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College Night - Gold Victory

Congratulations 
to the following 
Honors students 

who helped lead Gold Side 
to win the annual College 
Night competition!

Artistic Team
Lauren Brown

Athletics
Mara Miller

Elizabeth Rhinehart
Colton Vaughn

Business
Nicky Rivers

Cabinet
Morgan Alford

Justice Allen
Maggie Jo Benson

Lauren Brown

Mary Haynes Furman
Ryan Howard
Brinkley Jones

Michayla Moody
Nicky Rivers
Marlee Webb

Cast
Justice Allen

Maggie Jo Benson
Ryan Howard

EmCat O’Steen 
Savannah Willard

Costumes, Hair, Makeup
Mary Haynes Furman

Orchestra
Lily Dickinson
Gabe Gannon

Mary Light
Michayla Moody

Photography 
and Videography

Marlee Webb

Pit Chorus
Abigail Betts
Zelma Cable

Morgan Gothard
Elaina McBride
Elizabeth Moore

Production
Justice Allen
Hannah Bell

Maggie Jo Benson 
Ryan Howard 

Public Relations
Morgan Alford

Spirit Chair
Brinkley Jones

      Ryan Howard and Hannah Bell                     Morgan Alford and Brinkley Jones
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A College Night Reflection - Gold Side

The beauty of Gold 
Side productions have 
traditionally  stemmed 

from symphonic melodies and 
intricately staged dance numbers.  
It was evident that Gold Side would 
again give everything and more to 
dazzle the crowd with pure talent 
and creativity this year. Honors 
students contributed to the Gold 
Side success, participating in 
various leadership and supporting 

roles leading up to homecoming 
and throughout college night. 
   This year’s production, “A Very 
Notti Musical,” was a classic tale of 
Robin Hood with a twist. The show 
began with the orchestra setting 
the mood. When the curtains were 
drawn back, we were greeted by 
our first characters, the Merry 
Men, and a beautiful set that 
brought the town of Nottingham 

(the ‘Ham) to life. The dynamic trio 
showed off their vocal talent and 
engaged the audience with pitch 
perfect harmonies. In the ‘Ham, 
the rich were getting richer and 
the poor even poorer. Their only 
hope was placed in the hands of the 
Robin Hood, a seemingly honest, 
caring individual who worked on 
behalf of the people, and whose 
true nature would later be unveiled.
   Of course no classic tale would be 
complete without a gal falling for 
a guy and vice versa, but this love 
story seemed one-sided. The “hero”, 
self-absorbed and prideful, enjoyed 
everything about Maid Marian, but 
his actions showed his disregard 
for her feelings. This one-sided 
exchange put our leading lady in a 
position to accept Robin for who 
he was or give up on him entirely. 
In the end, Marian would save the 
people of the ‘Ham, with honesty 
and valor. The sheriff ’s crookedness 
was exposed, and the people of the 
town had an optimistic future.
   As a new Gold, I was wowed by 
the elegance, class, creativity, and 
poise displayed on stage by Gold 
Side. One of my favorite parts was 
circling up and absorbing all of the 
excitement: “We are a symphony 
with our hearts in perfect harmony. 
We’ll make a melody that we can’t 
make separately.” These words 
resonated with me because I felt 

like more than just a student, 
another body in the circle. I felt 
joy, warmth, acceptance, and chills 
as our voices filled the room to 
sing our song. I was welcomed 
with open arms and love from 
Gold Side. It was breath taking 
to see New, Old, and Loyal Golds 
circle up and cheer on Gold Side 
to victory. It was an indescribable 
feeling to be linked to lifelong 
friends and family.

