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On April 7, 2011, our Social Work Program ful-
filled a month long celebration in honor of this year’s So-
cial Work Month.  This year’s theme was Social Workers 
Change Futures, which promotes the role of the social 
worker as a positive change agent.   Every year, the UM 
Social Work Program hosts its Annual Social Work 
Month Program to honor the accomplishments of its stu-
dents and important alumni of the program.  This year, 
over eighty-five students, family members, community 
members, and current and retired faculty members at-
tended the event.  Our keynote speaker was Ms. Barbara 
Bonfield, an accomplished social worker, author and activ-
ist.  She graduated from the University of Montevallo with 
her Bachelor’s in Social Work in 1958. For 20 years, she 
worked for the Jefferson County Commission, directing 
the county’s Area Agency on Aging.  The University of 
Montevallo President, Dr. John Stewart, proclaimed 
March 2011 as Social Work Month for the University and 
his proclamation was read out loud to the attendees.   We 
also recognized the contributions and accomplishments of 
our practicum instructors and agencies with awards for the 
first time ever.  The Outstanding Practicum Agency In-
structor of the Year for 2011 went to Sherry J. Webb of 
First Light Shelter and the Outstanding Practicum Agency 
of the Year for 2011 went to Gateway.  Finally, the Pro-
gram initiated twelve new student members into the Pro-
gram’s chapter of the Phi Alpha Honor Society, the na-
tional honor society for the social work profession, and 
recognized thirteen social work students who received 
scholarships that will support them in their practicum 
placements for the upcoming academic year.   

(Continued on Page 8) 

Celebrations for Social Work Month 

 Another one of this year’s highlights from  Social Work Month was a presentation by Pulitzer Prize-
winning author Douglas Blackmon, who wrote Slavery by Another Name: The Re-Enslavement of Black Ameri-
cans from the Civil War to World War II.  Mr. Blackmon was at Montevallo  
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Ms. Bonfield speaking as students look on. 
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Dear Students, Alumni and Friends of the UM Social Work Program, 

The 2010-2011 academic year has been a good year for Montevallo’s Social Work 
Program.  We saw a 24% increase in the number of social work majors over last 
year, and are expecting even more growth in the coming year. Currently, we have 
114 social work majors.  Additionally, the Social Work/Psychology Double Major 
continues to be the most popular double major on campus, with 27 students this 
year.  

Donations to the Social Work Program are up as well.  Last year, 12% of all Social Work Alumni gave to the Social Work 
Program via the UM Annual Fund.  This year, with four months left to go, 12.9% of Social Work Alumni have made dona-
tions to date.  The University’s overall goal for this year is a 13.5% participation rate for all UM Alumni, and currently only 
9.75% of all UM Alumni have made contributions.  Once again, Social Work Alumni do their part to support both the UM 
Social Work Program and the University of Montevallo.  Your generosity and thoughtfulness truly makes a difference for 
our current students.  For example, this year, the Social Work Program loaned over 100 textbooks to social work stu-
dents, provided scholarships to 11 students during their practicum placements, and sent over 15 students to state-level 
conferences and meetings.   

Our Social Work Club became very active this year and has participated in several volunteer activities in the Montevallo 
community.  See the article from the Club’s president on page 12 about all their activities this year, including the creation 
of Social Work T-shirts.  I am also proud to say that we achieved a major milestone in our re-accreditation effort with the 
Council on Social Work Education.  On March 30th, we completed and submitted our self-study report to the Council, all 
200 pages of it.  While this was largely a behind the scenes effort on the part of our faculty, it puts us one step closer to 
being re-accredited, a standing the Montevallo Social Work Program has had since 1974.  Our next step will be a site visit 
from the Council this Fall, and I promise to keep you all updated on that visit.   

