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10 REASONS TO LEARN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE: 

1. Analytical skills improve when students study a foreign language. 
2. Business skills plus foreign language skills make an employee more valuable in the 

marketplace. 
3. Dealing with another culture enables people to gain a more profound understanding 

of their own culture. 
4. Creativity is increased with the study of foreign languages. 
5. Graduates often cite foreign language courses as some of the most valuable courses 

in college because of the communication skills developed in the process. 
6. International travel is made easier and more pleasant through knowing a foreign 

language. 
7. Skills like problem solving, dealing with abstract concepts, are increased when you 

study a foreign language. 
8. Foreign language study enhances one’s opportunities in government, business, med-

icine, law, technology, military, industry, marketing, etc. 
9. Four out of five new jobs in the US are created as a result of foreign trade. 
10. Foreign Language study leads to an appreciation of cultural diversity.  

Source: Auburn University (February 2016)  

DECLARE A MAJOR OR MINOR IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES: 

The University of Montevallo Foreign Language Department offers two options for stu-

dents interested in declaring a major in French or Spanish:  

1) B.A. degree in Foreign Languages with a concentration in French or Spanish and  

2) B.A. degree in Foreign Languages with teacher certification which will allow stu-

dents to teach French or Spanish in grades 6-12 in the state of Alabama.  

Students may also declare a minor in FL which consists of 12 credit hours of courses 

numbered 300 of higher in the target language.    

DECLARE A MINOR IN LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES (LAS):  

The University of Montevallo Foreign Language Department also offers a minor in Latin 

American Studies. To complete a minor in LAS, students must: 

           -Complete 18 hours of coursework. 

           -Of the 18 hours, at least 6 hours must be taken in the Behavioral and Social  

             Sciences Program AND at least 6 hours in the Foreign Language Department.  

  

If you are interested in declaring a major or minor in French, Spanish, Foreign Lan-

guages, or Latin American Studies  please consult an advising professor in the depart-

ment.  
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Hello, my name is Dr. Rosa María Stoops. I am an Associate Professor 
of French and Spanish here at the University of Montevallo. Normally, I 
teach diverse courses in both languages, from language acquisition to 
literature and civilization courses. My areas of specialization are Medie-
val and Renaissance/Golden Age literature in French and Spanish, alt-
hough I have to say that I have an immense fondness for literary theory. 
As a woman of Hispanic origin, I am very excited that the University of 
Montevallo approved the proposal for the new Latin American Studies 
Minor and interest continues to grow.  Personally, I am very honored in 
sharing with students the culture, civilization, and literature of the Lat-
in American countries. I think this new minor will allow us to explore 
the history, current events, and, of course, the literature that originates 
in that wonderful part of the world more in depth here at the Depart-
ment of English and Foreign Languages. In preparation for future 
courses within the Latin American Studies Program, in the month of 
July 2016, I participated in the convention of the Instituto Internacion-
al de Literatura Iberoamericana, (IILI, for its initials in Spanish) in Je-
na, Germany. This prestigious institute is headquartered at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, where I obtained my first degree in 1997 in Hispanic 
Languages and Literatures. Although I had heard many positive com-
ments about the IILI convention, nothing could prepare me for the 
wonderful exchange of ideas and the myriad approaches to the Spanish 
language and Iberoamerican literature that I experienced in Jena. I was 
very happy to confirm that interest in the Latin American world is alive, 
well, and growing! I am confident that future graduates of our new Lat-
in American Minor Studies program will have many meaningful oppor-
tunities to put their knowledge to use in the future.  

MEET THE FL FACULTY:  

Bonjour!  I'm Stacey Ayotte, 
Associate Professor of 
French.  I can't believe this is 
already my 12th year teaching 
at UM.  Since I am the only 
full-time French professor, I 
get to teach introductory clas-
ses all the way through upper
-level advanced content 
courses.  This means that I 
often see the same students 
growing and developing their 
French language abilities 
during their four years here.  
It is extremely rewarding to 
witness that growth!  My fa-
vorite class to teach is French 
Phonetics because in the 
course, we learn to read and 
write using the International 
Phonetic Alphabet.  It's like 
learning another language, 
and the students really seem 

to love it!  Some of my most 
memorable experiences at 
UM have been traveling 
abroad with the students to 
the south of France.  I am 
taking a break from leading 
study abroad since I now 
have a toddler at the house, 
but I hope to lead future stu-
dents abroad.  Teaching at 
UM has been a wonderful 
experience because I'm able 
to really focus my attention 
on the students' needs in our 
small classes.  Giving my stu-
dents ample opportunities to 
express themselves during 
class time is extremely im-
portant to my teaching phi-
losophy!   
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Hello, I am Dr. Leonor Vázquez-González and I teach all levels of Span-
ish language; my classes also include literature, culture, and Spanish 
linguistics. I have been teaching since Fall 2003. In 2005 I launched 
the Study Abroad Program “Montevallo in Mérida” for Spanish stu-
dents.  Ever since, this program has grown and has offered classes 
abroad to France, Guatemala, Peru, and Spain.  I enjoy teaching both 
lower and upper-level classes. The first, because they give me an oppor-
tunity to introduce students to the Spanish language and Hispanic cul-
ture; and the latter provide me with an opportunity to enhance the mul-
ticultural experience of her students. 