 

 
   This year’s victory was even 
sweeter for Old Golds, especially 
those from the Class of 1967. Fifty 
years ago, Gold Side was victorious. 
It was the seventh consecutive year 
the Gold Side was crowned the 
winner. Maybe this year’s victory 
will begin another golden chain, 
because there’s always room for one 
more golden link. 
   

by Amber James

Gold Side Orchestra EmCat O’Steen, Savannah Willard, 
Justice Allen, and Maggie Jo Benson
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Honors students participate 
every year on the Purple 
Side of Montevallo’s annual 

tradition of College Night. This 
year Honors student Giselle 
Casadaban was the female leader 
for Purple Side. The production 
called “Showtime” involved a 

multitude of characters such 
as nuns, princesses, and even 
cowboys. The play was about two 
princesses finding who they are 
and what their purpose is through 
accidental time travel to the year 
2017. The plot is all about strength, 
love, and figuring out where to call 
home. 
   Several musical numbers take 
place in the production, but my 
personal favorite was “Here, Kitty, 
Kitty.” A fellow Honors student, 

Madison Johnson, plays a cat 
named Lola alongside her brother 
Nugget. The name Nugget is 
actually a dig at Gold Side’s play 
last year which was titled “The 
Golden Nugget.” In this particular 
song, the King tries to manipulate  
the New York City street cats into 
kidnapping a princess to be his 
wife. Laura Thomas and Ryan 
Orso wrote these lyrics plus many 
more, and the words are extremely 
creative and thought-provoking. 
   Another impressive aspect of the 
Purple Side production was the set 
design. Megan Liveoak and Rachel 
Harold were the scenic painters 
for the show, and everything they 
painted was magnificent. From the 
subway car to the New York skyline 
I was in awe of all the cool tone 
colors that came together to form 
a marvelous set design. Many of 
the set pieces contained names of 
people involved in College Night 
or buildings on campus. The SGA 
president, the purple side leaders, 
and buildings on campus are a 
few examples of names that were 
painted on the set pieces. There 
were several references to purple 
side as a whole on the set design 
too. For example, the subway 
station said “poof ” and “PV.” 
   Gold side tends to have cleaner 
dance moves and is very put 

together, but purple always 
entertains me more with a well 
thought out plot and a deeper 
message to the story. Purple side 
usually contains messages such as 
female empowerment, the meaning 
of home, and even breaking down 
the stereotypes of love.

         
   Full of life, bright colors, and 
well-executed choreography, the 
Purple Side show was fun to watch. 
Over thirty Honors students have 
participated in College Night 
as a whole, and they were great 
contributions to Purple Side’s hard 
work. Overall, the Purple Side 
production put up a good fight, 
and will come back next year to 
take home the victory.

A College Night Reflection - Purple Side
by Columbia Nave

Giselle Casadaban, Laura Thomas Brian Kirkwood



4

HONORS PROGRAM NEWS

Purple Side Honors Students

The following Honors 
students participated as 
Purple Side members in this 

year’s College Night competition:

Alumni Relations, Baby Purples
Kate Bradner

Madison Johnson

Athletics
Laura Binford

Brian Kirkwood

Cast
Nicole Anderson

Ashlyn Bondurant
Madison Johnson

Ryan Orso
Robin Stevens 

Conductor
Tori Irvin

Jonathan Mendoza

Cheer Captain
Laura Binford

Leader
Giselle Casadaban

Lyrics 
Laura Thomas

Ryan Orso

Orchestra
Annika Bastian

Jonathan Mendoza
Ana Klinger
Raine Aslan

Kayla Chambers
Tori Irvin

Pit Chorus Director
Molly Green

Pit Chorus
Jamie Haas

Rachel Harold
Hailey Larkin

Christina Patterson
Kaitlyn Shehee
Isaac Webster

Public Relations
Kaitlyn Shehee

Production Book
James Davis

Scenic Painters 
Megan Liveoak
Rachel Harold

Secretary
Brian Kirkwood

Stage Manager
Ilyssa Overton
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(Back Row) Luis Beristain, Emme Long, River Dolan, 
Ellen Campbell, Wesley Vaughn, Erin Hall

(Front Row) Emily Bowen, Ryann Taylor, Ana Klinger

Model UN Conference

From November 17 through 19, UM 
students represented South Africa in 
United Nations committees, ranging 

from the UN Environmental Agency to the 
High Commissioner on Refugees. Delegates 
caucused, debated, negotiated, and voted on 
resolutions pertinent to agenda topics such 
as “The Increasing Threat of Transnational 
Organized Crime to International Security” 
and “Developing Incentives for Alleviating 
the Economic and Social Effects of 
Climate Change.”  UM students gained 
excellent public speaking and professional 
presentation skills, while getting to know 
other students from different universities.
   Three UM delegations brought home 
committee superlatives, including “Most 
Diplomatic” in the UN High Commissioner 
on Refugees committee.    

