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Golson Seminar:
Honors Program Documentary

In the fall, several Honors students in the Goldson Seminar, the Honors
capstone class, banded together to produce a documentary about the history of the
Honors Program. Working on this project were: Adalyn Gillon, Chris Holder, Jacob
Bobst, Eileen Larsen, and Mary Beth Sebastian.
Eileen Larson commented, “The research and interviews we conducted
revealed fascinating and sometimes humorous hidden gems about the honors program.” For example, she noted, “One of the things I enjoyed the most about this
project were the individual interviews that we conducted with the professors.
“Several of them were professors with whom I had taken Honors classes but to
whom I had never taken time outside of class to sit down and talk.
...Continued on Page 13
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Fall 2014 Honors Recognition Luncheon
Friday, December 5, 2014
This luncheon was in recognition of
those Honors students who have
completed the Honors Certificate:
Sarah Clancy, Sara Cucksee,
Adrienne Dauma, Anna Dixon,
Evan Dixon, Caitlin Eastham,
Patrick Glenn, Kathryn Golding,
Leilani Hayes, Natalie Hoffman,
Alexandria Kilpatrick, Jill Kleist,
Rebecca Leach, Jonathan Oprandy,
Callie Stern, Leah Swinford,
Richard Umstead, Brooke Warren &
Carly Zywno.
The luncheon also recognized our
December Graduates who were
awarded the Honors Diploma:
Laura Beth Askelson,
Ashley Gray,
Kayela Hill, &
Emily Hoekenga
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Fall 2014 Honors Award Recipients

December Graduates who earned the Honors Diploma: Emily Hoekenga, Ashley Gray, Laura Beth Askelson, & Kayela Hill

Fall 2014 Honors Certificate Recipients
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The Internal/External Landscape:
Psychogeography and the Creative Writer
Fall 2014 (HNRS 309 / ENG 301 / ES 310)
By Dr. Bryn Chancellor
In this interdisciplinary, interactive course, our broad objective was to study the
relationship between creative writing and walking, especially how our creative impulses and
our landscapes are intertwined, an exploration that draws on literary, philosophical, and
political perspectives, including psychogeography. A key question: How does navigating our
environments—whether natural, urban, rural, or suburban—shape our thinking, and further,
our writing lives?
For the first few weeks, while the Southern heat broke, we read and discussed a number
of published works. We delved into the long history of walking, contemporary theories and
philosophies about walking, and the tradition of psychogeography itself, roughly defined by
Guy Debord as “the study of the specific effects of the geographic environment, consciously
organized or not, on the emotions and behaviors of individuals.” We then read a selection of
writers, both historical and contemporary, who incorporate walking into their creative
practice. As we read, we also considered the social and political complications bound up in
walking—for example, why is psychogeography so heavily connected to white,
middle-class male writers? How do gender, race, class, and sexuality figure into walking
and writing practice?
Then we took our own walks, both individual and collective, into varied landscapes.
Most walks were on or near campus due to class-time limitations, but we also roamed more
regionally in Montevallo and beyond. We all kept dedicated Writing Notebooks to capture
observations, respond to assigned prompts, and reflect on concepts. We snapped pictures,
too, for sharing and reflection, and we used Twitter (#UMPsychogeo) to share thoughts,
comments, and images during the semester.
We wrote creatively in prose and poetry both during and after those walking experiences.
We shaped and honed three Drafts to share during Read-Arounds; here, we took turns
reading works-in-progress aloud as an opportunity to hear rhythms and patterns and to think
about questions while other class members listened and offered feedback. Based on
feedback and student interests, we developed two of three drafts into fuller works. Finally,
we collaborated on a Portfolio blog to display our creative and scholarly work.
http://umpsychogeography.wordpress.com/

Volume 2, Issue 3

Page

5

Volume 2, Issue 3

Page

6

Honors Student Travel Grants Available!
Headed to an academic conference and don’t know how to pay for it?
Apply for an Honors Program Student Travel Grant. You can be awarded up to $500
for travel for conference participation. Monetary support will only be available through
reimbursement after your travel is complete, and all relevant receipts must be provided
with reimbursement request.
Apply online at legacy.montevallo.edu/honors/Scholarships.shtm