As I complete my second year as Director of the UM Social Work Program, I am once again humbled by the efforts and 
dedication of our students, faculty and alumni on behalf of the UM Social Work Program and the Social Work Profession.  
My sincere thanks for all you do.  As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of service, 205-665-6176 or 
lhitchcock@montevallo.edu. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Best, 
Laurel Iverson Hitchcock, PhD, MPH, LCSW 
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“You gain strength, courage and confidence by every experi-
ence in which you really stop to look fear in the face. You 
are able to say to yourself, ‘I  lived through this horror, I can 
take the next thing that comes along.” You must do the thing 
you think you cannot do’”                 - Susan B. Anthony 

mailto:lhitchcock@montevallo.edu�


 

 

Note from the Practicum Director 
                    Partnerships are an essential component of social work practice.  The Social Work 
Practicum Program at the University of Montevallo is organized and implemented as a partner-
ship between the university community and the practice community in training future social work 
practitioners.  Within this partnership, there are three key people to the success of the field edu-
cation experience: the student, the field instructor, and the faculty liaison.  First is the student, 
who possesses the willingness and desire to observe, learn, take action, and reflect.  The stu-
dent’s professional development is guided and nurtured by the field instructor whose role as 
teacher and mentor is pivotal in the student’s evaluation of self as an emerging professional 
social worker.  The faculty liaison’s role is to provide ongoing support and information to the 
student and the field instructor.  The key to a successful practicum placement  is an effective 
partnership between these three individuals.   

                      On April 7th, UM’s Social Work Program recognized the Outstanding Practicum Agency Instructor, Ms. Sherry Webb 
from FirstLight Women’s Shelter in Birmingham, and the Outstanding Practicum Agency of the Year, Gateway.  Ms. Webb has 
been a field instructor for our program for over 6 years.  Gateway provides a stipend opportunity for our students and has been a 
practicum site for us for over 10 years.  Congratulations to Ms. Webb and to Gateway and thank you for your ongoing support of 
undergraduate social work education.         

                  In Fall 201, the number of students entering the practicum program will double from 9 to 18 students.  Future classes 
are predicted to continue to grow.  If you are interested in becoming a certified or re-certified (required every two years) partner, 
please attend the field instructor training scheduled for Jun 23, 2011 at 1 PM in Ramsey Hall.  You can confirm your reservation 
by emailing dukej@montevallo.edu by June 17th.  I look forward to seeing you. 

 

 

Fall 2011 Practicum  Students 
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Back row, left to right: 
Robert Mashburn                
Sunshine Manor 

Steven Rotkiewicz             
American Red Cross 

Jermaine Jackson                     
Bibb Co. DHR 

Fourth row, left to right: 
Liz Edwards                             
Shelby County                         
Board of Education 

Jeffrey Sutton                           
Shelby County                     
Board of Education 

Dottie Bailey                             
Hillcrest Hospital 

 

                                                

Third row, left to right: 
Maranda Cleveland             
Chilton County                         
Public Health   

Jessica Beal                               
Chandler Health                           
& Rehab Center 

Jenny Jones                               
Shelby County DHR 

Kay Hodgin                                     
UAB Women’s                            
Complications Clinic 

Second row, left to right: 
Shayne Morgan                        
Shelby County DHR   

                                                                        

Stephanie Porterfield            
UAB Women’s                         
Complications Clinic 

Dorothy Castleberry               
Talladega County DHR 

Front row, left to right: 
Heather Eddings                     
Gateway 

Megan Bunzel                          
FirstLight  Homeless 
Shelter 

Jessica Radford                        
Gateway 

Ellen Walker                            
Glenwood, Inc. 

Not Shown:                        
Julia David-Shipanga              
Pathways                           

   

 “Washing ones hands of the conflict between the       
powerful and the powerless means to side with the      
powerful, not to be neutral”  - Paulo Freire 

mailto:dukej@montevallo.edu�


 

Alabama Arise Student Group Advocates for Change 
By Stephanie Clifton, President; and Megan Bunzel, Vice-President 
 
