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Social Work Newsletter
Advocacy Day 2011
The 8th annual Advocacy Conference, Understanding Best Practices in Psychological Assessment, was held on Friday, September 16, 2011. The program
was sponsored by the University of Montevallo’s Social Work Program, along
with partners from the University of Montevallo’s Counseling and Career Center, and the University of Montevallo’s Counseling Program. Students from the
Social Work Program served as volunteers and assisted with registration, continuing education unit (CEU) certificates, welcoming guests and coffee breaks.
Over 80 participants including social workers, teachers, counselors, students,
UM alums, and faculty members attended the four-hour workshop. Dr. Dan
Marullo, a licensed psychologist, employed at The Children’s Hospital of Alabama was the guest speaker. Dr. Marullo helped attendees to increase their
knowledge of what makes a good psychological assessment; improve their ability to identify what is needed in a psychological assessment; improve their
knowledge of how to advocate for “best practice” in psychological services; and
enhance their ability to advocate on behalf of children/youth/young adults or
self.
During the introductions to the event, the Dr. Laurel Hitchcock announced the
creation of the Joyce Greathouse Advocacy Writing Contest. The purpose of
this contest is to engage social work students at the University of Montevallo in
social welfare policy and political advocacy in the State of Alabama. Ms. Joyce
Greathouse, an alumni of the UM Social Work Program (’56), has had a long
career in social work in Alabama with Children’s Aid Society in Birmingham,
and is passionate about the role of social workers to affect social welfare policy
change in Alabama. For more information about the contest, please visit our
website: http://www.montevallo.edu/bss/SWK/default.shtm.
Another highlight of the day was the use of the Social Work Program’s new
Flip Cameras to record the happenings at Advocacy Day. The Flip cameras
are part of the Program’s new Portable Skills Lab which is a partnership with
the UM Carmichael Library. The Portable Skills Lab includes 14 hand-held
video cameras and tripods for use by social work students and faculty to record
students’ interviews, presentations and other activities for class assignments.
Funding from the Department of Human Resource’s Child Welfare Training
Grant helped to purchase the cameras and the Director of the Carmichael Library has agreed to store, monitor and maintain these cameras and tripods at
their facility. During Advocacy Day, three social work students, Kelsey Allison,
Carmen Lambert and Leigh Williams, video recorded parts of Dr. Marullo’s
lecture and interviewed individuals attending the workshop. From this footage,
Mike Price with the Library’s Digital Media Lab created the Program’s first
ever video which can be seen on You Tube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=dKGyXJsKRZ4&feature=share.

Speaker Dr. Dan Marullo

Note from the Director
Dear Students, Alumni and Friends of the UM Social Work Program,
As the Fall 2011 semester ends, I am happy to report that we have completed
all the steps for our re-accreditation process with the Council on Social Work
Education. We had our site visit in November and it went very well.
The site visitor noted some of the following strengths of our program:
1. The social work program is a vibrant program with a strong presence on
the University of Montevallo campus.
2. Faculty of the program are very committed and student-focused.
Students I met with stressed how much the faculty care about them.
3. The program enjoys a faculty who are diverse in their areas of expertise and who are committed to liberal
arts education and multidisciplinary collaboration.
4. The program has created an environment where students representing all areas of diversity feel safe and
are encouraged to succeed.
5. The program has strong alumni who are committed to the ongoing success of the program.
6. Faculty, students, alumni, and field instructors all appear to be committed to the values and ethics of the
social work profession, especially in the areas of advocacy and social justice.
My thanks to all the students, alumni, practicum agency instructors, community constituents, faculty members
and administrators who participated in the site visit last month. Your support for the UM Social Work Program
is essential and impressive. I am humbled by the efforts and dedication of our students, faculty and alumni on
behalf of the UM Social Work Program and the Social Work Profession. My sincere thanks for all you do. As
always, please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of service, 205-665-6176 or lhitchcock@montevallo.edu
Best,

