt MBA ’13 

recently accepted the position 
of director of Alumni Affairs at 
the University. In this position, 
she will work to foster continued 
relationships with UM’s alumni. 
(see more on page 29)

2001 Linn Gresham of 
Savannah, Geor-

gia, was recently named the direc-
tor of interior design for Greenline 
Architecture in Savannah. In the 
role, she will coordinate architec-
tural staff and principals to provide 

interior design for commercial, 
hospitality and retail projects. 

2002 Kantonio Davis 
was recently 

named head basketball coach at 
Central High School in Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee. He began the 
basketball program at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal School in 2009 and led 
the school to runner-up finishes in 
2016 and 2018. 

John Paul Strong was awarded 
a Certificate of Management Ex-
cellence by the Harvard Business 
School. The certificate is designed 
to assist mid- to senior-level 
executives in strengthening their 
leadership skills and broadening 
their perspectives. John Paul is 
the owner of Strong Automotive 
Merchandising in Birmingham.

2004 Aubrey Blackwell 
was inducted into 

the Robert E. Lee High School 
Hall of Fame. He is currently a 
teacher and coach at Montgomery 
Catholic Preparatory School in 
Montgomery. Aubrey was previ-
ously recognized as the 2017 4A 
Coach of the Year and Capital City 
Conference Coach of the Year.

2005 Cindy Cleve-
land was named 

assistant principal at Indian Valley 
Elementary School in Sylacauga.

2006 Samuel Rumore 
was appointed 

to the American Library Associa-
tion Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and 
Transgender Round Table Program 
Training Committee. In this 
position, he will assist the ALA in 
planning and promoting programs 
involving the LGBTQ commu-
nity. Samuel currently works as a 
librarian at the Springville Road 
Regional Library in Birmingham. 

2008 Dr. Jefferson 
Walker is return-

ing to UM to serve as instructor 
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of communication studies. Jeff 
has earned several awards for his 
teaching and research and is the 
author of two books: King Returns 
to Washington and College Night: A 
Centennial Celebration.

2009 Savannah 
Kitchens has 

accepted the position of director 
of the Parnell Memorial Library in 
Montevallo. Prior to accepting this 
position, she was the library direc-
tor for Chilton County, Alabama.

Courtney Madison M.Ed. ’17 
was recently named the principal 
of Elvin Hill Elementary School 
in Columbiana, Alabama. She 
previously served as an assistant 
principal at Helena Intermediate 
School. 

2010 Dr. Terry Hugh-
ston recently 

earned a doctorate in political 
theory and American politics from 
The University of Alabama. After 
graduating from Montevallo with 
a major in political science in 
2010 and later earning a master’s 
degree, he taught political science 
courses as an adjunct at UM 
from 2014 to 2015. His doctoral 
dissertation title was “The Daily 
Creation of the Nation-Self and 
the Problem of the Border.”

John Walter joined the Bir-
mingham office of the Weinberg 
Wheeler law firm. He is a litiga-
tion specialist and has previous 
experience negotiating shareholder 
agreements.

2011 Michael Jones 
M.Ed., Ed.S. 

’14 of Montevallo was recently 
approved as the Shelby County 
School System’s student services 
coordinator. Michael has 14 years 
of experience in education and 
previously served as the school sys-
tem’s student services supervisor.

2012 James Bessette 
MBA was named 

vice president for advancement 
at the College of Coastal Georgia 
in Brunswick, Georgia. In this 
position, he will work to increase 
enrollment and foster institutional 
partnerships.

CLASS NOTES

Dustin Schaefer was recently 
promoted to the head of the tax de-
partment at Anglin, Reichmann and 
Armstrong in Huntsville. Dustin 
has worked at the firm since 2012.

Logan Tanner recently had his 
artwork featured on a poster for 
the Carl Elliot Regional Libraries 
summer reading programs in 
Winston County, Alabama. Logan 
currently lives in Huntsville with 
his wife Sara Bowen.

