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The past year was certainly a memorable one for UM. A few highlights include:

The College of Education received accreditation under the National Council for Accreditation 
of Teacher Education (NCATE) with no sanctions or recommendations — a rare achievement 
indeed. We continue to produce leaders in education who are committed to the noble enterprise of 
teaching and learning. 

Our Social Work Program (the first accredited program in the state) celebrated its 90th birthday! 
There is no way to measure all of the good work done and the lives improved over these many years 
by our social work graduates. 

In May of 2015, Dr. Helen Moshkovich was named the Michael J. and Donna H. Grainger Endowed 
Chair in Business and Accounting in the Michael E. Stephens College of Business. Dr. Brett Noerager, 
associate professor of biology, received the inaugural Todd and Linda Strange Distinguished Professorship 
at a recent board meeting. These awards will support faculty efforts in research and scholarship.

We welcomed a new sport to UM and will kick off the first season of women’s lacrosse on Feb. 5 
when our team takes on Point University under the direction of head coach Frank Rogers. The team has 
been training hard and we are looking forward to introducing the sport of lacrosse to our community. 
We’ll be making history by playing the first Division II women’s lacrosse game in the state.

I want to close by thanking our own Ted Metz, professor of art, accomplished artist and mentor 
to legions of Montevallo students since 1973, for all that he means to us. This past summer, Ted 
announced his plans to retire — truly a bittersweet moment for all of us in the Montevallo family. 
As our longest serving tenured faculty member, Ted’s career and personal commitment to the 
liberal arts are emblematic of the passion, devotion and spirit our faculty bring to their service of 
UM students every day. Thank you, Ted, for enlightening our students and for sharing with us the 
beauty and meaning you create in your studio. You are a Montevallo treasure.

Homecoming 2016 will take place the second week of February, with the College Night production 
culminating the week’s festivities on Feb. 13. I know you are anxious to return to our brick streets and 
to visit with your classmates. We look forward to seeing you during this special time on campus.  

My best for a prosperous, healthy and meaningful new year,

Dr. John W. Stewart III
President

From Calkins Hall

facebook.com/goMontevallo

facebook.com/UMalum

twitter.com/Montevallo

Dr. John Stewart III, Donna 
Grainger, Helen Moshkovich 
and Michael GraingerPhoto by Terry Bruno
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The day Mynjuan Smith visited UM she 
knew this was where the next chapter of 
her educational journey and personal story 
would take place. 

Mynjuan is studying psychology with plans 
to become a board certified behavioral analyst. 
Since enrolling, she has served on the SGA 
Senate, ASPIRE Advisory Board and was 
accepted into the McNair Scholars Program. 

“My goals at Montevallo are not just to 
graduate with a bachelor’s degree, but find 
a way to be able to provide the best for my 
children for the future,” the single mother 
of twins said. 

Mynjuan’s experiences inspired her 
McNair Scholars’ research entitled “The 
Complexity of Single Motherhood Balanc-
ing a High-Demand Career.”

“Mynjuan’s joyous nature makes her a de-
light to work with, but it is her tenacity and 
determination that are truly impressive,” said 
Dr. Meredith Tetloff, Smith’s McNair adviser. 
“Through her research, she gained insight 

that she will undoubtedly use in her own life 
as well as share with other single mothers.”

The project focused on the struggles, 
motivations and support systems that helped 
single mothers with post-graduate degrees 
achieve their goals.

Mynjuan knows a thing or two about 
support systems. While at UM, her family 
helps keep her children whose schedules 
consist of occasional trips to visit Mynjuan 
on campus and nightly calls to make sure 
their mother is doing her homework and 
making good grades.

Already developing a passion for education 
at the age of six, her children will relocate 
with her when she moves for graduate school 
next year. However, Mynjuan will always call 
Montevallo home. 

“The University of Montevallo is a place 
where you can redefine who you are, on 
your way to where you are going,” she said. 
“It’s never too late to change your story, and 
Montevallo has helped me write mine.”

Mynjuan Smith
CLASS OF 2016

MAJOR/CONCENTRATION: Psychology

HOMETOWN: Anniston, AL

WHAT ARE YOUR FUTURE PLANS?  
To become a board certified behavioral 
analyst and eventually work for the FBI

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Photos by Michael Wade
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Taylor Hubbard
CLASS OF 2016

MAJOR/CONCENTRATION:
Interdisciplinary Studies

HOMETOWN: Atmore, AL

DESCRIBE UM IN THREE WORDS: 
Unconventional. Historic. Treasure.

Taylor Hubbard’s college transcript will 
stand out from that of the typical college 
student for quite a few reasons. Not only has 
she been honored as Senior Elite for holding 
the highest GPA in her program, but she 
also designed her own major combining 
history, religion and philosophy.  

Because of her high merit, Taylor experi-
enced the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
attend the University of Oxford during the 
summer of 2015 to study Medieval English 
Literature at the Magdalen College. 

“Being accepted at Oxford was incredible, 
and being able to travel and experience differ-
ent cultures and places is the most wonderful 
feeling in the world,” said Taylor. 

Between an excursion to Wales, climbing 
spires in medieval castles and taking small 
group classes with other students at the 
13th century campus, the UM senior 
considers the summer an experience of a 
lifetime and a defining moment in her life. 

“Every now and then, we get students that 
come to the University of Montevallo with 
raw potential and just transform, and Taylor 
is one of those students,” said Dr. Mary Beth 
Armstrong, dean of the UM College of Arts 
and Sciences, who describes Taylor as pleas-
ant and positive, with great initiative.

Transferring to UM after graduating from 
her local community college, Taylor is now 
in several honor societies, and has plans to 
enroll in a 5-year graduate program for a 
Ph.D. in colonial history. Taylor wishes for 
her story to be an encouraging message for 
transfer students. 

“My decision to come to Montevallo 
was based on the IDS (Interdisciplinary 
Studies) program, the atmosphere of 
campus and the professors that really 
care about their students,” Taylor said. 
“However, since coming to Montevallo, 
I’ve learned that your past doesn’t matter 
anymore; it only matters how you’re suc-
ceeding by moving forward.”

www.montevallo.edu/alumni | 5



Dr. Scott Varagona, assistant professor of math-
ematics, also happens to be a National Master of 
chess. Having won the state championship six 
times since 2002, Varagona sees the game as “an 
art, a science and a sport all rolled into one,” and 
believes that chess and mathematics complement 
one another.

These two passions inspired Varagona to 
teach the course, mathematics of chess, at 
UM. The course allows him to connect with 
students, not only in the classroom, but also in 
the chess club of UM. 

His competitive spirit on the chess board 
was put to the test at this year’s Life Raft 
Debate when he was asked to play the devil’s 
advocate and attempt to doom his fellow 
faculty members. His performance led him to 
become a second-time winner of the coveted 
life raft oar during the annual event held on 
Founders’ Day. “I poured my heart and soul 

into my presentation this year, so to win the 
competition was incredibly fulfilling,” Varagona 
commented. He further encouraged all UM 
professors to participate in the fun-filled tradi-
tion and expressed his thanks to Dr. Michael 
Patton, professor of philosophy who coordinates 
the event, for the invitation. 

While Varagona is an active member of the 
UM community as a professor, his involvement 
in sharing his passion for chess with students 
and participation in campus traditions provides 
a great example of the unique quality of the 
faculty here at UM.

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

King of Strategy

The NEW Game in Town

“I POURED MY HEART AND SOUL INTO MY  PRESENTATION THIS YEAR, SO
TO WIN THE COMPETITION WAS INCREDIBLY FULFILLING.”

Assistant Professor
of Mathematics

Chessmaster
Extraordinaire+ Varagona=

Freddie the Falcon takes 
on the chessmaster.

Photos by Michael Wade

6 | Montevallo Today



ATHLETICS

On Feb. 5, 2016, the UM women’s 
lacrosse team will make their mark in 
the UM history books. 

If seeing players carrying their equipment 
across campus on their way to practice isn’t a 
clear realization of the arrival of the sport, then 
the small box in the corner of the whiteboard in 
Head Coach Frank Rogers’ office ticking down 
the days until the Falcons’ first-ever women’s 
lacrosse match surely sets the fact in stone. 

“Seventy-three days until we make history,” 
the head coach points out. Each day the number 
is erased and replaced one day closer for the 
team to play the inaugural Division II women’s 
lacrosse game held in the state of Alabama. 

Rogers’ arrival to UM in January 2015 began 
a quick recruiting process until the first team 
was signed, just three months later in April. 

The roster of 20 players hail from a variety 
of hometowns across nine states and three 
provinces, but share one common love for the 
sport of women’s lacrosse. The game known for 
its skill and finesse brings with it an exciting 
atmosphere, upbeat pace and scoring system, as 
well as a physical aspect that Rogers believes the 
football culture of the south will grow to love. 

