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Fall Recognition Luncheon

Congratulations to the students who received Honors
Certificates and Honors Diplomas at the Fall
Recognition Luncheon held on November 13.
Honors Diplomas were awarded to
Cathryn Denard, Shea Morris, and Elizabeth Rhinehart.
Those earning the Honors Certificate were
L anie Bell, Maggie Jo Benson, Ashlyn Bondurant, Jessica
B r o o k s , Te s s a B u r n s , K a y l a C h a m b e r s , D o n o v a n C l e c k l e y ,
A l e x C o l e m a n , S a r a h C o o l e y, M a l l o r y C u r r i e , L a u r a
D e R o c h e r, I s a a c D e v i n e , M a r y F u r m a n , O l i v i a G o n z a l e z ,
Jamie Haas, Rebekah Koen, Hailey Larkin, Ryne Mills,
Columbia Nave, Haley Nichols, Ryan Orso, Illysa Overton,
Christina Patterson, Samuel Pulford, Zoe Scott,
Kaitlyn Shehee, Angie Singleton, Nicole Stratton, Colton
Va u g h n , a n d A d e n Wa r d .

Spring Recognition Luncheon
Save the Date!
Yo u a r e c o r d i a l l y i n v i t e d t o t h e
Honors Program Spring Recognition Luncheon

M o n d a y, A p r i l 1 6 , 2 0 1 8 1 2 : 0 0 – 1 : 0 0 P M
Montevallo Room – Anna Ir vin Dining Hall
A c a t e r e d l u n c h w i l l b e s e r v e d t o t h o s e w h o R S V P.

HONORS
PROGRAM
Volume 5, Issue 3
Spring 2018

Please email honors@montevallo.edu
by April 9 to res er ve your place.
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Honors Diploma recipients
Cathryn Denard and
Elizabeth Rhinehart
graduated in December 2017.

Honors Certificate recipients recognized at the Fall 2017 Luncheon.
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Creative Problem Solving

Dr. Hope’s Fall 2017
HNRS 309 Creative Problem
Solving students participated
in an egg drop activity to put their
problem-solving skills to the test!
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Gold Side Honors Students
Congratulations to the following Honors students who helped lead
Gold Side to victory in the annual College Night competition!
Lyrics
Ryan Howard
Composer
Justice Allen
Conductor
Mary Light
Production Book
Mary Haynes Furman
Stage Manager
Zelma Cable
Vocal Coach
Daniel Moore

Choreography
Savannah Willard

Cast, Pit Chorus,
and Orchestra
Ryan Howard--cast

Artistic/Technical Staff

Hailey Larkin--cast

Ashton Irvin

Daniel Moore--cast

Secretary

Ryan Rorick--cast

Hannah Bell

Savannah Willard--cast

Public Relations

Elizabeth Moore--pit
chorus

Morgan Alford

Katie Warren--pit
chorus

Golden Nuggets

Jonah Carden--pit
chorus

Ryann Taylor
Maggie Jo Benson

Lily Dickinson-orchestra
Mary Light--orchestra
Jim Vick--orchestra
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Purple Side Honors Students
The Honors Program was well-represented on the Purple Side during
College Night activities!
Leader
Brian Kirkwood

Stage Manager

Cast, Pit Chorus,
and Orchestra

Illysa Overton

Ashlyn Bondurant-cast

Tori Irvin

Choreography

Mollie Boynton--pit
chorus

Jonathan Mendoza

Madison Johnson

Andie Lamberth--pit
chorus

Pre-production
Manager

Raeanna Pipes--pit
chorus

Molly Green

Katie Shehee--pit
chorus

Public Relations

Annika Bastian-orchestra

Conductors

Lyrics
Ryan Orso
Acting Coach
Ashlyn Bondurant

Mollie Boynton

Baby Purple &
Alumni Relations

Spirit

Katie Shehee

Jamie Haas
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Jonathan Mendoza-orchestra
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Get Out Event