2013 Cameron J. Hall 
of Davenport, 

Iowa, recently hosted a webinar 
and podcast for Higher Ed Live’s 
Advancement Live titled “Giving 
Days: Why Partnerships Matter.” 
The webinar and podcast focused 
on key campus partnerships criti-
cal for implementing a large-scale 
day of giving campaign. 

2014 Nate Dennis of 
Birmingham was 

promoted to senior editor for 
Strong Automotive Merchandis-
ing’s production department in 
June. In his new role, he will serve 
as an integral part of the compa-
ny’s production team.

Sloan Poppel of Montgomery 
was hired by Georgia-Pacific as a 
public affairs manager for Alabama 
River Cellulose at Claiborne. In 
this position, Sloan will handle the 
internal and external communica-
tion strategy for the ARC.

2016 Stacy Daniels, the 
choral director at 

Buckhorn High School, led the 
school’s Chamber Choir perfor-
mance as a part of the Alabama 
Bicentennial Performance Series in 
March. Buckhorn was one of only 
eight schools in the state, and the 
only school in Madison County, to 
be selected to perform at the State 
Capitol and Gordon Pearsons 
Rotunda.

Grayson Lawrence Ed.S. was pro-
moted to principal of Winterboro 
High School in Talladega County 
after serving as the school’s assis-
tant principal since 2014.

2018 Lizbeth 
Juarez-Espinosa 

of Hoover has accepted the posi-

tion of accounts payable specialist 
at UM.

Sharneaka Lilly of Brierfield was 
recently hired as a social worker 
with Shelby Emergency Assistance 
in Montevallo. 

Jonathan Mendoza of Hunts-
ville began working as a content 
marketing apprentice at Fueled in 
New York.

Jason Perry of Hoover was select-
ed as a member of the 2019-2020 
Alabama Schweitzer Fellowship. 
One of only 14 students in 
Alabama chosen, he will spend the 
next year developing leadership 
skills and learning how social facts 
impact health. Jason is currently 
the manager of donor relations at 
UM and enrolled in the College 
of Education & Human Develop-
ment as a graduate student. 

Xan Shivers of Montevallo 
recently moved to Gotha, Florida, 
and was selected by Walt Disney 
World’s Hollywood Studios to be 
a part of the opening team for the 
Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge theme 
park in Orlando. 

2019 May graduate 
Mary Light was 

recently featured in the “Why I 
Love Shelby County” segment of 
Shelby Living magazine. Last sum-
mer, she completed an internship 
with U.S. Sen. Richard Shelby’s 
office in Washington, D.C. 

WEDDINGS

2003 Olivia Kim-
brough married 

Marcus Jackson of Jackson, 
Alabama, on Aug. 25, 2018. The 
wedding was held at the Church 
of God Pentecostal in McIntosh, 
Alabama, and the couple now 
resides in Leroy, Alabama.

BIRTHS

2009 Savannah Will-
ingham Kitch-

ens and James Kitchens ’10 are 
pleased to announce the birth of 
their son, Samuel Morris Kitchens, 
on Oct. 26, 2018. Sam joins big 
sister Stella, age 3, at their home 
in Montevallo. James works in Pel-

ham, and Savannah is the director 
of the Parnell Memorial Library in 
Montevallo.

2014 Katie Hilyer and 
Perry Hilyer ’15, 

MBA ’16 welcomed the birth of 
their first child, Amelia, on March 
26. Perry currently works as a CPA 
for Deloitte & Touche, and Katie 
manages Dei Imago Photogra-
phy. The family currently lives in 
Calera, Alabama.

DEATHS

1938 Jenny Haw-
thorne, 102, of 

Camden, Alabama, died April 24. 
She taught third grade for more 
than 45 years at Wilcox County 
High School and Wilcox Academy 
in Camden. After retiring in 1982, 
Jenny continued to be active in 
Camden Baptist Church. She also 
enjoyed spending time with her 
granddaughters.