Students interested in participating in next fall’s 
Model UN should contact Dr. Scott Turner by email at                      

turners@montevallo.edu for permission to register.

Ryann Taylor and Emme LongEllen Campbell
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Dr. Turners’s Model UN Workshop

On February 20, 2017, Dr. Scott Turner led a 
workshop about his annual fall Model United 
Nations class. Crosslisted as a Political Science 

and Honors course, students may earn Political Science 
credit for the course in addition to accumulating 
credit towards their Honors diploma and certificates.  
Students may  
enroll in the 
course up to two 
times for class 
credit and may 
participate on a 
voluntary basis 
for a third or 
fourth time as an 
undergraduate.            
   Dr. Turner 
prefaced his 
explanation of 
the Southern 
Regional Model 
United Nations 
(SRMUN) 
Conference with 
a brief overview of 
the Honors Program’s tradition of attending similar 
student conferences.  Specifically, Honors students had 
successfully participated in the Model Arab Leaugue 
conference, winning many diferent accolades, titles 
and plaques for the university.  In the mid 1990’s, Dr. 
Turner started helping students prepare for SRMUN 
conference.  In the early 2000’s, he relinquished 
his sponsorship to take a sabbatical in Kenya and 
spend more time with his family.  In the fall of 2015, 
he resumed leadership of Montevallo Model UN 

participation.                                       
   Also, Dr. Turner explained the organization of 
the Model UN class. Requirements include class 
attendance and participation in UN simulation, a well-
researched  position paper that will be submitted to 
the UN conference, and participation in the SRMUN 

conference 
in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 
   Throughout 
the session, 
Dr. Turner 
highlighted 
many reasons 
why students 
should take 
the Model UN 
class including 
practicing 
public 
speaking, 
learning 
parliamentary 

procedure, 
cultivating 

leadership skills, and meeting students from other 
schools. Additionally, several past UM SRMUN 
participants have pursued professions in various 
fields of political science and international relations. 
Katherine Porter, UM class of 2002, works as a U.S. 
State Deparment Foreign Service Officer, and Linda 
Veasey, UM class of 1999, is an Assistant Professor 
of Political Science at Midwestern State University 
at Texas and a member of the Board of Directors of 
Amnesty International USA. 

Zoe Scott, Dr. Scott Turner, Katherine Pearce,  and Amber James
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Dr. Sargent’s Grad School Workshop

On February 27, 2017, Dr. Joseph Sargent 
led a workshop entitled “Is Graduate School 
Right for Me?” An Assistant Professor of 

Music at Montevallo, Dr. Sargent has taught Honors 
courses in the past such as “Music and Shakespeare” 

and “Classical Composers on Film.”  He recieved his 
MA and PhD in Musicology from Stanford, where he 
“immensely enjoyed” immersion in his research on 
Magnificats, sacred music in early modern Spain and 
England and modern English cathedral music.
   A diverse group of Honors students, mostly juniors 
and seniors, with majors ranging from Education, 
Art, English, Psychology to Chemistry attended 
the session. Dr. Sargent adressed a range of topics 
including important questions one should ask before 

applying to graduate school, the realities of securing 
tenure-track positions in academia, suggestions for 
making academic degrees more marketable, graduate 
program research questions, application requirements, 
advice concerning recommendation letters, and the 
financing graduate scool.  
   In addition to providing practical advice about 
graduate studies, Dr. Sargent infused the session with 
different media clips poking fun at academia.  These 
included a musical satire of medical school student 

life set to Frozen’s “Let it Go,” a Simpsons clip wherein 
Bart mocked graduate students, and a re-subtitled 
scene from the 2004 German film Der Untergang 
featuring an irate Adolf Hitler ranting about rejection 
from a graduate philosophy program. 

