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Spring General Education Honors Courses 
  
 
HIST 104   Honors History of World Civilization II      Dr. Barone 
 
HIST 104-001 MWF 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM in Hill House Classroom CRN 10202 
HIST 104-002 MWF 11:00 AM - 11:50 AM in Hill House Classroom CRN 10203 
 
COMS 102               Honors Foundations of Oral Communication       Dr. Wang 
 
COMS 102-001 MWF 11:00 AM - 11:50 AM in Reynolds 114 CRN 10947   
 
ENG 104   Honors Composition II               Dr. Mahaffey 
 
ENG 104-001 MWF 9:00 AM - 9:50 AM in Comer 306 CRN 10397   
  
ENG 234   Honors Global Literature Topics                Dr. Beringer 
 
ENG 234-001 TR 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM in Comer 308 CRN 10448 
ENG 234-002 TR 3:30 PM - 4:45 PM in Comer 208 CRN 11558 
  
PHIL 221    Honors Ethics           Dr. Patton 
 
PHIL 221-001 MW 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM in Comer 308 CRN 11267 
 
MUS 122   Honors Invitation to Listening      Dr. Landers 
  
MUS 122-001 TR 12:30 PM - 1:45 PM in Davis 215 CRN 11585 
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Spring Honors 300 Courses – 1 Credit Hour 
HNRS 308-001  Social Justice Education         Dr. Samuels 
 
R 11:00 PM - 11:50 PM in Hill House Classroom CRN 11570 
 

This course will explore theories and practices of social justice in schools and 
communities in national and global context. Students will explore basic and complex 
characteristics of the framework of social justice, as well as practical application in society. 
Additional features of the course include the basic ideas behind a social justice education in 
schools, controversial issues surrounding the theory and application, case study analyses of 
educators who implement this approach in the elementary and secondary classrooms, and ideas 
for social justice advocacy for all citizens of society. All majors and concentrations are welcome 
and will find this useful to gain a background in social justice education and exercise critical 
thinking skills. 

 
 

Spring Honors 300 Courses – 3 Credit Hours 
 

HNRS 300-701 Critical Cultures and Contemporary Thought      Dr. Beasley 
   

W 5:00 PM - 7:30 PM in Hill House Classroom CRN 11654 
 
 This course examines the relationship of culture to contemporary politics and social issues. 
It introduces the study of struggles to acquire, maintain, or resist power and gives particular 
attention to the role of culture plays in reproducing and contesting social divisions of class, race, 
gender, and sexuality. The objectives of the course are to increase understanding about people 
different from ourselves; to uncover the patterns by which we represent members of other cultures 
and discern the ethical cultural groups; to identify and overcome obstacles to inter-cultural/cross-
cultural communication; and to understand the historical development and nature of various 
contexts of critical theory/cultural studies.  The readings and theories discussed in this 
interdisciplinary honors course are relevant to any discipline and/or prospective career choices. 

We will centralize critical theory/ communication by emphasizing several issues: 1) how 
communication creates cultures, 2) communication/representations within a variety of cultural 
groups and 3) our own communication about others.  Lectures and discussion incorporate film, 
music, and fiction to evaluate the connections between cultural practices and cultural politics. This 
course will engage and challenge your assumptions about yourself and others. 
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HNRS 309-001 Mathematics of Chess                Dr. Varagona  
MATH 295 
GSD 295 

TR 9:30 AM - 10:45 AM in Harman 221 CRN 11650 

This course examines the relationship between chess and various topics in mathematics. 
After learning the rules of chess and basic chess theory, students will learn about famous chess 
problems (such as knight’s tour problems, the eight queens problem, and other logic puzzles 
involving chess), many of which may be understood as “math problems in disguise.” Students 
will see how to use various ideas in mathematics, especially from the branch of mathematics 
known as Graph Theory, to study and solve these chess problems. Along the way, students will 
be introduced to some of the rich history and famous personalities of both mathematics and 
chess. 
 