1940 Helen Brown, 
100, of Auburn, 

died March 17. She worked as 
an assistant professor at Auburn 
University for 29 years and 
was awarded the Outstanding 
Undergraduate Faculty Award. 
Helen also led the Jail Ministry of 
Auburn First Baptist Church for 
30 years. The ministry and the Lee 
County Prison Library were both 
renamed in her memory.

1944 Effie Mildred 
Hines Moss, 97, 

of Richmond, Virginia, died, 
May 20. She was employed as a 
library clerk at Robert E. Lee High 
School in Virginia. Mildred was 
passionate about gardening and 
flowers and was a past member 
of the Normandale Garden Club. 
She won many awards for her 
flowers and arrangements at the 
local and state levels. Mildred 
loved genealogy and researching 
the family history. She enjoyed 
painting with watercolors, and was 
a talented artist. 

1947 Mary Ellen 
Conway, 90, died 

April 21. She spent decades as an 
employee at The Scribbler fine 
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paper studio in Homewood, Ala-
bama. She enjoyed playing bridge 
and was a member of a bridge club 
that lasted more than 50 years. 

Loris Reynolds, 93, of Greenville, 
Alabama, died May 28. She spent 
40 years working for the Alabama 
Department of Human Resources. 
When Loris retired in 1988, she 
was the deputy director of the de-
partment. Her favorite time of year 
was Thanksgiving, when all of her 
family gathered at Bethel United 
Methodist Church in Fort Deposit.

1948 Marie Gilmore, 
92, died May 

3. She first worked as a science 
teacher and later as the owner of 
Wyman’s Jewelry and Gift Shop 
in Grove Hill, Alabama. She loved 
the game of bridge and set aside 
Wednesday as Bridge Day. The 
longtime teacher was also an avid 
advocate for Grove Hill, where 
there is a senior citizen center 
named in her memory.

1949 Villa Wright, 90, 
of Sylacauga, died 

April 18. She worked in health 
services for most of her life. She 
was active in her local First United 
Methodist Church and held offices 
with the United Methodist Wom-
en organization. She also had a 
passion for flowers and spent many 
years crafting flower arrangements 
for weddings and funerals.

1950 Dr. Angeline 
Nazaretian, 91, 

of Athens, Alabama, died March 
17. She was a passionate educator 
who was responsible for creating 
the first Special Olympics program 
at Athens State University. The 
program eventually spread across 
the state of Alabama, and Angie 
served on the state’s Olympic 
committee. In 1996, she was 
elected to carry the Olympic 
Torch through Limestone County. 
Angie was a member of the UM 
1896 Society and was awarded the 
Distinguished Alumna of the Year 
in 1968.

1951 Patricia Brandon, 
89, of Birmingham, 

died on June 13. At UM, she was 

Backyard Beauty
Alum’s connections land opportunity of a lifetime

BY MADISON GRIGGS ’17

Alabama is home to some of America’s most beautiful wildlife, 
and UM alumnus Jeremy Black ’16 loves to capture it. Last year, 
the photographer captured a unique yellow cardinal. According to 
Auburn University Bird Curator Geoffrey Hill, this genetic mutation 
is so rare that only one is seen each year in the U.S. 

“Having the opportunity to document the male Northern 
Cardinal with yellow pigmentation was one of the most rewarding 
opportunities I’ve had during my career thus far,” Black said. “My 
first experience witnessing this one-in-a-million northern cardinal 
was something I’ll remember for the rest of my life. Never in my 
wildest dreams did I imagine that this particular bird would get me 
featured in sources like National Geographic, USA Today, Smithsonian, 
Washington Post, etc.” 

This famous capture led to a great connection. Dr. Jill Wicknick, 
associate professor of biology, was looking out her window when she 

noticed a rose-breasted grosbeak with a yellow breast. She reached out to Black via social media, know-
ing that he had documented that same genetic mutation in the cardinal last year. 

