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U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  M O N T E V A L L O  

On November 9, 2015, Honors students gathered in the Montevallo Room for the 

Fall Honors Recognition Luncheon, where Dr. Cathlena Martin presented the 

Honors awards. After accepting her Honors Program Diploma, Becky Leach, 

spoke about appreciating the diverse interests of the Honors student community. 

Honors Recognition Luncheon 

Honors Diploma Recipients 

Becky Leach 

Heather Calvert 
 

Honors Certificate Recipients 

Katie Bradner, Heather Calvert, Giselle  

Casadaban, Stuart Cekolin, Zachary Clifton, 

Rebecca Davis, Cathryn Denard, Gabrielle 

Gannon, Morgan Gothard, Erin Hall, Hayley 

Hand, Kirsten Hill, Virginia Hutchinson,  

Maggie Jobe, A.J. Linder, Marguerite Bree Little, Megan Liveoak, 

Michaela Longenecker, Patricia McMullen, 

Katherine Nally, Travis Cole Pevey,  

Elizabeth Rhinehart, Lauren Roland,  

Johnathan Scofield, Sarah Sizemore, Colton 

Vandiver, Elizabeth Vaughn, Candace Ward, 

Karis Watts, Jesse Wells, Abby Whitson, 

Joyia Williams, and Mollie Wyatt 
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Honors Workshops  

 On November 16, Mr. Dusty 

Folds led a workshop in which 

he examined ways to conduct 

quick research, to evaluate 

sources, to curate resources, and 

to use new software available to 

Montevallo students.  

 While you might think that 

“research” is only a necessity of 

college coursework, the truth is 

that the ability to research  

effectively is essential through-

out many aspects of life.  
Upcoming Spring Workshops 

 

February 1, 2016 

Dr. Joseph Sargent 

Is Graduate School Right for Me? 

 

March 14, 2016 

Dr. Heather Tinsley 

Undergraduate Research 

 

April 11, 2016 

Dr. Tom Sanders 

Atlas Shrugged! –  

Career Implications for the  

21st Century 



HNRS 308: 

Hogwarts and Higher Education 
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Harry Potter  

Themed Snacks 

Professors Dumbledore and McGonagall 

Dr. Glee Whitsett as Rowena 

Ravenclaw 

Lily Elmore 

This course places J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter phenomenon into a 

21st century social, cultural and educational context. Key course 

themes this term have included citizenship education, prejudice and 

intolerance in the classroom, the peer group and the reassurance of the 

academic Hogwarts routine. 
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Golson Seminar Projects 

Eco-Trail Restoration 

  

On the crisp, Saturday morning of October 24, the Eco-Trail Restoration Group, which  

includes Anna Dennis, Elana Golding, Hayley Hand, Brinkley Jones, AJ Lindner, Emme 

Long, Liza Schwieterman, and Brooke Warren, from the Golson Seminar Honors Capstone 

class began their efforts to revitalize the area surrounding Montevallo’s picturesque College 

Lake. Fellow environmental enthusiasts and honor students, joined with an eager team of 

ducks, aided the group in accomplishing their project objectives. These included: restoring 

all informational signs in the area, removing waste from the grounds and lake, employing  

ecological succession management to allow for more access to the lake itself, and creating a 

pamphlet for guidance for future use on the trail. However, the entirety of the endeavor is 

far from over. In partnering with the Montevallo Green Fund, the Montevallo Environmen-

tal Club, and the Montevallo Physical Plant, a steady stream of the informational pamphlets 

will be deposited for years to come and will be housed in an additional repository at the end 

of the trail.  

                

      By Emme Long  
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Destination Imagination 

Hosted by Honors students Adrienne Dauma, 

Michaela Longnecker, Tori Sanders, and 

Mollie Wyatt, this event was directed towards 

the campus athletes and emphasized working 

well together in teams and creative problem 

solving within a time limit. 
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First Amendment  

This event was a collaboration between the Department of Communica-
tion, The College of  Fine Arts, and the Honors Program. Participants  

temporarily signed away their first amendment rights for a plate of free 
food while a “Goon Squad” roamed the premises to enforce an anti-free 
speech agenda. At the conclusion of the event, philosophy professor Dr. 

