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This spring semester, Hill House has opened its doors to Dr.
Myron Beasley, the Spring 2016 University of Montevallo Vacca
Professor.
At his home university, Bates College, Dr. Beasley is an
Associate Professor in the areas of Cultural Studies, African
American Studies, and Women and Gender Studies. His
ethnographic research includes exploring the intersections of
cultural workers, and he has conducted fieldwork in Morroco,
Brazil, the U.S. and most recently Haiti.
In addition to the cross-disciplinary Honors seminar he
teaches at UM this term, he is also teaching an African-American
Literature course. With this class, he has invited a series of
visiting professors to lecture and has opened these lectures to the
public. His first guest lecturer is Dr. Jessica B. Harris, a
renowned culinary historian. After signing her book High on the
Hog at Eclipse on February 25th at 2:30 pm, she will give a
lecture in Comer auditorium at 5:30 pm entitled “A Sea Change:
A Culinary Journey from Africa to America.”
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Honors Workshops
On Monday, February 1, 2016, Dr.
Joseph Sargent led a workshop in the
Ramsay classroom entitled “Is
Graduate School Right for Me?”
Honors students with majors
ranging from Social Work to English
to Kinesiology attended this event.

Music professor Dr. Sargent
addressed general topics that applied
to various disciplines in modern
academia. These subjects included
the evaluation of programs, financing
studies, the current academic job
market, and the components and
timeline of applications.
Additionally, Dr. Sargent shared
anecdotes from his own experiences,
and infused the meeting with a light,
comic tone, regaling the audience
with different Family Guy
impersonations.

Upcoming Workshops
March 14, 2016
Dr. Heather Tinsley
Undergraduate Research
April 11, 2016
Dr. Tom Sanders
Atlas Shrugged! –
Career Implications for the
21st Century
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Travel Grants Awarded
I arrived in Las Vegas, Nevada for the 101st
National Communication Association Convention on the
bright morning of Wednesday, November 18. The lights
and neon shined despite the sun as our taxi took my
research advisor, Dr. Tiffany Wang, and me to our location
for the next three days-- the fabled Rio Hotel. Upon arrival,
legislative assemblies and panels were to be had at all
corners of the expansive convention center. I walked,
stargazed, amongst all of the iconic scholars whose works I
had read in the confines of my dorm room so many miles
away. To my surprise, the gracious Dr. Dawn Braithwaite
and the honored trio of authors of A First Look at
Communication Theory had enough time to get a quick
picture with me. In my time as an attendant, I filled my
spare moments listening to contributors of the field communicate their findings on interpersonal and
instructional communication subtopics, while networking with potential graduate programs that
would facilitate my closer examination of Appalachian populations.
Once I had my bearings, it was my own time to contribute to the conversation at the conference.
At the Lambda Pi Eta Honor Society
business meeting, I was humbled to be
elected as one of three national
representatives for the organization. Directly thereafter, I delivered my s
elf-written panel entitled “Lambda Pi Eta
Researchers and Their Research Advisors:
Embracing Academic Opportunities of a
Lifetime.” All too soon, it was time to
board the plane once again and return to
Montevallo. The collaboration and
acceptance of the attendees and
participants made the experience one that I
will cherish close to my heart for many
years to come.
I am so thankful for the funding and
support I have received in my travels to
make this dream a reality.
-Emme Long
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Travel Grants Awarded

My experience at Moravian’s 10th annual Medieval and Early Modern Undergraduate
Conference was immensely successful. I had several opportunities that allowed me to
network and generate interest in my research. Because a conference director picked me up
from the airport, I was able to join him for dinner and meet the plenary speaker for the
conference, Dr. Michael Drout, a preeminent Tolkien and Anglo-Saxon scholar. I had the
rare opportunity to talk with him and the conference directors at dinner about myself as well
as my research interests, which they offered some good advice about graduate school and
working as a scholar in medieval literature. The day of the conference and my presentation,
Dr. Drout came specifically to hear me and afterwards said that I did very well. Also, after
my presentation, the moderator for the session gave me her card and said that her mentor at
Cornell would be interested in my research and helping me further my research goals. Other
than the amazing reception by the professor to my research, I also met another Queer
theorist. We were really able to relate to each other and became fast friends. It was nice to
be able to engage with someone academically that has your same interests as well as having
read the same theories that you do. Furthermore, several students approached me
afterwards and said that it was their first introduction to Queer Theory and that they found
the panel very informative. Overall, I would say that my time a Moravian went the best it
possibly could have. I made several new friends and connections that hopefully reflected
well on the University of Montevallo along with great networking opportunities for my
future.
-Zac Clifton
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Honors Students in the Music Department
An interview with Senior music major