“It was remarkable to witness another bird with the same phenomenon as the Yellow Northern Car-
dinal,” Black said. “I’m incredibly thankful for Jill Wicknick. She was incredibly gracious to allow me to 
stop by her residence to document the bird before it continued on its migration.”

Black encourages pursuing and maintaining these kinds of connections, because without them, he 
would have missed out on opportunities some photographers pursue for decades. 

“Having the ability to connect with other alumni is incredibly rewarding and beneficial in both a 
personal and professional setting,” Black said. “At a young age, I dreamed of being featured by National 
Geographic, and I never imagined I would accomplish one of my biggest dreams before the age of 25. 
You never know what opportunities will present themselves after graduating, so stay optimistic and 
make your passions a reality.”

UM alumnus Jeremy Black captured photos of a rare yellow cardinal last year, leading him to be featured in publications 
such as USA Today, National Geographic and the Washington Post. Photo by Jeremy Black
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selected for inclusion in Who’s Who 
Among Students in American Uni-
versities and Colleges. A member of 
the collegiate debate team, she par-
ticipated in tournaments through-
out the U.S. She was named the 
first manager of the school’s radio 
station and was the recipient of the 
American Association of Universi-
ty Women Award as a senior.

1956 Beth Matthews 
Barker, 85, of 

McCalla, died Feb. 25. Beth spent 
much of her life as a leader. She 
served as an elder in a number 
of Presbyterian congregations, 
troop leader for the Girl Scouts of 
America and president of her local 
Red Hat Society. She also enjoyed 
making things with her hands, often 
gifting them to family and friends. 

1958 Rose Marie King, 
82, of Pelham, died 

April 22. She began her teaching 
career with Shelby County Schools 
and later opened a private kinder-
garten in Pelham. Rose enjoyed 
writing, painting and teaching and 
spent many years teaching Sunday 
school at Lakeside Baptist Church.

1959 Jane Louise Vene-
ble Lawhon, 82, of 

Rockmart, Georgia, died June 6. 
Jane worked as a middle school 
teacher in Columbus, Georgia, 
where she met her husband, 
Bob. She was a member of the 
Rockmart Presbyterian Church for 
more than 50 years, where she was 
an elder and taught Sunday school 
for 45 years. She sang alto in the 
choir, was president of the women 
of the church and helped with 
vacation Bible school, Women’s 
Morning Circle and the biennial 
Christmas live nativity the church 
performs for the community.

1961 Elizabeth Jerna-
gan, 81, of Mobile, 

died March 16. She taught third 
and fourth grade at Robert E. Lee 
and Saraland elementary schools 
for 30 years. Elizabeth enjoyed 
writing letters and cards to famous 
people and friends. She also had a 
passion for genealogy.

1962 Frederick F. Glea-
son Jr. M.Ed. ’69, 

80, of Alabaster, died June 16. Af-
ter graduating from UM, he began 
teaching at Calera Middle School. 
He moved to Chelsea High School 
where he taught for the remainder 
of his 35-year career.

1969 Glen Hale 
M.Ed. ’72, 72, 

of Birmingham, died March 24. 
Until he retired, Glen worked as 
a district executive with the Boy 
Scouts of America.

Dr. Elaine Wood Hughes, 77, of 
Montevallo, died April 14. She 
was a professor emerita at the Uni-
versity of Montevallo, where she 
spent more than four decades on 
the University’s faculty in the De-
partment of English and Foreign 
Languages. In 1999, Elaine was 
named the Carnegie Foundation 
CASE Professor of the Year. She 
also co-authored a play about the 
Alabama Civil Rights movement 
with Sena Jeter Naslund.

1974 Royce Borden, 74, 
of Aiken, South 

Carolina, died March 5. He was 
a Vietnam veteran and worked in 
the Savannah River Nuclear Solu-
tions Procurement Department for 
40 years. Royce was president of 
the Aiken Area Tennis Association 
for 10 years, and was an active 
member in his local church. 