Laurel Iverson Hitchcock

“The question is not “Can you make a difference?” You already do make a
difference. It’s just a matter of what kind of difference you want to make
during your life on this planet.”
~Julia Butterfly Hill

Faculty Contact Information
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Dr. Laurel Hitchcock
Director and Assistant
Professor
Jeter Building,
Office 100B
205 665-6176

Ms. Jeannie Duke
Practicum Coordinator
and Instructor
Jeter Building, Suite 2,
Office D
205 665-6185

lhitchcock@montevallo.edu

dukej@montevallo.edu

Dr. Jason Newell
Assistant Professor
Jeter Building, Suite 2,
Office A
205 665-6184
jnewell2@montevallo.edu

Main Office:
205 665-6180
205 665-6186 fax
bssdept@montevallo.edu

Note from the Practicum Director:
Dear Practicum Agency Instructors,
Thank you for your significant contribution to our program’s CSWE site
visit success. The strong support agencies and agency instructors provide to the Social Work Program was evident to the site visitor and is
cited as a strength of the program on the final report. Your willingness to
spend time mentoring, educating and instructing students plus your
insistence on high professional standards results in well prepared generalist social work professionals. The Practicum Program is dependent
on your commitment to undergraduate social work education. I appreciate your efforts and look forward to our continuing work together in
2012.

Jeannie A. Duke, LCSW, ACSW
Clinical Instructor and Practicum Program Director

University of Montevallo Social Work Program
Spring 2012 Practicum Students
Kelsey Allison
Agency: Shelby Co.
Board of Education
Miracle Benson
Agency: Talladega
Co. DHR
Amber Dupes
Agency: UM
Counseling Center
Joanna Hawkins
Agency: Birmingham
AIDS Outreach
Stephen Jackson
Agency: Shelby Co.
Board of Education

Carmen Lambert
Agency: UAB
Women’s Comp
Clinic
Molly McConville
Agency: YMCA
Domestic Violence
Center
Delisha Moorer
Agency: Chandlar
Health Center

Melanie Springsteen
Agency: First Light
Women’s Shelter
Jessica Vance
Agency: Bibb Co.
DHR
Leigh Williams
Agency: Gateway
Tabitha Perry
Agency: Talladega
Co. DHR

Kelsey Prestridge
Agency: Glenwood
Samantha Smith
Agency: Gateway
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My Volunteer Experience at United Way
By Jennifer Colacurto
After the tornadoes destroyed the Tuscaloosa area in Alabama, I had the opportunity to help at the call
center at United Way. I had never done anything like this before, and I was nervous about answering
phones. My hearing is not what it should be at my age, so I thought I would have a hard time understanding the callers. When I arrived at the building, there were a lot of people there answering away at
the phone calls. I entered with two other volunteers and we were immediately greeted by one of the
employees of the normal 211 call center. Everyone was very nice and I felt right at home. I was paired
with a young lady who had been answering phone calls for the past week. She showed me how to work
the phone and told me about some of the phone calls she had already received. She also showed me
the emails that had much of the information that the callers were asking for. After that, I was on my
own.
My first called was a young lady who wanted to know where a drop off center was for the canned
goods she wanted to donate. I was not familiar with the area she was at, but there were plenty of helpful people around to either give me the answer or guide me to the answer. After a couple phone calls I
felt like a pro. I really enjoyed working with United Way. The staff were extremely nice and helpful. I
felt that what I was doing was making a difference. This really hit home when I got a phone call from
a woman who had not heard from her husband in three days. At first I was at a loss as to what to do.
By the middle of the conversation, I realized that the woman needed someone to listen to her more
than anything else. Of course, she was scared out of her mind about her missing husband, but I think
that by talking it out to me she was able to calm down and think rationally. I gave her the number to
the missing persons hotline and wished her good luck. I was moved to tears when she said her “thank
you’s” and told me that I was an angel.
I will never forget this experience. I only hope that I can continue to do this kind of work. Having this
experience has cemented my belief that I am following the path that I am destined to follow. I can
only hope that I will find a place where I will do the most good and I hope that I can one day help
United Way again.
“ T here may be times when we are powerless to prevent injustice, but there must never
be a time when we fail to protest. ” ~ Elie Wiesel

