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Spring Recognition Luncheon

O

n April 19, 2017, Honors
students and faculty gathered
in the Montevallo Room of the
Anna Irvin Dining Hall to recognize
the achievements of students receiving
the Honors Diploma this spring —
Giselle Casadaban, Stuart Cekolin,
Virginia Hutchinson, Brinkley
Jones, Megan Liveoak, Michaela
Longenecker, Katherine Nally, Lauren
Pearson, Tori Sanders, Leah Swinford,
Colton Vandiver, Wesley Vaughn,
Abby Whitson and Mollie Wyatt — as
well as seniors who earned the Honors
Certificate, Abigail Betts and Anna
Dennis.

Also, Honors Program Director Dr.
Cathlena Martin presented Honors
History professor Dr. Clark Hultquist
with the Honors Faculty Award. Two
of Dr. Hultquist’s previous students,
Mallorie Currie and Paiton Lami,
spoke about his dedication and
positive influence at the luncheon.
One of Dr. Hultquist’s student
nominees wrote the following message
about him: “As a teacher he constantly
engages the class with thoughtful
discussion, and brilliant facts that
illuminate the mind to truths about
history. The reacting game that he uses
as a tool, is the most engaging teaching
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Part One..........................11-13
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Recognition.....................14-15
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Tori Sanders, Giselle Casadaban, Stuart Cekolin, Megan Liveoak,
Leah Swinford, Wesley Vaughn, and Mollie Wyatt
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Spring Recognition Luncheon

Drs. Cathlena Martin and Clark Hultquist

Stuart Cekolin, Megan Liveoak and Abigail Betts
tool I’ve ever been apart of. He also is a teacher that cares
about the well-being of his students.” This was the third
year that the Honors Program has given the Honors
Faculty Award.
Dr. Martin presented each recipient of the Honors
Diploma with a plaque and Honors cords to be worn at
graduation. These diplomas represented the 26 hours of
Honors credits that each student successfully completed to
finish the Program.
For the meal, attendees enjoyed chicken salad croissants,
pasta salad, home-made chips, tea, and brownies. Several
Honors faculty and comittee members — Mrs. Audrey
Crawford, Dr. Tiffany Wang, Dr. Tom Sanders, Dr. Alex
Beringer, Dr. Brendan Beal, and Dr. Susan Caplow —
also attended the luncheon to show their support for the
graduating Honors students.
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Savannah Willard and Dr. Tiffany Wang
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McNair Research Presentation Day

A

federally funded program, the McNair Scholars Program helps underepresented
undergraduates, such as first generation college students, at the University of Montevallo
prepare and present individual research projects with the guidance of a faculty mentor.

During this past summer, on June 29, 2017, several Honors students presented their research projects
at the McNair Research Presentation Day.

Dr. Scott Varagona and Ilyssa Overton

Haley Nichols and Rebekah Koen

Honors Student Research Presentations
“Motivation Level and
Community Involvement of
Militar y Students”
Rebekah Koen

“ The Cantor Set”
Illysa Overton
“Investigating the Impact of
Community Service on Student
Empathy”
Joyia Williams

“Sleep and Academic Success”
Haley Nichols

Dr. Gregory Samuels and Rebekah Koen

Haley Nichols and Joyia Williams
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Dr. Samuels at the NCHC Institute

D

the headquarters being the Birmingham Civil Rights
Institute, participants were able to engage with
speakers who had firsthand experience of injustices
during the Civil Rights Era in the Birmingham
area. Participants travelled to various landmarks
and historic sites throughout the city including
Kelly Ingram Park, 16th Street Baptist Church, Sloss
Furnaces, Fountain Heights, Railroad Park, and
Oak Hill Cemetery, as well as a VIP tour through
the Civil Rights Institute. Attendees were also
given the opportunity to travel to Montgomery to
explore the various landmarks at their own pace.
Participants engaged in ongoing discussion and
applied learning from literature to reflect on the
Civil Rights Movement and imagine future plans,
intentions, and aspirations to continue this work
at their given institutions. Additional pictures and
reflective narratives can be found on Instagram at
#nchccivilrights.

