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Congratulations to our 2014 Honors Sophomore Certificate
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Honors Tip:
Don’t forget to stay active: Maintain a
3.2 GPA and take at least 1 Honors
course within a year to remain in good
standing. If you are unsure of your
standing, e-mail us!

Honors Diploma Recipients:
Hannah Gentry, Allison Golden, John “Caleb”
Hagan, Christopher Hightower, Ashley Knowles,
Brent Mauldin, Mary Kate McLaurine, Susan
Sabia, and Katie Saunders.

Sophomore Certificate Recipients:
Sabrina Abrego, Allyson Adams, Jacob Bobst,
Kaylen Bradberry, Cori Clark, Jessica Clark,
Lydia Clements, Ashley Gray, Jessica Harrison,
Kayela Hill, Christopher Holder, Shelby Jay,
Katherine Mealer, Krista Metzler, Mallory
Mitchell, Cassie Popwell, James Powers, Jacob
Robertson, Liza Schweiterman, Mary Sebastian,
Samuel Shuskey, Nandi Stokely, Christopher Reed
Strength, Noelle Vines, Camille Weeks, Anna
Williams, and Katie Saunders.
Certificates will be awarded on April 23rd at the
Honors Program Recognition Luncheon.
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Upcoming events:

Puzzle
Party

HS Scholars
Day

Honors
Recognition
Luncheon

Accepted
Student
Reception
Commencement

Honors Students as SGA Officers
Honors Tip:
E-mail
Honors@monteval
lo.edu if you wish
to have an update
of what your
standing is within
the Honors
Program. Stay on
track!

Congratulations go out to the active Honors Students that
received positions in the 2014 SGA Spring Election!
Junior Senators:

Taylor Teems
Sophomore Senators:

Anna Dennis,
Marc Tucci

Arts and Sciences
Senators:

Morgan Heumann,
Racheal Ward
Adult Returning Senator:

Emily Pennington
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Students from National Parks
Course Visit Horseshoe Bend
National Military Park
By: University of Political Science Program (fb)
On Saturday, April 5, students from the
University of Montevallo National Parks class
(HNRS 309) visited Alabama's Horseshoe Bend
National Military Park, almost exactly 200 years
after General Andrew Jackson led over 2,000
men from the Tennessee militia and Thirty-ninth
U.S. Infantry, plus 600 Cherokee and Lower
Creek allies, against 1,000 Red Sticks (Upper
Creeks who resisted the U.S. "civilization"
program). Jackson's men were triumphant,
killing some 800 Red Sticks. The Battle of
Horseshoe Bend ended the Creek Indian War,

and the peace treaty ceded 23 million acres
of Creek land to the United States, which
became three-fifths of Alabama and onefifth of Georgia. Nine months later, Andrew
Jackson's force defeated the British at the
Battle of New Orleans, the last major battle
of the War of 1812. Jackson's military
victories helped to catapult him to the
presidency two decades later. Horseshoe
Bend is one of numerous historic sites
administered by the National Park Service.
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Undergraduate Research Day
Some of our very own Honors Students
presented at the 2014 Undergraduate
Research Day. We interviewed Melanie Berry,
Perrin Windham, and Rebecca Leach about
their undergraduate research experiences and
about their presentations. Here is what they
had to say:

Melanie Berry, under the faculty
advisement of Dr. Rosa Stoops, presented on
“Equals and Opposites: Brotherhood and
Doppelgangers in ‘La Chanson de Roland.’”
1. What inspired you to conduct undergraduate research? I love analyzing literature
and finding what arguments the text presents
that I really identify with, as well as discovering other research about the text. My research
explored the concept of the literary doppelganger and how it was used in the ancient French epic,
La Chanson de Roland. I had no idea that I could potentially presenting my findings at UR day
until I was encouraged to submit my paper by my professor and faculty advisor, Dr. Stoops.
2. What were the benefits of undergraduate research? I'm a little ashamed to say this as a junior,
but I had never been to an Undergrad Research Day before because I always had classes that
conflicted. Since I was presenting, I stayed the whole day and really got to see the variety of
research going on. I loved seeing the research my friends from other departments were
doing. Probably my favorite part of the day was seeing the similar passion that people had for
such interesting and differing projects that involved everything from breast cancer research to
public opinions on cannibals!