Questions to Consider when Evaluating Graduate Programs

How is the program regarded?  How is the department regarded?  Are there faculty 
in the department that share your research interests?  What are the costs and 
available financial packages?  What is the acceptance rate of the program?  What is 
the placement record of the program?
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Morgan Pennington’s Workshop

On Monday, January 24, 2017, Morgan 
Pennington led an Honors workshop about 
her Fall 2016 study away experience at the 

Washington Center in Washington, D.C.  She pursued 
the Advocacy Service and Arts program track and 
was placed in a WE ACT for Environmental Justice 
internship. The experience involved research on the 
recent Volkswagen settlement concerning its diesel 
emissions and on the health affects of concentrated 
animal feeding operations to communities.  As a part 
of the internship, Morgan also wrote a blog about 
mainstream environmental justice topics including 
the Dakota Access pipeline controversy.  
   Morgan thoroughly enjoyed the various events 
the program and city offered, such as National 
Environmental Justice Advocacy Council meetings 
and No Dakota Pipeline protests.  She also 

volunteered with SURJ DC (Showing Up for Racial 
Justice), trained in deep canvassing and nonviolent 
direct action, participated in her first sit-in, attended 
social justice and legal panels at Georgetown, and 
went to various press conferences.  
   Morgan also took advantage of the culturally vibrant 
city of D.C. this past fall.  Outside of visiting many 
of the museums such as the National Museum of 
African American History & Culture and the National 
Museum of Women in the Arts, Morgan participated 
in dances at Square Dance Collective and drank wheat 
grass with attendees at a Perma Counter Culture 
event.   
   On the whole, Morgan praised the Washington 
Center experience for its valuable networking 
opportunities, determining professional interests, 
résumé building, and the wealth of activities it offered.       

Tori Sanders, Morgan Pennington, and Zoe Scott

Morgan Pennington



9

HONORS PROGRAM NEWS

I was so excited to be able to write an Honors Thesis last fall! I’ve been 
interested in the pro-eating disorder community since I stumbled upon it 
when I was a teenager, so being able to ethically and formally research it was 

rewarding both personally and professionally. I had never written a paper like 
this, and it took me working steadily, and meeting weekly with my wonderful 
advisor, Dr. Wang, to tackle the 30 page paper. I think the point of my research, 
which, in a nutshell, was to better understand others, lends itself well to the 
close academic community that the Honors Program creates. If we can better 
understand the people around us, we can use the knowledge we’ve gained to 
serve our communities. My advice to any student in the program is to find 
a topic that they could research. Once you’ve discovered what interests you, 
reading and writing about it, even on this extensive level, doesn’t feel like work.

After taking a class on research methods with Dr. Tiffany Wang, I 
knew that I was interested in conducting research of my own while I 
was still an undergraduate. Dr. Wang and I worked together to create 

a case study that examined the communicative practices that created the 
popularity and spread of Let’s Play channels on YouTube, as well as audience 
engagement and trends. Being in the Honors Program has really kept me 
motivated to excel and push my academic boundaries, and this paper was no 
exception. Dr. Martin is a breeze to work with, and I even contacted her with 
questions related to my material!                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                     I think one large benefit is getting to direct your thesis yourself, putting a 
lot more responsibility in your own hands. While Dr. Wang and I established 
loose ideas and due dates, it was 100% up to me to make and keep up with 

a schedule, plan research, take notes, and create a theme. It can also let someone know if they’re interested in 
graduate school or research as a whole.
   If you’re interested, talk it out with your advisor and Dr. Martin. See if you can make it tie to your academic 
interests, but don’t be afraid to shy away from personal interests! This opportunity allowed me to learn more 
about myself, my academic processes, and the video game channels I watch so often. An Honors thesis can really 
reflect who you are in so many ways!