                In Fall 2010, the Alabama Arise Student Group became an official student group 
on the UM campus.  Our goals are to:  
1)  educate students about the poor and disenfranchised in Alabama;  
2)   give students an opportunity to advocate on issues related to poverty and social injustice; 
3)   increase awareness about poverty in Alabama; and  
4) encourage members to be politically active and to disseminate information on policy 

analysis and legislative advocacy.   
               We held several informational meetings during the Fall and Spring semesters to 
educate more students about constitutional reform in Alabama and held a letter writing cam-
paign to voice our concerns to our elected officials about the need to reform the State’s con-
stitution. On April 12, 2011, we co-sponsored a movie screening of It’s a Thick Book with the 
Young Democrats Student Group. This movie is constitutional reform and was produced by 
the Alabama Citizens for Constitutional Reform Foundation.  We had fifteen people show up 
for the movie and then Nancy Ekberg from Alabama Citizens for Constitutional Reform up-
dated the audience on the latest legislation related to constitutional reform.  Next year, we 
hope to have even more activities planned. 
        If you want to get involved you can contact Stephanie at sclifto1@forum.montevallo.edu 
or Dr. Hitchcock, our faculty advisor, at lhitchcock@montevallo.edu.  
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          Scholarship Recipients 2011-2012 
Roxie Craig Scholarship in Social Work 

Miracle Benson, Miranda Cleveland, Amber Dupes, Stephanie Porterfield, Jessica Radford,  

Melanie Springsteen, Jessica Vance and Ellen Walker 

Jeanette Niven Social Work Scholarship 

Dorothy “Dotti” Bailey & Jennifer “Jenny” Jones 

Jan Eagles Memorial Scholarship in Allied Health 

Kay Hodgin 

Mary Edna Porter Family and Child Scholarship 

Julia David-Shipanga 

Louise White Dawson Scholarship in Social Work 

Tabitha Perry 

From left to right: Ellen Walker, Maranda Cleveland, 
Jessica Radford, Stephanie Porterfield, Jessica Vance 
and Melanie Springsteen.  

mailto:sclifto1@forum.montevallo.edu�
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Message from an Alumni  

By Kelly Duke 

Graduate Student at the University of Alabama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

                When I stepped onto the campus of the University of Montevallo 
as a 17 year old freshman, I knew I wanted to study social work, and I knew 
Montevallo was the right place for me. By the time I had completed the So-
cial Work Program at the University of Montevallo, I had learned what it truly 
meant to be an advocate and a leader. Now, as a 26 year old graduate stu-
dent at the University of Alabama, I'm using the important lessons I learned 
at Montevallo during my internship in Washington, DC.  

 I have been so fortunate to take advantage of the amazing opportu-
nities that have come my way, including receiving two scholarships, one 
specifically for being a University of Montevallo graduate. This allowed me to 
come to Washington, DC to complete my MSW internship with a non-profit 
called Sasha Bruce Youthwork. Sasha Bruce started over 30 years ago as a 
homeless shelter for runaway and homeless youth in DC. Since then, the 
agency has grown to 17 programs that serve young people and their fami-
lies. I have had a wide range of experiences at Sasha Bruce, from doing 
street outreach to homeless young people at night to meeting with politicians 
during the day.  

 Much of my work here has focused on program development. I 
have helped start a new Teen Outreach Program in one of DC's most notori-
ously impoverished, violent, and under-performing schools. This program 
teaches life-skills and service learning to students while they earn high 
school credits. I have also worked on developing a drop-in center in one of 
DC's housing projects. Sasha Bruce's programs will provide services at this 
center including parenting groups, health and wellness groups, after school 
activities, tutoring, job training, and special events. I was able to be part of 
the grant writing team that wrote the grant to receive funding for this project, 
however as of this time, services are being offered in-kind. Another program 
I have had the pleasure to work on is a workforce development program that 
takes young people from the Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services, 
teaches them a trade, gives them a stipend, and helps them to work toward 
their educational goals.  

 My intention in coming to the District was never to stay here. I 
came to expand my base of knowledge; find out what other innovative pro-
grams, policies, and ideas were out there, and bring them back to Alabama.  
I learned so much everyday being in this city, and working in a wonderful 
agency that truly cares about the well-being of the young people and their 
families. Soon I'll come back to Alabama, and I know I'll carry the lessons 
that I've learned here with me, just as I know I carry the lessons that I 
learned from the University of Montevallo with me always.   