After all, if it’s related to women’s lacrosse, 
Coach Rogers should know. A native of upstate 
New York, Rogers coached in Michigan and 
North Carolina before making his way to UM 
to begin building his third collegiate women’s 
lacrosse program from scratch. 

“After seeing the academic opportunities the 
players are given, I knew this would be a great 
place to be,” Rogers said. “This is also such a 
nice area to live  in and the people here are won-
derful. My wife and I are so happy to be here.”

Rogers is well-versed in the game that is the 
fastest growing sport in the country, and his 
team is ready to continue that pace by begin-
ning a new history-making era at UM in 2016.

The NEW Game in Town
❱❱	 The first game of the 2016 season against Point University will make history as the  
 first-ever Division II women’s lacrosse game played in the state of Alabama.
❱❱	Montevallo will play in the Gulf South Conference for its inaugural season. 
❱❱	Women’s lacrosse is the fastest growing sport in the country, with a 31.2% increase in girl’s 
 high school lacrosse participation in 2014 (US Lacrosse).
❱❱	Women’s lacrosse is completely different than the men’s game, from the rules to the  
 equipment used. 
❱❱	Original lacrosse games were traditional Native American events that could include as many 
 as 100 to 1,000 players and last several days. 

Watch the Falcons 
make history! 
2/5/16 at 5 p.m.

Track and Field Stadium 

Mouth Guard

Goggles

Helmet

Gloves

Cleats

Lacrosse
Stick

Goalie Field
      Player

Photo by Art M
eripol
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ATHLETICS

2000 The year women’s pole 
vault was added to the Olympics

29.36 ft. The Olympic 
world record for men’s long jump, set in 

1991 by American Mike Powell

Did you know? Track and field is 
among the oldest of all sporting competitions. The earliest 
competitions were held at the Ancient Olympics.

Following a two-year development project, the University’s new track and field complex was given 
the all-clear for public use in August 2015. When not being used by University athletic teams, the 
track is free and open to the community.  

Located south of the University’s main campus, the track boasts a 400-meter, nine-lane NCAA- 
compliant rubberized track. It also accommodates NCAA pole-vault, long and triple jump, hammer 
and discus, javelin, shot put and steeplechase. The interior field was built to accommodate the 
University soccer and lacrosse teams. Since completion, the facility has hosted the 2015 Peach Belt 
Track & Field Championships and the Olympic Soccer Development Program. 

Coach Tommy Barksdale, track and field head coach, considers the complex to be among the 
best in the nation at the Division II level and a mainstay for recruiting and training purposes. The 
track’s central location to residence halls now allows practices to be run more efficiently.

The Montevallo Development Cooperative District, a partnership linking the University, Shelby 
County and the City of Montevallo, oversaw development of the facility.

A Track for 
Everyone

Photos by Michael Wade



Tommy Barksdale: 
More Than Just a Coach

Since arriving at 
Montevallo four 
and a half years 
ago, head coach 
Tommy Barksdale 
has hit the ground 
running in more 
ways than one; 
developing excel-
lent athletes and 
claiming personal 

coaching distinctions, all while making 
history. In their third straight visit to the 
NCAA Division II National Championships 
the women’s cross country team recently 
placed 20th in the nation, the best finish in 
the history of the program. 

Barksdale chalks up the success of the 
program to the student athletes, coaches, 
athletic training staff and university ad-
ministration for their dedication, hard work 
and encouragement. The coach acknowl-
edges every individual at Montevallo that 
has helped the running programs reach 
the success they are experiencing. Indeed 
every individual has contributed to the pro-
cess, especially Barksdale, himself. 

Just in the past year Barksdale was named 
the 2015 Women’s Cross Country Peach 
Belt Conference Coach-of-the-Year, and 
he coached at the 2015 Department of 
Defense Warrior Games for wounded vet-
erans in June at the Marine Corps Base in 
Quantico, Virginia. The U.S. Track and Field 
and Cross Country Coaches Association 
has recognized his teams for academic 
performance for the past two seasons. He 
led the women’s cross country team to 
back-to-back Peach Belt and NCAA Divi-
sion II Southeast Region Championships 
during the 2015 season. 

While Barksdale leads the team on the 
field, he serves as more than a coach to 
the athletes. “Coach Barksdale takes on 
the role of more than just a coach to all of 
us,” sophomore distance runner Michael 
Johnson commented. “Sometimes he is 
an enforcer or a voice of reason when we 
need it, but he can also be a buddy and a 
coach at the same time.”

Combining the leadership of Barksdale 
and his assistant coaches, the family 
atmosphere of the track and field team, 
and the encouragement of the UM family, 
the 2016 Falcon Track and Field program 
should be a season to remember.

16.01 lbs. Weight of the 
metal ball used in the men’s shot

10 Number of hurdles the
athlete must clear in the women’s 

100-meter hurdles

70 mph Potential speed 
javelin may travel when thrown

Photo by Walt Strickland
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CAMPUS EVENTS

Relationships, life skills, community focus 
and unique opportunities are but a few 
of the many gifts UM offers beyond a solid 
education. These attributes could be seen and 
heard repeatedly as Montevallo celebrated the 
119th Founders’ Day and honored its own with 
awards and special presentations.

The day began with the convocation in Palmer 
Hall featuring UM alumnus and co-chair of the 
UM comprehensive campaign, Tim Lupinacci ’88, 

as speaker. Lupinacci, a shareholder in Baker 
Donelson’s Birmingham office, is a member of 
the law firm’s board of directors, chair of the 
financial services department and is the former 
office-managing shareholder for Birmingham. 

Awards were presented, the tradition of 
the Crook was recognized and the program 
concluded with the traditional investiture of 
the senior class. 

Following the ceremony, attendees were 
invited to a luncheon on King Quad with special 
guest, Freddie the Falcon. Freddie surprised the 
campus with his own gift — the introduction 
of his little brother, Legacy, the new official live 
falcon of UM. Legacy is a permanent resident at 
the Alabama Wildlife Center in Oak Mountain 
State Park. 

Keynote Speech
In his remarks, Lupinacci recalled the many 

gifts UM bestowed upon him during his time 
as a student, including meeting his wife, learn-

ing classroom and life lessons, involvement in 
student clubs and organizations and participat-
ing in College Night.  

“I met my wife of now 25 years at Montevallo 
and attribute much of my success in law school 
and in the practice of law to my education 
received at UM,” Lupinacci said. As gratitude 
for these gifts, Lupinacci serves as an active 
alumnus, donating his time and money to UM’s 
mission through a scholarship bearing his name.   

He then appealed to the senior class offering 
the gift of inspirational quotes and his insight 
on how they applied to life’s journey. Lupinacci 
challenged students to:

1. Always go forward and never turn back
2. Get in the arena and dare greatly
3. Make some bold moves
4. Live a completely engaged life of whimsy
5. Do justice, love mercy and walk humbly

Academic Awards
• 2015 University Scholar 
 Dr. Samantha Webb, professor of English
• Faculty Service Award 
 Dr. Carolyn Miller-Kirby, professor emerita  
 of kinesiology
• Academic Advising Award 
 Dr. Danielle Rich, assistant professor of  
 communication science and disorders 
• Adjunct Faculty Teaching Award  
 Rebecca Dempsey, English instructor

UMNAA Awards 
The UM National Alumni Association honors 

three individuals each year selected by the Alumni 
Board of Directors. This year the Alumnus 
Loyalty Award was renamed the Mary Lou Elder 
Williams Alumnus Loyalty Award to honor 
former alumni director and past UMNAA board 
member, Mary Lou Elder Williams ’69. 

Dr. Mike Malone, president of the UMNAA, 
said, “The University of Montevallo’s Alumni 
Loyalty Award is one of the highest recogni-
tions any former UM student can attain. It is 
only fitting that the coveted award be named 
for one of our alma mater’s ‘most loyal’ of all 
— Mrs. Mary Lou Williams ’69! Any future 
recipient of the Loyalty Award must possess 
Mary Lou’s love and demonstrated devotion to 
the University of Montevallo. She has set the 
standard — now it bears her name.” 

The award recognizes an individual who epito-
mizes the fundamental UM spirit. Recipient, Betty 
Walker ’75 said, “I did what everybody should for 
UM. Montevallo is my family. All alumni should 

The Gift of Montevallo
UM celebrates 119th Founders’ Day

This page, top left:  Dr. Carolyn Miller-Kirby and her husband John C. Kirby ’61.; middle left: Students prepare 
for the robing of the seniors tradition; middle right: Dr. Joe Ardovino with two of his sons who perform in the jazz 
band; bottom: Members of the stage party including award honorees. Opposite page, top: Tim Lupinaci ’88 
delivers keynote speech; bottom left: Dawn Makofski ’00 and her husband Jeff ’00; bottom right: Dr. Samantha 
Webb and her husband Steve Condrey ’78.