by Laura Ling
On November 14th, 2017, I attended the ﬁlm
showing of Get Out in the Ramsay Hall classroom.
The event was hosted by the MHO as part of Dr.
Beringer’s English 233 class. The event was open to
all honors students, even those who were not in Dr.
Beringer’s class. Since I’d wanted to see Get Out for
a long time, I was more than happy to attend.
There was a good turnout beyond the base of
Dr. Beringer’s English class, with even some people
from outside of Ramsay Hall showing up. I greatly
enjoyed my time there, even getting the opportunity
to socialize with some familiar faces before and
after the movie. I’m extremely reserved, so it’s
normally difﬁcult for me to ﬁnd an environment

where I’m comfortable openly speaking with
those around me. I did feel comfortable at this
event and genuinely felt like part of the Honors
community. Having a small group around also
made watching the movie all the more enjoyable,
particularly because it was a horror movie and the
simultaneous reactions it elicited from everyone
connected us.
I would love to see more movie viewings from
the Honors program. Casual events such as this
one seem to be best at fostering that sense of the
Honors community in me.
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Honors Program Travel Grants: ACETA
by Donovan Cleckley
of sexual abuse narratives. She said that, as I stated

At the recent Association of College English Teachers
of Alabama (ACETA) Conference on the Sympathetic

in my presentation, how we use language to describe

Imagination, I presented a paper titled “‘Telling the Truth

instances of sexual violence does indeed affect how

About My Own Experiences as a Body’: Virginia Woolf

an audience receives those narratives, for better or for

as Both a Writer and a Survivor of Sexual Violence”

worse.
Ending my presentation, for the time being, I

in which I discussed how surviving childhood sexual
abuse impacted Virginia Woolf as a writer. Even while

alluded to Judith Shakespeare’s need to put on her body,

discussing Woolf’s experiences as a writer and a

as seen in Woolf’s A Room of One’s Own, and how, for

survivor, I related the discussion to women and men

society to ever be a place of equality, all individuals—

in general who sadly ﬁnd their voices silenced amidst

especially women—must be able to reveal the truths of

the varying sounds of everyday life. An excerpt from my

their bodies, speciﬁcially what they have experienced.

paper says, “Being a survivor means carrying a story,

I ﬁnished reading the paper with the following words:

even if the body cannot put words to that story. Women

“Revolution must begin with revelation.” These words

all too well know what it is to consistently exist as the

relate to the reality of sexual violence because telling the

object, deprived of the voice to speak, being used as

truth about one’s experiences as a body, which Woolf

a thing on which to place meaning.” As exempliﬁed in

discusses in her essay “Professions for Women,” is a

this statement, as well as throughout my paper, I bring

mountainous and terrifying undertaking. Silenced, some

attention to the importance of understanding people’s

people never can vocalize such truths, carrying them to

narratives and showing compassion to them in their

their graves. But some people, in courage through fear,

times of suffering and need.

translate their unspoken experiences into language and
therefore cast light on the realities of their bodies.

Because the conference’s theme was sympathy
and empathy in texts, my presentation as well as other
presentations discussed instances of suffering and
understanding. After my presentation, a member of
the audience commented on how important it was that
I directed attention to passive voice in the retelling

“Expressions of Female Empathy”
p r e s e n t e r s C h r i s t y B u r n s , Ta t e n
S h i r l e y, a n d U M H o n o r s s t u d e n t
D o n o v a n C l e c k l e y.
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Honors Program Travel Grants
Design Retreat and Metatopia Convention
by Sara Perry
in progress designs to get feedback, so I was
a mixture of excited and nervous. A lot of high
proﬁle industry professionals go to Metatopia and
I was worried that our game wouldn’t live up to
the standard that they were used to seeing.
When the day came to present I felt so silly
that I had been so worried. Everyone that played
our game was so nice and helpful. They were
willing to put in extra time to make sure that we
got the feedback we needed and that went a long
way in making me feel welcome to the industry. It
was really nice to see people enjoying the game
that our team had put so much work into. The
convention was a blast. We received tons of great
feedback on our game, made new friends and
great connections, and got to immerse ourselves
completely in an atmosphere entirely about
playing and designing games. I’m really glad that
I went and I absolutely plan on going again next
year.