What Your Gifts Have Made Possible 

 
 

Rachel Ellison 
Samantha Smith  
Chanae Winfield 

Linda King 
Dorothy Starr 
Elaine Salas 
Olivia Acoff 
 Ava Rozelle 

Mel Robinson 
James Ray 
Kay Herrin 

Ruth Fitzgerald 
Judy Foster 

Millard Martin 
Mary Wadsworth 

Susan Vaughn 
Karen Driver 
William Day 
Kristi Carter 

Barbara Bonfield 
Cynthia Carpenter 
Karen Crawford 
Leigh Williams 
Jeannie Duke 
Jason Newell 

Laurel Hitchcock 

Gifts to the  
Program 

Scholarships for 13 students in practicum 
during 2011-2012 

BSS Homecoming Reception                 
in February 2011 

Fees and mileage for students to attend 
local conferences 

Textbooks for use in classroom 

Instructional DVDs for classroom use 

Journals 

Postage for the Spring 2011 Newsletter 
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Chris Belden ‘09  has been accepted into the MSW Pro-
gram at the University of Alabama. 

Kim Carden ‘10 is working as a residential instructor at 
Glenwood. 

Elizabeth Morgan ’05  is currently living in Texas. 

Amy McDonald ‘96  has been chosen as the Nathalie 
Molton Gibbons award winner by the Alumni  Associa-
tion. 

Jennifer Travis-Scott ’09 has received her practicum 
placement at United Hospice, located in Athens,          
Georgia. 

Shakari Beechem ‘10  is currently living  in Mobile, and 
is working at a nursing home as a Social Service          
Assistant.  

 Alexis Noel Gothard McDonald  ‘05 passed away Fri-
day, November 5, 2010 in Huntsville. 

Paul Dompierre ‘99 has moved back to Alabama from 
Neveda. 

Lance Day ’07  has moved to Asheville, North Carolina, 
and is working for Meridian BHS as a therapist in the  
Sexual Abuse Intervention Program, doing groups and  
one-on-one with sex offenders in the most western coun-
ties of North Carolina. 

Karen Driver ‘08  was appointed by Governor Bob Riley 
to the Alabama Council for Developmental Disabilities, 
which serves as an advocate for Alabama citizens with 
disabilities and their families. She is also working part 
time with the Arc of Shelby County on a transition project 
for young adults with disabilities who are transitioning 
from high school to the community.                      

Shaunte Slater ’08  is a full time student at the University 
of Alabama, and will be receiving her Masters Degree in 
Social Work in May 2011. She has an upcoming field 
placement at Gateway. 

Patrice Reese-Hardy ‘09  is currently working with HUD 
in a chronically homeless supportive housing program 
where a grant provides rental assistance for 9 single 
women in apartments. She is slated to attend the advanced 
standing graduate program at the University of Alabama in 
May 2011. 

Kristi Goodin Carter ’95  began work in April  for 
Shelby County, Alabama DHR as a social worker in the 
Family Preservation Unit, after being a stay at home mom 
for several years. 

Christal Hollis Hill ’98 recently opened a new non-
medical in-home care service agency covering Chilton, 
Shelby, St. Clair and Talladega Counties in Alabama. 
Their grand opening was October 21, 2010. 
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December 2010 Graduates 

Monique Allen                                                     
Kim Carden                                                            

Jackie Collins                                                         
Carolyn Hall                                                      

Tonia Inestroza                                                   
B. J. McCroey                                                           
Brian Milstead                                                                

April Ray                                                                   

 

 

May 2011 Graduates 

Jennifer Barker                                              
Hillary Franklin                                             

Tiffany McCollough                                          
Ursula Nixon                                               

Elizabeth Parks                                              
Angela Slaughter                                            
Christine Smith                                              
Kellie Williams                               

 

Social Work Graduates, 2010-2011 



 
 

 

 

 

Ms. Jeannie Duke                                     

1.  Alzheimer’s of Central Alabama – President Emeritus 
2.  Baccalaureate Program Director’s Conference in Cincinnati, OH, Presentation – “Out with         

the Old?:Developing a Core Competency Review Process for Assignments” with Dr. Lau-
rel  Hitchcock, 2/25/11 

3.  Dancy Lecture Committee, Chair 
4.  Alabama Gerontological Society Conference – Co-Chair 
5.  University of Alabama- Social Work Society – Member 
6.    UM Spring Preview Day – represented Social Work 