Graduating Students December 2011
Robert Mashburn

Ellen Walker

Shayne Morgan

Steven Rotkiewicz

Kay Hodgin

Stephanie Porterfield

Jermaine Jackson

Jessica Beal

Dorothy Castleberry

Jenny Jones
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Meagan Bunzel

Jeffrey Sutton

Liz Edwards

Dottie Bailey

Julia David-Shipanga

Heather Eddings
Maranda Cleveland
Jessica Radford

Message from an Alumni
By Brigette Starr
Development Director,
Safehouse of Shelby County
My passion for social work began in my early twenties. At the age of
twenty-one, I was working for the Department of Forensic Sciences in
Montgomery. My primary job responsibility there was to catalog incoming evidence. I became alarmed by the high frequency of sexual
assault kits being submitted by law enforcement. My concern led me
to begin volunteering with Standing Together Against Rape (S.T.A.R). As a Volunteer Advocate, I assisted the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners with rape exams and informed victims of the free services
available to them. In addition, I served as a board member on S.T.A.R.’s Rape Awareness Marketing
Campaign, which provided educational material about sexual assault throughout six Alabama counties.
I also served on S.T.A.R’s Sexual Assault Response Team and volunteered with the Department of
Public Health and the Alabama Coalition Against Rape.
At twenty-three, I received a full scholarship and was able to pursue my dream of attending college fulltime. Because of my experience working with victims, I knew that a degree in social work would take
my career to the next level. I loved attending classes at Montevallo. My classes gave me better insight
into ways that I could make a difference in the community and the world. I enjoyed reading case reviews, and eventually in my senior year, creating case plans for my own clients. My practicum at the
YWCA’s Family Violence Center allowed me to work with domestic violence survivors in a shelter setting. It was very rewarding partnering with clients as they grew and reached their treatment goals.
In May of 2010 I graduated with my Bachelor’s degree in Social Work. However, finding a job after
graduation proved to be harder than I had anticipated. Months passed, and as Domestic Violence
Awareness Month (October) approached, I began to think about all of the anti-violence campaigns I had
seen and been a part of. Equipped with the knowledge of social work, I decided to create my own antiviolence campaign that was different from any campaign I had seen. In August 2010, No Stereotypes:
An Anti-Violence Campaign was born. The premise behind No Stereotypes was to photograph local domestic violence and sexual assault survivors and anti-violence advocates in the community. I hoped to
give survivors a unique opportunity for healing by allowing them to display their personal message
through photography. I partnered with a professional photographer, and No Stereotypes: An AntiViolence Campaign premiered in October 2010. Since then, my campaign has been embraced by the
Alabama Coalition Against Domestic Violence, college campuses, and survivors /anti-violence advocates across the nation, and even the world. No Stereotypes even has followers in New Zealand!
In June of 2011, I applied for a Development Director’s position with SafeHouse of Shelby County. Although the job qualifications requested applicants with a Master’s degree, plus two years of experience
working with domestic violence/sexual assault survivors, I went out on a limb and applied. (I had a
Bachelor’s Degree, with eight years of experience working with survivors.) In the end, the Executive
Director chose me, and No Stereotypes: An Anti-Violence Campaign played a role in me being hired.
SafeHouse’s Executive Director loved No Stereotypes and partnered with me for the 2011 Campaign.
My experiences have shown me to never give up on my dreams, and the University of Montevallo
played such an integral role in my journey. I love my job, and SafeHouse’s Executive Director hopes to
give No Stereotypes national recognition by showcasing it at an upcoming national domestic violence
conference. To learn more about No Stereotypes: An Anti-Violence Campaign, please search for us on
Facebook or click on the following link: http://www.facebook.com/pages/No-Stereotypes-An-AntiViolence-Campaign/147725988592062
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Jennifer Travis Scott, ‘10 has started graduate school
at the University of Georgia, and is doing very well.