r. Gregory Samuels attended the National
Collegiate Honors Council Faculty Institute
titled, “Birmingham and Montgomery:
The Civil Rights Movement Reimagined” in March
2017. Through a theory and practice popularly
known as City as Text™, professors and directors of
Honors programs throughout the U.S. engaged in
multiple experiences from downtown Birmingham
to Montgomery. City as Text™ provides multiple
strategies of engagement for people to interact
with their environment. These strategies highlight
opportunities to facilitate and engage in: mapping,
observing, listening, and reflecting in almost
any given context. Dr. Samuels developed an
appreciation for the pedagogical approach and plans
to incorporate this experiential learning strategy in
his future Honors courses to promote engagement and
interactive learning.
The one week institute provided attendees the
opportunity to collaborate and learn together. With
Dr. Gregory Samuels stands with fellow Honors
faculty and a docent from The First White
House of the Confederacy in Montgomery, AL.

The faculty visited the Dexter Avenue Baptist King
Memorial Baptist Church. This church was pastored
by Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. (1954-60) and organized
the Montgomery Bus Boycott in his basement office.
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MHO President Haley Nichols

A

t the final MHO meeting of the Spring
2017 semester, Montevallo Honors
Organization members voted, electing
junior Haley Nichols as the new President.
A Biology major and Art minor,
Haley served as MHO Treasurer last year.
Throughout the 2015-2016 academic year, she
was a dedicated member of the student group
and helped with events such as Hell House
and Decompression Lounges during finals.
In additon to balancing Honors activities,
studies, and a demanding work schedule, Haley
also actively participates in the University of
Montevallo College Democrat group.

Fall 2017 Peer Mentor Program
Congratulations to this newest
group of Honors student leaders!
Kayla Baker
Ashlyn Bondurant
Tessa Burns
Donovan Cleckley
Jamie Haas
Rebekah Koen
Katherine Pearce
Oliver Smith
Abby Thornton

A

fter a competitive
selection process
this past spring, nine
Honors students were selected
as peer mentors for the 20172018 academic year. These
students welcomed freshman
Honors students to Montevallo
at the Honors Orientation in
August and will continue to
help new students transition
to the Honors community and
college life throughout the fall.
Incoming Honors students
first met their peer mentors
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at the Honors Orientation
and will continue to work
with them throughout the fall
semester in HNRS 100, the
freshman Honors Introductory
Experience course. In addition
to working with students in an
academic setting, the mentors
hold open office hours and will
also host activities and outings
with their mentor groups.
Past activities have included
holiday cookie baking sessions,
restaurants outings, and trips to
museums and local attractions.
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Spring MHO Events
Read Across America
March 9, 2017

Finals Decompression Lounge
April 28, 2017
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Honors Students in The Tower

T

he following Honors students
were featured in the in the 20162017 University of Montevallo
publication The Tower.

Annika Bastian

It has been the campus arts
magazine since 1932 and
is published by students
under the direction of
student editors.

“Guurrr”
Poem

Donovan Cleckley
“Christ Anther Mum”
Artwork

Georgia Toner
“Untitled”
Poem
“Guurrr” - by Annika Bastian

The Tower is the student
literary and arts magazine
here at the University of
Montevallo. It welcomes
creative works of all type
from students across
campus. 		

“Christ Anther Mum”
Donovan Cleckley

endorphins up–
You calm me down as easily as
Zoloft does
But with none of the side effects
Unless smiling too much counts as a
side effect.

The publication is
distributed free to
students, and students are
encouraged to apply for
staff positions.