Dr. Laurel Iverson Hitchcock 

1.  Baccalaureate Program Director’s Conference in Cincinnati, OH, Presentation – 
“Out with the Old?: Developing a Core Competency Review Process for Assign-
ments” with Ms. Jeannie Duke, 2/25/11 

2.  Baccalaureate Program Director’s Conference in Cincinnati, OH, Presentation –  
Doctoral Showcase on “The Creation of US Federal Services for Crippled Chil-
dren,       1890-1941”, 2/24/11 

3.  Faculty Advisor for Alabama Arise Student Group 
4.  Member of UM SAFE Zone Advisory Committee 
5.    Principal Investigator of Title IV-E Training Grant for UM Social Work Program 

Dr. Jason Newell  

1.  Member of Task Force for the development of a Liberal Studies major 
2.  Member of Freshman First-Year Advisory Board 
3.  Member of Freshman Pre-Registration Committee—Representing office of Academic 

Affairs 
4.  Faculty Advisor for Social Work Club 
5.  Presented at Mental Health: Keep it in Mind! Symposium (March 2011) 
6.  Newell, J.M. & MacNeil, G.A. (2011). A comparative analysis of burnout and professional 

quality of life in clinical mental health providers and health care administrators. Journal of 
Workplace Behavioral Health 26(1), 25-43. 

 

7. Newell, J.M. An Investigation of Professional Burnout, Secondary Traumatic Stress, and Compassion Fatigue   
 among Mental Health Professionals Serving Veterans and Military Families. Presented at The University of 
 Montevallo Faculty Research Symposium. March 2011. 

 

We have a new Facebook page!  From F/B simply search “University of        
Montevallo Social Work Program” or use this link; http://www.facebook.com/
University-of-Montevallo-Social-Work-Program.  Please “like” our F/B page and 
receive updates on the program and our alumni; also, please suggest our page to 
any other friends so our F/B community can grow. 

Faculty News 

   7 



Social Work Students Participate in The Big Event 
 

Celebrations for Social Work Month 2011 -  (Continued from page 1):  as 
the Hallie Farmer Lecturer for 2011, and we were lucky enough to have him 
speak directly to over 80 of our social work students about his book and the 
importance of social justice today.  Dr. Jason Newell served on the Hallie 
Farmer Lecture Committee and helped select and recruit Mr. Blackmon to 
campus.  Additionally, many of the  Program’s community partners such as 
the Alabama Department of  Human Resources, Alabama Health Springs, the 
Social Security Office  and the Alabama Poverty Project served as guest speak-
ers in courses throughout the month.   

As part of Social Work Month, students and faculty of the UM   Social 
Work Program participated in events throughout the state such as Arise Citi-
zens’ Policy Project Annual Conference in Montgomery, AL, and the Ala-
bama Gerontological Society Annual Conference in Birmingham, AL.  The 
Program’s Faculty also kept UM social work alumni and other constituents 
updated on Social Work Month events through weekly emails, highlighting 
how social work practitioners and community members could get involved in 
promoting the social work profession.  We also provided Social Work Month 
posters and flyers to all of our practicum agencies.   

8 

On Saturday, March 26, nearly 400 University of Montevallo students volunteered their time for The Big 
Event. Social work students from the UM Social Work Club and the UM Chapter of Alabama Arise partici-
pated in the event. The students met at Johnson Field at 8:45 a.m. to receive their T-shirts and tools. Dr. 
Jason Newell was asked by Student Government Association (SGA) to be the opening speaker to motivate 
the students and to discuss the importance of community service. Students assisted with landscaping main-
tenance, flower bed building, planting, painting, organizing a store, cleaning out a basement and serving as 
parking and booth attendants and more for the Future Farmers of America  (FFA) Farm Day event that 
was occurring that same day in Montevallo. 

Ms. Elaine Hipps and Mr. Jim Loop 
from Gateway receive an award from 
Ms. Jeannie Duke.   

Ms. Sherry Webb from FirstLight    
Shelter with Ms. Jeannie Duke.  