Photos by Alyssa Luna ’14, M.Ed. ’15
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come to events, send your children here and make 
it a shared experience with your family, just as I 
did. The people here are what make UM different 
from other universities.”  

The Outstanding Commitment to Teaching 
was awarded to Dr. Joe Ardovino, professor of 
music, and the Outstanding Staff Service Award 
was presented to Dawn Makofski ’00. 

The Crook
At the beginning of Founders’ week each 

year, students set out on a clue-filled hunt for 
the Crook, a large wooden walking stick carved 
with the names of those who have found it in 
years past. The original Crook from 1926 is en-
cased in a glass display in the Office of Alumni 
Affairs in Reynolds Hall. 

In recent years, clues are released through 
email and social media until it is found. The 
finder is then recognized at Founders’ Day, 
presented with UM prizes and allowed to carve 
his/her name onto the Crook, becoming a part 
of one of the oldest traditions on campus.

This year, the first clue to the Crook’s 
location was “a gift from the east will hold the 
answer you seek.” Shortly after reading the 

clue, senior art major Amy George discovered 
the Crook near the Anagama Kiln on campus. 
She said her time working on the kiln with 
ceramics professor Dr. Scott Meyer led her to 
the location. “During the firing, we learned 
about the history of the kiln, how he built it, 
how to feed it and what it meant to have it here 
on our campus,” she said. “To me, it’s the only 
possible thing that ‘a gift from the east’ could 
have applied to.”

Investiture of the Senior Class
Each year, the seniors march across Main 

Quad into the ceremony in Palmer Auditorium 
with graduation gowns in hand. Toward the end 
of the Founders’ Day convocation, the senior 
students rise as one and slip on their robes while 
family, friends, alumni, faculty and staff applaud 
in approval. This symbolizes the achievements 

each student has made in their academic endeav-
ors to reach the point of graduation. 

Senior Class President, Hunter Huie said, “I 
think it’s really cool that we get a chance to do 
something ceremonial that’s been repeated over 
and over again.” He hopes students will continue 
to participate in the Founders’ Day celebration 
since it is a chance to honor the birth of the 
University and all the gifts it provides.

www.montevallo.edu/alumni | 11
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Nelson and Cassie Lyles Forbes
WHY WE GIVE

The Forbes family has a deep heritage in all things Montevallo. Nelson and Cassie Lyles 
Forbes attended Alabama College together, and their son Nelson is an UM alumnus.

“The University of Montevallo (Alabama College) has been a vital part of our lives since 
1957 when we first enrolled,” said Nelson Forbes. “As alumni, we were delighted that our 
older son chose to graduate from Montevallo and marry a UM graduate.”

After attending a Michael E. Stephens College of Business luncheon, Nelson and Cassie 
decided to give back to the school that gave so much to them.

“As students we received an education, not just for 
a career, but an education that encouraged learning 

throughout life,” the couple stated.
This dedication to their alma mater was a major factor in the couple giving the single 

largest gift in the Grainger Challenge, issued by Michael and Donna Grainger in the spring 
of 2014. The Challenge matched each gift given to support the first academic Endowed 
Chair of Accounting for the Michael E. Stephens College of Business. 

For Cassie, a 1959 graduate of UM and associate professor emerita who was awarded 
the Outstanding Commitment to Teaching Award in 1997, the opportunity to give to the 
Stephens College of Business held a personal connection. 

“Cassie’s 19 years as a faculty member in the UM College of Business gave her additional 
insight into the important role the University plays in preparing its students for fuller, more 
rewarding lives,” Nelson commented. 

Nelson and Cassie believe the University having an endowed chair and professorship not 
only adds prestige, but also helps attract and keep distinguished professors. 

“When we heard about the generosity of Michael and Donna Grainger in establishing the 
Grainger Challenge for an Endowed Professorship and Endowed Chair in Accounting and 
Business, we felt it was the right time to show our appreciation for what the University of 
Montevallo means to us,” the couple said. 

www.montevallo.edu/alumni | 13



ADVANCEMENT NEWS

Rasmusson Gift to Improve 
Wetlands Learning Classroom

Dr. Ethel Elise Rasmusson was born in Houston, Texas, and raised in 
Chicago, Illinois. In college, she proved to be intelligent, benevolent 
and dedicated. She received her B.A. and M.A. from the University of 
Chicago and attended Brown University to earn her Ph.D. in history.

From 1952 to 1956, Rasmusson taught history at Alabama Col-
lege and fell in love with the campus and the community. The rural, 
small town setting was a drastic change to the big city life she had 
in Chicago. With an undeniable sense of nostalgia, she moved back 
to Montevallo following her retirement. 

In 1991, Rasmusson began donating to the Dr. Lucille B. Griffith Scholarship and the 
Hallie Farmer Lecture Series. Rasmusson passed away on Jan. 13, 2013, at the age of 90 
and generously left a portion of her estate to the University of Montevallo. Judy Rodgers 
and Carol Tinney, co-executors of her estate, awarded the University with a gift of more 
than $702,000, used to endow the Ethel E. Rasmusson Scholarship — available to students 
who demonstrate need and maintain an outstanding educational merit  — and the Ethel E. 
Rasmusson Visitors’ Center, a learning center established at the Ebenezer Swamp Ecological 
Preserve owned by UM.

Rasmusson’s transformational gift will impact several generations of students at the University, 
and her legacy will continue to be celebrated through the scholarship that bears her name.

Photo by Corey Nolen14 | Montevallo Today



CAMPUS UPDATES

This year, after attaining the highest campus occupancy rate since the early 
1990s, the University has transformed Ramsay Hall into the first official 
Honors Program residence hall. The facility has been renovated to suit the 
needs and comfort of the students including converting the basement into 
a study room, lounge and kitchen.

Before the transition, male and female Honors Program students 
were split into Brooke and Lund Halls. Now, all students in the honors 
program can live under one roof, where they can hold honors workshops 
and functions, including “Float into Fall” a mixer for incoming students 
to meet upper-classmen. 

Dr. Cathlena Martin, current director of the Honors Program, believes 
having all of the students live in one place will be very beneficial.

“These students usually have several 
classes in common with the 

honors general education classes,
and they become a resource and a

support to each other.”
Additionally, the new honors hall will be appealing to prospective 
students considering joining the program. While Ramsay Hall may serve 
a new purpose, it still provides a special place to learn and bond in a 
comfortable environment with peers. 

Dr. Cathlena Martin, director 
of the Honors Program

Ramsay Converted to New Honors Residence Hall
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A contribution to the annual fund is an investment in the educational future of our
exceptional students, campus initiatives and high-quality faculty and staff.

SUPPORT The Gift of Montevallo

Make your investment at www.montevallo.edu/giving
What a difference you’ll make!

449
Students impacted

by scholarships*

“Thanks to generous gifts to Montevallo,
I’ve been able to study under

professors who have instilled confidence
in me as a future educator.”

 ——————

Arthur Wilke, Grad Student,
M.Ed. Secondary Education, ’15

*FY 2014-15
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Now under the Department of Behavior and 
Social Sciences, the Social Work Program was 
established in 1925 when Montevallo was called 
Alabama College. It was not only the first such 
educational program in Alabama, but also one 
of only a handful in the nation.

“It was very innovative, particularly for a col-
lege that was geared to be a professional training 
institution for women,” says Dr. Jason Newell, 
director of the program. “In 1925 there were not 
many programs offering social work education.” 

Montevallo provided the state’s only training 
program for social workers for most of the early 
20th century. It was also the first in the state to 
be accredited by the Council on Social Work 
Education when national certification began in 
the 1970s. 

Mel Robinson, a 1952 graduate of the 
Social Work Program, specifies her internships 
with the Shelby County Welfare Department, 
Birmingham American Red Cross (ARC) Office 
and the guidance of professor Jeanette Niven, as 
the reason she continued practicing the field. 

“We did a lot of investigative work in the 
adoption area, taking a young student for psychi-
atric sessions and working on old-age-assistance,” 
Robinson states. She recalls an experience of no-
tifying the family of a fallen Korean War soldier 
while interning with the ARC. 

Today, the program’s required 500 hours 
of field work that UM tailors to the student’s 
interests and in-depth classroom training has 
continued to make Montevallo graduates 
sought-after assets. The program’s impact is 

strongest across Shelby County and metropol-
itan Birmingham-Hoover, but graduates work 
all over Alabama and throughout the country.