Girl I love you hard.
Hard like a geometry test.
Girl
Hard like saying goodbye to a puppy
You and I are a weird pair
Hard like really old gummy worms
I love you a lot.
Because I can bust out a pan of
That’s what I’m trying to get at.
brownies
Get at like you got to me.
As easily as Michael Jackson can
I can clean a house cleaner than Mr. I love you girl
bust out a sick moonwalk
Clean himself
More than a whole pan of brownies
And you can clean out my mind
More than the sickest of moonwalks
And you can bust through my
cleaner than any antidepressant ever More than Netflix with no chill
anxiety even easier
could.
A whole lot more than running
because no one really likes running.
Every time you walk in and see me I talk to my therapist like a two year Love you more than a clean house
stress baking
old talks to their mom.
Cuz girl you’re my home now.
And say dang girl we having another Incessantly. And urgently.
Love you more than my therapist
Netflix marathon already
And you sometimes talk to me
Because you listen to my problems
like you’re my mom but never like
free of charge.
Then we stay up til two a.m. eating I’m a two year old or like I need a
Love you like a two year old
brownies and emptying out our
therapist.
Incessantly and with my whole
Netflix watch list
heart.
I have more coping mechanisms
Love you more than porcupines
And then you tell me this just means than a porcupine has pointy bits
And they’re my favorite animal
we’ll have to spend more time
But when you see me curling up
More than hugs
together
in a ball you hug me like I have
And they’re my favorite pastime
Going running so we can burn
absolutely no pointy bits.
What I’m trying to say is girl–
off these calories and get my
I love you.
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Travel Grant Awarded
Sara Perry: Dice Tower Convention
played my game were really helpful and gave me
a lot of good ideas to think about as I continue to
work on it. I came out of the experience feeling good
about myself as a designer, but also knowing that I
have a long way to go if I want to make a real impact
on the industry.
Along with my game feedback, I also made a lot
of really cool
professional
connections.
I got to meet
some of
the biggest
names in
the industry,
got career
advice from
some very
successful
professionals, and got to see up close and personal
what professional game design really looks like.
Overall, the experience was probably one of the
best I’ve had, and I’m really glad that I went. I’ve
already got my hotel booked for next year, and I’m
excited to go again!

by Sara Perry

I

n July I got to attend Dice Tower Con in Orlando,
Florida, and it was one of the best experiences
I’ve had. I was taking one of my game prototypes
there to test it with the other con-goers, and I got
a lot of good feedback, but the fun experiences I
had and the
professional
connections I
made are what
are the most
memorable to
me.
I had been
working on
this game
over the
past year, so
I was excited to take it to the con, but also really
nervous. This was going to be a huge convention
with experienced board gamers, so I was a little
intimidated about taking my work there. All of
my worrying was totally unnecessary, though, and
the trip turned out to be fantastic. The people that
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Travel Grant Awarded

Megan Liveoak: Southern Regional Honors Conference
and Southeastern Theatre Conference
by Megan Liveoak

T

he theme of the Southern Regional
Honors Conference was “Diving into
Diversity: Obligations and Opportunities in
Honors Education.” I saw this theme in the
variety of student panels. I attended several
student presentation panels; some of my favorite
presentations were “Wendy’s Story in J.M. Barrie’s
Peter Pan” by Jessica Hedrick of Murray State
University, “Black Girl Magic: The Impact of
Black Hermione on the Harry Potter Narrative,
and Fan Community” by Michelle Ramos of
Armstrong State University, “Entering the Mind
of Woyzeck Through Sound: A Psychoacoustic
Approach to the Overlooked Art of Sound Design
and Theatrical Composition” by Caleb S. Garner
of Catawba College, “Reinhold Niebuhr: The
Unaccredited Father of the Liberation Theology
Movement” by Rebecca Miller of UT Chattanooga,
“Seeking the Anatomy of the Soul: Researching
the Neuroscience and Philosophy of Spiritual
Experiences” by Shanti James of Southern Adventist
University, and “Dismantling the Patriarchy:
Embroidery as a Subversive Tool” by Anna Baker
of Birmingham-Southern College. During the art
and poster session of the conference I presented my
painting “I Pledge Allegiance.” It uses symbolism to
create a familiar, yet slightly “off ” setting. It draws

the viewer in and invites them to step back and
question what’s wrong. This leads to discussion
about the prominent place of the government in
the public school system while simultaneously
underfunding it, why we do certain things,
patriotism vs. nationalism, and indoctrination.
Overall I had a great experience and I would
recommend it to all honors students. Next year’s
conference will be in D.C. in April 2018.