Student Travel Grant Awarded: Melanie Berry
Honors senior Melanie Berry has been awarded
the Honors Student Travel Grant for her upcoming
trip in March to attend the Sigma Tau Delta
International Convention in New Mexico to present
her work entitled

“On A Darkening Plane: Short Story.”
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Summer Honors Courses Available
MAY TERM
HNRS 309:001 (50200)/ ES 310:101 (50198)/ MG 460:101 (50199)/ POS 303:101 (50201):
Environmental Policy; Dr . Hudson; M-F 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm; UMOM 201
SUMMER II TERM
HNRS 309:002 (50269)/ COMS 460:251 (50180): Family Communication; Dr. Wang;
M-F 12:40 pm - 2:40 pm; Reynolds 226
This course helps students gain an understanding of how communication functions to
develop, maintain, enrich, or limit family relationships and develop an understanding of
functional families across a wide range of structures and cultural backgrounds.

Fall GE Courses Available
BIO 107:001 (81235) Honors Introductory Biology; Dr. Tinsley; MWF 9:00 am- 9:50 am,
Harman 119; Lab: R 8:00 am-9:50 am, Harman 102; 4 Credits
HIST 103:001 (80241) History of World Civilization for Honors I; MWF 10:00 am - 10:50 am;
Dr. Barone; Hill House; 3 Credits
HIST 103:002 (81544) History of World Civilization for Honors I; MWF 11:00 am - 11:50 am;
Dr. Barone; Hill House; 3 Credits
COMS 102:001 (80751) Honors Foundations of Oral Communication; TR 12:30 pm - 1:45 pm;
Dr. Wang; Reynolds 114; 3 Credits
ENG 103:001 (80651) Honors Composition I; TR 9:30 am-10:45 am; Dr. Durst; Hill House; 3
Credits
ENG 103:002 (81471) Honors Composition I; TR 11:00 am-12:15 pm; Dr. Durst; Hill House; 3
Credits
ENG 233:001 (80610) Honors Global Literature Survey; TR 9:30 am– 10:45 am;
Dr. Beringer; Comer 306; 3 Credits
ENG 233:002 (80648) Honors Global Literature Survey; TR 11:00 am– 12:15 pm; Dr. Beringer;
Comer 306; 3 Credits
PHIL 111:001 (80682) Honors Introduction to Philosophy; MW 2:00 pm-3:15 pm; Dr. Patton;
Comer 206; 3 Credits

Volume 2, Issue 3

Page

11

1 Credit Hour Honors Courses Available
HNRS 308:001 (80035): Hogwarts & Higher Education; Dr. Whitsett;
W 12:00 pm-12:50 pm; Hill House
Aims
 To place the phenomenon that is Harry Potter in its social, cultural and educational
context and understand some of the reasons for its popularity;
• To consider the relevance of Harry Potter to the education system in the twenty-first
century;
• To understand twenty-first century education in the light that the Harry Potter series
casts on it;
• To make explicit connections between Harry Potter and citizenship education.
Content
The content will explore a number of key themes of educational policy, including:
• Society’s impact on education: home schooling, public, private, vouchers, etc…
• Welcome to Hogwarts: a reassuring world of uniforms and routine
• Gryffindor and Slytherin: prejudice and intolerance in the classroom
• The peer group: bullying, friendship and solidarity
• Ideals of citizenship: courage, ingenuity and integrity
HNRS 308:002 (80483): Sexuality & Culture; Dr. Wilson; W 1:00 pm - 1:50 pm; Bloch 203
This course will explore and analyze cross-cultural issues related to sexual
relationships and behavior within the U.S. and internationally. The course will examine
human sexuality through a socio-cultural perspective, with emphasis given to the ways
in which issues such as gender, sexual identity, spirituality, and family are intertwined
with and influenced by culture and sexuality.
HNRS 400:001 (80484): Golson Seminar (required for A LL Honors students wishing to
finish the Honors Diploma) M 3:30 pm - 4:20 pm; Dr. Martin; Hill House
This course is designed to be the capstone of your Honors experience at the University
of Montevallo. As such, it will provide a classroom space to let you reflect on your
time in the Honors program, help you improve the current Honors program, and then
provide tools to assist you for your next stage in life. The course is structured around
three critical areas in higher education: teaching, service, and research. We will explore
all three through the lens of your Honors experiences and with an eye toward your
future endeavors. Thus, we will reflect on past honors courses that have been taught to
you, engage in a service project for the betterment of the current Honors students, and
research toward your future.
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HNRS 309 Courses Available (3Credits)
HNRS 309:001 (80480): Digging up Treasures: Archives; Mr. Heatherly;
TR 2:00 pm - 3:15 pm; Hill House

