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SCHEDULE OF KEY EVENTS 
 
 
 
May 30, 2017    RFP Issued  
 
June 2, 2017    Mandatory Pre-Proposal Meeting 
     IS&T Conference Room, Morgan Hall 
     3:00 pm 
 
June 12, 2017    3:00 pm Bids due 
 
June 14, 2017    Award Announcement 
 
June 19, 2017    Work to begin (tentative) 
 
August 11, 2017   Work Complete 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submit Proposals to: 
 

Purchasing 
Station 6060 

University of Montevallo 
Montevallo, Alabama 35115 
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SECTION 1.0        PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND SCOPE 
 
The University of Montevallo is a small state university with an enrollment of 2542 undergraduate 
and 525 graduate students.  Of that number, approximately 1000 live on-campus and another 800 to 
1000 live in the city of Montevallo. UM retains many of the components and traditional objectives of 
the undergraduate liberal arts college. 
 
The University of Montevallo educates the student as a whole person.  We believe that a great deal 
of education and other important social and physical development takes place outside of the 
classroom. 
 
 The University is committed to forming a partnership with a provider who truly understands the small 
college campus marketplace, who has demonstrated an outstanding level of service and performance, 
and who has sufficient resources, financial stability and experience.  It is essential that the requested 
services be of the highest quality possible and that the program be managed with maximum sensitivity 
to the needs and concerns of our students, faculty and staff.   
 
SECTION 2.0           FACILITIES 
 
Famous for its red brick streets and paths, the 160-acre main campus has more than 40 buildings 
surrounded by lawns, groves, and flower beds. The central portion of the campus is a National Historic 
District with two antebellum structures, including the 1823 Edmund King House. The Olmstead 
Brothers -- landscape architects famous for designing New York's Central Park, Atlanta's Ponce de 
Leon Avenue parks, and the grounds of the Biltmore Estate near Asheville, North Carolina -- also 
developed the first plan for the Montevallo campus. Their basic design ideas are still followed. 
 
SECTION 3.0                     TERM OF CONTRACT 
 
Work will commence with an anticipated start date of June 19, 2017 and shall be completed by 
August 11, 2017. 
 
SECTION 4.0                    CONDITIONS 
 
1. Proposal will be received for items specified herein or attached hereto under the terms and 

conditions of this Request for Proposal (RFP). 
 
2. In order to be considered, three (3) copies (one original and two copies) of each proposal, 

under seal, must be delivered to: 
 
  BJ Posey 
  Buyer 
  University of Montevallo 
  Station 6060 
  Montevallo, Alabama 35115 
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 no later than 3:00 pm C.S.T. on_6/12/17_.  At this time, proposals will be opened for the sole 

purpose of recording the names of vendors.  It is the vendor's responsibility to assure that his 
RFP is delivered so as to ensure timely receipt by the Purchasing Office.  Proposals or 
unsolicited amendments to proposals arriving after the closing time and date will not be 
considered. 

 
3. Proposals must be made in the official name of the firm or individual under which business is 

conducted (showing official business address) and must be signed by a person duly authorized 
to legally bind the person, partnership company, or corporation submitting the proposal.  A 
corporation must indicate place and date of incorporation. A representative or distributor 
responding to the RFP in the name of a principal should give the name of the firm to which 
an order should be issued in the event of an award. The signature must be notarized. 

 
4. Proposals must include all applicable requested information and meet all specification 

requirements.  If significant errors are found in the proposal, or if the proposal fails materially 
to conform to the requirements of the RFP, the proposal will be rejected.  Erasures or other 
changes must be initialed by the person signing the proposal. 

 
5. Proposals are to be valid for at least 90 days following the closing date for this RFP.  This 

period may be extended by written mutual agreement between vendor and the University of 
Montevallo. 

 
 
SECTION 4.1                                                             PROPOSAL REQUIRED INFORMATION 
 
1. Transition plan to insure a smooth transition and uninterrupted services as it relates to our 

timeline. 
 