Student Volunteer Experience– Field of Angels 

By Jenny Jones 

          Upon entering the Social Work Program, I had no idea how much growth I was going to experience.  I have 

learned so much about myself and the things I value. I gained some of the most valuable knowledge through my volunteer 

experience required for admission into the social work program. I worked as a “buddy” for the Field of Angels baseball 

league, and it was one of the most amazing experiences I have ever had. The baseball league is for special needs children, 

and gives them the opportunity to play on a team. Each of the children has a “buddy” on the field to help play the game with 

them. These children had the best attitudes and the most amazing stories. So many children who have special needs get la-

beled as being different or not normal, and may not have the same opportunities as other children, and this league gives these 

children those same opportunities as other children. The kids on the team I worked with were amazing, they played each 

game with everything they had, and played hard just like any other kid. To see these children having so much fun playing on 

a team was incredibly rewarding. The 2010 season was the first season the Field of Angels has had, and it included children 

from all over the county. It lasted from August into September and is something that I look forward to being a part of again 

this year. I never knew that working with such amazing children could be as rewarding as it was. I was very lucky to get to 

know these children and be a part of their life for the short amount of time that I got to interact with them and get to know 

them.  I look forward to seeing the growth of this organization and the positive impact it has on these special needs children 

and their families. For more information, visit the Field of Angels website at: http://www.fieldofangels.com/. 

         Social Justice Movie Event 
On March 28th, the Social Work Program, along 

with the UM Counseling Services, hosted a screen-

ing of Bullied: A Student, a School and a Case that 

Made History, a documentary film from the South-

ern Poverty Law Center.  This film chronicles one 

student’s torment at the hands of anti-gay bullies 

and offers an inspiring message of hope to those 

fighting harassment today.   A panel discussion fol-

lowed the movie and the panelists included Dr. 

Glenda Elliot of the Alabama Safe Schools Coali-

tion, Ms. Dorann Tanner of the Shelby County 

School System, Ms. Jessica Merchant of the UM 

Counseling Services and Dr. Megan Sherod of the 

UM Psychology Major.  We had over 80 students, 

faculty and community member attend. You can 

learn more about the documentary at: http://

www.tolerance.org/bullied. 

9 

http://www.fieldofangels.com/�
http://www.tolerance.org/bullied�
http://www.tolerance.org/bullied�
http://www.tolerance.org/bullied�
http://www.tolerance.org/bullied�
http://www.tolerance.org/bullied�
http://www.tolerance.org/bullied�
http://www.tolerance.org/bullied�
http://www.tolerance.org/bullied�


 
     Phi Alpha is the National honor’s society for social work students.  Phi Alpha recognizes academic 
achievement among undergraduate and graduate social work students. An undergraduate student is     
eligible for membership after achieving the following national and local chapter requirements: 
1. Declared social work as a major or second major 
2. Junior or Senior level status 
3. Completion of at least 8 semester hours of required social work courses 
4. Admission to the Social Work Program 
5. Overall 3.0 GPA 
6. Overall 3.25 GPA in social work courses 
7. Pay a one-time national chapter due of $20.00 and local chapter due of $10.00 
 

If you are interested in Phi Alpha, please contact Dr. Newell for a membership application.  If you inter-

ested in learning more about Phi Alpha, you may visit the na-

tional website at www.phialpha.org. Students are inducted into 

Phi Alpha annually on Social Work Day.  

Congratulations to our Spring 2011 initiates! Back row, from 

back left to right: Dr. Jason Newell,  Dorothy Castleberry, 

Jenny Jones, Dorothy “Dotti”  Bailey, and Christine Smith.  

Front Row, from left to right:  Shayne Morgan,  Meagan Bun-

zel, Heather Eddings, Hillary Franklin, Ellen Walker and Jef-

frey Sutton.. Not shown: Jennifer Barker and Ursula Nixon. 

Phi Alpha  Initiates New Members 10 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

May 13, 2011 – Licensure Preparation Workshop.  Dr. Laurel Hitchcock will offer a three-
hour workshop on how to prepare for the basic social work licensure exam from 8:30 AM – 11:30 AM 
in Wills Hall, Room 200 on May 13, 2011.  For more information, please call 665-6176.  
 
June 23, 2011 – Agency Practicum Instructor Training for UM Social Work Program.  
If you are interested in becoming a certified or re-certified (required every two years) partner, please 
attend the field instructor training scheduled for Jun 23, 2011 at 1 PM in Ramsey Hall. For more infor-
mation, please call 665-6185. 
 
