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Spring Recognition Luncheon

O

n April 16, 2018, Honors
students and faculty gathered
in the Montevallo Room of the
Anna Irvin Dining Hall to recognize
the achievements of students receiving
the Honors Diploma this spring —
Julia Burke, Saralyn Campbell, Sarah
Cooley, Lillian Elmore, Gabrielle
Gannon, Elizabeth Moore, Hannah
Mummert, Sara Perry, Amanda South,
Daisy Wallace, Joyia Williams, Colton
Williamson, and Amy Wilson — as
well as seniors who earned the Honors
Certificate, Lauren Alford and Ryann
Taylor.
Dr. Martin presented each recipient
of the Honors Diploma with a

plaque and Honors cords to be
worn at graduation. These diplomas
represented the 26 hours of Honors
credits that each student successfully
completed to finish the Program.
For the meal, attendees enjoyed
chicken salad and turkey croissants,
hummus and veggie wraps, pasta salad,
home-made chips, tea, and brownies.
Several Honors faculty and comittee
members — Provost Jim McDonald,
Dr. Clark Hultquist, Dr. Erin Chandler,
Dr. Tiﬀany Wang, Dr. Scott Varagona,
Dr. Emma Atwood— also attended the
luncheon to show their support for the
graduating Honors students.
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Amanda South, Sarah Cooley, Sara Perry, and Lillian Elmore
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Honors Faculty Award

Honors Students that nominated Dr. Beringer had
the following to say:
“He was a great Literature professor and made himself available for his students for whatever help they
needed.”
“He is passionate about his subject matter, from
comic books to a sequence in British and American
Literature. He helps to arrange and also attends extracurricular activities for Honors students, like the
Alabama Shakespeare Festival, as well as creating
the comics exhibition every spring, which requires
so much extra time from him. Dr. Beringer truly
love his jobs and his students, and I think that he is
more than deserving of this honor.”

“Although I only took one class with Dr. Beringer in the spring semester of last year, it was without a doubt
my favorite honors experience thus far at UM. His enthusiasm for the subject matter was contagious and
made me excited to engage with the material even after the course ended.”
“I took the first Honors Literature sequence with him and truly enjoyed the high level of engagement in
each of the discussions. His selections on conspiracy and paranoia in literature were wonderful. Plus, he
has worked each year with students on the comic exhibit which has been consistently fabulous.”
“His class played a really huge role in inspiring me to pursue research I hadn’t before. I think that discovering new things you love learning about is something that’s really important about college, and I think his
class allowed me, and students like me, to do that.”
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Honors Events
Twelfth Night
On April 20, twenty Honors students and
two faculty members traveled to
Montgomery to see the Alabama
Shakespeare Festival’s production of Twelfth
Night.
Katherine Pearce commented, “Going
to see Twelfth Night was a wonderful
experience. The play was beautiful and the
acting superb. I particularly enjoyed the
costumes and set designs. Going to ASF has
been one of my favorite opportunities with
the Honors Progam.”

Honors BFA Exhibition

Amanda South, a May 2018 Honors Diploma graduate, held her Bachelor of Fine Arts Exhibition in
The Gallery of Bloch Hall, April 15-19.
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HNRS 308: Digital Storytelling

Ashley “Robin” Stevens, Daniel Moore, Jill Sharpe, Allison Bearden, and Dr. Sierra Turner
During Spring 2018, Dr. Sierra Turner oﬀered a one-hour Digital Storytelling class in the Honors Program.
Dr. Turner explains how the purpose of this course “was to explore how digital storytelling can be used in order
to promote issues in social justice. To achieve this goal, students were introduced to the tenets of digital
storytelling and were provided instruction on how to use diﬀerent types of media and various social media
platforms to bring attention to issues that are important to them. This course focused on the use of digital
technology to explore various ways one can tell a story, and how to eﬀectively leverage story to engage, inform
and educate others. Additionally, the exploration, exploitation, and limitation of words, images, sound,
perspective, and personal creativity to create, edit and produce informative stories was an important focus of
this course.”
On April 24, the students in this class showcased their digital stories in Comer Auditorium. Dr. Turner
describes their individual presentations as follows.
•
Ashley’s story focused on the struggles that trans people face in society as a whole and on their particular
struggles in music programs when it comes to voice.
•
Jill’s story focused on the importance of education for all groups, in general, and minority groups in
particular. She explored how education is not always equitable, and how that needs to change in order to get
minority students a chance to succeed.
•
Allison’s focused on Jesus’ experiences before he was killed and how relatable they were to the problems
that we face on a daily basis.
•
Daniel’s story explored the lack of diversity in music education programs and the impact that it has on
certain groups. He also emphasized the fact that music has been influenced by a variety of cultures and
backgrounds, and that music education programs should reflect this diversity or variety.
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Honors Student Presentations at UR Day

T

his year was the 21st annual
Undergraduate Research at the University
of Montevallo. Fourteen Honors students
presented their work with either oral or poster
presentations.