2. By submitting a proposal, the vendor agrees to be governed by the terms and conditions as set 

forth in this document.  Any proposal containing variations from terms and conditions set 
forth herein may, at the sole discretion of the University, render such proposal unresponsive.  
Failure to examine any drawings, specifications and instructions will be at vendor's risk. 

 
3. Proposals are to be prepared simply and in a manner designed to provide the University with  
 a straightforward presentation of the contractor's capability to satisfy the requirements of this 

RFP.   
 

a. Should any vendor find discrepancies in, or omission from, the specifications, or be 
in doubt as to their meaning, the vendor shall notify the Purchasing Office at once and 
obtain a clarification prior to submitting a proposal.  Interpretations which change the 
terms, conditions or specifications will be made in the form of an addendum to this 
request for proposals.  If issued, the addendum will be sent promptly to all parties to 
whom the request for proposals has been issued. Receipt by a Vendor of an 
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amendment to this RFP must be acknowledged by email within forty-eight (48) hours 
of receipt. The acknowledgement should be addressed to B.J. Posey at 
bposey@montevallo.edu. 

 
4. Vendors are encouraged to submit any additional information or comments they wish 

considered.  This additional information should be included as a separate appendix to the 
proposal. 

 
5. Any explanation desired by a vendor regarding the meaning or interpretation of the RFP, 

attachments, specifications, etc., must be requested in writing.  Any information given to a 
vendor concerning the RFP will be furnished to all vendors as an addendum to the RFP, if 
such information is necessary to vendors in submitting offers on the RFP, or if the lack of 
such information would be prejudicial to uninformed vendors.      

 
6. After award of the contract, all proposals will be open for public inspection.  Trade secrets, 

test data, financial data, and similar proprietary information will, to the extent provided by 
law, remain confidential, provided such material is so marked. However, net cost information 
will not be considered confidential. 

 
7. The Vendor must bear all costs associated with the preparation and submission of the proposal 

and of any visit to the University. 
 
8. Vendors must, upon request of the University, furnish satisfactory evidence of their ability to 

furnish products or services in accordance with the terms and conditions of this RFP.  The 
Vendor must satisfy the University that he is able to meet the conditions of the agreement 
without subletting the service in whole or in part. 

 
a. In addition, the University of Montevallo may make such reasonable investigations as 

deemed proper and necessary to determine the ability of the vendor to perform the 
work, and the Vendor shall furnish to the University of Montevallo all such 
information and data for this purpose as may be requested.  The University reserves 
the right to inspect the Vendor's physical plant prior to award to satisfy questions 
regarding the vendor capabilities.  The University of Montevallo further reserves the 
right to reject any offer if the evidence submitted by, or investigations of, such vendor 
fails to satisfy the University that such offeror is properly qualified to carry out the 
obligations of the contract and to complete the work contemplated therein. 

 
9. Each Vendor shall fully acquaint himself with conditions relating to scope and restrictions 

attending the execution of the work under this RFP.  The failure or omission of a vendor to 
acquaint himself with existing conditions shall in no way relieve him of any obligation with 
respect to this RFP or to the contract. 

 
10. Proposals submitted prior to the RFP opening date will be held in the Purchasing office.  No 

proposals will be opened prior to the opening date of June 12th. 
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11. A contract shall be awarded to the Vendor whose proposal is determined to be most 

advantageous to the University.  The University is not bound and will not accept any proposal 
based on price alone, but will make an award based on the evaluation factors set forth herein.  
The University further reserves the right to reject any and all proposals, to waive any 
informality in proposals, and unless otherwise specified by the offer, to accept any item in any 
proposal. The University will be the sole judge as to whether the Vendor's proposal has or has 
not satisfactorily met the requirements of this RFP. 