1975 Jerrell Fortune, 
66, of Trussville, 

died June 1. He spent 44 years as 

an insurance agent and was the 
owner of Fortune and Associates 
Insurance Company. Jerrell was 
also a member of Huffman United 
Methodist Church.

1980 Pam Walker 
Schatz, 60, of 

Leeds, Alabama, died March 10. 
She was a longtime employee of 
Briarwood Presbyterian Church 
working in the accounting depart-
ment and bookstore. She and her 
husband, former UM business 
professor Clark Schatz, owned 
a farm, Manna Acres, in Leeds 
raising sheep and chickens.

1992 Janet Bruce, 49, 
died April 29. Jan-

et was a lifelong fighter and beat 
cancer early in her life. She loved 
spending time with family and 
friends and enjoyed Atlanta Braves 
baseball. Janet was also a member 
of Weatherly Heights Baptist 
Church in Huntsville. 

2002 Joel Ramsey, 41, 
of Dothan, Ala-

bama, died May 31. He enjoyed 
aviation, traveling and guitar. Joel 
had a passion for the 1980s and 
was well-known for his karaoke.

Prefer digital 
to print? 
Go green — sign up to 
receive your copy of 
Montevallo Today digitally!

montevallo.edu/montevallo-today
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Why give to the University of Montevallo 
National Alumni Association (UMNAA)?

THE MISSION OF THE NATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION IS TO:

• ENHANCE alumni ties to and support of the University

• PROMOTE active and effective participation of alumni in the Association 
 and the University

• ADVOCATE, PROMOTE AND SUPPORT the University of Montevallo and  
its unique mission to be a vital part of Alabama’s future

To accomplish our mission, we need your help! Funding of alumni events, alumni leadership and legacy scholarships 
and other activities are largely possible because of funding the UMNAA receives from the UM Foundation; more 
specifically, unrestricted donations.

For example, the University does not fund our Homecoming Luncheon, where we acknowledge class reunions and 
bestow coveted alumni awards, or our many events during Homecoming weekend. Alumni events and programming 
are funded through the UM Foundation. 

The National Alumni Association requests all alumni to consider making monetary contributions to the 
“unrestricted” account to help us make alumni events, programs, awards and student scholarships successful. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request. Donations of any amount will be greatly appreciated! 
To make it more convenient, set up a recurring gift to be paid monthly. For information on how to give, contact the 
University Advancement Office at 205-665-6215 or visit montevallo.edu/give

Thank you,
Cynthia Todd ’88
UMNAA President-Elect



ALUMNI NEWS

SAVE THE DATE: Feb. 7-8, 2020 TO CELEBRATE
Class of: 1960    1970    1980    1990    2000   

Alabama College    Young Alumni    Minority Alumni

There will also be celebrations for all alumni.
FOLLOW US on Facebook for updated information: @UMalum
Visit montevallo.edu/homecoming for times, locations and additional activities.

If you are interested in serving as a 2020 reunion chair, please contact the Alumni Office at 205-665-6215 or umalumnioffice@montevallo.edu.

20 20
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ALUMNI COLLEGE NIGHT
TICKET SALES

College Night tickets will be available online to 
active alumni beginning on Nov. 15, 2019, at 
montevallotickets.universitytickets.com. 

STEPS

1. First-time users will need to set up 
an account. 

2. Select a seat based on availability for the 
night tickets are desired.  

3. A maximum of two (2) tickets for Friday OR 
Saturday may be purchased, but not both. 

4. Print out your ticket or use your phone for 
confirmation at College Night.

PLEASE NOTE

• Minimum $40 contribution to the UM 
Foundation after 10/01/19 is required. Event 
registration is not considered a donation.

• Donation may be made at the time of ticket 
purchase. 

• Ticket purchases will be monitored each day. 
Tickets purchased that do not meet these 
criteria will be reversed. 

• Alumni College Night ticket purchases and 
donations are non-refundable. 