The Honors Thesis

This November, Brink ley Jones led a workshop where she presented her project 
“‘I f ind that sk inny and fat are more feelings than appearances’:  A study 
of disordered eating as seen on Instagram.”  In this study, she explored the 
complex way in which individuals with eating disorders seek support in online 
communities on Instagram through the constant comparative methodology. She 
found evidence that speaks to the isolating nature of disordered eating behavior 
and to how socia l media changes the experiences of those with the disorder.

by Mollie Wyatt

by Brinkley Jones
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by Zac Clifton

This is my second time returning to the 
11th Moravian Undergraduate Medieval and 
Early Modern Conference in Bethlehem, 

PA. The panel I participated in was called “Queer 
Theory,” and I presented on my Honors thesis about 
beheading and queerness in 
the medieval romance genre. 
On the panel, I met several 
students and a professor (who 
gave me her card) that found 
my research exciting. I had 
several people afterwards 
tell me that it really changed 
their view on how medieval 
literature and queer theory 
work together. I really enjoyed 
presenting on my panel 
because it opened up some 
really great connections with 
other professors and students 
with the same interests as mine. I also attended 
other panels on Women’s Voices as well as Abuse 
in the Medieval period. Both of these panels 
offered some new ideas about paper topics and 
further consideration of the relationship between 
gender, violence, and artistic expression. While at 

the Moravian conference, I felt that I was able to 
make great connections for my future as a queer 
medievalist, and will continue to remain in contact 
with the friends and professors that I met while 
there. 
 I felt that the conference has also prepared me 

for the International Medieval 
Congress in Kalamazoo that I 
will attend next May. Sice I will 
also be presenting my research 
there, it was nice to receive 
feedback from my peers and 
other professors. As always, 
the Moravian conference has 
helped me grow as a scholar 
and I look forward to seeing 
how it grows. I had a great time 
visiting some old friend and also 
watching the demonstrations on 
medieval armor, knitting, and 
illumination that also went on at 

the conference. I left feeling like I have grown as a 
scholar and a presenter with contacts that will last 
me into the professional world. Hopefully, other 
Montevallo students will attend and have the same 
wonderful experience that I did by attending this 
conference.

Travel Grant Awarded
Eleventh Undergraduate Conference in Medieval

and Early Modern Studies
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HNRS 409 Environmental Justice

   Taught by Dr. Meredith Tetloff and Dr. Heather Tinsley, 
this Honors course examines racial and income inequalities 

that result from the development and implementation of 
environmental policies.

    The class also investigates the root causes of these disparities, 
their impact on physical, mental, and emotional health, and 

mechanisms for meaningful change. 

by Dr. Heather Tinsley

Kudos to  Nicole  Stratton and Ju l ia 
Burke who have been chosen to 
represent  Monteva l lo  as  Fa lcon 
Honors  S cholars .  The selec t ion was 
based on academics ,  dedicat ion 
to  ser vice,  and profess ional ism. 
They wi l l  volunteer  at  the  non-
prof it  Shelby C ounty  agenc y Family 
C onnect ion whi le  earning money.

Julia Burke

Honors Falcon Scholars

Nicole Stratton

This past January, Cristin 
Brawner, the Executive Director 
of the David Mathews Center 

for Civic Life, came to speak to our 
Environmental Justice class. She talked to 
the students about the importance of civic 
engagement, provided an overview of the 
civic health in Alabama, and discussed 
ways to facilitate effective civic deliberation 
among all stake holders in the community. 

This was an important step in helping 
students prepare for a community forum 
that the class will host for our campus 
community at the end of the semester. We 
will provide details about the forum at a 
later date, as we would love to see some 
honors students in attendance. 
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Fellow Honors student Mary Haynes Furman 
and I had the amazing opportunity to be a part 
the COPLAC Digital course the Social Life of 
Books. This online course is about how books 

can both have a life of their own, but also show more 
about the life of those who have read them. Utilizing 
our campus archives, we have been able to discover 
some pretty cool things. The format of the class took 
some getting used to. Because it is all online, we utilize 