“The reputation of the department still shines 
today,” Robinson, a dedicated alumna and 
department donor commented. “Every business 
who needs a social worker looks to UM first.” 

Kim Mashego, director of the Shelby County 
DHR office, 1996 graduate of Montevallo’s 
Social Work Program and 1998 graduate of The 
University of Alabama’s Master of Social Work 
Program agrees with Robinson. 

“It’s one of the things we look for. What 
they learn in the classroom, they also see 
how that will transition into the workplace,” 
Mashego says. “Students from the University 
of Montevallo come out with a lot of hands-on 

90
SOCIAL WORK 

TURNS

Social workers and agencies that serve people in need
are common now. But some 90 years ago, the

University of Montevallo helped build the foundation
for the profession and now offers one of the nation’s

oldest degreed programs in social work.

BY ERIC VELASCO
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experience, whether it is from internships or 
volunteer work in the community. They have 
had a chance to work with families and chil-
dren. They know that community’s needs and 
its resources. That makes a difference.”

The Social Work Program appeals to people 
who want to make a difference in the lives of 
others, Mashego added.

“I knew I wanted to serve people but I did 
not know how I would do that,” says Mashego, 
a Montevallo native who entered UM with no 
declared major. A roommate’s sister, a Mon-
tevallo graduate who became a social worker in 
Shelby County, encouraged Mashego to look 
into the University’s program. After taking 
the introduction to social work class, she was 
hooked for life.

By matching internships and volunteer 
opportunities to the students’ career aspirations, 
the Social Work Program produces better-trained 
graduates. “We pride ourselves in being one of 
the best preparatory programs in the state for a 
Master of Social Work,” Newell says. “Nearly 
half of our graduates go on to pursue an MSW. 
People in the community know we are generating 
quality practitioners. That is part of our brand.” 

The internships and volunteer programs also 
play a crucial immediate role for local agencies, 
often stretched thin from state and private 
funding cuts. “Resources are tight,” Mashego says. 
“They’re helping those organizations in their mis-
sion to reach out and meet the needs of families.”

Montevallo’s Social Work Program was the 
first organized effort — not only in Alabama, but 

among one of the first in the nation — to under-
stand the needs of the rural poor and train people 
to address them. Although the number of areas of 
expertise has grown as the profession expanded, 
the program remains true to its original mission.

That mission is reflected in what the pro-
fessors teach in the classroom and how they 
organize field training, as well as the continued 
professional interest the faculty takes in students 
long after graduation.

“We are deeply committed to social justice in 
this program,” Newell commented. “We are deep-
ly committed to serving children and families and 
getting people out of impoverished lifestyles and 
into a better quality of life. It is a great profession-
al privilege for us as faculty to help students grow 
to do the work we feel so strongly about.” M

“The excitement of this area is still there even after retirement, and 
I wish I could begin all over again.” — Mel Robinson, ’52

Photo by Andrea Echols ’12
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Leading
by 

Learning

Great educators, regardless of their subject, can help other 
teachers learn how to more effectively engage students

and improve their educational success.
Jennifer Brown M.Ed. ’13 and 2015-2016 Alabama Teacher-of-the-Year 

BY ERIC VELASCO 

UM’s College of Education prepares
educators for real-world success
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AAn epiphany Jennifer Brown had during a grad-
uate-level class in UM’s College of Education 
later played a role in her being named Alabama 
Teacher-of-the-Year for 2015-2016.

While working on her master’s degree in 
Instructional Leadership in 2013, Brown’s class 
assignment was to observe teachers in various 
subjects and adapt their best practices. She 
viewed it as a chance to test her own methods for 
teaching science at Vestavia Hills High School.

But it led to a bigger realization that changed 
her career path: Great educators, regardless 
of their subject, can help other teachers learn 
how to more effectively engage students and 
improve their educational success.

Not long after graduation, Brown and another 
science teacher were discussing new teaching 
standards. Inspired in part by Brown’s experiences 
in the UM class, they created a teacher training 
program. Originally known as Rebel Rounds, the 
program is now called Leading by Learning.

“We put teachers together in small groups and 
they observe other teachers in their classrooms,” 
says Brown, who cited the program in her appli-
cation for the state award. “They are looking at 
different strategies, classroom management and 
assessing evidence of student learning.”

Approximately 70 teachers, roughly half the 
faculty at Vestavia High, have participated in 
the two-year-old program. Leading by Learning 
has spread to other schools in the city system 
and other school systems.

Whether they receive undergraduate or 
advanced degrees, the College of Education at 
UM prepares teachers and administrators for 
the modern educational landscape — from 

Photo by Matthew Orton

Photo by Corey Nolen
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changing curriculums, teacher-accountabil-
ity standards and testing, to dealing with an 
increasingly diverse student population.

“We pride ourselves on preparing educators 
who both understand theory and are grounded in 
the realities of today’s classroom,” says Dr. Anna 
McEwan, dean of the College of Education.

Teachers seeking initial certification are 
trained in Alabama-specific curricular programs 
such as the Alabama Math-Science Technology 
Initiative (AMSTI), Alabama Reading Initia-
tive, Alabama Online Instruction and Alabama 
Learning Exchange. Candidates at all levels 
become familiar with Alabama’s College- and 
Career-Ready Standards.

Ricardo Conte, who graduated in 2012 with 
a BS in elementary education, said the Univer-
sity prepared him for the changing testing and 
curriculum standards he already has encountered 
while teaching at Calera Middle School.

“It provided me with the knowledge to em-
brace them,” he says. “Montevallo recognizes the 
ever-changing look of today’s classroom. It pre-
pares graduates for the classroom of tomorrow.”

Other ways the school stays on the cutting 
edge include teaching computer coding and the 
latest methods to analyze testing data to improve 
classroom instruction, states Dean McEwan.

“Teacher candidates collect pre- and post-
test data during practice teaching in an actual 
classroom,” McEwan says. “They analyze and 
graft assessment results, delve into results for 
sub groups of learners and identify needs for 
future instruction. Advanced degree candidates 
in school leadership use actual student learning 
data from their respective school districts to 
identify gaps and make recommendations for 
professional development.”

The teaching landscape has changed con-
siderably since Racheal Simms graduated from 
Montevallo in 1992 with a BS in early child-
hood and elementary education. “The rate of 
change is not slowing any time soon,” she says.

Now a principal at Meadow View Elementary 
School in Alabaster, Simms lists several programs 
underway at her school to improve student test 
scores and meet new college- and career-readiness 
standards. Simms says her subsequent studies at 
Montevallo’s College of Education — Master’s, 
administrative certification and educational 
specialist degrees — help her today as she takes a 
leadership role implementing those changes.

“UM was a true stepping-stone for me and 
inspired me,” says Simms, a teacher for nine 
years, assistant principal for 12 and principal 

for three. “So many wonderful professors 
supported me throughout my education and 
encouraged me to continue.”

As for Brown, now in her 17th year of teach-
ing, Montevallo broadened her perspective on 
the educational system. It continues to inspire 
her. Both teens and teachers will be her focus 
after she completes her teacher-of-the-year 
obligations in 2016.

“I have seen so many cool strategies and 
ideas from other teachers that I am dying to 
get back into the classroom to my students,” 
Brown says. “Maybe I will teach half a day 
and be an instructional coach half a day. I love 
helping teachers. I think there is a connection 
you can have with teachers when you’re a 
teacher too.”

“Montevallo recognizes the ever-changing look of today’s classroom. It prepares
graduates for the classroom of tomorrow.” — Ricardo Conte, ’12

M
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on Europe
Text and photos by Dr. Becky Halliday,

 assistant professor of music

Concert Choir Takes
STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Bratislava, Slovakia

Budapest, Hungary

Church of St. Lawrence, Hodonín, Czech Republic
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Thanks to a generous donation from local or-
ganization, the Montevallo Arts Council, I was 
fortunate to be able to attend this trip as a docu-
mentarian. As such, I collected video recordings, 
still pictures and participant interviews to be 
archived by the University. Throughout the trip, 
parents, friends and colleagues were able to fol-
low us using Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
Not only did I maintain a social media presence, 
but others on the trip also uploaded pictures and 
posted status updates to these various web sites. 
Hundreds of photographs and hours of video 
and audio recordings will hopefully provide a 
comprehensive view of the first European tour 
by the University of Montevallo Concert Choir.

As I glance through these pictures, I am 
reminded not only of the beautiful choir per-
formances, but also the remarkable experiences 
planned for us by Sechrist Travel, including an 
evening dinner cruise along the Vlatava River, a 
tour of the Hungarian Opera House, and numer-
ous walking tours around the cities that we visited. 
Students marveled at the sights, smells and tastes 
of the various cultures that we encountered. 