For those who are not able to purchase tickets 
online, call the Office of Advancement and 
Alumni Affairs at 205-665-6215. 

Beginning Nov. 15 and running through 
Feb. 8, an automated message will be played 
indicating to press “1” for College Night ticket 
purchases and “2” for all other requests. Some-
one will then assist you with purchasing your 
Alumni College Night tickets. This service will 
only be available during regular business hours. 

Questions? Please contact the Office of Ad-
vancement and Alumni Affairs at 205-665-6215 
or email umalumnioffice@montevallo.edu.

UMNAA PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Dear Alumni,
The 2019-2020 academic year is upon us, and that means 

students, faculty and staff are busy studying, working and con-
tinuing to make the University that special place we love. As your 
president, I want you to think about a couple of things this fall:

• What made UM so special to you?
• How can you help continue that legacy for others to come?
• Did you know that unrestricted funds have played and continue 

to play a large role in both?

Those of you who are giving, please continue to do so, and those who haven’t given 
in the past, please consider giving back to UM. These gifts are used for a variety of great 
projects and scholarships for faculty and students. Some include:

• Alumni Leadership Scholarships
• Alumni Honors Scholarships
• Book scholarships  
• Funding for projects or departments on campus with needs beyond their budget
• Counseling Center
• UMNAA alumni events 

And the list goes on and on. Please consider a gift that might continue opportunities for 
future alums. Recurring monthly gifts can also be set for any amount. I know you want all 
alumni to feel as special as we did!

The Class of 1980 will celebrate its 40-year reunion in February 2020. I would like to 
challenge all my classmates to help prove that our class was indeed one of the best ever. My 
challenge is for 40 classmates to attend our 40th reunion celebration. Dates and times are 
still pending, but save the date now for Feb. 7-8, 2020. You will be receiving phone calls 
from your classmates providing more details, so please make plans to be at our beloved 
UM for this special occasion. “40/40” in 2020! We will always belong at Montevallo, so 
let’s celebrate that at Homecoming 2020.

Your voice is important to the UMNAA. Please contact me or any other board member 
at any time with thoughts, suggestions and ideas to make your association stronger!

Sincerely,
Toni Leo
UMNAA president



‘We are Here for You’
Alumni Affairs, led by new director, 

fosters connection between grads and campus

While working from her office on 
the first floor of Reynolds Hall to 
plan the details of a summer alumni 

social in Washington, D.C., new Alumni 
Affairs Director Tiffany Bunt’s journey at Mon-
tevallo has come full circle. 

As a public relations student employee 
during her time as an undergrad at UM, her 
office was on the second floor of the build-
ing she now works from as she and Assistant 
Alumni Affairs Director Carolyn Jones lead the 
University’s alumni programs. 

“UM has been an integral part of my life 
for a long time. Attending UM was one of the 
best decisions of my life. I fell in love with the 
Montevallo family and the charming historic 
campus. My husband, David, jokes that when 
we got married on Flowerhill a few months 
after I graduated, I made vows to the University 
as well,” said Bunt, who completed her under-
grad at UM in 2000 before earning her Master 
of Business Administration Degree from the 
Stephens College of Business in 2013. “I may 
have left for a few years after graduating, but I 
stayed connected. And when I returned to work 
at UM, served on the Junior Alumni Board 
and became involved in alumni activities, my 
connections and love for the University simply 
grew and flourished. I am so honored to begin 
this new role. It’s such an exciting time at the 
University — we have seen so much progress 
and innovation over the last few years.”

In her role as the new alumni director — a 
position she began in May — Bunt is looking 
to continue the office’s tradition of helping 
Montevallo graduates feel just as connected to 
the UM family as they were during their time 
walking the brick streets on campus.  

“As a team, Carolyn and I really want to 
develop innovative programs to engage our 
alumni, while still upholding the revered tradi-
tions on campus,” Bunt said. “We want to val-
ue and support those traditions while looking 
for new opportunities for alumni engagement, 
especially opportunities to bring students and 
alumni together.” 