Leanne Heaton ’93 is a researcher in the Washington,
DC metro area. For the past seven years, she worked at the
National Institute of Mental Health on a large study that
explores how mood and anxiety run in families. Recently,
she accepted a position at a local research firm, Westat, and
is a Senior Study Director. Her projects include the National Survey of Youth in Custody (NSYC2) and the Annual Adult Probation and Parole Survey. Leanne completed
her Ph.D. in Social Work at Virginia Commonwealth University in May 2010.

Terri Bradley ‘99 has moved back to Birmingham from
Dothan, where she was employed by the Social Security
Administration. She is still employed by that agency.

Jacqueline Collins, ‘10 is working at Safe House through
the Falcon Scholars in Action program at UM, and has
been nominated for the National Association of Social
Work Alabama at Large representative position at the
bachelors level.

Elizabeth Parks, ‘10 is attending graduate school a the
University of Alabama, and writes, “Professors like Dr.
Newell, Ms. Duke and Dr. Hitchcock are rare, and I am just
so grateful I had the opportunity to learn from them”.

Carolyn Hall, ‘10 is working as a Family Child Specialist
worker for Gateway Shelby County Wraparound Program.
She is now a LBSW.

Jennifer Travis Scott, ‘10 has started graduate school at
the University of Georgia, and is doing very well.

Susan Vaughn ’71 writes “Hello to all my alumni friends.
I am enjoying retirement. I continue to volunteer at Shelby
Emergency Assistance and do what I can to help out
friends and church members who need a helping hand. I
also stay in touch with several members of the Behavioral
and Social Sciences faculty and of course, Dr. Manning. I
spent two weeks vacationing in northern Idaho, Montana
and Waterton, Canada. I never tire of seeing this beautiful
country and its native animals. I am now on Facebook, so
let me hear from you. I’m sure knowing how few computer
skills I have, that you can’t imagine me using FB!”

Tiffany Mccollough, ‘10 works as a crisis counselor at
Jefferson/Blount/St. Clair Mental Health Authority (JBS).

Kim Carden ’10 currently works at Glenwood, Inc., with
children that are severely emotionally disturbed between
the ages of 6 and 12, and plans to pursue her masters in
Social Work in the near future.

Gabrielle Metz, ‘96 was named the Employee of the
Month for the VA Hospital in Birmingham, working as a
psychotherapist with veterans in their outpatient PTSD
clinic.

Jennifer Arrington ’09 is enjoying Grad school at UA,
having made A’s in her first two classes, and is looking
forward to an equally successful fall semester.

Kim Watson, ‘93 writes, ”I recently returned to case management/support coordinator for Individuals with Developmental Disabilities. After a few years of desk reviews, it
has been refreshing to meet my consumers and spend time
in the field again.”
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Jennifer Arrington, “09 recently completed her Master’s
with a 4.0, and is working as a therapist with Life Enhancement Services in Georgia.

Monique Williams, ‘09 successfully passed the licensure
exam, and is now a LBSW.

Lesley Long ‘10 started a job at JBS in June 2010, and plans on
taking the Licensure Exam in the near future.
Brigette Starr ’10 is working on a project, “No Stereotypes: An
Anti-Violence Campaign” , dedicated to raising awareness about
sexual assault and domestic violence in our community.
Monique Allen ‘10 has been employed at Gateway since April
2011. She works in the therapeutic foster care unit providing
basic living skills to the foster children and family support to the
foster parents.
Brandy Tate, ’06 writes that she is an EID Waiver social
worker, at the Talladega County Health Department. She and her
husband are expecting their first child in September.
Shakari Beechem passed her licensure exam, and works in Mobile’s JOBS Program at DHR.
Heather Eddings has accepted a job with Gateway in the Therapeutic Foster Care program.
Brittany “Shane” Morgan coordinated a Thanksgiving food
drive for the Bibb County DHR, collecting over 3,000 cans of
food.
Kellie Williams, ‘10 works as a disaster mental health counselor
for Project Rebound, through Jefferson/Blount/St. Clair Mental
Health Authority.