Most importantly, the choir made beautiful 
music wherever we went, from intimate concert 
halls to enormous, ornate cathedrals. Assistant 
Professor of Music, Dr. Melinda Doyle prepared  

beautiful performances of American music that 
were enthusiastically received by their audiences, 
including a spiritual arrangement by Moses 
Hogan performed by Dr. Roderick George, 
professor of music. Throughout the trip, the 
music was the centerpiece, from impromptu 
piano performances in airports to singing in the 
rain on the streets of Prague. The purpose of 
the trip was always clear — sharing American 
music with people of other cultures.

As a traveler on the perimeter of the choral 
activities that were the centerpiece of the tour, I 
marveled at the professionalism and enthusiasm 
of the Concert Choir. The students consistently 
sang stellar performances, regardless of the hectic 
itinerary. As ambassadors of the University, they 
represented both the University and the State of 
Alabama with the utmost decorum. The group 
received formal invitations to perform at St. 
Michael’s Cathedral, Peterkirche and Votivkirche 
in Vienna and the Church of St. Lawrence in 
Hodonín, Czech Republic, where the mayor 
hosted a reception in the choir’s honor. The 
evening concert in Hodonín was attended by 

people from the small town and its surrounding 
area, who responded to the beautiful music with 
enthusiastic ovations.

Many times since the trip, I have heard stu-
dents remark about how thankful they were for 
the opportunity to experience such a life-chang-
ing event. Dr. Doyle worked tirelessly to ensure 
that the choir members who wished to go on 
the trip had opportunities to raise the necessary 
funds for travel. These students performed 
benefit concerts, worked at the University’s 
call center, received private donations — one 
gentleman even sold baked goods! The prepara-
tion for the tour included extensive rehearsals, 
numerous benefit concerts and complicated 
logistical issues, but I believe all involved would 
go through it again for another chance to see 
the world through the lens of music.

The University of Montevallo Concert Choir has a long-standing tradition of 
excellence. In May of 2015, this elite ensemble embarked upon a European tour 
that took them from Prague, Czech Republic, to Vienna, Austria. Stops in between 
included Hodonín, Czech Republic; Budapest, Hungary; and Eisenstadt, Austria. 
During their 10-day journey, the group, under the direction of Dr. Melinda Doyle,  
performed 11 concerts in prestigious venues such as Hlahal Concert Hall and  
St. Vitus Cathedral in Prague, St. Michael’s Church in Budapest and St. Stephen’s 
Cathedral in Vienna.

“Our choral program has been greatly enriched by 
this opportunity.” — Dr. Melinda Doyle

St. Peter’s Church, Vienna, Austria

Vienna, Austria
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GUEST ESSAY

1938 Wilda Lee Johns 
Page, of Opp, 

celebrated her 100th birthday  
on Nov. 2.

1972 Gene Garza of 
Montevallo has 

completed a 1980s history of the 
University of Montevallo entitled 
The Modern Mafia.

1978 Margretta “Greta” 
S. Lambert held 

the lead in the Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning play Driving Miss Daisy at 
the Alabama Shakespeare Festival 
in Montgomery. She has enjoyed 

success as an actress playing 
memorable roles at the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival and around 
the country.

1980 Lisa Thomas 
Armstrong and 

Andrea Conwell Butcke, former 
UM roommates, traveled to 
Rwanda together in June with the 
organization, Rwanda Children. 
They distributed water filters, 
trained teachers and assisted with 
other initiatives for the organiza-
tion. Thomas resides in Trussville 
and Butcke lives in Calera.

Frances Crapet will be inducted 
into the 2016 class of the Alabama 
High School Sports Hall of Fame 
in March 2016 in Montgomery. 
Crapet coached at Berry-Hoover 
in 1984 and moved to John Car-
roll Catholic High School in 1986, 
where she coached volleyball and 
softball and served as athletic 
director since 2014. She is also a 
Eucharistic minister at Our Lady 
of the Lake Church in Pell City. 

1982 Dr. Charlotte Hes-
ter accepted the 

position of assistant professor of 
music at the University of Mobile.

1983 Dr. Yvette Fer-
guson Keel was 

elected as District 6 School Board 
Member of the Liberty County, 
Georgia, School Board in June 
2015. She is also currently serving 
as the Georgia President of Alpha 
Delta Kappa Honorary Organiza-
tion for Women Educators.

1988 Tracy Morant 
Adams has been 

promoted to Executive Vice 
President and Small Business and 
Community Development Direc-
tor of Renasant Bank, based in 
Birmingham. Morant Adams sits 

CLASS NOTES

A Writer’s Journey
by Lev Headley ’14

Photo by Matthew Orton
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on the Board of Directors for the 
United Way of Central Alabama, 
the YWCA of Central Alabama 
and the Women’s Fund of Greater 
Birmingham. 

1992 Becky Birdsong, 
of Hartford, was 

named Superintendent-of-the-year 
by School Superintendents of 
Alabama District III. Birdsong 
taught elementary school for 14 
years, was a school principal for 
five years and has served Geneva 
County as superintendent  
since 2012. 

Ava Morton has been named 
principal at Tuscaloosa Career 
and Technology Academy. She 
previously served as director of 
career technical education in the 
Clarke County School System. 

1995 Jasyn Fowler took 
home Best Actor at 

the Joe Jefferson Theatre Awards 
in Mobile for his performance of 
Into the Woods. 

1998 Julie Foster accepted  
a position at Demop-

olis Middle School teaching eighth 
grade English and language arts. 

1999 Dr. Armentress D. 
Robinson M.Ed. 

’02, ’08 has been hired as the 
assistant principal for Jonesboro 
Elementary School, the largest 
elementary school in the Bessemer 
City Schools district. She began 
her new assignment in August. 

2000 Julie Elkins was 
named Senior 

Sales Director at EPremium Insur-
ance. She is the outgoing President 
of the UM Junior Alumni Board 
and resides in Birmingham. 

2001 Julie Wehby Little 
was named head 

girls soccer coach for Albertville 
High School. She was previously 
the coach of the Collinsville 2013 
Class 1A-4A boys state champion-
ship team. She is also a counselor 
at Albertville Primary School. 

Dr. Alicia Gibbs Menifee M.S. ’03 
received her Doctorate of Education 
in speech-language pathology from 
Nova Southeastern University in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. She is a 
Speech-Language Pathologist in the 
Fairfield City School District and 
lives in Bessemer.

When I first came to Montevallo as a 
freshman, I felt like the world had gotten a 
bit bigger and I had grown right along with 

it. I felt that way throughout my years as a student — I 
would meet someone, or learn something, or find some-
thing new, and the world would seem larger than it had 
been before. Those experiences constantly reminded 
me that I still had so much to learn, but I was growing 
as a person each day and I was glad of that. It made me 
feel brave. Apparently, if you add to that bravery a bit 
of chance and an impulsive Google search, you end up 
with plane tickets bound for Reykjavik, Iceland.

NES is an international artist’s 
residency, one of a few in Iceland. I 
found it on a long list of residencies, 
drank a big cup of coffee and put in 
my application, sure that I couldn’t 
compete with countless others who 
were applying from all over the world. 
Then, three weeks later, I was accept-
ed. I needed another cup of coffee. 

Many people can probably relate to 
the feeling of sitting in an uncomfort-
able chair, in a room full of strangers, and reading your 
work out loud for the very first time. It’s horrifying. I’ll 
never forget my first critique — the fear and embarrass-
ment and overwhelming relief of finally hearing “this 
is good work.” It felt just the same, submitting that 
packet to a committee alongside countless other writers 
who were, I was certain, far more skilled than I was and 
then hearing “this is good work.”

I thought I had a decent idea of what to expect. 
The language, the weather, even the constant shifting 
of when the day began and ended — I’d expected 

those things, and I adjusted. What I hadn’t expected, 
and what I certainly wouldn’t have thought would 
affect me as much as it did, was the absence of trees.

Skagaströnd is right on the coast — on either side 
of this tiny fishing village, there is the ocean or the 
vast expanse of pastureland. It seems to go on forever. 
Soon after my arrival, I took a walk out to the coast 
with another resident. Something felt off. There 
wasn’t a single tree. It gave me a beautiful uninter-
rupted view, a horizon that seemed farther away than 
it should have. There was no way for me to estimate 
the scale of things, or the distance. It wasn’t simply a 

matter of missing familiarity; sudden-
ly, the world had gotten larger again 
but this time, I was smaller for it. 