Why did you choose to major in music?

A piano performance major, Jonathan,
also plays the organ and the harpsichord.
At UM, he has participated in the
University Chorus, the UM Concert Choir,
the UM Early Music Ensemble, the Piano
Four-Hands Ensemble and the Piano and
Violin Ensemble. Additionally he has
created a jazz ensemble with his friends
called the “Davis Quartet.”

I have been taking piano lessons since I was eight years old. Until I was a junior in high
school, I wasn’t quite sure if I wanted to major in music. I thought that music would not be the
best way to make a living, but I realized that the world of music was where my talents and
passions were strongest. Even though music is such an integral part of who I am, majoring in
music is not easy. I have to spend hours practicing while staying on top of my other classes. Music
majors have to put so much effort into their major, but they often experience rejection and a sense
of failure on a regular basis because the professional music world is very tough and exclusive in
general.
What was your musical background or training before college?
My first teacher was a music major at a local university; I later took lessons briefly from her
mother who was a church pianist and organist. When I started high school, I began taking lessons
at the Birmingham-Southern Conservatory of Fine and Performing Arts. I also attended the
Samford University Piano and Strings Festival for three summers and competed in a few local
competitions.
What do you want to do with music in the future?
I hope to be a professional performer and teacher. I am in the process of applying to some
graduate programs so that I can eventually teach at the university level. I want to take advantage of
the amazing technology available today to make art music accessible to everyone through
education. The Boston Symphony Orchestra has recently started loaning iPads to their audiences
which come with information about the music being performed, and I think this is a great effort
towards reaching younger generations with technology. I hope to use any means available to help
my audiences love music as much as I do.
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What attracted you to the Music program at Montevallo?
When I visited UM in high school, I got to meet and have a lesson with my current teacher,
Dr. Cynthia MacCrae. I responded well to her teaching style and appreciated her interest in having
me attend UM. From the time when I was filling out the paper work to enroll at UM to the present,
she has always gone out of her way to make sure that I get the best training possible and to find
opportunities for me that are hard to come by for students at small universities. In addition to my
teacher, the sheer affordability of the program attracted me to UM. Many musicians have to put
their training and development on hold simply due to financial limitations.
What teachers, musicians and / or artists have most influenced you?
While I could certainly think of a few musicians and artists who have inspired or influenced
me in various ways, I think that my most powerful and constant source of influence comes from
my fellow students. I have been fortunate enough to be friends with many outstanding students at
UM and around the world. They have pushed me to go beyond my best efforts through their words
and examples. Music teachers see their students for a limited time each week, but the students are
always around each other. It’s amazing how much one can learn by simply observing someone
else practice on a regular basis.
“A true musician and artist will go above and beyond what is required, and will
attempt to incorporate meaning and soul into even the most mundane tasks. “

In what aspects have you grown as an artist during your time here?
I have developed a more informed understanding of what it takes to truly be called an artist.
Before college, I was just learning what artistry was about, but I was basically imitating real
artists. Artistry takes a long time to develop, but it’s like learning – it never ends. I have learned to
look at music from many perspectives. When I study a piece of music, I look at it from a
composer’s perspective, a performer’s perspective, a pianist’s perspective, and most importantly,
the audience’s perspective. I have gotten better at this as my intellectual and sensual
understanding of music has grown during my time at UM.