Megan also attended the Southeastern Theatre Conference and had the following to say:

S

ETC is the largest regional theatre conference in the United States, it was amazing just how many
people were at this conference. It encompasses so many aspects of theatre: there were actors, directors,
carpenters, scenic painters, stage managers, and everything in between. People were there from high school,
college, and professional theatres. Some attractions were presentations, demonstrations, plays, and the job
fair. There were so many options it was overwhelming, and while I did not get to go to everything I wanted
to, I went to a scenic design panel, a presentation on ways to prepare unconventional materials for painting,
and Oskar Eustis’s keynote. Oskar Eustis is the Artistic Director of The Public Theatre, which was the
birthplace of both Hamilton and Fun Home. He spoke about the role of non-profit theatre in today’s society.
I also participated in the job fair and interviewed with ten different companies. This provided me with an
opportunity to practice professionalism in behavior and dress, gave me an incentive to create a compelling
résumé and work portfolio, and a chance to network.
9
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Honors Student Presentations at UR Day

T

his year marked the 20th anniversary
for Undergraduate Research at the
University of Montevallo. We had a record
number of Honors students present their work.

Oral Presentations
“Resource Misallocation in Turkey”
Hunter Huie
“Developing Smart Anti-Glycan
Reagants Using an Ancient
Immune System”
Nicholas Rivers
“Parental religion as a moderator in
the relationship between children’s
functional abilities and parental
depression”
Amy Wilson
“Facebook Use and its Implications
for Life Satisfaction and Social
Capital”
Morgan Alford
“The Relationship Between Attitude
of Parents and Competency of
Children With Down Syndrome in
Functional Activities”
Julia Burke
“The Fibonacci Sequence and
Literature”
Abigail Betts

“Alcohol Attitudes in Relation to
Personality, Depression, and Stress
in College Populations”
Sarah Cooley &
Virginia Hutchinson

“The Trope of Ownership in
Theories of African American
Education: From G. M. Elliot to TaNehisi Coates”
Lily Dickinson

“College Students’ Attitude Towards
Mental Health Treatments”
Emily Ferguson & Natalie Pugh

“‘I find that skinny and fat are more
like emotions than appearances’: A
study of disordered eating behavior
as seen on Instagram”
Brinkley Jones

“Analysis of Environmental Justice
Cases in Alabama”
Morgan Pennington
“To Grump or not to Grump: The
Rising Popularity of Let’s Plays on
YouTube”
Mollie Wyatt

“The Harlequin Writing Process:
Insiders, Ousiders, and Differences”
“Stigmatized, Electrified
Masquerade: Gay Life, Queer
Invisibility, Pride Charade”
Donovan Cleckley

Poster Presentations
“A Qualitative Examination of Barriers
and Facilitators of a Community Lifestyle
Intervention to Reduce Heart Diesease in
Rural African Americans”
Michaela Longenecker
“Transitioning from Analog Games to Digital”
Sara Perry
“The Metallation and Characterization of
Tetrakis(4-carboxyphenyl)porphyrin”
Brian Kirkwood
10
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Peer Mentor Spotlights: Part One

							 Tessa Burns

Sophomore Elementary Education Major with a Minor in Special Ed 		
		
			
Chatanooga, TN
1. What activities are you involved with at the University of
Montevallo?
I’m involved with the BCM and volunteer for Big Brothers Big Sisters.
2. What advice do you have for the first-year students in the Honors
Program?
Don’t be afraid to ask questions and take advantage of the resources on
campus. You have people in various centers on campus as well as your
professors who are here to help you. People at Montevallo want you to
succeed.
3. What aspect of the Honors Program have you most appreciated?
I appreciate the sense of community with the Honors Program.
4. What is your favorite, book, movie, and/or band?
My favorite book is Redeeming Love. My favorite artist (close to a band) is
Jon Bellion.
5. What is your favorite spot on the University of Montevallo campus?
My favorite spot is Hill House. I spent so much time there my freshman year. I would have movie nights, go
there to cook, and do homework when the library was closed.
6. What are your post-graduation plans?
I plan to get into a teaching job and get my graduate degree while I’m teaching. I would like to get it in Deaf Ed.
7. What might someone be surprised to know about you?
Some people are surprised when I thell them I am a vegetarian.