I felt strangely hollowed out by 
it; it was uncomfortable in a way 
that went beyond being alone in an 
unfamiliar place. It was a physical 
reminder that I had no anchor in this 
place, no roots. Every day, I walked 
along the coast with other writers and 
artists. Many of them were feeling just 

as out of place as I was. While the locals were very 
hospitable, the land itself seemed to be keeping us 
separate and, because of that, facilitating something 
between us. I met writers from Canada and Palestine 
and Finland, sound artists and sculptors from Norway 
and Austria. We came from all over and were different 
in so many ways, yet we still shared something among 
us, some creative drive that led us to a small fishing 
village on the Icelandic coast. Just like it had during 
my time at Montevallo, my world grew with the 
addition of these people. And so did I.

“...suddenly, the 
world had gotten 
larger again but 
this time, I was 
smaller for it.”
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CLASS NOTES

2002 Philip Ohnemus 
has joined KULR-

8 in Billings, Montana, as the news 
director. He was most recently a 
producer, engineer and reporter at 
WIAT CBS 42 in Birmingham. 

Sara-Margaret Cates has 
accepted the position of drama 
and theatre director at Tuscaloosa 
Academy. Cates was most recently 
the assistant to the vice president 
for advancement at The Universi-
ty of Alabama, where she earned 
her Master’s degree. 

2003 C.J. Robinson, 
of Clanton, was 

awarded the Larry E. Smith 
Award for 2015 Assistant District 
Attorney of the Year. Robinson 
was recognized for his outstanding 
leadership in prosecuting cases 
and managing attorneys for the 
19th Judicial Circuit, serving 
Elmore, Autauga and Chilton 
counties. Robinson received his 
J.D. from Mississippi College 
School of Law in 2006. 

Lis Lester Donaldson M.Ed. is 
the seventh and eighth grade cho-
ral music teacher at Coppinville 
Middle School in Enterprise. She 
has previously taught at Enter-
prise State Community College, 
Faulkner University and Saint 
James School. 

2004 Ashley Waid was 
named interim 

CEO of the Tuscaloosa YMCA. 
She was formerly an elementary 
school teacher in Bibb County 
before serving as the Tuscaloosa 
YMCA wellness director and 
associate executive director. 

2005 Lauren Wright 
M.Ed. has accept-

ed a position as history instructor 
at Northwest-Shoals Community 
College and resides in Tuscumbia.

2006 Eric Browne, of 
Mobile, was hon-

ored at the Joe Jefferson Theatre 
Awards for directing the winning 
production of the season, Into  
the Woods. 

2007 Suzanne Dick-
inson M.Ed. has 

accepted the position of counselor at 
Central High School Coosa County. 
She graduated with her Master of 
Arts in School Counseling from UM.

2008 Joel Dixon M.Ed. 
has been named 

the new principal of Calera High 
School. He was previously the 
principal at Vincent Middle 
School and assistant principal at 
Calera High School. 

2009 Kyle Beason has 
been appointed 

as the 2015-2016 treasurer of the 
Alabama Society of CPAs Mobile 
Chapter. 

Clent Davis, co-founder of the 
UM fishing team, is currently a 
professional fisherman with the 
Fishing League Worldwide Tour. 

Brooke Dennis M.Ed. was 
chosen as Thompson High School 
Teacher-of-the-Year. She has been 
teaching broadcast, journalism 
and theatre at THS for nine years. 

2010 Megan Daniel is 
teaching abroad 

with the Japan Exchange and 
Teaching Programme. She is liv-
ing in Montevallo’s sister-city of 
Echizen, Japan. She was formerly 
a substitute teacher in Montevallo 
and Alabaster. 

2011 Sasha Baker 
M.Ed., Ed. S. ’12 

has most recently been promoted to 
principal of Forest Oaks Elemen-
tary School in Chelsea. She was 
previously assistant principal at Oak 
Mountain Intermediate School. 

Jay Beard, of Guntersville, has 
accepted a position as a staff writer 
for the Sand Mountain Reporter. 
He was previously a staff writer at 
the Arab Tribune. 

2012 Hannah Adamson 
is now working at 

the Birmingham Museum of Art, 
along with other UM Alumni 
including Suzanne Voce Stephens 
’84, Priscilla Tapio ’83, Lindsey 
Butler Hammel ’09, 

Tenisha Hicks ’11, Carrie Barber 
McGrann ’99, Spencer Shoults 
’01, Cierra Floyd ’11, Susan 
Poplin Barclay ’95 and current 
student Dylan McGrann ’17. 

2013 Jennifer Brown 
M.Ed. was 

announced as the 2015-2016 Ala-
bama Teacher-of-the-Year. During 
her year of service, Brown has 
served as the official spokesperson 
and representative for teachers in 
Alabama. She is in her 17th year of 
teaching and has been an applied 
physical science teacher at Vestavia 
Hills High School since 2002.

Kaylyn Liner was the featured 
artist at the Isabel Anderson 
Comer Museum in Sylacauga 
during the month of July. 

2014 Devon Davis, 
former UM base-

ball player, spent a stint during 
the 2015 season playing with the 
Birmingham Barons. He signed 
with the Chicago White Sox 
organization in 2014, and he and 
his fiancée reside in Birmingham.

2015 Joseph Schill 
M.Ed. has accept-

ed a position teaching English at 
Greenville High School. 

Troran Brown is currently 
playing basketball in Europe with 
Spars Sarajevo of Bosina. Brown 
was named Peach Belt Player-of-
the-Year in both his junior and 
senior seasons at UM.

WEDDINGS 

1994 Lutavia Taylor 
Heaton and Ronnie 

Clemons were married on June 
25. The couple resides in Alabaster 
where Ronnie teaches Honors 
Chemistry and Forensics and Luta-
via works for Motus Motorcycles. 

2007 Candice Flow and 
Julie Gurak ’08 

were married on Saturday, Aug. 1. 
After a honeymoon to Alaska, the 
couple now resides in Calera. Julie 
is a nurse at Children’s Hospital and 
Candice is in medical sales. Both 
are UM women’s soccer alumnae. 

2014 Ashley Patillo and 
Will Hasenbein 

’13 were married on Saturday, 
Sept. 26. Ashley will graduate 
from UM with her M.Ed. in May 
2016, and Will graduated with a 
M.A. in English in December. 

BIRTHS 

1996 Anita Browning 
and her husband 

welcomed the birth of their 
daughter Stella Pearl Hayden, 
Sept. 30, 2014. The family resides 
in San Francisco, California, 
where Anita teaches ESL.

2001 Ashley Mantooth 
Chance and her 

husband Jason celebrated the birth 
of their second daughter, Kyleigh 
Ashtyn, Feb. 17. Big sister Kayson 
welcomed the new arrival to the 
Chance home in Woodstock. 
Ashley is a fifth grade teacher for 
Homewood City Schools. 

2008 Kelly Higgin-
botham Curry 

and her husband Lance ’07 
welcomed the birth of their 
daughter, Ellison “Ella” Grace, 
April 13. The family resides in 
Birmingham. 

Britney Young Dickson ’08 and 
her husband John, of Montevallo, 
are pleased to announce the birth 
of their second daughter, Mary 
Ruth, Nov. 10, 2014. Mary Ruth 
was welcomed home by her big 
sister Cecilia.

2003 Tammera Hill 
Bullard M.Ed. 

’08 and her husband Tim ’07 
celebrated the birth of their first 
child, Belle Elizabeth, July 1. 

2012 Micah Martin 
Wade M.Ed. 

and her husband Jeff welcomed 
the birth of their son, Nathaniel 
Jeffrey Alan, March 11. Big sisters 
Haley, Samantha and Nikki wel-
comed their baby brother to their 
home in Sylvan Springs.
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DEATHS 

1932 Edna Steele-Bell 
Aman, of Eutaw, 

passed away at the age of 102. She 
taught school for 27 years, and 
was a member of Delta Kappa 
Gamma honorary teacher’s orga-
nization for 25 years.

1937 Laura Graham 
Schwarz of Blairs-

ville, Georgia, passed away July 
9. She was a volunteer at a local 
nursing home and was named the 
Georgia Volunteer-of-the-Year  
in 2005. 

1938 Rosalie Tutwiler 
McCool, 97, of 

Greensboro, died Aug. 3. She 
taught English and Social Studies 
in the Decatur School System for 
18 years. She also served as presi-
dent of United Methodist Women. 

Elizabeth Donald Granade, 97, 
of Pine Apple, passed away July 31. 

She was a retired schoolteacher. 
She and her husband served in 
Alabama Baptist churches for 
more than 50 years.

1943 Nancy Nicholson- 
Power Carr passed 

away in November. She was a 
school teacher in Anniston for 15 
years. She and her husband later 
retired to Fairhope, where they 
were very active in the community.