Perrin Windham, under the faculty advisement of Dr. Heather Tinsley, presented a
poster on “The Significance of PKGIB in cGMP Induced Death of Breast Cancer Cells.”
1. What inspired you to conduct undergraduate research? I have always been interested in
learning about cancer and when I got into the McNair Scholars Program, I saw my chance to
conduct research dealing with cancer.
2. What were the benefits of undergraduate research? Taking part in undergraduate research has
opened doors to many other opportunities and I've also built a great working relationship with
my mentor.
(both photos obtained via facebook)
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Rebecca Leach, under the faculty advisement of Dr. Tiffany Wang and Dr. Sherry
Ford , presented on “Academic Advisee Motivation and Demotivation to Pursue Out-of-Class
Communication With the Academic Advisor.”
1. What inspired you to conduct undergraduate research? The COMS Department constantly
seeks to provide tailor-made opportunities to its students. Dr. Ford and Dr. Wang suggested to
me that I might be interested in undergraduate research, given my love for writing and reading. I
was excited to be able to work closely with two of my
professors in a non-traditional classroom setting.
2. What were the benefits of undergraduate research? Undergraduate research makes you a
competitive applicant for graduate school, but not just because it's another line on your
resume—it helps you find your passion in a broad discipline. With that knowledge, I can have a
better idea of how my original research could
be beneficial to others in society.
3. Does your undergraduate research have
any connection with an Honors class or an
Honors experience or an Honors thesis? I
believe the spirit of the Honors Program and
undergraduate research are closely related.
Both emphasize critical thinking that occurs
"outside the box" as well as the dedication
needed to achieve one's goals.

The Honors Program fully supports Undergraduate Research, and we hope
you will consider conducting research in the future! You could even turn your
Undergraduate Research into an Honors Thesis, like Allyson Adams did.
Allyson presented her work “An Assessment of Personality Patterns in Psychology Majors:
Correlates and Differences as a Function of Major” as part of Undergraduate research AND in
an informational session “What is an Honors Thesis?”
She describes her project as follows: “Data was collected from undergraduate students at UM in
the hopes of finding personality correlates between majors, especially psychology majors. While
it seems probable that Psychology majors are drawn, in part, to their major due to predictable
constellations of personality traits, little research has directly assessed what these patterns may
be. Greater understanding of how psychology majors may differ from others could become a
useful tool in helping guide students when they are contemplating choosing a career in
psychology. The present study assesses a variety of demographic variables as well as tendencies
toward depression, anxiety, familial dynamics, self-consciousness, and attitudes toward
psychology as a field.”
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P r e s i d e n t ,
P r e s i d e n t !

Acting as the first President of the Montevallo Honors Organization under Dr. Martin's wing
was, admittedly, a blast. Although the core group of contributors contained just a few dedicated
people, I feel we solidified the purpose of the organization as envisioned by the crew under the
leadership of the previous President, Lindsay Hodgens. Despite a late start in the fall, we firmly
established Hell House as the finest Halloween soiree on campus and brainstormed ideas for
potential spring events. The GRC Fun Night in January was probably our best yet, pushing the
limits of both the collegiate- and elementary-level creativity! Finally, we confirmed Dr. Patton is
not the easiest person to outsmart. Maybe the third year will be the charm?
As I leave my term in office, I would like to ask ALL Honors students to consider greater future
participation in the one student organization dedicated solely to you. Not only does this program
offer more chances for those precious volunteer hours, but it also creates more chances for
friendships. My past four years in MHO have fostered a series of bonds crossing a wide variety
of interests and majors that would have been otherwise dismissed once we left the Gen Ed
classrooms. Take advantage of this incredibly opportunity!
Congratulations to Stuart Cekolin for stepping into the limelight for next year's
President. I am looking forward to a fantastic year under her reign! Check back in August to see
what other officer positions are open.
Best Wishes,