During her 13 years of service at Montevallo, 
Bunt has served in a variety of roles, including 
graphic arts specialist and webmaster, senior 
graphic designer, marketing manager and com-
munications manager. She also serves as chair 
of the University Student Publications Com-
mittee and has served as an adjunct professor 
for multiple mass communication courses. 

While Alumni Affairs is sometimes viewed as 
an office catering strictly to graduates, Bunt and 
Jones said they take a holistic approach to get-
ting involved with everyone who attends UM. 

“From the time they first enter the gates to 
the time they come back for their 80th class 
reunion, we want to be involved with our 
alumni,” said Jones, who has been working at 
the University for 15 years, and has spent the 
past three years serving in her current role. 

The Alumni Affairs Office serves as a liaison 
between the University and the Alumni Associ-
ation and the Junior Alumni Board. The office 
facilitates the Alumni Leadership and Alumni 
Legacy scholarships, oversees Student Alumni 
Ambassadors and works to coordinate student- 
and alumni-focused events and programming 
during the year. The office organizes regular 
alumni club events throughout the nation, as 
well as on-campus events, the largest being 
Homecoming, and works with University 
Events on Founders’ Day activities. 

Bunt and Jones said they have a simple mes-
sage for the University’s alumni: stay involved. 

“We are here for you, and we want to hear 
from you,” Jones said. “We want you to be as 
involved and engaged as you can be.”

Moving forward, Bunt and Jones said they 
are looking to expand the University’s alumni 
affinity groups, with the goal of connecting 
with alumni based on the clubs, activities and 
organizations they were involved with during 
their time as students.  

“Be involved in alumni events. It’s a great 
way to become friends with those who were not 
here the same time you were,” Bunt said. “It’s 
amazing how much you have in common, even 
if you graduated decades apart. And you always 
belong at Montevallo!”

For more information on the Alumni Affairs 
Office, including upcoming events, visit  
montevallo.edu/alumni

TIFFANY BUNT CAROLYN JONES
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ALUMNI EVENTS

Shelby County Benefit Bash
1 More than 85 people attended 
the annual Shelby County 
Scholarship Benefit Bash on 
Thursday, April 25; 2 Dean Nathews 
’62, namesake of the event’s 
scholarship, and daughter, Ann 
Griffin ’76, are pleasantly surprised 
to win one of the evening’s games; 
3 Alumni and friends of all ages 
enjoyed the fellowship and games. 
Sarah Hogan ’03 talks to fellow 
alumni at the event.

Senior Day
4 UMNAA President Toni Leo ’80, 
shares information with graduates 
about the Alumni Association at 
Senior Day on May 3.

Keynote Speaker Reception 
State legislators honor alumnus 
Dr. Richard D. Cummings ’74 
with a resolution at a reception 
held on May 3 prior to UM Spring 
Commencement. Cummings 
served as the commencement 
speaker. 5 From left: Cindi 
Stewart, Dr. John Stewart, state 
Sen. Cam Ward, Dr. Cummings, 
Trustee David Wheeler ’72, Sandra 
Cummings, Olivia Eldridge, state 
Rep. April Weaver and state Rep. 
Matt Fridy ’98.

Atlanta
6 Atlanta area alumni enjoy the 
UMATL Happy Hour on May 8 at 
City Tap.; 7 Friends Matt Mitchell 
’06, Keith Shoemaker ’98, Matt 
Robinson ’08 and Kay Butts-Pruett 
’04 meet up at the UMATL Happy 
Hour.

Spring Soirée
8 Members of the UM Junior 
Alumni Board gather at their 
signature event — the Spring Soirée 
and Silent Auction — held May 10 
at the Hoover Randle House; 9 
Zachary Banks ’08 takes a break 
DJing the event to talk to Morgan 
Evans ’19 and Gabrielle Pringle ’15; 
10 Cortez Bennett ’12, Christina 
Powell ’10 and Joshua Jackson 
discuss what to bid on; 11 Jacob 
Guyton ’15, Geordie Kennedy ’19, 
Reed Strength ’16 and Stephanie 
Howe ’16 share UM memories.