1945 Virginia Lochridge 
Pletz, 93, of Min-

neapolis, Minnesota, passed away 
May 26. She was a retired social 
worker for the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Human Resources.

1948 Helen June 
Taylor, 86, died 

Oct. 19. She was a charter member 
and past regent of the Warrior 
Rivers Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution. She 
authored several articles and books 
on family history projects.  

1951 Emmie Alice Nall 
Underwood, 85, of 

Dothan, died Aug. 18 after a long 
battle with Alzheimer’s. She was an 
office manager for the local office 
of Congressman Bill Dickinson 
for more than 19 years. She was a 
longtime member of the Lafayette 
Street United Methodist Church.

Mary Gilmer, 85, of Dadeville, 
died Aug. 22. She was director and 
teacher at Grace United Methodist 
Church Nursery School for many 
years and also owned her own nurs-
ery in Auburn. She was a member 
of Lake Martin Baptist Church.

1953 Amy Grace 
Guindon, 84, of 

Daphne, passed away May 8. 
She was a restaurant owner and 
local leader of the 4-H club and 
Fairhope Homemaker’s Club. She 
was also a member of Fairhope 
Christian Church.  

Mary Cecil Forbus, 84, of Gulf-
port, Mississippi, died Aug. 11. 

She served as a dietitian for UM 
and Auburn University and was 
a former director of food services 
for the Harrison County Schools 
in Mississippi. She was a member 
of the American Dietetic Associ-
ation and president of the Pilots 
Club International in Columbus, 
Mississippi. 

1957 Ester Mizzell 
Chesser, 88, 

of Chelsea, died Nov. 1. She 
taught at Chelsea Elementary 
for 44 years. She was also an 
active member of Liberty Baptist 
Church for more than 70 years. 

Annette M. Sullivan, 76, of Tus-
caloosa, passed away May 5, 2012. 
She was a teacher in the Tuscaloo-
sa School System and later served 
as an adjunct professor at The 
University of Alabama. 

1958 Sarah (Sadie) Ann 
Deweese-Haines, 

80, of Cantonment, Florida, passed 
away in July. She was a speech  

February 5
Lacrosse inaugural game, 5 p.m., UM  
Lacrosse/Track and Field Stadium, FREE 

February 6
Athletics Hall of Fame Banquet, 5:45 p.m., 
Anna Irvin Dining Hall, $30* 

February 12 &13
Homecoming “If They Could See Us Now,” 
all day, University of Montevallo, some 
events require tickets* 

March 11
Pattin/MacCrae Duo Piano — Pattin 
Piano Fund Benefit, 7:30 p.m., Lebaron 
Recital Hall, $25 

March 18
Jefferson County Alumni Art Auction,  
6-8 p.m., Homewood Library, FREE 

March 18-20
Clybourne Park, March 18-20, 7:30 p.m., 
March 20, 2 p.m., Reynolds Studio  
Theatre, $20 

April
BFA Student Art Exhibitions, April 3-7, 
10-14, 17-21 and 24-28, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Bloch Hall Gallery, FREE

Spring Awakening, April 15-16 and 21-24, 
7:30 p.m., April 17 and 24, 2 p.m., Reynolds 
Studio Theatre, $20

April 9
UM The Big Event, 8 a.m., Montevallo

April 14-17
Così Fan Tutte, April 14-16, 7:30 p.m., 
April 17, 2 p.m., Lebaron Recital Hall, $20

April 17
Art for Your Ears: Jazz on the Green,  
7:30 p.m., UM Amphitheater, FREE

April 28
River Region Alumni Event, time TBD, Ala-
bama Shakespeare Festival, “Driving Miss 
Daisy” featuring Greta Lambert ’78, $25*

May 7
Spring Commencement, 9 a.m.,  
Flowerhill Lawn

Attend a Falcons 
athletic event in 
your area!

www.montevallofalcons.com

*Registration required

www.montevallo.edu/upcoming-events

Upcoming Events
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pathologist in the Escambia Coun-
ty school system and was an active 
member of Alpha Delta Kappa.

1961 Melvin Bedford, 
77, of Vestavia 

Hills, died June 10. He served 
in the U.S. Army until he was 
honorably discharged in 1962.  
He worked for the City of Bir-
mingham, was a member of the 
Ensley Rotary Club and was also 
a deacon at Central Park-Ensley 
Presbyterian Church.

Barbara Fay Eddins, of Dixie, 
died June 30. She was a biology 
and physical education teacher. She 
was active in her church’s disaster 
relief effort and the YMCA. She 
is survived by her husband, UM 
alumna James A. Eddins Jr. ’61, 
of Rock Creek, and daughter, UM 
alumna Daisy ’85.

1963 Larry Wilbern 
Platt, 74, of Bir-

mingham, passed away Aug. 16, 
2014 in Marietta, Georgia. He is 
survived by his wife, UM alumna 
Bonnie Platt ’63. 

1970 Mary Dianne 
McKinnon-Bur-

nett, of Alexander City, died Sept. 
16. She was a member of Asbury 
United Methodist Church.

1972 Everett D. Stiger, 
81, of Lacey’s 

Springs, died July 20. He retired 
from the Huntsville City School 
System in 1998 after teaching 
for more than 40 years. He was 
a Master Mason and a member 
of Union Grove Lodge #320 for 
more than 50 years. 

1974 Jeanette Merija-
nian, of Huntsville, 

died Oct. 27. She was a nurse and 
author and also worked in student 
health services at UM. She was 
an active member of Covenant 
Presbyterian Church. 

1975 Robert Eugene 
Weir, of Clanton, 

died Aug. 7. He held two U.S. 
patents and owned Vintage 
Verbena Antiques. He worked as 
head of industrial sales for Good 
Luck Glove Company and later 
as a safety consultant for logging 
operations in Central Alabama.

1977 Laura Jean May, 
60, of Helena, died 

June 20. She retired as vice presi-
dent of Mailsouth in 2003.

1981 Warren Marshall 
Ringsdorf, 57, of 

Brewton, died Aug. 2. He owned 
Ringsdorf Chiropractic Center 

and was an active member of 
Grace Fellowship Church  
in Atmore.  

1988 Charles Whitney 
Glasscock, of 

Cullman, died Aug. 18. He served 
in the U.S. Army for two years 
prior to graduating from UM.

1990 Wendy Jill Forrest 
Bryan, 50, of 

Thorsby, passed away on Nov. 25. 
She was a teacher at Thorsby Ele-
mentary School. She is survived by 
her husband Dwaine Bryan ’90. 

Susan Lockwood-Sharp Mont-
gomery, of Dothan, died Aug. 
24. She was a graphic designer 
and art teacher. Much of her later 
career was spent volunteering 
with the American Red Cross and 
Crisis Pregnancy Center.

1992 William (Bill) 
Henry Cleino, 

66, of Tuscaloosa, died Oct. 23. 
He worked as a metallurgist for 
12 years and served in the Air 
National Guard of Alabama as 
an F-4 fighter pilot for 22 years.  
After going back to school for his 
Master’s degree, he taught mathe-
matics at Tarrant Middle School, 
Heflin High School and Gadsden 
State Community College.

1997 John McCaleb 
Fay, 42, of Hunts-

ville, passed away in July. He was 
a computer programmer with 
Totally Infused, Inc. 

2002 Vera Elizabeth 
Deweese-Walker, 

35, of Montevallo, passed away 
unexpectedly on Aug. 24. She 
had a successful political career, 
serving on the Alabama Legisla-
ture and several campaign staffs. 
Survivors include her husband, 
Matt Walker ’02.

2014 Essie Renee  
Underwood, 

passed away on Sept. 29. She 
worked in the UM Physical Plant 
and was a dedicated member of 
Alpha Delta Pi sorority.

CONDOLENCES 
To the family of former UM 
Board of Trustees member Roy 
Walter Owens, of Centreville, 
who passed away Oct. 24. He was 
the first State Farm agent in Bibb 
County and retired after 47 years. 
He was a member of the Masons, 
the Shriners, the American Red 
Cross and a past president of the 
Kiwanis Club. He also served in 
the U.S. Army during the Korean 
War and served in the State 
House of Representatives and the 
Alabama State Senate.  

To the family of  Dr. Hendrik 
van Tuyll, 100, who passed away 
July 21. Van Tuyll was professor 
emeritus of religion and philos-
ophy. A beloved member of the 
UM community, he taught from 
1966 until his retirement in 1980.

Do you have a non-teaching
undergraduate degree and
a desire to teach?

UM’s Alternative Class A
education master’s degree
program may be for you!