In Memory
Ethel Harris Hall passed away November 12, 2011. She
taught at the University of Montevallo. Senator Roger
Smitherman brought condolences from the UM faculty
and students.
Amanda Moran Treadwell ‘99 passed away unexpectedly on September 16, 2011, at her home in Opelika, Alabama. She received her Bachelor’s degree in Social Work
at the University of Montevallo, and later obtained her
master’s degree in Social Work from the University of
Alabama.
Edith Daniel Kennedy ‘62 passed away Tuesday, May
17, 2011 at her residence. She graduated from the University of Montevallo with a degree in Social Work. Survivors include her sons, Bill (Angela) Kennedy of Pike
Road and Jimmy (Kim Mauldin) Kennedy of Clayton,
AL, her grandchildren, William Kennedy IV, Wenton
Kennedy, Winola Kennedy, Willa Tate Kennedy, Timothy Kennedy, James Kennedy, David Mauldin, and Dylan
Mauldin.

Pre-Practicum Students - Spring 2012

Back Row, left to right: Stephanie Clifton, Cecil Kessinger, Tiffney Hester, Melynda Keller, John Rittman, Ka‐
sandra Coleman, Janet Smith
Front Row, left to right: Ms. Jeannie Duke, Rachel Ellison, Emily McKinney, Tracey Johnson, Jazmine King,
Shay Daniel, and Jennifer Calacurto.
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Faculty News
Jeannie Duke
-Assisted with planning of September 16th Advocacy Day
-Chair, Dancy Lectures Series – speaker in November
-Assisted with planning of site visitor meeting
-Oct. 14 – Workshop on Learning Styles for the McNair Scholar’s Program
-University of Alabama – School of SWK – Board of Friends, Chair: Development Committee
-UM Geography Search Committee – Member
-Invited to speak at the UAB Gerontology Conference in January, 2012 and invited to present two
workshops at the 2012 Alabama Gerontological Society annual conference in April, 2012
-Supervised 18 seniors in practicum
-UM Blueprints Program – SWK presentation

Laurel Iverson Hitchcock
-Presentation: Coordinated Care for Children in New York during the 1916 Polio Epidemic, Annual
Program Meeting for the Council on Social Work Education, Atlanta, GA, 10/28/11.
-Presentation: Digital Pedagogy: Using Digital Cameras in the Classroom, co-presentation with Andrew Battista and Amanda Melcher, Faculty Development and Collaboration Series, University of
Montevallo, Montevallo, AL, 10/12/11.
-Faculty Advisor for Alabama Arise Student Group
-Faculty Advisor for Leading Edge Institute
-Member of UM SAFE Zone Advisory Committee
-Principal Investigator of Title IV-E Training Grant for UM Social Work Program
-During the Summer helped to coordinate Thankful Thursdays, UM’s volunteer response to the April
Tornadoes.

Jason Newell
-Newell, J.M. (2011): Addressing the needs of veterans and military families: A generalist practice
approach. Journal of Baccaulaureate Social Work. In Press, Spring 2012.
-Newell, J.M. & MacNeil, G.A. (2011). A comparative analysis of burnout and professional quality of
life in clinical mental health providers and health care administrators. Journal of Workplace Behavioral Health 26(1), 25-43.
-Participated in Freshman Move In Day at the Residential College
-University Faculty Fellow for Housing and Residence Life (3rd Term)
-Guest lecture on vicarious trauma to Counseling Program-Crisis Intervention Class
-Member of Task Force for the development of a Liberal Studies major
-Member of Freshman First-Year Advisory Board
-Member of Freshman Pre-Registration Committee
-Member of Search Committee for Vice President of Academic Affairs