Susan Sabia
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The Language of Comics Exhibit
About the Exhibit: “The Language of Comics” was a gallery exhibit devoted to the history and
storytelling methods of comics and graphic narratives. This year’s exhibit features 11 masters of
comics including Alison Bechdel, Herge, George Herriman, Stan Lee, Winsor McCay, Frank
Miller, Hayao Miyazaki, Art Spielgelman, Rodolph Topffer, Chris Ware, and Bill Watterson.
The exhibit was put on by students in Dr. Alex Beringer’s Honors English 234: “Introduction to
Graphic Narratives.” Over 100 students and faculty signed the guest book at the opening
reception for the exhibit sponsored by the Honors Program. A poster honoring the exhibit will
be added to Hill House in commemoration of the great projects created in Honors classes.
Creators and Curators: Autumn Acton, Emmit Ashford, Abby Betts, Katie Bradner, Giselle
Casadaban, Sara Clancy, Zach Clifton, Adrienne Dauma, Anna Dennis, Evan Dixon, Paige
Dixon, Patrick Glenn, Michaela Graber, Natalie Hoffman, Hunter Huie, Stephen Ingram, Karis
Kenders, Alex Kilpatrick, A.J. Lindner, Bree Little, Krista Metzler, Katelynn Mitchell,
Katherine Nally, Jonathan Oprandy, Emily Pennington, Nick Rivers, Jacob Robertson, Liza
Schwieterman, Callie Stern Reed Strength, Leah Swinford, Cheyenne Thompson, Riky
Umstead, Camille Weeks, Dawson Williams, and Carly Zywno.
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Peer Mentorship Program
Want to help mentor the incoming Honors Freshman?
The Honors Program is starting a Peer Mentor program for Fall 2014.
A position as peer mentor will require the following:
 A Peer Mentor must be available to move in a day early, from 1-3pm on Thursday, August
21, 2014, and be willing to dedicate the rest of that day as an orientation leader for the
incoming Honors freshman.
 A Peer Mentor must complete a short one-time Peer Mentor workshop with Dr. Tiffany
Wang that will be scheduled early next fall.
 A Peer Mentor must be willing to meet with around 10 incoming Honors freshman at least
once per month for both the Fall and Spring semesters. This can be individually or as a group.
 A Peer Mentor needs to be available as a contact and go-to for around 10 incoming Honors
freshman as the need arises (within reason).
If you are interested, please email a short statement of purpose regarding why you want to be a
peer mentor to Honors@montevallo.edu with “Peer Mentor” as the subject line. Watch your inbox for more information regarding the deadline and compensation for being a Peer Mentor.
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s

R e b e c c a

“ B e c k y ”
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Several Honors Students were inducted into the National Society of Leadership and Success this
semester. We congratulate you for not only being in the Honors Program, but also going above
and beyond in your commitment to leadership and service.
Congratulations to the President of NSLS, Laura Beth Askelson, who is also an
active Honors student, for being the Founding President of NSLS and starting the UM chapter.
She put in a lot of hard work to make this happen, along with the rest of her Officer Executive
Board, which features other Honors Students, including MHO Secretary, Rachel

Anderson, who is the Society Events Chair for NSLS.
For more information regarding NSLS, please e-mail NSLS@montevallo.edu or visit
http://www.societyleadership.org/
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Follow Us on Twitter:
UM Honors Program@UMHonors
Follow Us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/HonorsUM

Honors Program
Hill House, Station 6501
Montevallo, AL 35115
Phone: 205-665-6501
E-mail: honors@montevallo.edu
Honors Director: Dr. Cathlena Martin
Honors Administrative Assistant:
Mrs. Marie Owens
Honors Graduate Assistant:
Mrs. Emily Burkett

Changes to the Honors Program
Some changes have been made to the Honors Program
that we wish to inform you about!
1) The “Sophomore Certificate” is now called the Honors Certificate. There is no time limit on when
you can achieve this; therefore, those students who take 18 Honors credits, but not the full 26, will
still get recognition for their achievements. These will be awarded each Fall.
2) The Honors Diploma still needs 26 Honors credit hours, but there is no exact hour count split
between GE Honors courses or upper level courses. The only required course in those hours is the
Golson Seminar, which is 1 Credit Hour and ONLY taught in the Fall. The Honors Diploma’s will
be awarded in the Spring.

Make sure to check in with Honors@montevallo.edu if you wish to review
where you are in the program.