What would you like to accomplish in your time here as a musician?
I’m a graduating senior this year, but I hope I’ve been successful in demonstrating true artistry
in my work. It’s easy to be nothing more than a music major and not a musician. A music major
passes his or her classes, completes the required performances, and graduates. A true musician
understands that his or her time spent as an undergrad is only a small part of his or her total life in
music. A true musician and artist will go above and beyond what is required, and will attempt to
incorporate meaning and soul into even the most mundane tasks. That’s what I hope to accomplish
during my remaining weeks here and in the future.
What are the last five artists or groups that you recently listened to on your I-pod?
Olivier Messiaen, Pierre Boulez, David Bowie, Jean-Yves Thibaudet, and Sufjan Stevens
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HNRS 309 / Model United Nations
As a part of Dr. Scott Turner’s HNRS 309 / POS 350 class, Honors students helped comprise a UM team
that participated in this year’s Southern Regional Model United Nations in Atlanta this past November.

“As a social work major, I want to learn about other countries' problem
and the different ways to address them. Model United Nations gave me
the opportunity. This class also allowed me grow my public speaking
skills. I would recommend this class to any major. I thought Model UN
was more for a political science major, but all majors can bring an
unique prospective to world problems.” - Morgan Gothard

Left to right (Front): Jacob McInvale, Molly Green, Erin Hall, Elizabeth Moore, Laura Binford
Left to Right (Middle): Mason Atlee, Aaron Joshua Crocker, Savannah Thompson, Tanja Bacani, Anna Dennis, Emilee Richards
Left to Right (Back ): Daniel Deriso, Austin Noble, Morgan Gothard, Lauren Davis, Hunter Huie, Jacob Gordon

From November 19 through 21, 2015, UM students represented Kenya and Kuwait in United Nations committees, ranging from General Assembly Plenary to the World Humanitarian Summit. Delegates caucused,
debated, negotiated, and voted on resolutions pertinent to agenda topics such as “Strengthening Sustainable
Economic Growth through the Protection of Natural Resources” and “Ensuring Access to Legal Protection for
Women in Post-Conflict Zones.”
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Honors Student Competes in Bass Master Regional
Fishing in the Bass Master college
series Southern Regional was definitely
an experience that I'll never forget.
For a sport that is calm and serene, it
became very intense with 213 other
boats in the water. The team as a whole
had a hard time finding big fish with the
poor water conditions, but we had a good
time being on the water and being able to
represent our school.
We still have another chance to
qualify for the Bass Masters College
Series National Championship in a
wildcard tournament that is TBA, so
maybe we can still qualify and represent
the University of Montevallo on the
largest stage of college fishing.
- Ryne Mills
Ryne Mills and Tyler Howard at the 2016 Bass
Masters College Series Weigh—Ins

Montevallo Honors Organization
Upcoming MHO
Events

New Meeting Time

GRC Fun Night
April 21 at the
Montevallo
Elementary School

MHO now meets
Wednesdays
from 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.
in the Ramsay classroom.
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Tower Academic
This semester the Honors Program partnered with The Tower to create the Tower A cademic, an
Undergraduate English Academic Journal in which students were able to submit their prized works of
English scholarship for a chance to be featured in the journal. Not only did this this offer students a
great resume building opportunity, but it also filled Montevallo’s need for an academic publication
platform.

We are so thankful for the great response the journal received
from both students and faculty alike, and we offer our congratulations
to those that either placed or received an honorable mention in the
journal. We hope that the Tower Academic can continue on for
semesters to come!
The winners are as follows:
1st place: Rebecca Davis - “Self-Efficacy and the Apprehensive
Writer: A Look into What Shapes the Confidence of a Writer”
2nd place: Ryan Covington - “The Star and His Shadow:
Examining the Opposing Trajectories of Olaudah Equiano and Ukawsaw Gronniosaw”
3rd place: Abigail Betts - “Mar r iage or Psychology, Two Sides of the Eyes Wide Shut
Debate”
Honorable Mentions:
Abby Patton -”She Bang, She Bang: The Destruction of Masculine Writing and Assigned Roles
in Mason & Dixon”
Sara Perry - “Agency within Medievalism”