 
12. Vendors are cautioned that the University is not obligated to ask for, or accept after the closing 

date for receipt of proposals, data which is essential for a complete and thorough evaluation 
of the proposal.  The University may award a contract based on initial proposals received 
without the discussion of such proposals.  Accordingly, each initial proposal should be 
submitted on the most favorable and complete operating and technical terms possible. 

 
13. At the assigned date, sealed RFP's are publicly opened and recorded.  The file becomes public 

record after the proposal has been thoroughly evaluated and the award determined.  The file 
may be reviewed at the Purchasing Office.   

 
14. ETHICS IN PUBLIC CONTRACTING:  By submitting their proposals, all vendors certify 

that their proposals are made without collusion or fraud and that they have not offered or 
received any kickbacks or inducements from any other vendor, supplier, manufacturer or 
subcontractor in connection with their proposal, and that they have not conferred on any public 
employee having official responsibility for this procurement transaction any payment, loan, 
subscription, advance, deposit of money, services or anything of more than nominal value, 
present or promised unless consideration of substantially equal or greater value was 
exchanged.  Each Vendor shall accompany his proposal with a sworn statement that he has 
not been party to such an agreement. 

 
15. In case of any doubt or differences of opinion as to the items to be furnished hereunder, the 

decision of the University shall be final and binding on both parties. 
 
16. In comparing the RFP's and awarding the contract, the University may consider such factors 

as relative quality and adaptability of supplies or services, the vendors' financial responsibility, 
skill, experience, record of integrity, marketing and customer service plans, the time of 
delivery or performance offered, information gained from reference checks, interviews of 
Vendor's personnel and management, and any other element or factor in addition to that of 
the proposal price which would affect the final cost to the University and whether the Vendor 
had complied with the specifications. 

 
17. Federal, state, county, and local laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations that in any manner 

affect the items covered herein apply.  Lack of knowledge by the vendor will in no way be a 
cause for relief from responsibility. This shall include obtaining all appropriate licenses and 
permits necessary, if applicable.  
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18. In submitting a proposal, the Vendor agrees not to use the results there from as a part of any 

commercial advertising. 
 
19. When awarded, this quotation is subject to provisions of Title 7 of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964 and parts II, III, and IV of the Executive Order 11246, dated September 4, 1965.  In 
connection with the execution of the contract, the contractor shall not discriminate against any 
employee or applicant for employment because of race, religion, age, color, gender, veteran 
status, national origin, or disability.  The Contractor shall take affirmative action to ensure 
that applicants are employed, and that employees are treated during their employment without 
regard to their race, religion, color, gender, age, national origin, veteran status or disability.  
Such action shall include, but not be limited to, the following: employment, promotion, 
demotion or transfer; recruitment or recruitment advertising; layoff or termination; rates of 
pay or other forms of compensation; and all other terms and conditions of employment. 

 
20. The vendor agrees that he will not discriminate against any employee or applicant because of 

physical or mental disabilities, as required by federal law-Rehab. Act. Public Law 93-112 of 
9/26/73; Affirmative Action Clause, Section 741.3; and Americans with Disabilities Act, 
Public Law 101-336, 7/26/90. 

 
21. The University of Montevallo is an EEOC/Affirmative Action Employer.  The University 

does not discriminate on the basis of gender in the education programs and activities which it 
will operate, pursuant to the requirements of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
Pub. Law 92-318.  The University conforms to all applicable rules, regulations and relevant 
orders of the Secretary of Labor.   

 
a. Affirmative action clauses and supporting regulations are incorporated by reference.  

41 C.F.R. Sections 60-250.22, 60-741.22. 
 
22. The University reserves the right to reject all or any part of your proposal and to award the 

contract to other than the low vendor. 
 
23. Failure to provide the requested information may be grounds of rejection of your proposal. 
 
24. Please state your federal ID Number on your proposal.                            
 
25. All prices and notations must be printed in ink or type written.  No erasures permitted.  Errors 

may be crossed out and corrections printed in ink or typewritten adjacent, and must be initialed 
in ink by person signing RFP. 