This course will offer an in-depth survey of Archives, both as a resource and as a profession. The goal is to
expose students to the importance of preserving primary historical materials in a research friendly way. These
resources must be organized in a way to facilitate research while balancing the need for long term care to ensure
maximum longevity for each piece. Issues will include: what is an archive and its role, challenges of historical
preservation, historical relevance of documents and pieces of ephemera, and a look at special collections. Local
resources will be used to illustrate these points, namely the University of Montevallo’s University Archives and
Special Collections located in Carmichael Library.

HNRS 309:002 (80481)/ ES 310:003 (81504): Environment and Sustainability; Dr. Caplow;
TR 12:30 pm - 1:45 pm; UMOM 307

This course will explore challenges and opportunities for human society to move towards sustainable living, with
emphasis on the balance between social, economic, and environmental sustainability. This interdisciplinary
course will entail readings, projects, fieldwork, and lecture-based study of the theory and practice of
sustainability. The Brundtland Commission (1987) defined sustainability as, “meeting the needs of today without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” This definition emphasizes the
future-oriented nature of sustainability thinking, and this course will emphasize sustainability literacy for
environmental management and decision-making. In particular, we will employ the comparative lens to help
weigh the costs and benefits of different types of management systems under the overarching goal of
sustainability.

HNRS 309:701 (81536)/ POS 350:701 (81535): Model United Nations; Dr. Turner;
W 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm; UMOM 201

Students learn about the United Nations' structure and process and major issues of global concern. They prepare
to represent a designated country by learning about that country's positions and concerns in the United Nations.
They write resolutions and practice parliamentary procedure, debating, and voting in a simulation of the UN
process. The course culminates with students participating in the Southern Regional Model United Nations.
Prerequisite: Instructors Permission Only

HNRS 309:702 (81628) / ES 300:701 (81627) / PHIL 300:701 (80685) / MATH 295:701
(81020); Astronomy; W 6:00 pm - 8:50 pm; Dr. Sterner & Dr. Patton; Harman 225

This course emphasizes the human origins, development, and ramifications of astronomy. We will begin with the
gradual, growing awareness on the part of our human ancestors of the larger physical universe and its underlying
symmetry and order. Looking at both theory and practice, we will explore the ways in which the origins of
astronomy as a tool for navigation and agriculture led to the development of many other aspects of human life.
Weekly outings (weather permitting) will involve naked eye and telescopic observation of celestial objects. The
observational component of the course is designed to teach the students the configuration of the night sky and its
relationship to ancient religion and culture, the empirical basis of modern astronomical theory, and the variety of
celestial objects which can be studied by the amateur astronomer. The lectures will be self-contained accounts of
a variety of issues which center around the relationships between mathematics, physics, astronomy, and other
fields of human endeavor. The course will underscore the extent to which the major fields of human inquiry and
indeed, human survival itself, have depended on the development of astronomy.
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Golson Seminar:
Honors Program Documentary
...Continued...