In December, I got the opportunity to travel to
Fort Worth to attend a design retreat. The retreat
which was put on by Waitress Games, a board
game design and development studio, promised
an intense, week-long workshop dedicated solely
to game iteration, but what I experienced was so
much more. What I got was a week packed full of
tutorship, great ideas, better people, and once in
a lifetime experiences.
Going into the retreat, I was worried that my
skill level and experience in the ﬁeld would be
lower than everyone else there and that I would
feel out of place because of it, but that wasn’t
the case at all. There was a mixture of new and
professional designers, and all of them couldn’t
have been more welcoming. I couldn’t have
gotten my design to where it is now without the
help of some very dedicated people who love
this industry as much as I do. It was a great
opportunity to listen and learn while hopefully
providing a fresh set of eyes for other in progress
designs. I received plenty of constructive
feedback on my designs during playtesting hours
and helpful career advice during meals.
Each game event I go to, whether it be a
convention, prototyping get together, or design
retreat, is better than the last, but I can safely
say that the Waitress Games Design Retreat is
the best one I’ve been to yet. The people were
amazing and extremely helpful, I received so
much design feedback, and I absolutely can’t wait
to go to the next one in February.
In November I got the opportunity to travel to
New Jersey to attend Metatopia, a board gaming
convention. I’ve been working all of fall semester
with a design team of other Montevallo students
to design a board game, and this convention
was our opportunity to present it. I attended
with another one of my team members, Will
Kirkpatrick, and this was our ﬁrst time attending
this convention. Metatopia is all about bringing
8
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Honors Program Travel Grants
Society for Neuroscience

by Julia Burke

This year, nearly 30,000 people from around the world attended the Society for Neuroscience
conference in Washington, D.C. The conference hall was packed with some of the smartest
neuroscientists in the country, including several Nobel Prize winners such as Eric Kandel. The
conference was an amazing opportunity to meet renowned scientists and speak to labs I am
interested in joining for graduate school. The week-long meeting consisted of talks, poster sessions,
graduate school fairs, social events, lab vendors, and outreach events. I gained both valuable
connections and many new perspectives on molecular methods to study neuroscience. I hope
to attend SFN again next year; I believe the meeting is not only an opportune chance to speak to
scientists with different areas of expertise, but also an invaluable networking opportunity.
My ﬁrst day in D.C. I presented my poster at the Molecular and Cellular Cognition symposium.
This satellite event of SFN showcases neuroscience research that is molecular in nature and offers
graduate students and undergraduates the opportunity to show their work to a slightly smaller crowd
before the larger SFN poster sessions take place. Comments on my poster during the MCCS session
have given me some excellent ideas on what path to take next with my project. My next step will likely
be to incorporate LACE (Light Activated CRISPR/Cas9 Effector), which will allow me to implement
genetic modulations with CRISPR and ideally see changes at a faster rate than with my previous
method. Throughout the week, I also attended talks that gave me further insight into the best ways to
both maximize signiﬁcance, and increase accuracy in recording from neurons both in culture and in
vivo. Attending the conference was beneﬁcial to the trajectory of my project, as well as my involvement
in the neuroscience community.
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Honors Program Travel Grants
My Theatre Conference Experience

by Ashlyn Bondurant
I recently spent ﬁve wonderful days in New York City attending the A1 Theatre Conference. This
conferenceprovides college students with the opportunity to attend lectures, workshops, and audition with
some of the nation’s largest theatre companies. Being accepted for the A1’s is a competitive process. In
September, I had to audition in front of A1 representatives in Birmingham. I found out that evening that I and
multiple University of Montevallo students had been accepted. I knew I wanted to go if I was able to secure
the necessary funds. While at the A1 conference, I was able to perform for agents, managers, and many
theatres. The feedback that I received is going to help me immensely with starting my career. I am hoping
that a job may even come from this.
On January 12th, after auditioning for
70 theatres at once, I also got to see the
“Spongebob Squarepants” musical. It was
bright,colorful, and totally captured the humor
and style of the TV show. It made me remember
why I am following this career path. The theatre
is a magical place.
Though it took weeks of planning to
prepare my audition and make this trip
happen, it was totally worth it. This trip
really made New York City seem like a
realistic place for me to live someday.
The city is overwhelmingly large and
crowded, but it is full of opportunity and
excitement. I am so thankful to Dr. Martin
and the Honors Program for this amazing
opportunity!