Student News
Molly McConville and her family assisted the Barbour County High School Band in getting some much needed
instruments, donated by the Homewood High School Band.
Amber Dupes and Jeffrey Sutton were married November 11, 2011.
Joanna Hawkins writes that Birmingham AIDS Outreach has a very successful turn-out for this year’s Magic
City AIDS Walk.
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Alabama Arise Student Group advocates for Change
By Stephanie Clifton, President
The goals of the Alabama Arise Student Group are to: 1) educate students about the poor
and disenfranchised in Alabama; 2) give students an opportunity to advocate on issues related to
poverty and social injustice; 3) increase awareness about poverty in Alabama; and 4) encourage
members to be politically active and to disseminate information on policy analysis and legislative
advocacy. This semester, we have collaborated with another student group, Student for Constutional Reform at UM (SCRUM). On September 20, 2011, we co-sponsored a movie screening of
It’s a Thick Book with the Young Democrats Student Group. This movie is constitutional reform
and was produced by the Alabama Citizens for Constitutional Reform Foundation. We had
twenty-seven people show up for the movie and then Dr. Jim Day and Nancy Ekberg from Alabama Citizens for Constitutional Reform update the audience on the latest legislation related to
constitutional reform.
If you want to get involved you can contact Stephanie at sclifto1@forum.montevallo.edu
or Dr. Hitchcock, our faculty advisor, at lhitchcock@montevallo.edu.

Baby Boomers and Technology: Can You See the Connection?
By Leigh Williams
On September 29, 2011, Social Work Student Leigh Williams attended the conference The Baby
Boomers ARE here: Implication for Your Social Work Practice sponsored by the Birmingham Unit of
the NASW- AL Chapter. Here is her report:
The NASW Conference on “The Baby Boomers ARE here” and the implications it will have on
social work practice was quite enlightening. The demand on our social system is about to bust. And
“just because there is coverage does not mean there is going to be access,” states Dr.Lucinda Roff. In
fact, she asserts that “Social workers are the people on the front line that make it work— education is
the way to make it happen.” As a social work student, Dr. Roff recalls only having one educational material that dealt with the aging population. Therefore with today’s boomer population the need for more
educational programs that focus on Gerontology is not only evident, but is essential if we are going to
be effective social work professionals.
According to Dr. Amy Taylor, the baby boomer populations are savvy about what they want
and are embracing technology as a way to get it. In fact, in 2008 only 2% of the population between
the ages of 50-64 was using social networking sites. Today, that number is about 32%. The 55+ group
is the fastest growing group on Facebook. Dr. Taylor suggests that we can use technology in several
ways to get connected with the baby boomer population and become savvy social workers. One way to
use technology is through Telecare services. This service eliminates the need for transportation, it increases group therapy for those in rural areas, and it is low cost. Her second recommendation was the
use of smart phones. Dr. Taylor suggests that mobile health innovation is on the rise and that through
this innovation we are seeing numerous health care applications. These apps can send reminders
about medications and track and monitor health conditions. Finally, the latest merging technology is
Virtual Reality. This technology is helping a lot of people deal with anxiety issues. Currently Virtual Reality is being used with veterans who are suffering from PTSD. This technology gives a “sense of being
there.” It offers a more realistic exposure to life events and aids the veterans in dealing with their experiences.
In summation, the Baby Boomers have arrived, and the need for services will only grow. The
question then becomes—how will you become a savvy Social Worker and provide professional service
to this Baby Boomer generation?
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Phi Alpha is the National honor’s society for social work students. Phi Alpha recognizes
academic achievement among undergraduate and graduate social work students. An undergraduate student is eligible for membership after achieving the following national and local
chapter requirements:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Declared social work as a major or second major
Junior or Senior level status
Completion of at least 8 semester hours of required social work courses
Admission to the Social Work Program
Overall 3.0 GPA
Overall 3.25 GPA in social work courses

Pay a one-time national chapter due of $20.00 and local chapter due of $10.00
Congratulations to our Senior Phi Alpha Members: Dorothy “Dotti” Bailey, Meagan Bunzel,
Dorothy Castleberry, Heather Eddings, Jenny Jones, Brittney Shayne Morgan, Jeffrey
Sutton, and Ellen Walker.
If you are interested in Phi Alpha, please contact Dr. Newell or complete the following application for membership. If you interested in learning more about Phi Alpha, you may visit the
national website at www.phialpha.org. Students are inducted into Phi Alpha annually on
Social Work Day.