Montgomery Biscuits
12 Luke Lucas ’06 and Jackie 
Lucas ’04 join fellow River Region 
alumni and the UM Office of 
Admissions on June 13 for the 
Biscuits game; 13  Mary Louise 
Rice Dabbs ’56 and Ray Jones 
’60 watch the game; 14 Steve 
and Teresa Pittman ’80 pose 
after the game. The event, hosted 
by the River Region Alumni Club 
and the UM Office of Admissions, 
gave alumni the opportunity to 
welcome admitted students to the 
Montevallo family.
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Alumni spotted at 
events held from April

through June
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Birmingham Barons
15 Jennifer Toney ’19 and 
her mom Lisa Toney talk with 
Demetrius Castleberry, assistant 
director of admissions. Jennifer 
was the most recent alumna 
in attendance; 16 Jonathan 
Meacham ’83 and Tammy 
Meacham join other Jefferson 
County alumni for a Night at 
the Ballpark on June 27. The event 
was sponsored by the Jefferson 
County Alumni Club, the Junior 
Alumni Board and the UM Office 
of Admissions; 17 Kit Waters ’78, 
Melissa Stano ’11, Karen Kelly ’80 
and Diane Ray ’68 mingle before 
dinner at the Barons game; 18 
Jeffrey Purvis ’02, Terry Hughston 
’10, Candyce Hughston ’10, Megan 
Davis ’11 and Chad Davis wait for  
the game to begin.
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Mark Your Calendar
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Reynolds Hall, Station 6215
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EVENTS
Alumni event tickets may be reserved at 
montevallotickets.universitytickets.com

Sept. 14
Hope Bryant Smith 5k and 1-mile Fun 
Run, UM campus, 8 a.m. Learn more at 
montevallo.edu/hbsrace.

Oct. 10
123rd Founders’ Day, Convocation, Palmer 
Hall, 11 a.m.; (see more on page 10) 

Oct. 11
52nd Annual Olympics Day Golf 
Tournament, Four-man scramble, 
Montevallo Golf Course, registration begins 
at 10:30 a.m., shotgun start at noon 
Registration required. (see form on page 11)

Oct. 12
Fall Preview Day, for prospective students, 
8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Registration required. 
Visit montevallo.edu/preview-day for more 
information.

Greek Alumni Reunion and James 
Wilkinson Greek Hall of Fame Induction, 
King Quad, 3-5 p.m., $10 per person. 
Nominate deserving individuals at 
montevallo.edu/alumni-awards.

Oct. 26
Montevallo Artwalk, presented by the City 
of Montevallo, University of Montevallo 
and Montevallo Arts Council, downtown 
Montevallo, 1-6 p.m.

Montevallo Ghost Walk, presented by  
The Alabamian, UM Partnerships & 
Outreach and Carmichael Library, UM 
campus, 6-8 p.m.

F.A.M. (Future Alumni of Montevallo) Fall 
Festival, includes games and Trunk-or-Treat, 
UM campus, 6-8 p.m.

Nov. 1
Military Alumni & Student Appreciation 
Reception, Global Community Outreach 
Building, 3-5 p.m. 

Nov. 15
Alumni College Night tickets go on sale, 
8 a.m., minimum $40 donation to the UM 
Foundation must be made after Oct. 1 to be 
eligible to purchase tickets.    

Nov. 21
1896 Society Luncheon, Flowerhill, by 
invitation.

AWARD DEADLINE

Oct. 1
Distinguished Alumnus Award 
Nathalie Molton Gibbons Alumni  
 Achievement Award 
Nathalie Molton Gibbons Young  
 Achievers Award 
Submit nominations at montevallo.edu/
alumni-awards.