September 16, 2011 – UM Social Work Program Advocacy Day.  Dan Marullo, Ph.D. with 
the Children’s Behavioral Health Unit at The Children’s  Hospital of Alabama will be speaking about 
what makes a good psychological assessment, how to ask for what you need in an assessment and 
how to advocate for “best practice” services.  This event will be from 8:30 AM – 12 PM, and the loca-
tion is to be determined.  For more information, please call 665-6176. 

http://www.phialpha.org�


 

Student News 
Dorothy Castleberry and Shayne Morgan were selected for Title IV-E Child Welfare Training Stipends for Fall 2012.  Ms. Castleberry 
will be doing her placement at Talladega County DHR and Ms. Morgan will be at Shelby County DHR.  

Heather Eddings was selected for a Gateway Educational Stipend for Fall 2012.  Ms. Eddings will be completing her practicum place-
ment at Gateway. 

Graduating Senior Ms. Elizabeth Parks was selected at Senior Elite for Social Work.  The Senior Elite honor is bestowed upon a gradu-
ating senior with the highest GPA in his or her field of study.  

Jermaine Jackson participated in the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Oratorical Breakfast and won third place on January 20, 2011.   
 
Practicum Students Christine Smith, Angela Slaughter and Kellie Williams attended the UAB Geriatric Conference sponsored by the 
UAB Center on Aging on January 20 & 21, 2011.  Alumni Jennifer Travis Scott was accepted for a poster presentation.  
 
On January 28, 2011, Ms. Jeannie Duke took three students to the planning meeting for the AL/MS Social Work Education Conference: 
Heather Eddings, Kay Hodgin and Dorothy Castleberry.  Dorothy’s idea was used for the conference theme for 2011. 
 
Students and Faculty from the UM Social Work Program collected food for 4MA.  We collected over eight boxes of food, more than 
enough for the 75 bags that 4MA was planning to distribute.  The following students donated: Leigh Williams, Stephanie Porterfield, 
Tabitha Perry, Dorothy Castleberry, Allison Smith, Maranda Cleveland, Brittany Edwards, and Ashley Johnson.  
 
On March 4, 2011, Dr. Laurel Hitchcock attended the Arise Citizens’ Policy Project annual conference in Montgomery, AL with the    
following students: Jennifer Barker, Hillary Franklin, Ursula Nixon, Elizabeth Parks, Kellie Williams, Tabitha Perry and Dorothy 
Castleberry. 
Kathleen S. Hodgin was a winner of the 2010-2011 President’s Awards for Excellence in Writing for the category “Writing in Disciplines 
other than English”.  The title of her easy was “Zapatistas and Tourism: The Revolution Continues in Chiapas”.  

JoAnna Hawkins served at a Chairperson for the Birmingham Aids Organization’s AIDS walk Committee. 

Ursula Nixon and Jennifer Barker attended BACHE 2011 Women’s Conference at UAB on March 30, 2011.  

Miracle Benson gave birth to a healthy 8lb 4oz boy (CHRISTIAN JEREMIAH) on March 29, 2011.  Mother and baby are doing great.   

Social Work majors Jackie Collins, Shayne Morgan, John Rittman, and Carmen Lambert participated in the UM Falcon Scholars 
program for 2010-2011.  

Ellen Walker presented research at Undergraduate Research Day on March 23, 2011.  Her presentation was titled “Examining the rela-
tionship between procrastination and study skills: Does a college student’s self-efficacy and self-esteem make a difference?” 

Jackie Collins, Shayne Morgan, John Rittman and Carmen Lambert participated in the UM Falcon Scholars in Action program for 
2010-2011. Only twenty-five UM students are selected each year to serve clients in agencies and programs throughout Shelby County.  