Update on Social Work Club Activities
Congratulations to our new club officers for
the 2010-2011 school year:
President: Amber Dupes
Vice President: Carmen Lambert
Secretary: Molly Mcconville
Treasurer: Joanna Hawkins
Bake Sale: The Social Work Club had a very successful
Halloween bake sale raising over $80.00 that will be
used to purchase Christmas gifts for a 6 month old girl
who is in need of shirts, pants, jeans, and diapers. She
one of 3 children in a single parent home.

is

Coffee Sale: Students also sold coffee to raise money for our Christmas charities headed by Club Treasurer Joanna Hawkins.
Coat Drive: Please bring your old and gently used coats to Jeter Hall where a collection bin is located in the Main Lobby.
All collections will go to Shelby Emergency Assistance.
Thanksgiving: Hettie from SEA shared that it was a single-lady living here in Montevallo, who had just moved into a new
apartment thanks to SEA and needed some help establishing and setting up her new home.
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Practicum Students organize Thanksgiving and Christmas Giving in Bibb County
By Shayne Morgan
Annually, Bibb County DHR holds charity events for the community. During our internships at DHR, Jermaine
and I were given the opportunity to head up an event each. Jermaine was put in charge of collecting Christmas
presents for children that were involved with DHR such as foster children, children in ongoing services, or just
children that we had helped recently that we knew wouldn’t have a Christmas otherwise. I was placed in charge
of the annual canned food drive for Thanksgiving. I had NO idea it was as
huge an undertaking as it was! I contacted around 10 local schools, 4 of
which were able to participate. One school had an “Alabama vs. Auburn”
competition in which students gave cans to each team in order to win. All
together, we raised over 3000 cans for Bibb County DHR. The exact number is unknown because we were constantly receiving more!!! We were
able to give every foster family that needed food plenty as well as give out
extra donations to people who needed it. Every day at Bibb County DHR
citizens come in that need food, once a year we can give them canned
goods from our pantry and the annual canned food drive allows us the ability to do that. Without donations this time of year, we would not be able
to keep our pantry running. I have enjoyed working in Bibb County so
much, so often smaller counties, often the poorest of the poor as well, get
forgotten by big agencies that help out with food donations. Being able to
help, even a little during my brief internship, meant so much to me.

Jermaine Jackson and Shayne Morgan
with food donations

What your gifts
made possible
~Creation of the Joyce Greathouse
Advocacy Writing Contest

Donations to the Program
Dr. Mary Beth Armstrong
Mrs. Jeanine Bozeman (’51)
Mrs. Lynn Brewer (’71)
Mrs. Karen Crawford (’81)

~Fees and mileage for students to attend
local conferences

Mrs. Angela Crecelius (‘79)

~Instructional DVDs for classroom use

Mrs. Mary Louise Dabbs (’56)

~Social Work Journals

Mr. Shay Daniel

~DVD Player for student use in the
BSS Student Lounge

Mrs. Jeannie Duke (’76)

~Postage for the Fall 2011 News letter

Ms. Betty Glasscock (’53)

~Textbooks for use in the following classes:
SWK 350, SWK 400, SWK 410 and SWK 420.
The use of these textbooks saves a student
taking SWK 350 in their junior year $147,
and a student taking SWK 400, SWK 410
and SWK 420 in their senior year $232.