Patton and history professor Dr. Barone spoke on free speech. 
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Peer Mentor Event:  Baking Day 

On October 24, Honors Peer  

Mentors Savannah Pratt and Nicole 

Stratton hosted a Halloween baking 

event in the Hill House kitchen. 
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 Honors General Education 
 

HIST 104   History of World Civilizations II           Dr. Barone 

HIST 104-001  MWF 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM in Hill House Classroom CRN 10202 

HIST 104-002   MWF 11:00 AM - 11:50 AM in Hill House Classroom CRN 10203 

 

COMS 102    Foundations of Oral Communication          Dr. Wang 

COMS 102-001   MWF 11:00 AM - 11:50 AM in Reynolds 114 CRN 10947   

 

ENG 104   Composition II                       Dr. Mahaffey 

ENG 104-001   MWF 9:00 AM - 9:50 AM in Comer 306 CRN 10397   

  

ENG 234   Global Literature II            Dr. Beringer 
ENG 234-001   TR 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM in Comer 308 CRN 10448 

ENG 234-002  TR 3:30 PM - 4:45 PM in Comer 208 CRN 11558 

  

PHIL 221    Ethics                    Dr. Patton 
PHIL 221-001   MW 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM in Comer 308 CRN 11267 

 

MUS 122   Invitation to Listening             Dr. Landers 

MUS 122-001   TR 12:30 PM - 1:45 PM in Davis 215 CRN 11585 

 

Honors 300/400 – 3 Credit Hours 
 

HNRS 300-701 Critical Cultures and Contemporary Thought       Dr. Beasley 

W 5:00 PM - 7:30 PM in Hill House Classroom CRN 11654 

 This course examines the relationship of culture to contemporary politics and social issues. It 

introduces the study of struggles to acquire, maintain, or resist power and gives particular attention to 

the role of culture plays in reproducing and contesting social divisions of class, race, gender, and 

sexuality. The objectives of the course are to increase understanding about people different from 

ourselves; to uncover the patterns by which we represent members of other cultures and discern the 

ethical cultural groups; to identify and overcome obstacles to inter-cultural/cross-cultural 

communication; and to understand the historical development and nature of various contexts of critical 

theory/cultural studies.   

 

HNRS 309-001 Mathematics of Chess  (MATH 295/GSD 295)  Dr. Varagona  

TR 9:30 AM - 10:45 AM in Harman 221 CRN 11650 

This course examines the relationship between chess and various topics in mathematics. After 

learning the rules of chess and basic chess theory, students will learn about famous chess problems 

(such as knight’s tour problems, the eight queens problem, and other logic puzzles involving chess), 

many of which may be understood as “math problems in disguise.” Students will see how to use various 

ideas in mathematics, especially from the branch of mathematics known as Graph Theory, to study and 

solve these chess problems. Along the way, students will be introduced to some of the rich history and 

famous personalities of both mathematics and chess. 

Prerequisite: C or better in MATH 144 or higher 

Spring 2016 Course Offerings 
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HNRS 309-002 Marketing Meets Microbiology    Dr. Mellon & Dr. Sestero 

ES 300                     

BIO 405 

MK 455   

MW 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM in Hill House Classroom CRN 11653 

This is a team-taught, interdisciplinary course focusing on environmental issues involving 

marketing and microbiology. It introduces business and biology majors and non-majors to the topic. 

This course is designed to apply learned principles to the study of certain environmental issues. It 

introduces students to the concepts, theories, and methods used in analysis of environmental concerns. 

The course examines the impact of marketing in the public perception of microbes in health, business, 

and environmental contexts. The objective is to provide students with an ability to think about pressing 

issues and possible solutions in this field. 