 
26. It shall be the Vendor's responsibility to ensure that its employees are legally qualified to 

engage in work in the United States and that the Vendor's employment practices are in full 
compliance with prevailing laws, including applicable regulations of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. 
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27. The Vendor shall comply with all OSHA regulations pertaining to the health and welfare of 

its employees, especially those employees who may have on occasion to clean up blood and 
body fluid spills. 
 

28. The vendor shall ensure that all employees and contractors conduct themselves in accordance 
with University standards and all applicable policies while performing services on University 
premises.  The University reserves the right to request that any employees engaged in 
inappropriate behavior be asked to leave the premises for the duration of the project.  

 
SECTION 5.0               SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS  
 
The following is to be contained in the proposal and/or contract:  
 

A. All vendors must complete a State of Alabama Disclosure, which is included in the document, 
and return it with their RFP.  Further, all vendors must disclose the name of any University 
employee who owns, directly or indirectly, at least 1% interest in the vendor's firm or any of 
its branches.  Proposals by University employees will only be accepted in accordance with 
Alabama Code 36-25-11. 

 
B. The Vendor shall hold and save the University, its officers, agents and employees harmless 

from any claims, damages and actions of any nature arising from the use of any materials, 
goods or services furnished by the supplier. 

 
C. The Vendor, without exception, shall indemnify and save harmless the University and its 

employees from liability of any nature or kind, including cost and expenses for or on account 
of any copyrighted, patented, or unpatented invention, process, or article manufactured or 
used in the performance of the contract, including its use by the University.  If the Vendor 
uses any design, device, or materials covered by letters, patent or copyright, it is mutually 
agreed and understood without exception that the proposal prices shall include all royalties or 
cost arising from the use of such design, device, or materials in any way involved in the work. 

 
The Vendor shall save and hold the University harmless from actions or claims against the 
University which may arise in connection with the use or operation of the Directional Boring 
& Fiber Improvement facilities specified herein and for sale of products or for performance 
or failure to perform of any service under this contract or for any/all injuries or death or 
property damage resulting or arising from the operation by the Vendor of any vehicles or 
arising or resulting on or adjacent to the Directional Boring & Fiber Improvement premises. 

 
D. The University will not enter into a contract which contains a clause requiring the University 

to indemnify or hold harmless any party.  Any exception will be limited to the terms and limits 
of the University's general liability insurance coverage or an Alabama Board of Adjustments 
ruling. 
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E. The University will not enter into any contract which contains a clause limiting its remedies 
against any party. Any exception will be only to the extent permitted by Alabama law. 
 

F. Notwithstanding anything in these conditions or other applicable conditions to the contrary, 
any provision(s) will not apply to the extent it is (they are) finally determined by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, including appellate review if pursued, to violate the laws or 
constitution of the State of Alabama.  Such determination shall not affect the validity of the 
remainder of the contract. 
 

G. Any contract resulting from this solicitation shall be governed in all respects by the laws of 
the state of Alabama and any litigation with respect thereto shall be brought in the courts of 
the State of Alabama.   
   

H. A contract shall not be transferable or assignable by the vendor in whole or in part without the 
written consent of the University of Montevallo. 

  
I. If the Contractor fails to fulfill its obligation under this contract properly and on time, or 

otherwise violates any provision of the contract, the University of Montevallo may terminate 
the contract by written notice to the Contractor.  The date of termination will be determined 
at the sole discretion of the University.  The notice shall specify the acts of omissions relied 
on as cause for termination. 

  
 Such acts may include, but are not limited to: 
    
  *Contractor's failure to maintain required insurance coverage. 
 
  *Contractor's failure to furnish a stable work force. 

  
*Contractor's failure to furnish competent employees. 
 
*Contractor's failure to perform duties specified in this agreement. 
 
