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Professional Educator 

Secondary Education Program                                  The Edward Houston Wills Master’s Degree 

 
 

 About Our Program 
The Professional Educator Graduate Secondary Education 
Program is for certified teachers who seek advanced 
certification (Class A) at the high school level (Grades 6-12) 
in the following areas: Biology, Chemistry, 
English/Language Arts, General Science, History, 
Mathematics, Family and Consumer Sciences, and Social 
Science. The purpose of the Edward Houston Wills 
Master’s Degree Program is to promote the continuing 
professional development of those candidates who have 
made a commitment to careers in teaching or leadership. 
  
 Admission Requirements 
Students must comply with the following to be admitted 
unconditionally: 

• Students seeking a Class A certification must have a 
Class B certificate in the same teaching field(s) in which 
Class A certification is sought. 

• Students seeking Class A certification must present a 
copy of their teaching certificate 

• If no master, a passing score on the GRE or MAT is 
required. 

 
 Course Overview 
I. Core Area (15 hours) 

Required courses 
EDF 500: Introduction to Graduate Study (3) 
ED 503: Power, Politics, and Change (2) 
ED 504: Innovative Instructional Design (2) 
ED 506: Reaching Every Learner (2) 
ED 591: Research Design for Classroom Teachers (3) 
ED 592: Action Research for Classroom Teachers (3) 
 

II. Technology (3 hours) 
ED 529: Curriculum Integration of Technology (3) 

   OR an equivalent technology course 
 
III. Survey of Special Education Coursework (3 hours) 
     SPED 507 Exceptional Learners if not previously   
     completed. 
 
IV. Content Area or Teaching Field (12 hours) 

  Choose 500 level courses that you have not already 
taken at the Undergraduate level.  (You must take 
enough courses to equal 12 hours.)  English language 
arts, general science, and general social studies 

programs shall require at least one course in two areas 
within the broader field. 
 

V.  Elective (3 hours) 
      NOTE: The technology course taken cannot be  
      recounted as your elective.  A different technology  
       course can be used as an elective. 

 
 
 Completion Requirements 
All M.Ed. students are required to successfully complete a 
comprehensive Action Research project in a classroom 
setting.  In ED 591 (fall) and ED 592 (spring) graduate 
students are guided through a review of literature and 
development of a research question, design and 
implementation of a research study, and presentation of 
research findings to an audience.  A written paper worthy of 
professional publication and/or presentation is often a by-
product of our students’ efforts.  In addition, many students 
find confidence in pursuing National Board Certification as a 
result of their year-long inquiry experience in the program. 
 
 For Additional Information 
If you would like to learn more about earning a degree in 
this program, please contact us. 
 

Teaching, Leadership, and Technology Department  
Station 6355 
Montevallo, Alabama 35115 
(205) 665-6355 
 
 