Oral Presentations
“Conflict Management 101: A
Study of Gaming and Conflict
Management Style”
Mollie Boynton--First Place Oral
Presentation Session 2
“Unconventional Printing”
Ashton Irvin--Second Place Oral
Presentation Session 2
“A Novel Strategy to Identify
Carbohydrate Binding Proteins”
Brian Kirkwood--Third Place
Oral Presentation Session 1
“Various Metalations of 5, 10, 15,
20-Tetrakis (4-carboxyphenyl)
Porphyrin”
Brian Kirkwood--First Place Oral
Presentation Session 1
“Sleep and Academic Success”
Haley Nichols
“Artemisia Gentileschi: Painting
Power”
Amanda South

“An Analysis of Personality Traits
and Online Behavior”
Julia Burke
“Making Strange: Constructing
Gendered Identities and the
Existence of the Other”
Donovan Cleckley and Annika
Bastian

Poster Presentations
“CRISPR Mediated Upregulation of
Reelin and Neuronal Excitability”
Julia Burke--First Place Poster
Presentation

“Diﬀerences in Recovery from
High-Intensity Intermittent
Exercise Between College Age
Males and Females”
Marlee Webb--Third Place Poster
Presentation
“Roanoke: Designing A Legacy
Game”
Sara Perry
“Motivation Level and Community
Involvement of Military Students”
Rebekah Koen
“The Eﬀectiveness of Antimicrobial
Agents in Surgical Settings”
Nicolette Fiessinger

“The Cantor Set”
Illyssa Overton

“Investigating the Impact of
Community Service on Student
Empathy”
Joyia Williams
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Reflections on Undergraduate Research
I had already completed undergraduate research last year and enjoyed it greatly, so I decided to do it
again! This year, my research took inspiration from an assignment in my Game Design Workshop class,
which I expanded on for my project. Undergraduate research is a great way to determine if you’d like to go into
graduate education. A lot of times, you’re having to work oﬀ of materials written by professionals who are the
highest in their field, so you can get very in-depth
for a subject you want to research more about.
This project is a combined Honors thesis and
Game Studies and Design project. The goal was to
use my project to synthesize materials learned in
both my major and my minor. Undergrad research
is a huge time commitment, and it requires you to
be able to have self-discipline. You have to want to
put in the amount of work it needs; these projects
end up becoming your babies with how much work
goes into them sometimes!--Molly Boynton

I was inspired to do undergraduate research in an eﬀort to prepare for graduate school. Undergrad research is
beneficial particularly to anyone who plans to go for a masters or a PhD, schools are especially interested in those
who have strong research experience. It is also a lot of fun to be able to lead your own project and attend
conferences!
One of my research projects was related to my Honors thesis. I was able to continue my research at UAB and
add onto what I had done over summer while receiving honors credit. My advice would be to definitely
participate if you have the opportunity!--Julia Burke
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Reflections on Undergraduate Research

I decided originally to conduct undergraduate research because of the experience that I knew it would give
me. I then began to realize that I have a passion for research, and have already established my next research
project to begin working on after our Spring Break! For me personally, the benefits of undergraduate
research was the overall knowledge. Not just the knowledge that I gained from my topic, but mainly the
experience of working with others and learning the proper methods, terminology, and patience associate
with research. I am greatly interested in making my next project part of my Honors thesis!
When picking your topic for undergraduate research, it is extremely nice to come up with your own
project. However, I learned that my ideas aren’t always feasible with time, money, and location. So, I would
suggest doing your own little research to figure out what your professors are planning on researching. Then,
pick the topic that most interests you and just ask permission to join their project! If you do not have an idea,
or nothing interests you, simply let your professors know how interested you are, and they will most
definitely help you along the right path. I received so much advice before I presented, mainly due to the fact
that I was so nervous! However, once I started presenting, I realized that there was nothing to be nervous
about! I was the only one in that building, outside of my faculty adviser, who was an expert on my research.
So, I just had to simply explain my research to the people who were interested.--Marlee Webb

My inspiration came from the knowledge that I would need to go to graduate school in order to
practice what I truly enjoy about social work, which is policy implementation. I knew that I needed to build
up my CV, which lead me to join the McNair Scholars Program. One of the requirements is to participate
in UM’s Undergraduate Research Day. One of the best benefits of undergraduate research is that you get to
tailor your learning experience to whatever unique interests you have. It’s probably the only time, outside of
Honors courses, that you get to specifically choose what you want to learn about and it doesn’t have to
connect with your major if you don’t want it to.
I would tell other Honors Students to give it a try just to see if they like it. The worst thing that would
happen is that they get to spend a semester studying a subject they like, count it as an extracurricular activity,
and bond professors at the university!--Rebekah Koen
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Honors Program Director
Dr. Cathlena Martin

Administrative Assistant
Caralyn McDaniel

Hill House, Station 6501
Montevallo, AL 35115

Requirements to Stay Active in Honors
-Maintain at least a 3.2 overall GPA
-Take at least one Honors course per academic year
You will be notified via campus e-mail at the end
of each semester if your status changes.

instagram.com / umhonors

snapchat.com / umhonors

facebook.com / HonorsUM

(205) 665 - 6501

twitter.com / UMHonors

honors@montevallo.edu
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