10

HONORS PROGRAM NEWS

Free dinner, transportation, and tickets
Friday, April 20
RSVP to honors@montevallo.edu
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Model UN Conference
In November 2017, UM Honors and Political Science students represented
the obser ver-status Holy See and the nation of Thailand at the Southern
Reg iona l Mo del Unite d Nat ions in At lant a, GA. Hours of res e arch go into e ach
M o d e l U N d e l e g a t i o n’s p r e p a r a t i o n . I n M o d e l U N , s t u d e n t s l e a r n p o l i t i c a l
strategy and negotiation tactics, as well as presentation skills that will
c o n t r i b u t e t o f u t u r e s u c c e s s i n a n y c a r e e r. R y a n n Ta y l o r r e c e i v e d a
“ R e c o g n i t i o n o f E x c e l l e n c e” f r o m h e r f e l l ow c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s .

To r e g i s t e r f o r M o d e l U n i t e d N a t i o n s ( H N R S 3 0 9 o r P O S 3 5 0 ) f o r
F a l l 2 0 1 8 , c o n t a c t D r. Tu r n e r a t t u r n e r s @ m o n t e v a l l o . e d u .
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RACISM IN AMERICA
Opportunity to explore concepts related to race and racism
Engage in critical conversations related to race and racism

Gain Tools for Anti-Racism and Social Justice Advocacy

If you are interested in exploring concepts related to historical and
modern implications of race and racism in the United States,
consider registering for Racism in America.
All majors and concentrations are welcome and will find this
course useful for building a foundational understanding of
privilege, oppression, racial vision and division.
Students will have the opportunity to collaborate with their peers,
critically evaluate current events related to race and racial
(in)justice, and engage in continued discourse to examine the
content.
HNRS 309: 002: Racism in America
Fall 2018: T/R 2-3:15
Dr. Amy Samuels
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Fall 2018 Honors Courses
General Education Honors Courses
COMS 102
COMS 102-001

Honors Foundations of Oral Communication
MWF 12:00 - 12:50 PM in Strong 113 CRN 80751

Dr. Wang

ENG 103
ENG 103-001

Honors Composition I
Dr. Chandler
MW 2:00 - 3:15 PM in Hill House Classroom CRN 80651

PHIL 111
PHIL 111-001

Honors Introduction to Philosophy
Dr. Patton
MWF 10:00 - 10:50 AM in Comer 309 CRN 80682

ENG 233
Honors Global Literature Survey
Dr. Atwood
ENG 233-001
TR 12:30 - 1:45 PM in Hill House Classroom CRN 80610
“The Best of All Possible Worlds: Utopian and Dystopian Literature.” We will explore the imaginative and
literary creation of utopian worlds from the ancient Greeks to the present era, encountering a range of cultural traditions and perspectives along the way. We will also encounter a variety of genres, from non-fiction
to drama to poetry, as we work together as a class to discern the role imaginative art plays in creating new
possibilities for better worlds. Some texts we will likely cover include: Plato’s Republic, More’s Utopia, Voltaire’s Candide, Shakespeare’s The Tempest, and Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale.
HIST 103
HIST 103-001

Honors History of World Civilization I
Dr. Hultquist
TR 12:30 PM - 1:45 PM in UMOM 309 CRN 80241
Fall Honors Courses – 1 Credit Hour

HNRS 100-001

Honors Introductory Experience
M 3:30 PM - 4:20 PM in Morgan 203 CRN 81830

Dr. Martin

The course is designed to provide a learning community and common experience for incoming Honors
students. It will help students integrate into the Honors community; be informed of relevant on-campus
research and service opportunities; plan for their futures with a degree plan and resume building objectives;
and begin an Honors portfolio.
HNRS 308-001

Hogwarts and Higher Education
T 11:00 - 11:50 AM in Hill House Classroom CRN 82531

Dr. Whitsett

The content will explore a number of key themes of educational policy, including:
• Society’s impact on education: home schooling, public, private, vouchers, etc…
• Welcome to Hogwarts: a reassuring world of uniforms and routine
• Gryﬃndor and Slytherin: prejudice and intolerance in the classroom
• The peer group: bullying, friendship and solidarity
• Ideals of citizenship: courage, ingenuity and integrity
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Fall 2018 Honors Courses
Fall Honors 300 Courses – 3 Credit Hours
HNRS 309-001
POS 350