Practicum Student meets Dr. Patch Adams 
 

By Christine Smith 
 
On March 30, 2011, Shelby Ridge Rehab Select welcomed Dr. Patch Adams and about a dozen clowns for a 
clowning event.  I am currently completing my field placement at Shelby Ridge.  Our facility won the event by 
entering an essay contest describing what was unique about the facility.  Patch and his clowning crew were met 
at the door by residents and staff wearing red clown noses.  Yes, even I was wearing a clown nose!  Patch en-
gaged residents by singing, dancing in the hall in the world’s largest underwear, telling jokes and using thera-
peutic touch such as hugging.  Balloons, stickers, laughter and love spread throughout the building.  The experi-
ence was priceless and the memories unforgettable by both staff and residents. 
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Social Work Club in Action 
 By Stephanie Porterfield, President; and Elizabeth Parks, Vice- President  

             In Fall 2010, the Social Work Club members successfully raised donations  to sponsor a 
Veteran’s family for Thanksgiving, and to sponsor a teenage boy for Christmas.  The greatest en-
joyment from our efforts was being able to meet with the Veteran and his family. It was over-
whelmingly wonderful to experience the joy in helping someone else.  The tears in his eyes really 
showed us what social work was all about, and that being able to help others really does make a 
difference; not only in the physical sense of supplying food and other household products, but  
knowing that there are people out there that do care for others. Faculty, staff and students in the 
Behavior and Social Sciences (BSS) Department really pulled together as a family, and raised 
well over the needed amount in donations and cash.  

           In Spring 2011, the Club expanded to include any UM student interested in learning more 
about social work and helping the community.  In March, we collected food for the Middle Ala-
bama Area Agency on Aging (M4A) Food Drive for Seniors.  We collected enough food for over 
90 food bags that were given to 85 different seniors and their families. Also, to help celebrate So-
cial Work Month, we designed t-shirts for the Social Work Program.  With the theme of “Social 
Work is our business”, we sold over 30 shirts at Social Work Day on April 7, 2011.  

           

   If you are interested in buying a social work t-shirt for 
$20 (only $15 for students), you can contact Stephanie 
Porterfield at sporterf@forum.montevallo.edu or call 665-
6180.  All proceeds will go to benefit the activities of the 
Social Work Club in 2011-2012. 
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Stephanie Clifton and Stephanie Porterfield model the Social Work 
Club’s new t-shirts. 

From left to right, SWK Student Elizabeth Parks,  Hettie 
Wagner with SEA, SWK Student Stephanie Porterfield and 
Karen Pendleton with SEA.  

mailto:sporterf@forum.montevallo.edu�


ALUMNI NEWS FORM 

Please complete this form and return it to us so that we may include information about you in our next newsletter. 

 

Name_____________________________________________________________Year of Graduation_________________ 

 

HomeAddress________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone_______________________________________  Work Phone______________________________________  

 

E-mail______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Place of Employment__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Position_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

News_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

I wish my gift to be applied to the following: 

_____  DVDS for the classroom                                                            ______ Louise White Dawson Scholarship 

_____ Student registration fees at professional meetings                 ______  Mary Edna Porter Scholarship 

_____  Unrestricted (to meet the needs of the Program)                   ______  Jeanette Niven Scholarship    

Diversity makes for a rich tapestry. We must understand that all the threads of the tapestry are equal in 
value, no matter their color; equal in importance no matter their texture. - Maya Angelou  
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PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

University of Montevallo 
Social Work Program 
Station 6176 
Montevallo, AL 35115 
 
Dr. Laurel Iverson Hitchcock 
Phone: 205 665-6180 
Fax: 205 665-6186 
E-mail: lhitchcock@montevallo.edu 
 
To learn more about the Social Work 
Program, please visit  the UM website at:  
http://www.montevallo.edu/bss/
socialwork.shtm 

Mailing Address Line 1 
Mailing Address Line 2 
Mailing Address Line 3 
Mailing Address Line 4 
Mailing Address Line 5 

Social Work Licensure Computer  Test 
Available for Alumni Use 

The Program has both the LBSW and 
LGSW computer practice test available for 

use by students, alumni and community mem-
bers. They are available by appointment Mon-

day through Friday between  8 am and 5pm 
on campus only. 

If you wish to use them contact the office at 

(205) 665-6180 

Or email bssdept@montevallo.edu 

http://www.montevallo.edu/bss/socialwork.shtm�
http://www.montevallo.edu/bss/socialwork.shtm�
http://www.montevallo.edu/bss/socialwork.shtm�
http://www.montevallo.edu/bss/socialwork.shtm�
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