the video conference app Zoom to host class. I believe 
there are seven schools all across the country that are 
participating, so at the scheduled time we all log in with 
our two professors and have class like that. Like I said, it 
took some getting used to, but it’s pretty fun! 
   As far as course work, it is all self-lead and very hands 
on. Each week we are given a prompt to follow or a new 
software to try out, but where we take it is entirely up to 
us. We record our findings through blog posts, and each 
student has their own blog. If you’re curious and want to 
see what we’ve been up to, you can find the course blog 
with all of the student posts at slob.coplacdigital.org. 
   The benefits of getting involved in a class like this 
extend beyond just a really awesome experience; this 
course also leads to presentation opportunities as well. 
The tools that you learn and the projects that you do in 
this class can be taken to undergraduate research, and 
COPLAC also offers opportunities to share your work 
(which looks amazing on a résumé).
   Overall, I highly recommend the COPLAC Digital 
classes to all students. It is an amazing opportunity to 
experience a new form of learning, as well as make 
an interesting topic yours. I have learned so much 
throughout this process, and the class is only halfway 
there! So if you are looking for a new experience, 
meeting some cool new people, and learning about 
something you never thought you would, this is the 

opportunity for you.

COPLAC Digital Course 
Social Life of Books

by Savannah Willard 
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Considering my literary and cultural 
studies, I chose the COPLAC course titled 
“Making Strange: Constructing Identities 

and Making Sense of Our Surroundings” as a means 
of further advancing my current knowledge by 
having the opportunity to mix my fields in a unique 
interdisciplinary course. The student interactions in 
the course are awesome as we discuss difference and 
sameness, as we consider the ways people’s identities 

are performed, perceived, presented, and constructed 
by the surrounding society and culture. Working with 
Annika is wonderful since we both share interests in 
queer studies, in the ways gender and sexuality exhibit 
their own strangeness. In this capacity, I’m honored to 
work with someone who is both engaged in the material 
and dedicated to studies that, in many ways, expose the 
beautiful ambiguities of gender and sexuality.

COPLAC Digital Course
Making Strange: Constructing Identities and Making 

Sense of Our Surroundings
by Annika Bastian
What is the topic of the class?
   This class is all about things that are strange: 
how we’re instinctively afraid of strangers, 
how we have obsessions with horror and the 
grotesque, fear and paranoid culture, and 
the idea of vague monsters and us vs. them 
mentalities.

What interested you about the class?
   I thought the initial subject matter of the 
class sounded interesting, and it fit in perfectly 
with the honors class I took last semester, 
Dr. Beringer’s ENG 233 class on the art of 
conspiracy theories and paranoia.

What was the application process like?
   The application process was relatively painless, 
all I had to do was fill out a google form 
expressing my interest in the class and my familiarity with both the digital tools we’d be using in class and the 
subject matter we would be covering.

What is the experience like, interacting virtually with your professors and fellow students?
   It was an extremely effective way to have class in that we never had problems being unable to connect or had 
lag, but I would say that you didn’t get to talk as much as you would in a real class, and the flow of discussion 
wasn’t as seamless or natural. Our main project for this course was to build our own website on a facet of 
strangeness in our own lives. 

Would you take another COPLAC course?
   I would recommend the class to other people, and the COPLAC experience to people in general, but only for a 
class that sincerely interests you, because you have to be very self motivated to really engage in classes like these.

by Donovan Cleckley
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Fall 2017 Honors Courses
General Education Honors Courses

 
BIO 107   Honors Biology     Dr. Tinsley
BIO 107-001   Lecture TR  12:30 PM - 1:45 PM in Harman 120 CRN 82284
BIO 107-001   Lab  R      3:00 PM - 4:50 PM in Harman 102 CRN 82284

COMS 102           Honors Foundations of Oral Communication Dr. Wang
COMS 102-001 TR 12:30 PM - 1:45 PM in Reynolds 114 CRN 80751  

ENG 103   Honors Composition I               Dr. Chandler
ENG 103-001 TR 11:00 AM - 12:15 PM in Hill House Classroom CRN 80651  
 
ENG 233   Honors Global Literature Survey                Dr. Beringer
ENG 233-001 TR 11:00 AM - 12:15 PM in Comer 204 CRN 10448

HIST 103   Honors History of World Civilization I  Dr. Hultquist
HIST 103-001 TR 12:30 PM - 1:45 PM in UMOM 307 CRN 80241
HIST 103-002 TR 11:00 AM - 12:15 PM in UMOM 307 CRN 81544