Prerequisite: C or better in MATH 144 or higher 
 
HNRS 309-002 Marketing Meets Microbiology 
ES 300             Dr. Sestero & Dr. Mellon  
BIO 405 
MK 455    

     
MW 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM in Hill House Classroom CRN 11653 

This is a team-taught, interdisciplinary course focusing on environmental issues 
involving marketing and microbiology. It introduces business and biology majors and non-
majors to the topic. This course is designed to apply learned principles to the study of certain 
environmental issues. It introduces students to the concepts, theories, and methods used in 
analysis of environmental concerns. The course examines the impact of marketing in the public 
perception of microbes in health, business, and environmental contexts. The objective is to 
provide students with an ability to think about pressing issues and possible solutions in this field. 
 
HNRS 309-003 Life in the Universe                                 Dr. Hope  
 
MWF 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM in Harman 232 CRN 11657 
  

“Are we alone in the universe?” this is a question that has plagued mankind from the time 
when we could first ponder the points of light that we saw in the night’s sky. To attempt to 
answer this question we will first ask what we think is important for life to exist and how 
frequently those conditions arise in our own galaxy. If that life is out there how can we find 
evidence of their existence either directly or indirectly? How would we communicate with life 
that might be out there and how would we know if they have been trying to communicate with 
us? If there isn’t life out there then what happened? Did it never exist or did it appear, rise and 
collapse all before we ever came to be? These are the questions we will look at trying to answer 
during this course. 

 
Prerequisite: Math 131 or equivalent 
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HNRS 309-005 National Parks and Public Lands                              Dr. Turner 
POS 310 
ES 310 
 
TR 12:30 PM - 1:45 PM in UMOM 309 CRN 11538  

This course explores the politics of national parks and other publicly managed lands as 
resources that demonstrate trade-offs among multiple interests and values, including nature 
conservation, public recreation, and resource exploitation. 

 
 

Spring Honors 400 Courses – 3 Credit Hours 
 

 
HNRS 409-701   Global Capitalism & the Environment  
ES 401                   Dr. Sanders & Dr. Hultquist 
HIST 411/511     
MG 460/560       
 
M 5:00 PM - 7:30 PM in UMOM 309 CRN 11571      

This course will provide an overview of the development of the world economic system 
we label as “capitalism” from the Medieval period until contemporary times. While our focus 
shall often be upon the business firm we shall also pay attention to other factors: economic 
history, social and cultural history, the role of entrepreneurs and that of workers, the rise of 
consumer culture and advertising, and that of government-business relations, and particularly the 
impact of the rise of capitalism on the ecological environment. Our course begins with Europe 
but we shall also consider the increasing web of global connectedness by discussing the 
Americas, Japan, and China. 
 

Prerequisite: HIST 101 and HIST 102 
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Summer I Honors Courses – 3 Credit Hours 
 

HNRS 309-001  Family Communication                                      Dr. Wang 
COMS 365 
 
MTWRF 3:00 PM – 5:00 PM in Reynolds 226 CRN 50296  

This course helps students gain an understanding of how communication functions to 
develop, maintain, enrich, or limit family relationships and develop an understanding of 
functional families across a wide range of structures and cultural backgrounds. 

 
Prerequisite: COMS 101 and COMS 102 

 

HNRS 309-301 Environmental Law and Policy       Mr. Hudson 
ES 310 
MG 460 
POS 303 
 
MWF Online CRN 50325 
 

In this course we will discuss the origins of environmental law and policy—arising 
largely out of local property laws passed down from British “common law” traditions—and how 
it has continued to transition and expand into the national and international realms. The first 
course module will be spent largely on the local aspects of environmental law and policy, the 
second module largely on the national aspects and the third module largely on the international 
aspects. We will explore these topics by reading legal cases decided by courts, legal and policy 
analyses written by academic scholars, multimedia presentations, and a variety of other materials 
that shed light on the inner workings of environmental and natural resources policy. 