The warmth and small settings make UM a perfect place for me. The 
sense of community provided by UM allows for witnessing the growth 
of students’ linguistic skills at all levels.  Overall, students learning 
Spanish at UM have the unique opportunity to learn from other cul-
tures and countries, while deepening the knowledge of their own com-
munity and country. 
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My name is Eric Vaccarella and I am an Associate Professor 
of Spanish. I have taught at the University of Montevallo 
since 2002. I normally teach a variety of classes, including 
basic Spanish language, Grammar and Conversation, Pen-
insular and Latin American Literature and Culture, and 
World Cinema. In recent years, I have taught upper level 
classes and seminars on topics such as the work of Federico 
García Lorca, Luis Buñuel, and the literature of early Colo-
nial Latin America.  My primary research interests focus on 
Colonial Latin American literature and discourse, with a 
particular emphasis on Colonial Florida. I enjoy many as-
pects of teaching at the University of Montevallo, but par-
ticularly appreciates the opportunity to introduce begin-
ning students to the Spanish language for the first time, 
and to familiarize advanced students with new aspects of 
the language such as literature from various historical peri-
ods. 

  



MEET THE FL FACULTY (CONT.) 

The following students were initiated into French Honor Society, Pi 

Delta Phi during the Spring 2016 semester: 

Daniel Deriso, Aurora Higgins, Victoria Sanders and Charlsey Smith 

The following students were initiated into the Spanish Honor Society, 

Sigma Delta Pi during the Spring 2016 semester:  

Auna Bailey, Katherine Bradner, Magen Cook, Aaron Joshua Crocker, 

Kirsten Hill, Maggie Horschel, Madeline Parkin, 

Chelsea Perri, Neal VanMarter                          

     Hola! My name is Sierra R. Turner 

and I teach Spanish at the University 

of Montevallo.  Although I teach all 

levels of Spanish courses, my favorite 

course to teach is Spanish 101 because 

it allows me the opportunity to intro-

duce students to the Spanish language 

in a fun, exciting way while also 

providing them with a good founda-

tion to continue their language learn-

ing.  

    As a student at Huntingdon Col-

lege, I decided to declare a major in 

Spanish because I enjoyed learning 

the language but also learning about 

the Spanish-speaking world. As an 

Instructor at UM, I have been given a 

wonderful opportunity to share these  

interests with my students.  

      

HONORS SOCIETIES INITIATIONS 
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New members of Pi Delta Phi with Dr. Stacey Ayotte of the French Department.  

New members of Sigma Delta Pi with Spanish Faculty members, Dr. Eric 

Vaccarella and Ms. Sierra R. Turner.  



“I had some of the most amazing experiences of my life so far.” 

Last summer I traveled to Lima, 

Perú for a month of summer clas-

ses at the Universidad Del Pacifi-

co. While I was there, I had some 

of the most amazing experiences 

of my life so far. My roommates 

and I got to stay with the sweetest 

family in all of Perú (which is def-

initely not biased), and saw amaz-

ing sites in Machu Picchu, Lima, 

and Cusco. Being a foreign lan-

guage major definitely helped me 

navigate socially while I studied 

in Lima, and it also played a cru-

cial role in being able to excel in 

my classes. While 

some of the stu-

dents got by know-

ing just English, 

being taught to 

speak the language 

by the professors in 

UM’s Foreign Lan-

guage Department was definitely 

an advantage. Having such a 

great experience 

abroad was one of 

the many doors that 

have been opened to 

me by becoming a 

Spanish major at 

UM, and I see so 

many other great 

opportunities 

ahead.      

-Candace Ward 

(Spanish Major)  

STUDY ABROAD EXPERIENCES  
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This past summer, for the month of June, I lived and studied in the south-
ern city of Grenoble, France.  I stayed with a host family and had a French 
mother and sister. My parents came to visit me in Grenoble for one week.  
For the first weekend they were there, we took a two-hour road trip in my 
parents’ tiny rental car to Chamonix, France. Chamonix is a town near the 
France-Suisse border that sits at the bottom of some mountains in the 
French Alps. I had an absolutely amazing time on top of Aiguille du Midi. 
The views were stunning and I had never seen so much snow in my life. I 
could see Mont Blanc, the tallest point in western Europe, and I got to 
speak French on top of a mountain. Overall,  this was one of my favorite 
memories of my time in France.  I greatly enjoyed all my time studying in 
Grenoble including my classes and all the times I found myself crying over 
homesickness.  I loved experiencing another culture and being surrounded 
by French everywhere I went.  When I got back to the states, I kept trying 
to say “merci” to all the officials in the airport because French was all I 
wanted to speak.  Sadly, I had to come home, but now I have tons of won-
derful memories, pictures, and a copy of Harry Potter in French to remind 
me of my experience.  I cannot wait to go back. –Victoria Sanders 
(French Major)  



Going to Guatemala through Montevallo's Study Abroad program 
was one of the best decisions of my life. It was an incredible expe-
rience both intellectually and culturally. I was immersed into a 
Spanish speaking culture for four weeks, and my only regret is 
that I wish the trip could have been longer. 