Model United Nations
TR 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM in UMOM 220 CRN 82029

Dr. Turner

Students learn about the United Nations’ structure and process and major issues of global concern. They
prepare to represent a designated country by learning about that country’s positions and concerns in the United Nations. They write resolutions and practice parliamentary procedure, debating, and voting in a simulation
of the UN process. The course culminates with students participating in the Southern Regional Model United
Nations.
HNRS 309-002

Racism in America
TR 2:00 - 3:15 PM in Hill House Classroom CRN 82536

Dr. Samuels

This course surveys the construction of race and examines historical and modern implications of racism
and xenophobia in the United States. Students will apply Critical Race Theory as a theoretical framework to explore race as a social construct and how it serves to privilege, oppress, and (dis)empower. Practical application
of allyship and anti-racism will be examined. All majors and concentrations are welcome and will find this
course useful to gain a foundational understanding of race, racism, and anti-racism.
HNRS 309-003
GSD 395/ART 326

Creative Process
M 2:00 - 4:30 PM in Bloch 223 CRN 82567

Dr. Bennett

Students will learn the process of Design Thinking based on creativity, ambidextrous thinking, teamwork,
curiosity, empathy, and optimism. Each student will choose a project to work on for the semester, and will
take it through the stages of the creative process to realize the finished product at the end of the term. Projects
may vary widely depending upon student interest; examples include product invention, a podcast series, an
etsy shop, a graphic novel, a curated exhibition, non-profit enterprise, niche businesses, etc. This class will rely
heavily on student participation, and requires that students “think outside the box” and be generous with their
feedback to all members of the course
HNRS 309-051
PHIL 300/ES 300
MATH 295

Astronomy
W 6:00 - 8:45 in Harman 225 CRN 82544
Prerequisite: MATH 144 or higher

Drs. Sterner & Patton

This course emphasizes the human origins, development, and ramifications of astronomy. We will begin with the
gradual, growing awareness on the part of our human ancestors of the larger physical universe and its underlying symmetry and order. Looking at both theory and practice, we will explore the ways in which the origins of astronomy as a
tool for navigation and agriculture led to the development of many other aspects of human life. Weekly outings (weather
permitting) will involve naked eye and telescopic observation of celestial objects. The observational component of the
course is designed to teach the students the configuration of the night sky and its relationship to ancient religion and
culture, the empirical basis of modern astronomical theory, and the variety of celestial objects which can be studied by
the amateur astronomer. The lectures will be self-contained accounts of a variety of issues which center around the relationships between mathematics, physics, astronomy, and other fields of human endeavor. The course will underscore the
extent to which the major fields of human inquiry and indeed, human survival itself, have depended on the development
of astronomy.
15
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Fall 2018 Honors Courses
Fall Honors 400 Courses – 3 Credit Hours
HNRS 409-001
ES 410
ENG 439/539

Special Topics in Literature: Sustainability
in New Orleans Literature
TR 9:30 - 10:45 AM in Comer 306 CRN 82344

Dr. Mahaﬀey

The course oﬀers not only the opportunity to formulate a theoretical understanding of an often
misunderstood cultural region through relatively obscure texts but also the opportunity to engage in field
experience learning in order to implement classroom curriculum to a real-life setting.

ENG 439/539:
Special Topics in the
Literature of a
Region, Culture, or
Place
____

ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY IN NEW
ORLEANS FICTION
This cross-listed course will study the
literaure that chronicles both the
harmonious and tempestuous
relationship between environmental
forces and the city of New Orleans. A

ES 410: Special
Topics in
Environmental
Studies
____

HNRS 409: Special
Topics
____

Tues. / Thurs. 9:3010:45
____

Comer Hall Room
306

part of the class is an optional field trip
scheduled for October 18-21 where
students will visit the sites where nature
and NOLA meet, but not always on
friendly terms.