… Continued from page 1… The nature of the interviews allowed them to open up about subjects
that they were particularly passionate about, as well as how the Honors Program allowed them to cultivate
their own interests while also instilling them in other students. For example, when Dr. Turner spoke about
his Science Fiction and Politics Honors class, it was accompanied by his animated gesturing to the Star
Trek posters in his office. The interviews allowed us to witness just how much the professors enjoyed
having an opportunity through the Honors Program to bring their personal passions into an academic
setting.”
In his reflection on the project, Chris Holder states, “Through the group’s efforts, I gained valuable
insight into the program’s past. We determined the first date of creation, 1959, and the original purpose of
Hill House, home economics. I learned who Eva Golson was and how humanities-driven the program was
at its outset. Most importantly, the documentary strengthened my bond with the program, instilling a sense
of pride in our program’s tenacity and staying power. It caused me to realize the extent to which I and
others identify ourselves as Honors and the implications, both good and bad, which that
self-identity entails.”
We hope you will watch the video and make an even stronger connection with the Honors Program,
both its past and as part of its future. The video can be viewed on our Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/HonorsUM/videos.
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MILI Award
Congratulations to Dr. Martin for winning a MILI Award. This
Montevallo Information Literacy Innovator award is in part because of the
Honors hosted Trivia Trot event that was a QEP event in Fall 2013.

“This coffee is the
true source of

“It makes it so I
don’t have to
spend the little
money I do
have on
coffee!!”
“It makes my
morning! Thank
you!”

“It wakes me up
before class…”

“I pretty much
live in Hill House
so this coffee is
now a part of my

SAVE THE
COFFEE!
We can no longer pay for coffee supplies from the
Honors budget due to the University's policies.
If you would like to donate to the Honors Program to
“Save the Coffee,” please go to our Honors Webpage:
http://montevallo.edu/honors/SaveTheCoffee or donate any spare change
at the front desk donation box.
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The Origins of Comics:
Graphic Narratives Before 1940
By Dr. Alex Beringer
This Spring 2015 course investigates the history of the comic strip before 1940. Comics
from the mid-twentieth century are staples of modern popular culture. Charlie Brown and
Batman will be familiar to virtually anyone over age 5 (or anyone under age 5 for that
matter). But few people know much about the comics, characters, and madcap antics that
came before these works. What did early comics look like?
How did the rules and conventions for making comics evolve over time? How did
comics form the basis for other forms of popular culture such as film? In investigating these
questions, we will explore a rich and tangled history.
Some of our topics include early
“proto-comics” such as the 15th century
Bayeux Tapestry and William Hogarth’s
18th-century sequential paintings; the rise of
cartoons and caricature in nineteenth century
magazines and newspapers; and the first
“graphic novels” via French and Swiss picture
stories. Also are texts from the early 20th
century “golden age of comics” with works
such as Winsor McCay’s Little Nemo in
Slumberland, George Herriman’s Krazy Kat,
and Frank King’s Gasoline Alley.
This course combines approaches from
literary studies, history, and art history.
Students will collaborate on a museum-style
exhibit that will run from April 10th to May
15th in the Carmichael Library. More
information regarding the opening reception
and the exhibit will be forthcoming.
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Lunch with Dr. Martin
Come join Dr. Martin for lunch to chat about life, the universe, and everything.

Monday, March 16th
12-1 pm

Hill House Dining Room
Catered by Panera Bread
RSVP to
honors@montevallo.edu
Only 9 Seats Available!

Honors Faculty Award
Is there an Honors faculty member that
has truly made a difference in your life?
Here is your chance to thank them!
Nominate your most influential Honors
Professor by March 27th for a chance to
recognize them at the Honors Recognition
luncheon on April 20th, 2015.
Submit your nomination via this link:
http://form.jotform.us/
form/50423856472154
The link can also be found on our website
as well as on our Honors Facebook page.
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Follow Us on Twitter:
@UMHonors
Follow Us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/HonorsUM

Honors Program
Hill House, Station 6501
Montevallo, AL 35115
Phone: 205-665-6501
E-mail: honor s@montevallo.edu
Director: Dr. Cathlena Mar tin
Honors Administrative Assistant:
Mrs. Marie Owens

Requirements to Stay Active in Honors:


Maintain a 3.2 overall GPA



Take at least ONE Honors Course (GE or
upper level) per calendar year
**You will be notified via campus e-mail at the
end of each semester if your status changes.
Questions on your Honors progress?
E-mail us at honors@montevallo.edu

Upcoming Theatre Productions
Call the Box Office to Reserve Your Tickets: 205-665-6200
205 665 6200

Reminder:
We have 10 season tickets
for all UM Theatre
productions reserved for
Active
Honors Students.
First come, first serve!