PHIL 111    Honors Introduction to Philosophy   Dr. Patton
PHIL 111-001 MWF 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM in Comer 309 CRN 80682

SOC 102   Honors Introductory Sociology   Dr. Lowry
SOC 102-001 TR 9:30 AM - 10:45 AM in UMOM 220 CRN 82272

Summer 2017 Honors Courses
Summer II Honors Course – 3 Credit Hours

HNRS 309-251    Family Communication                              Dr. Wang
COMS 365
MTWRF 10:20 AM – 12:20 PM in Reynolds 226 CRN 50148

Prerequisite: COMS 101/ COMS 102

Full Summer Term (May, Summer I, and Summer II) Honors Course – 3 Credit Hours

HNRS 409-051   Shiloh Staff Ride               Dr. Day   
HIST 411
T 5:30 PM – 8:30 PM in UMOM 201 CRN 50173
 
Prerequisite: HIST 101 / HIST 102
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Fall Honors Courses – 1 Credit Hour

HNRS 100-001 Honors Introductory Experience    Dr. Martin
M 3:30 PM - 4:20 PM in Morgan 203 CRN 81830
The course is designed to provide a learning community and common experience for incoming Honors 
students. It will help students integrate into the Honors community, be informed of relevant on-campus 
research and service opportunities, plan for their futures with a degree plan and résumé building objectives, 
and begin an Honors portfolio.

HNRS 308-001 Exploring Lego            Dr. Tyler
W 2:00 PM - 2:50 PM in Hill House Classroom CRN 82340
This course will study the history of the Lego Company and its products. It considers the evolution of different 
Lego themes, milestones in set designs, as well as the engineering of the pieces themselves (from a mathemat-
ical standpoint). The course will also focus on Lego movies, television, and video game tie-ins, as well as other 
social influences.

HNRS 308-002 Social Justice Advocacy in Today’s World                    Dr. Samuels
T 2:00 PM - 2:50 PM in Hill House Classroom CRN 82341
This course will explore theories and practices of social justice in schools and communities in local, national 
and global contexts. Students will explore basic and complex characteristics of the framework of social justice 
as well as practical application in society today. Additional features of the course include basic ideas behind 
social justice approaches in schools, controversial issues surrounding the theory and application, and tangible 
ideas for social justice advocacy in today’s sociopolitical context. All majors and concentrations are welcome to 
enroll in this course and will find this useful to gain a background in social justice education.

Fall Honors 300 Courses – 3 Credit Hours

HNRS 309-001 Creative Problem Solving                         Dr. Hope
MWF 12:00 PM – 12:50 PM in Harman 232 CRN 82342
Sometimes the best method for solving a problem is to attack it indirectly. In this course, we will learn how to 
gather information, approximate, and think abstractly to solve problems. We will look at problems from envi-
ronmental science, chemistry, physics, mathematics, biology, logic, and business.

Prerequisite: MATH 131 or equivalent

HNRS 309-002 Model United Nations                    Dr. Turner
POS 350 (CRN 81535)
TR 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM in UMOM 325 CRN 82029
Students learn about the United Nations’ structure and process and major issues of global concern. They pre-
pare to represent a designated country by learning about that country’s positions and concerns in the United 
Nations. They write resolutions and practice parliamentary procedure, debating, and voting in a simulation 
of the UN process. The course culminates with students participating in the Southern Regional Model United 
Nations.

Prerequisite: Instructors Permission Only

Fall 2017 Honors Courses
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Fall 2017 Honors Courses
Fall Honors 400 Courses – 3 Credit Hours

HNRS 409-051 Civil War Staff Ride: TN & AL 1864-65   Dr. Day
HIST 411-051 (CRN 81911)                 
W 5:30 PM - 8:00 PM in UMOM 325 CRN 82343 
    
This course constitutes a study of the Tennessee and Alabama campaigns of the late
Civil War (Sep 1864-May 1865), in a classroom environment. Students will be required to read historical 
accounts of the campaigns, placing those operations within proper context of the American Civil War. 
Readings, research, and map studies will provide students with an understanding of strategic, operational, 
and tactical concerns. The course also offers a practical, hands-on experience. In order to enhance previous 
classroom instruction, students will be invited to tour battlefields at Spring Hill and Franklin, Tennessee, and 
to trace the route of U.S. cavalry through Alabama, thereby gaining an appreciation of wartime conditions.