*Failure to comply with any laws. 
 
*Acts of dishonesty which are attributable to the Vendor or its employees. 
 
*Submitting false or fraudulent information. 
 
*Failure of Vendor to perform satisfactorily under this agreement. 
 

J. Either party may terminate this contract, without cause, upon written sixty (60) day 
notification to the Contractor or one hundred and twenty (120) day written notification to the 
University. The contractor shall remove all belongings from University property no later than 
thirty (30) days after giving or receiving notice of cancellation, or after the end of the contract. 
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K. The contractor shall be responsible for the complete performance of all the work under the 

contract and for the methods and means used in performing the contract.  The Contractor is 
considered self-sufficient; therefore, he must provide all necessary personnel, material, and 
supplies.   
The contractor shall be responsible for any damage to University property while executing 
any portion of the services requested.   

  
L. In case of failure to deliver goods and services in accordance with the contract terms and 

conditions, the University of Montevallo, after due oral or written notice, may procure them 
from other sources and hold the Vendor responsible for any resulting additional purpose and 
administrative costs. This remedy shall be in addition to any other remedies which the 
University may have. 

 
M. The supervision of the performance of this contract is vested in the Vice President for Business 

Affairs. The Vice President, and/or designee, is to have free access to all areas at all times for 
evaluating the contractor and the contractor is to afford them all necessary facilities and 
assistance for doing so. The Vice President will decide any and all questions which may arise 
under the contract including, but not limited to, the quality and acceptability of work. 

 
N. The Contractor shall provide all federal, state and local licenses and permits necessary at the 

time this contract is executed, covering the service the Contractor provides to the University. 
The Contractor shall pay all applicable permits, licenses, excise and retail sales and other taxes 
and all fees for approvals and renewals thereof required; give all notices; and comply with all 
laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations of the City of Montevallo, Shelby County, and the 
State of Alabama. 

 
O. The University may require changes, additions or deletions in the scope of the services to be 

performed by the Contractor hereunder.  All such changes, which are mutually agreed upon 
by and between all the parties, shall be incorporated in written amendments to this contract.  
All such amendments shall state any increase or decrease in the amount of the compensation 
due to the Contractor for the change in scope.  All amendments are binding only if they are 
approved and signed by the appropriate University authority. 

 
P. Certificate of Insurance: The successful Vendor shall file with the Purchasing Office, prior to 

commencing work, an appropriate certificate(s) of insurance, in duplicate, evidencing 
compliance with the insurance requirements contained in the proposal specifications. 

 
 Additional Insured: The certificate of insurance shall name the University of Montevallo, its 

Board, employees, and agents as an additional insured under the required requirements of 
these specifications. 
 

 Insurance Requirement: The successful vendor who provides products and services to the 
University of Montevallo shall obtain and keep in force, at vendor's expense, during the terms 
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of the resulting contract: 
 

a. Comprehensive General Liability, Bodily Injury, and Property Damage 
Liability insurance in the combined single limit of not less than 
$1,500,000, including but not limited to coverage for General Liability, 
Personal Injury Liability and Property Damage Liability, Blanket 
Contractual Liability and Products Liability, covering only the operations 
and activities of contractor under this agreement. 

 
b. Automobile liability insurance in the minimum limits of $1,000,000 

combined single limit injury to, or death of, any one person, for each 
accident or occurrence. 

 
c. Personal property insurance for replacement cost covering damage to 

University property during the installation, operation, maintenance and/or 
removal of equipment. University will be an additional insured under 
contractor's property insurance. 

 
d. Workers Compensation Insurance including employer's liability              

coverage.                             
    

e. Employee Dishonesty Bond (Blanket) at $100,100 minimum limit. 
 

Vendor shall furnish the University with Certificate(s) of Insurance from companies 
authorized to do business in the state of Alabama evidencing such insurance to be in effect. 