 

 

HNRS 309-003 Life in the Universe              Dr. Hope  

MWF 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM in Harman 232 CRN 11657 

“Are we alone in the universe?” this is a question that has plagued mankind from the time 

when we could first ponder the points of light that we saw in the night’s sky. To attempt to answer this 

question we will first ask what we think is important for life to exist and how frequently those 

conditions arise in our own galaxy. If that life is out there how can we find evidence of their existence 

either directly or indirectly? How would we communicate with life that might be out there and how 

would we know if they have been trying to communicate with us? If there isn’t life out there then what 

happened? Did it never exist or did it appear, rise and collapse all before we ever came to be? These 

are the questions we will look at trying to answer during this course. 

Prerequisite: Math 131 or equivalent 

 

 

HNRS 309-005 National Parks and Public Lands   Dr. Turner 
TR 12:30 PM - 1:45 PM in UMOM 309 CRN 11538  

This course explores the politics of national parks and other publicly managed lands as 

resources that demonstrate trade-offs among multiple interests and values, including nature 

conservation, public recreation, and resource exploitation. 

 

 

HNRS 409  Global Capitalism & the Environment  Dr. Hultquist & Dr. Sanders 

ES 401                    

HIST 411/511     

MG 460/560       

M 5:00 PM - 7:30 PM in UMOM 309 CRN 11571      

This course will provide an overview of the development of the world economic system we 

label as “capitalism” from the Medieval period until contemporary times. While our focus shall often 

be upon the business firm we shall also pay attention to other factors: economic history, social and 

cultural history, the role of entrepreneurs and that of workers, the rise of consumer culture and 

advertising, and that of government-business relations, and particularly the impact of the rise of 

capitalism on the ecological environment. Our course begins with Europe but we shall also consider 

the increasing web of global connectedness by discussing the Americas, Japan, and China. 

Prerequisite: HIST 101 and HIST 102 
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Honors 300/400 – 1 Credit Hour 

 

HNRS 308-001  Social Justice Education              Dr. Samuels 
R 11:00 PM - 11:50 PM in Hill House Classroom CRN 11570 

This course will explore theories and practices of social justice in schools and communities in 

national and global context. Students will explore basic and complex characteristics of the framework of 

social justice, as well as practical application in society. Additional features of the course include the 

basic ideas behind a social justice education in schools, controversial issues surrounding the theory and 

application, case study analyses of educators who implement this approach in the elementary and sec-

ondary classrooms, and ideas for social justice advocacy for all citizens of society. All majors and con-

centrations are welcome and will find this useful to gain a background in social justice education and 

exercise critical thinking skills. 

Summer I 2016 Course Offerings 

 

Honors  – 3 Credit Hours 
 

HNRS 309-001  Family Communication                                        Dr. Wang 

COMS 365 

MTWRF Reynolds 114 CRN 50296  

This course helps students gain an understanding of how communication functions to develop, 

maintain, enrich, or limit family relationships and develop an understanding of functional families 

across a wide range of structures and cultural backgrounds. 

Prerequisite: COMS 101 and COMS 102 

 

HNRS 309-002 Environmental Law and Policy           Mr. Hudson  

ES 310 

MG 460 

POS 303 

MWF Online CRN 50325 

In this course we will discuss the origins of environmental law and policy—arising largely out of 

local property laws passed down from British “common law” traditions—and how it has continued to 

transition and expand into the national and international realms. The first course module will be spent 

largely on the local aspects of environmental law and policy, the second module largely on the national 

aspects and the third module largely on the international aspects. We will explore these topics by read-

ing legal cases decided by courts, legal and policy analyses written by academic scholars, multimedia 

presentations, and a variety of other materials that shed light on the inner workings of environmental 

and natural resources policy. 
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Montevallo Honors Organization 
 

On  October 29th, the Montevallo Honors Organiza-

tion hosted its biggest event of the term, Hell House, 

a Halloween party open to all Montevallo students.  

Attendees included Madeline, Pikachu, the ghost of 

Edgar Allan Poe, the Devil’s Advocate’s Advocate, 

a Roman gladiator, a mime, Olaf, and many other 

ghoulish creatures and characters. 