 

Dr. Vazquez did an amazing job at balancing out schoolwork and 
exploring the city. Every morning we'd have tutor sessions with 
teachers from ICA for two hours, which allowed us to have con-
versations in Spanish with people who lived and grew up in Gua-
temala. Then we'd go have class with Dr. Vazquez for two hours 
about the history of Guatemala. I can't explain how much I 
learned about the culture there just from those four hours every 
day. After class, we got to take fun excursions, find the best cafes, 
and fall in love with the city. Then on the weekends, we would 
hike to historic sites in the mountains, lounge on Guatemala's 
black sand beaches, or relax in volcanic hot springs. The trip was 
a perfect combination of learning and exploring.  

 

"Montevallo en Xela" was invaluable to me because we weren't 
just reading from a book and regurgitating facts or conjugations. 
We could learn about a time period in Guatemalan history and be 
able to go home to our host families and speak in their native lan-
guage about how they lived through it. Believe me when I say that 
one of my favorite parts of the day was having dinner with my 
"Guatefamilia" and sitting at the table for hours after the meal 
was finished. By the end of the trip, I had developed a bond like 
no other with my host family. Not only did they help me through 
a new, exhilarating, (and intimidating!) time of my life, but they 
taught me so much along the way.   

 

Overall, I'm so lucky to have been able to experience study abroad 
in Guatemala. I wouldn't trade it for anything, and I cannot wait 
to go back.                  

-Katherine Bradner (Spanish Major)  

“Going to Guatemala through Montevallo's Study Abroad pro-
gram was one of the best decisions of my life.” 

This summer, I had the opportunity to study abroad 
for a month in Lima, Peru.  While taking classes in 
Lima we traveled to several different attractions 
around the country, including Machu Picchu, Iquitos 
Jungle, Huacachina and Paracas.  This was the trip of 
a lifetime, and it would not have been possible without 
the teachings, resources, and support of our wonderful 
Foreign Language department.  

-Maddy Parkin (Spanish Major)  



FL NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

-It’s still not too late to declare a major or minor in French or Spanish! Come by 

Comer Hall 101 E to find out how to declare a minor in Latin American Studies or in 

Foreign Languages.  

-Are you thinking about or have you recently declared a major in Spanish or French? 

If so, apply for the Dean’s Viability Scholarship! Come by the FL main office to pick 

up your application before the October 1st deadline.  

-Be sure to look out for information about the Study Abroad Fair. 

-The Foreign Language Open House w ill take place on Monday, Sept. 26, 

2016 from 12-5 p.m. Come learn about the Foreign Language Department and how 

to declare a major or minor in French or Spanish. Refreshments will be provided. 

-Graduate School Talk by Dr. Stacey Ayotte w ill be on Fr iday, Oct. 7, 2016 

in Comer Hall 104 at 2 p.m.  

-The International Food Tasting Event will take place in the cafeteria the week of 

Oct. 31-Nov. 4, 2016.  

-Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) presentations by Dr. Vaccarella ’s 

students will take place in the library on Wednesday, Nov. 2, 2016. Be sure to come 

by and learn all about this fascinating Mexican holiday.  

-The Jensen Awards, w hich is given to honor foreign language students 

who demonstrate exceptional skill in conversing in a second language, will be held 

on Thursday, Nov. 17, 2016 at 4 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Send Contributions for the 
FL Newsletter to 

sturner6@montevallo.edu  

GI VE  
B Y  G I V I N G  A  G I F T  T O  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  F O R E I G N  L A N -

G U A G E S  A T  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  M O N T E V A L L O  Y O U  A R E  

S U P P O R T I N G  T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  O U R  S T U D E N T S  T O  C O N N E C T  

W I T H  D I F F E R E N T  P E O P L E  A N D  C U L T U R E S  A R O U N D  T H E  

G L O B E .  F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T  T H E  D I F F E R E N T  

W A Y S  T O  G I V E  T O  U M  V I S I T  H T T P : / /

W W W . L E G A C Y . M O N T E V A L L O . E D U / G I V I N G .   

https://outlookweb.montevallo.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=f82T9jYlGMmPpIA39sX5_Z7v5J3-3F3G5i5GMCg8ISDQs1tkoFDSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBsAGUAZwBhAGMAeQAuAG0AbwBuAHQAZQB2AGEAbABsAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGcAaQB2AGkAbgBnAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.legacy.montevallo.edu%2
https://outlookweb.montevallo.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=f82T9jYlGMmPpIA39sX5_Z7v5J3-3F3G5i5GMCg8ISDQs1tkoFDSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBsAGUAZwBhAGMAeQAuAG0AbwBuAHQAZQB2AGEAbABsAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGcAaQB2AGkAbgBnAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.legacy.montevallo.edu%2