  
The certificate of insurance shall state that the Vendor agrees to waive subrogation against the 
University of Montevallo, its officers, employees, and elected representatives for injuries, 
including death, property damage, or any other loss to the extent same may be covered by the 
proceeds of insurance, including the deductible portions thereof. Certificates of insurance 
shall evidence the waivers of subrogation. 

 
Vendor shall notify the University of any cancellation, change or non-renewal of such policies 
within thirty days of such action. Such action shall provide the University with cause to 
terminate the contract.   

 
Q. Both the Request for Proposal and the Vendor's response to the RFP will be incorporated by 

reference into the resulting contract.  
 
SECTION 6.0              EVALUATION OF VENDORS 
 
In awarding the Contract, the University will consider a number of factors in combination in 
evaluating the proposals submitted. Factors will include, but not be limited to the following, 
which are not listed in order of importance:  
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a. Contractor’s record of performance and service in higher education institutions in relation 

to services requested.  
 

b. Contractor’s conformance to RFP’s specifications, requirements, terms, conditions, and 
provision.  
 

c. Contractor’s response to University’s objectives.  
 

d. Contractor’s pricing.  
 

e. Service aspects of Contractor’s proposal.  
 

f. Personnel aspects of Contractor’s proposal.  
 

g. Review of recommendations with respect to Contractor’s operations at other similar 
universities and colleges.  
 

h. Extent of Contractor’s size, credit standing, financial record, stability, and management.  
 
 
 
SECTION 7.0                        SCOPE OF SERVICE  
 
Vendors are requested to provide a total project price for Directional Boring-Fiber Improvements 
at the University of Montevallo.  
 
All vendors must attend a mandatory Pre-Proposal Meeting on June 2nd at 3:00 pm in the IS&T 
Conference Room located in Morgan Hall. Failure to attend is grounds for disqualification. 

 
Project specific information is as follows: 
 
Directional Boring: 

1. Bore 800’ from Morgan to Wills and install three new 2’ conduits between five existing 
boxes 

2. Bore 1150’ from Baseball building to Track building install two 2” conduit, install four 
13x24x18 box 

3. Replace 12x12 box near track with 13x24x18 box 
4. Install 2” Schedule 40 PVC Conduit from existing Quazite box into VACCA Hall 
5. Bore 1100’ from Comer to 3D complex, and install three new 2’ conduit, install four 

36x24x24 boxes 
6. Bore 100’ from Bloch St. to Brooke, install two 2” conduit between boxes 
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7. Bore 350’ from Bloch St. to Anna Irvin, install two 2” conduit, install two 36x24x24 
boxes, tie in to existing conduit at Tutwiler and Anna Irvin/Ramsay 

8. Bore 500’ from Wills to Main West, install two 2” conduits, install two 36x24x24 boxes, 
tie in to existing conduit running from Main to Reynolds. 

9. Core 4” hole into Morgan Datacenter and install new 4” Schedule 40 PVC conduit to 
Quazite box outside. 

Fiber Improvements: 
1. Price is to include all labor, materials and equipment to install conduit.   
2. All conduit, unless noted, will be 2” orange smoothwall HDPE with pull tape and tracer 

wire.  
3. All boxes will be installed level with the ground and to University approval. 
4. All boxes will be filled with 2” gravel at the bottom.  
5. All boxes will be Quazite tier 15 or compatible with “Fiber Optics” logo affixed to cover.  
6. University will provide location for spoils to be disposed at.  
7. All ground work must be returned to the original state and to University approval.   
8. Vendor is responsible for all utility locations, with University’s assistance as needed. 

 
Vendor is to equip vendor personnel with all machinery, tools and required ancillary work 
equipment, such as protective gear, ladders, etc. Vendor is to provide transportation of vendor 
personnel and material to work sites. 

 
Vendor personnel must comply with University security, site access procedures. These 
requirements will be coordinated on a per job basis with Information Services & Technology.  
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