Jamie Haas

Junior Communications Major with a Minor in PR & Journalism
Enterprise, AL
1. What activities are you involved with at the University of
Montevallo?
Orientation leader, The Alabamian, SGA, Purple Side
2. What advice do you have for the first-year students in the Honors
Program?
Take it easy and don’t over do it with extracurriculars your first year.
3. What aspect of the Honors Program have you most appreciated?
Even smaller class sizes in an already small school.
4. What is your favorite, book, movie, and/or band?
Is it cliché to say Harry Potter? Because it’s Harry Potter.
5. What is your favorite spot on the University of Montevallo
campus?
University lake because it’s the best place to stargaze.
6. What are your post-graduation plans?
Law school maybe? To be determined.
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Peer Mentor Spotlights: Part One
Donovan Cleckley

Junior English and Interdisciplinary Studies Major
Clanton, AL
1. What activities are you involved with at the University of		
Montevallo?
My activities at the University of Montevallo include University
Chorus, Montevallo Honors Organization (MHO), and Sigma Tau
Delta.
2. What advice do you have for the first-year students in the
Honors Program?
Always take advantage of opportunities to ask professors questions
and speak to them if you need help understanding course material.
Being present in a course does not always mean being engaged, so it
is important to clarify any confusion and truly gain knowledge about
the course content and lectures.

3. What aspect of the Honors Program have you most appreciated?
From my experience in the Honors Program, I love how each Honors course has been a collaborative
experience for the students because, in the workforce for any job, being able to critically think and
work through problems with other people is vital to success. To me, that makes the Honors experience
priceless, as I gain relevant skills while still having fun in diverse and engaging courses.
4. What is your favorite, book, movie, and/or band?
Kate Chopin’s The Awakening is my favorite book because I often feel as if my wings are too weak to
overcome the roughest winds, but then I carry on until I brave the storms. While the trials of existence
sometimes overwhelm the individual, given that Chopin’s book ends with Edna Pontellier’s suicide, it is
all the more beautiful when the individual overwhelms the trials of existence.
5. What is your favoirte spot on the University of Montevallo campus?
Eclipse, by far, was my favorite place to be when I had free time or whenever I needed to sit and edit or
annotate a piece of short writing that could easily be edited or annotated while I munched on a tuna
melt, ate hummus and pita chips, and sipped Coca-Cola. Even if it recently closed, Eclipse remains my
favorite place.
6. What are your post-graduation plans?
I will finish my undergraduate studies at the University of Montevallo for a B.A. in English and
Cultural and Critical Studies (Interdisciplinary Studies). Then, I want to pursue an M.A. in Rhetoric
and a PhD in Composition and Rhetoric because my dream is to be a professor of rhetoric and
composition. I also would love to be a published writer someday, but I will continue refining my
writing processes until then.
7. What might someone be surprised to know about you?
I love writing songs and playing the ukulele and guitar in my free time because playing instruments
and singing both help me feel relaxed and liberated.
12
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Peer Mentor Spotlights: Part One

				 			 Kayla Baker
					

Sophomore Elementary Education Major 		
Opp, AL

		

1. What activities are you involved with at the University of
Montevallo?
BCM, Chi Omega, Honors Program
2. What advice do you have for the first-year students in the Honors
Program?
Smile, relax, and be nice to everyone.
3. What aspect of the Honors Program have you most appreciated?
Meeting new people and making friends. This is a great part of the
Honors Program, because it’s an easy way to be introduced to new people.
4. What is your favorite, book, movie, and/or band?
Book - The One Thing - by Gary Keller
5. What is your favorite spot on the University of Montevallo campus?
Hill House because it’s a great place to hang out with your friends.
6. What are your post-graduation plans?
After graduation, I will become an elementary school teacher and will be starting to build a business.
7. What might someone be surprised to know about you?
I love lists, calendars, and reminders from my phone.