DR. PAUL MAHAFFEY
mahaffey@montevallo.
edu
665-6420
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Summer 2018 Honors Courses
HNRS 309-101
POS 303/GSD 395

May Term
Gaming the Legislative Process
Dr. Eckleman
MTWRF 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM in Wills 215 CRN 50163

This course will explore the intricacies of the legislative process in the United States by immersing
students in both an online game as well as an in-class simulation. The course will primarily focus on the
institutional roles of the US House and US Senate, but we will spend some time on the Alabama House and
Alabama Senate as well. Students will learn about both the complexities of the process as well as ways that
the system can be gamed, so to speak.
HNRS 309-251
COMS 365

Summer II Honors Course – 3 Credit Hours
Family Communication
MTWRF 12:40 - 2:40 PM in Strong 113 CRN 50094
Prerequisite: COMS 101/ COMS 102

Dr. Wang

This course helps students gain an understanding of how communication functions to develop,
maintain, enrich, or limit family relationships and develop an understanding of functional families across a
wide range of structures and cultural backgrounds.

HNRS 309-052
ES 300/SWK 301
BIO 405

Summer Harvest
Drs. Wicknick and Tetloﬀ
MWF 12:40 - 4:40 in Harman 120 CRN 50095

This interdisciplinary course is designed to teach students about the basic issues of food insecurity, food
distribution, and food equality while actively addressing those issues by providing both assistance and
home-grown food to a local social service agency that seeks to reduce hunger in Shelby County. The course
will consist of labs* in the UM Organic Community Garden, lectures from course professors and guest
speakers, online content, working at a local food agency, and donation of fresh vegetables. (*This is not
considered a lab science course.)
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New Administrative Assistant

My family in
Multnomah Falls, OR

Model Arab League Spring 1993

Greetings! My name is Caralyn McDaniel, and I’m thrilled to be back in Hill House
working with the Honors Program. I was a student in the Honors Program here at UM
from 1990-1995. The learning experiences I had as an Honors student and the friendships
I built through this program remain some of the most significant of my life. Honors classes
not only helped me define my purpose and direction as a young adult, but also shaped my
understanding of the world through exposure to new ideas, world cultures, and varied art
forms.
After graduating from UM with a history degree, I went to graduate school for a Master of
Library and Information Science at the University of Alabama. I enjoyed an 18-year career in
public, medical, and K-12 school libraries. For many reasons, I became increasingly interested
in the complex issues, challenges, and opportunities that current college students find
themselves facing. In 2017, after serving internships here at Montevallo in Service Learning
and at UAB in Student Advocacy, Rights, and Conduct, I completed a Master of Education in
Student Aﬀairs in Higher Education from the University of West Alabama. I’m very excited
to begin my career working with higher education students back in the place where my own
journey began. I look forward to getting to know each of you!
In my free time, I enjoy reading, volunteering, traveling with my family, cooking/baking,
live music, and woodworking/home projects. Please feel free to drop by Hill House or contact
me at cmcdani1@montevallo.edu or 665-6501.
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HNRS 400: Golson Seminar Projects

PUBLIC
SPEAKING
BOOTCAMP

STUDENTS
VS
UM FACULTY AND
STAFF

VOLLEYBALL
T O U R N A M E N T

APRIL 17TH- MYRICK
6:00 PM

Make your own team of 6-10 of students,
or faculty and staff to compete! $10 per
team to compete
Come for a fun way to get physical activity!
Refreshments will be available!

Contact a member of the Exercise Science
Club to sign up
at ckrupa@forum.montevallo.edu
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Sponsered by the Exercise Science Club and the Honors Program
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Requirements to Stay Active in Honors
-Maintain at least a 3.2 overall GPA
-Take at least one Honors
course per academic year
You will be notified via campus e-mail at the end
of each semester if your status changes.

Theatre Tickets
We have 10 season tickets for each UM Theatre
production reserved for active Honors students.
First come, first serve.
Call the box oﬃce to reserve your tickets.
205-665-6200

Honors Administrative Assistant

Honors Program Director
Dr. Cathlena Martin

HONORS

Caralyn McDaniel

PROGRAM

instagram.com / umhonors

Hill House, Station 6501
Montevallo, AL 35115

facebook.com / HonorsUM

(205) 665 - 6501

twitter.com / UMHonors

honors@montevallo.edu
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