MHO’s Dr. Patton vs. The World 

On November 5th, Dr. Michael Patton competed in a scholarly battle of wit and ego—against teams 

comprised of up to four members. While Dr. Patton may have indeed “punch[ed] the planet...with his 

BRAIN…,” Team “V”— a group comprised of one student, Dr. Benton Tyler, Dr. Scott Varagona, 

and Dr. Stefan Forrester—ultimately dethroned the reigning Trivia King. MHO’s President, Colton 

Vandiver, emceed this event.    

MHO meets Mondays  

from 4:30-5:30pm  

in the Ramsay classroom. 

Upcoming MHO 

Events 
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Concert Choir 

 

Justice Allen 

Logan Anthony 

Lauren Brown 

Laura Thomas 

 

University Chorus 

 

Donovan Cleckley 

Honors Program Alumni 

The University of South Alabama awarded 

Honors alumna Perrin Windham, UM class of 

2015, a scholarship. Perrin started her medical 

school training this past August. 

Honors Student Accolades 

2015-2016  

Montevallo Masters 

 

Haley Barnett 

Nicholas Rivers 

Colton Williamson 

Wind Ensemble 

The wind ensemble traveled to Orlando,  

Florida, to play and record music at Disney 

Studios in late October. 

 

Gabrielle Gannon 

Brett Johnson 

Aden Ward 

 

2015 

History Day Presenter 

 

Heather Calvert 

Model UN 

The following Honors students traveled on  

behalf of the university to the Southern  

Regional Model United Nations conference in 

Atlanta. 
 

Laura Binford 

Lauren Davis 

Anna Dennis 

Morgan Gothard 

Molly Green 

Erin Hall 

Hunter Huie 

Elizabeth Moore 

Savannah Thompson 
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 Hannah Stephens is a current University of Montevallo Honors student. Born and raised in 

Montevallo, she is majoring in Theatre, with a minor in Arts Administration. She decided to at-

tend UM because of her familiarity with the school. She joined the UM theatre program because 

of the faculty’s willingness to go above and beyond for their students. Stephens discovered acting 

when she was nine and says that her peers, theatre community, and family were the main reason 

why she continued. In her first show Bye Bye Birdie, she played a teenage girl, but more recently 

she became a 55 year-old teacher named Marty in the UM production of Annie Baker’s Circle 

Mirror Transformation. Stephens describes the production as a wonderful and quirky portrayal of 

an adult creative dramatics class, wherein five strangers meet and search for connection. “It was a 

beautiful show to be a part of, and I had an amazing time getting to bring my character to life,” 

says Stephens. While this production has wrapped, there is definitely more to come from Hannah 

Stephens.  

Volume 3, Issue 2 

Honors Students in the Theatre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hannah Stephens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Rocky Horror was so much fun to be a part of. 

The audience's energy was the best part of the 

show--to hear them cheering, clapping, and sing-

ing along to their favorite songs was the most  

rewarding part of the entire process."  

 

Giselle Casadaban 



 

Hill House, Station 6501 

Montevallo, AL 35115 

205-665-6501 

honors@montevallo.edu 

Follow Us on Instagram 

UMHonors 

Follow Us on Twitter 

@UMHonors 

Follow Us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/HonorsUM 

Requirements to Stay Active in Honors 

 

 Maintain a 3.2 overall GPA 

 

 Take at least one Honors Course per 

academic year 

 

 

You will be notified via campus e-mail at the end 

of each semester if your status changes. 
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We have 10 season tickets for each UM Theater 

production reserved for active Honors students.  

First come, first serve. 

Call the box office to reserve your tickets.  

205-665-6200 

UM  Theatre Productions 

 

CLYBURNE PARK  

(3/18—3/20 including a matinée on 3/20) 

 

COSI FAN TUTTE  

(4/14— 4/16 including a matinée on 4/17) 

 

SPRING AWAKENING  

(4/15—4/16, 4/21—4/24 including a matinée on 4/17 & 4/24) 
 

  

Honors Program Director  

Dr. Cathlena Martin 

Honors Administrative Assistant  
Ms. Kendal Stine 

Honors Student Worker 

Ms. Courtney Gressman 