Rebekah Koen

Junor Social Work Major with a Minor in Psychology
Birmingham, AL

1. What activities are you involved with at the University of 			
Montevallo?									
SGA, Orientation leader, UPC, Justice Council, TRIO Aspire, McNair, 		
Falcon Scholars in Action
2. What advice do you have for the first-year students in the Honors
Program?
Go to campus events! It’s a great way to meet new people, and you’ll 		
never get bored.
3. What aspect of the Honors Program have you most appreciated?
Hill House. Once you get settled in your room, soon you forget what 		
it’s like to not feel homesick. Hill House is a quick fix to get used to being		
somewhere new without compromising your new found independence.
4. What is your favorite, book, movie, and/or band?
Harry Potter (all of them), Prince of Egypt, Paramore
5. What is your favorite spot on the University of Montevallo campus?
Hill House because I love to cook and it’s very fulfilling to play around in a full kitchen.
6. What are your post-graduation plans?
Grad school (Hopefully L.A. bound!)
7. What might someone be surprised to know about you?
I love to argue for some strange reason, and even if I agree with you I might pretend that I don’t just to shake
things up.
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UM Departmental Recognition
2017 Biology/Chemistry/Mathematics Awards
Claycee Alston
Chemistry Department Endowment
Alex Coleman
The Higdon Burns Pre-Medicine Scholarship
Hannah Dempsey
The Dr. Jan Eagles Biology Scholarship
Olivia Eldridge
The Chemistry Award
The Viability Scholarship in Chemistry
Nicolette Fiessinger
The Dr. Jan Eagles Biology Scholarship
Ashton Irvin
Kappa Mu Epsilon Mathematics Honor Society
The Majorie Murdock Mathematics Scholarship
Vandy Myers
Kappa Mu Epsilon Mathematics Honor Society
The Majorie Murdock Mathematics Scholarship
The Joseph M. Cardone Scholarship in Mathematics
Illyssa Overton
The Majorie Murdock Mathematics Scholarship
The Rebecca Suzanne Norrell Garza Scholarship

Dr. Michael Sterner and Vandy Myers
Reanna Pipes
The Viability Scholarship in Mathematics
Spencer Seiler
The Viability Scholarship in Mathematics
Jillian Sharpe
The Viability Scholarship in Chemistry
Rachael Smith
The Viability Scholarship in Chemistry
Nicole Stratton
The Dr. Leslie Hubbard Pre-Med Scholarship
The Dr. Jan Eagles Biology Scholarship
Tayla Thompson
The Chemistry Award
Abbey Thornton
The Chemistry Award
The Viability Scholarship in Chemistry

Mrs. Erin Limerick, Dr. Brett Noerager,
and Nicole Stratton

Madeline Young
The Viability Scholarship in Mathematics
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UM Departmental Recognition
2017 College of Business Awards

2017 English Awards

Katherine Nally
Donovan Cleckley
The Alabama Society of Cerified Public Accountants The Melba Griffin Scholarship
Award								
Erica Lewis
Cox Scholarship for Outstanding Achievement in
2017 Behavioral and Social
English

Sciences Awards

2017 Communication Awards

Julia Burke
The Drs. Jim and Judy Rogers Endowed Scholarship in Giselle Casadaban
Psychology							
Leadership Award in Communication Studies
				
Sarah Cooley				
Brinkley Jones
The Irene Staik Award for Undergraduate
Civic Engagement and Community Service Award in
Research Excellence
Communication Studies
Emily Ferguson
The John W. Burling Academic Achievement Award
Molly Green
Deborah D. and William F. Denson III Scholarship
Virginia Hutchinson
The Irene Staik Award for Undergraduate
Research Excellence
Mary Light
Deborah D. and William F. Denson III Scholarship
Morgan Pennington
AAUW Hallie Farmer Legacy Scholarship
Natalie Pugh
The B. F. Skinner Successive Approximations Award in
Psychology
Zoe Scott
Deborah D. and William F. Denson III Scholarship

2017 Music Awards
Laura Thomas
Theodore Presser Foundation Award

Dr. Sally Hardig and Brinkley Jones

2017 Art Awards
Maggie Jobe
The Excellence in Printmaking Award
Erica Lewis
The Madge Taylor Sims Scholarship
Juried Foundation, 2nd Place					
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Theatre Tickets
We have 10 season tickets for each UM Theatre
production reserved for active Honors students.
First come, first serve.
Call the box office to reserve your tickets.
205-665-6200

HONORS
PROGRAM

Hill House, Station 6501
Montevallo, AL 35115

Honors Program Director
Dr. Cathlena Martin
&
Administrative Assistant
Ms. Kendal Stine

Requirements to Stay Active in Honors
-Maintain at least a 3.2 overall GPA
-Take at least one Honors course per academic year
You will be notified via campus e-mail at the end
of each semester if your status changes.

instagram.com / umhonors

snapchat.com / umhonors

facebook.com / HonorsUM

(205) 665 - 6501

twitter.com / UMHonors

honors@montevallo.edu
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