Learn more at www.montevallo.edu/grad

Improve the future. 
    Become a teacher. We want to hear 

from you!
Send your updates to: 

today@montevallo.edu
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Friday, February 12
 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Class of 1956 Registration .............................................................................Ramsay Hall 121
 1-4 p.m. UMNAA Board of Directors Meeting ...........................Wallace Speech & Hearing Center 100
 1:45 p.m. UM Board of Trustees Meeting ........................................................Reynolds Hall Merrill Room
 2-4 p.m. Class of 1956 Registration .............................................................................Ramsay Hall 121
  Class of 1966 Registration ...........................................................................Reynolds Hall 114
 5-6 p.m. *Class of 1966 Reception ..............................................................................Montevallo Room
 6 p.m. *Class of 1966 Dinner ...............................................................................Reynolds Hall Lobby
  UMNAA Distinguished Alumnus Dinner (by invitation) ............................Anna Irvin Dining Hall
 7 p.m. *College Night Productions ...........................................................................Palmer Auditorium

Saturday, February 13
 8-11 a.m. Alumni Coffee & Registration ................................................................................Reynolds Hall
  “Montevallo Charm” Bracelet Sales ......................................................................Reynolds Hall
 9-10:30 a.m. Junior Alumni Board of Directors Meeting ..................................Farmer Hall Multimedia Room
 9 a.m.-6 p.m.  UM Bookstore Open (25% discount for alumni on one logo item) .......................Main Street
 9:30-11 a.m.  *Minority Alumni Brunch “Mingling with Mimosas” ................Stewart Student Retreat Center
 10-11:30 a.m. Vintage Purples Alumni Brunch ....................................................................................Wills 201
 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Library Open House to view yearbooks and College Night material ........................................... 
   .......................................................................................................................Carmichael Library
 12-2 p.m. *Homecoming Awards & Recognition Luncheon ...................................Anna Irvin Dining Hall
  ●	Distinguished Alumnus & Nathalie Molton Gibbons Alumni Achievement Awards
  ●	Honored Classes & Introductions
  ●	UMNAA Business & Installation of Officers
 2-4 p.m. 1956 Class Reunion and Photo .....................................................................Ramsay Hall 106
  1966 Class Reunion and Photo .......................................................................Main Hall Lobby
  Alabama College Society Meeting ..................................................Reynolds Hall Merrill Room
  Purple & Gold Basketball Game .......................................................................Myrick Hall Gym
 4:30-5:30 p.m. *1976 Class Reunion and Photo .....................................................Reynolds Hall Front Lobby 
  *1986 Class Reunion and Photo ..................................................... Reynolds Hall Rear Lobby 
  *1996 Class Reunion and Photo .................................................................Reynolds Hall 114
 4–5:00 p.m. *2006 Class Reunion and Photo ............................Fox and Pheasant Inn, 540 Shelby Street
 5–6:30 p.m. *Young Alumni Event ................................................Fox and Pheasant Inn, 540 Shelby Street
 7 p.m. *College Night Productions ...........................................................................Palmer Auditorium

Sunday, February 14

 10:30 a.m.–2 p.m. *Caf Serves Brunch (ticket required).......................................................Anna Irvin Dining Hall

* Event requires ticket purchase. Schedule subject to change.

If They COuld
See Us NOw 

2016  HOMECOMING 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

ADDITIONAL EVENTS
AND INFORMATION

For a complete schedule of events
and information about activities for  

children age 5 and up, visit
www.montevallo.edu/homecoming

PICK UP YOUR ALUMNI TICKETS 
FOR COLLEGE NIGHT

Beginning Feb. 1, you may pick up 
your tickets in the Office of  

Advancement and Alumni Affairs in 
Reynolds Hall Monday-Friday from  

8 a.m.-5 p.m. You will also be able to 
pick up your tickets at a “Will Call” 

 table set up in Palmer Hall  
Thurs., Feb. 11 and Fri., Feb. 12 

from 6:30-7:30 p.m. or 
Sat., Feb. 13 from 6-8 p.m.
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ALUMNI EVENTS

Olympics Day 2015
The 48th Annual Olympics Day and Coming Home Weekend was 
held Oct. 9-10 in conjunction with Founders’ Day. 

The Golf Tournament kicked off the weekend’s events on Friday at the 
Montevallo Golf Course. Ending the day, golfers and friends gathered 
at the Stewart Student Retreat where winners were recognized. The 
Special Events Committee, under the direction of Matt Arnold ’93, 
also acknowledged Paul Doran ’68 for his continued involvement in 
heading up the annual golf tournament. Proceeds from this annual 
event benefit the Student Athlete Advisory Committee.

On the following Saturday, the McChesney Student Activity Center 
was abuzz with activity. The Junior Alumni Board organized the day’s 
first event — the Hope Bryant Smith Memorial 5K and 1-mile fun run. 
Proceeds from this event are contributed to the endowed scholarship 
bearing Hope’s name. 

A sea of student athletes cheered 5K runners and fun run partici-
pants across the finish line. Certificates and medals were presented 
to the three male and female winners by the Junior Alumni Board. 

A newer addition to the Olympics Day schedule of events is the disc golf 
tournament. Disc golf joins tennis and racquetball as some of the offer-
ings of the Friends of Athletics’ Coming Home Weekend. For children in 
attendance, the grounds of the SAC were covered with inflatables, corn 
hole toss and other activities, including treats by Kona Ice. 

The final event on Saturday was the second annual Greek Alumni 
Reunion held at the University Lake. The highlight of the cookout 
was the induction ceremony of the first four members into the James 
Wilkinson Greek Loyalty Hall of Fame. Inaugural inductees included: 
Fred Crawford ’68 for Alpha Tau Omega (Sigmas); Theresa Pritchett 
’83 for Phi Mu; Kit Waters ’78 for Chi Omega; and Angela Hernandez 
(posthumous) for Alpha Gamma Delta. 

Stephanie Shaw ’93, VP for Alumni Clubs, who cofounded the Greek 
Alumni Club and organized the event said, “The Greek Alumni Reunion 
is a great opportunity to come back to campus and spend time with 
old friends. This year we were able to recognize some dedicated 
alumni with the James Wilkinson Greek Loyalty Hall of Fame Award. 
This award recognizes Dean Wilkinson for his contribution to the  
efforts to establish the Greek system at UM. Those alumni and others 
recognized by this award have spent countless hours volunteering 
with UM Greek clubs and have positively influenced thousands of 
alumni along the way.”
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6 7

8 9 10

12

11

1 Alpha Gamma Delta alumni  
at the Greek Alumni Reunion;  
2 Olympics Day Golf Tournament 
participants; 3 Winners of the 
Hope Bryant Smith Memorial 5K; 4 
The naming of the Mary Lou Elder 
Williams Alumnus Loyalty Award. 
Jalete Nelms ’90, VP for Awards; 
Betty Walker ’75, Loyalty Award 
recipient; Mary Lou’s sister, Lea 
Ann Webb, and mother, Pat Elder; 
Dr. Tracy Rockco ’94, Director 
of Alumni Affairs; and Dr. Mike 
Malone ’69, National Alumni 
Association President; 5 Greek 
Hall of Fame inductees; 6 Alumni 
at the Fort Worth Botanic Gardens; 
7 Jefferson County Alumni Club/
Junior Alumni Board Night at the 
Ballpark with the Birmingham 
Barons; 8 Cynthia Todd ’88 (left), 
President of the Minority Alumni 
Club, presents an award at a mixer 
at Cantina Laredo; 9 Eddie Baker 
’04, Tiffany Bunt ’00 and Jordan 
Hutchison ’10 at the Tennessee 
Valley Area Back-to-School Kickoff 
at Lowe Mill; 10 Washington D.C. 
area alumni enjoy a reception 
at the office of Amos Snead ’02; 
11 Attendees of the Junior Board 
Spring Soirée held at Good People 
Brewing show off their prizes; 
12 Junior Board President-Elect, 
Jeff Purvis ’02, and President, 
Julie Elkins ’00, present awards 
at the Junior Alumni Board Tenth 
Anniversary celebration at the Bir-
mingham Zoo; 13 Women’s Soccer 
Team alumni reunite to celebrate 
20 years of soccer at UM.13

Alumni participated in many 
events, from a night at the
ballpark to Olympics Day, 

throughout the summer and fall.

Photo by Andrea Echols ’12

Photo by Andrea Echols ’12
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The wait is over...

University of Montevallo Athletics

Announces the Inaugural Game of
UM Women’s Lacrosse

Please join us for this historic event for our
campus and our community.

Friday, February 5, 2016
University of Montevallo

Lacrosse/Track and Field Stadium

4 p.m. — Pre-game festivities
5 p.m. — University of Montevallo vs. Point University

Full season schedule:
www.montevallofalcons.com