Kathryn Wittmeier - “Things Are Not So Black and White”
You can find the online journal under the tag “Tower Academic” in The Tower’s website
(https://um-tower.squarespace.com/) under “Written Work,” or by following this link: https://umtower.squarespace.com/written-work?tag=tower+academic
If you have any questions, feel free to contact the Honors student members of the judging
committee, or the editor of The Tower, Leslie Smith:
Alex Kilpatrick - akiltpat2@forum.montevallo.edu
Shelby Jay
- sjay@forum.montevallo.edu
Zac Clifton
- zclifton@forum.montevallo.edu
Leslie Smith
- tower@montevallo.edu
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Undergraduate Research Day
Undergraduate Research Day 2016 is Wednesday March 23rd from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (the
time may be adjusted slightly depending on the number of presentations). The award ceremony
will be from 3:00-4:00 pm.
The University of Montevallo’s Undergraduate Research Day is held each spring to highlight
undergraduate student research. It is open to all students who have completed an independent
research or creative project in any discipline. Students participating in Undergraduate Research
Day must have worked with a faculty mentor who will review the final product before it is
presented. Research findings may be presented via poster (or appropriate display) or oral
presentations. Again this year we will have a panel of judges to award cash prizes to the most
outstanding presentations. Awards will be given for the three most outstanding oral presentations
and the three most outstanding poster presentations.
Those presenting oral presentations should plan on a 10-12 minute presentation and may use
visual aids (PowerPoint, etc.).
Those presenting posters should plan on a 2-3 minutes presentation for the judges.
There will be a Q&A session after all oral and poster presentations. Students should be
prepared to respond to questions. Judging criteria include:
Knowledge or experience achieved - Significance and impact of the body of work - Overall
organization and appearance - Delivery (professional attire and overall presentation Introductory statements - Hypothesis/problems/thesis/research question - Results/discussion/
clear development of argument - Summary/closing remarks - Originality and Creativity Clarity of presentation - Clarity and competence of response to questions
To participate in Undergraduate Research Day 2016, students must submit an electronic
application by Wednesday, February 17, 2015 at 5 pm. The online application is available at
http://www.legacy.montevallo.edu/UndergradResearch/RegistrationForm.shtm. If you have any
questions, contact Cindy Tidwell (tidwellc@montevallo.edu).

COPLAC Undergraduate Research Conference
The annual COPLAC (Council of Public Liberal Arts Colleges) Undergraduate Research
Conference will be held at Georgia College and State University on April 22-23rd. The University
can send up to 10 students to present their work.
To be eligible, you must present at UM’s annual Undergraduate Research Day on March 23rd.
Then you will need to provide an abstract (200-250 words), a faculty mentor endorsement and a
detailed outline of your presentation by March 16th. Please send these materials to
URProgram@montevallo.edu with a subject line of COPLAC Application. These must be
submitted to the email address. No hard copies or late submissions will be accepted. If you have
any questions, contact Cindy Tidwell (tidwellc@montevallo.edu).
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Requirements to Stay Active in Honors

Hill House, Station 6501
Montevallo, AL 35115
205-665-6501
honors@montevallo.edu



Maintain a 3.2 overall GPA



Take at least one Honors Course per
academic year

You will be notified via campus e-mail at the end
of each semester if your status changes.

Follow Us on Instagram
UMHonors
Follow Us on Twitter
@UMHonors
Follow Us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/HonorsUM

Honors Program Director
Dr. Cathlena Martin
Honors Administrative Assistant
Ms. Kendal Stine
Honors Student Worker
Ms. Columbia Nave

UM Theatre Productions
CLYBURNE PARK
(3/18—3/20 including a matinée on 3/20)
COSI FAN TUTTE
(4/14— 4/16 including a matinée on 4/17)
SPRING AWAKENING
(4/15—4/16, 4/21—4/24 including a matinée on 4/17 & 4/24)

We have 10 season tickets for each UM Theater
production reserved for active Honors students.
First come, first serve.
Call the box office to reserve your tickets.
205-665-6200