Prerequisite: HIST 101 / HIST 102

HNRS 409-001 Writing the New World                         Dr. Vaccarella   
FL 480-001 (CRN 81862)  
TR 11:00 AM - 12:15 PM in Comer 104 CRN 82344

In this course students will read and analyze some of the earliest European writing about America—what 
Europeans of the 16th and 17th centuries called the New World. During the semester students will study a 
variety of texts written between 1492 and the early 17th century that treat Europeans’ first encounters with 
America’s natural environment and Native civilizations, early descriptions of conquest and settlement, and 
the new cultural patterns that emerged with the spread of European civilization in the Americas. Students 
will become familiar with the modes of writing utilized by these authors and the historical circumstances 
that dictated how and why they wrote. In addition, students will demonstrate an ability to analyze scholarly 
writing about the subjects addressed in this class and will produce their own written responses using the 
MLA guidelines. This class will be taught entirely in English and all texts and accompanying readings will be 
in English translation.

Prerequisite: Sophomore Standing

HNRS 409-002 Social Marketing Through Social Change           Dr. Mellon & Dr. Beal                  
ES 401 (CRN 82317) / MK 455 (CRN 82292) / SWK 411 CRN (82294)                                                
TR 3:30 PM - 4:45 PM in UMOM 201 CRN 81911

Business students are often thought to be the only ones who need marketing prowess to create buzz around 
their professions, but social work, environmental studies, and nonprofit students also need these strengths 
and skills! Marketing concepts and techniques can be effective in promoting social change in areas such as 
housing, the environment, and community health. This course will provide introductory knowledge, ethics, 
and skills regarding marketing techniques for human service agencies and the impact these practices have 
on the market’s relationship with the environment. Units addressed include (1) Social Media and Beyond 
(Social Change through Social Marketing); (2) Reality Bytes (Using Simulation for Social Change); and (3) 
Smokey the Bear vs. McGruff the Crime Dog (The Value of Community and Environmental Impact).
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MHO’s Dr. Patton vs. the World

Donovan Cleckley, Sara Perry, 
Dr. Michael Patton, and Haley Nichols

Unladen Swallows 
Jessica Joye, Tony Cook, Lauren Roland, 
Donovan Cleckley,  Sarah Sizemore,  and 

Maggie Jobe

The ‘Scipes 
Kristen Hayden, Zoe Scott, and Mallory Currie 

2nd Place Team W is for Winner, Not for Weiner 
Stephen Gilbert, Sam Lasagna, Chuy Guizar, 

Will Kirkpatrick, and Makayla Wright 

First Place V - For Vandiver 
 Dr. Steve Forrester, Dr. Stacy Bishop, Colton 

Vandiver and Dr. Scott Varagona

This year, team “V - For Vandiver” 
solidly claimed first place at the 
MHO trivia competition Dr. Patton 

vs. the World. Team “W is for Winner” 
earned second place, and Dr. Patton 
came in third, unable to reestablish his 
title as reigning UM trivia champion.
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Theatre Tickets

We have 10 season tickets for each UM Theatre 
production reserved for active Honors students. 

First come, first serve.
Call the box office to reserve your tickets. 

205-665-6200

Requirements to Stay Active in Honors

-Maintain at least a 3.2 overall GPA
-Take at least one Honors 
course per academic year

You will be notified via campus e-mail at the end 
of each semester if your status changes.

instagram.com / umhonors

facebook.com / HonorsUM

twitter.com / UMHonors

(205) 665 - 6501

honors@montevallo.edu

snapchat.com / umhonors

Honors Program Director

Dr. Cathlena Martin

HONORS
PROGRAM

Honors Administrative Assistant

Ms. Kendal Stine
Hill House, Station 6501
Montevallo, AL 35115