Ms. Joy Goldman
Ms. Joyce Greathouse (‘56)
Dr. Laurel Hitchcock
Mrs. Carmen Jackson (’82)
Dr. Jason Newell
Ms. Stephanie Clifton

Mrs. Sue McClamroch (’47)
Dr. Cathy McElderry (’79)
Ms. Leah Pedersen
Mr. Freddie Penick (’89)
Mrs. Mary Price (’77)
Mr. Jeffrey Purvis (’02)
Mrs. Deisha Rosser
Ms. Heather Sims (’06)
Ms. Samantha Jo Smith
Mrs. Brandy Tate (’06)
Dr. Rebecca Turner (’71)
Dr. Susan Vaughn (’71)
Ms. Lillian Wilson
Mr. Arthur Bray
Mrs. Carole Martin (’67)
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Moving Orthogonally in Social Work—By: Jacqueline Collins
An interesting new program has entered the University of Montevallo. The professor is Dr. Cathlena Martin and
this program is so unusual because it is about games. I first became interesting in the class as I was walking into
Comer and saw a handout. The class was called History of Gaming. I have been pleasantly surprised since I attended at exactly how much history there is in games. There are several types of board games categories as we
have learned from Dr. Martin. These include Race, Space, Chase, Displace, and Theme. We are studying the
first three. I have since learned these concepts but it was because I wanted to know how I could use games with
my clients that I became interested in this program.
I consider games to be pertinent for Social Worker students because of the important social significance that can
be provided to a group or community. We have learned that in history games have been used to determine leadership, spirituality, a coming of age for children, and of course whether you held onto your weekly wages. There
were of course many other uses as well and these were for children as well as adults. I remember when I was
working in my practicum at Chilton Shelby Mental Health Center I spent some time with the clients at their
group home playing Uno and Chess. Sometimes the clients had their own rules but I have since learned that as
long as both players know the house rules it is game on! However, that time was important to them, and they
were often excited for opportunity to participate.
I have also used some gaming for my recent volunteer experience through the Falcon Scholars in Action Program that has me with SafeHouse, which is a domestic violence shelter for women. I found that gaming was a
way for the women to open themselves about their experiences. This, I feel, helps with the healing process and
also helped them reflect on their past actions. Additionally, as part of a final paper we have been asked to research into how games are represented in our majors. I am a psychology and social work major and thus I
looked for something that would represent both in some manner. I am currently researching play therapy. This
type of therapy has an extended history and is used to help intellectually disabled and emotionally disturbed children, as well as adolescents, to work on overcoming trauma or to assist in developmental processes.
This class if perfect if you are enjoy games, are unfamiliar with games, and want to learn about the historical
relationship between your household checker boards and society. If that is not interesting to you then you can
travel back to the capital of the Sumerian Empire, and hypothesize the movements of the biblical Abraham on
the board game Ur against his opponent. Then, once you have done so I would encourage you to take these
games into those volunteer or practicum settings where games are allowed and participate in them with your
clients. I hope you will find the cultures that you learn of interesting, and the games fun.

More Ways to Learn about the Montevallo Social Work Program
The University of Montevallo Social Work Program provides a professional education for beginning
level generalist practice with emphasis on the poor, vulnerable, and underserved. Generalist practice
is founded upon the purposes of the profession and core social work values. Undergraduate social
work education was first instituted at the University of Montevallo in 1925 and the Program has maintained accreditation with the Council on Social Work Education status since 1974, having been reaffirmed in 1977, 1980, 1989, and 1997 for preparing entry level, professional social workers.
To learn more about the UM Social Work Program, visit us at the following:
University of Montevallo Social Work Program’s Website: http://www.montevallo.edu/bss/SWK/
default.shtm
University of Montevallo Social Work Program FaceBook Page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/
University-of-Montevallo-Social-Work-Program/108227742565857
Follow us on Twitter at: @MontevalloSWK (http://twitter.com/#!/MontevalloSWK)
Watch us on the Social Work’s YouTube channel: http://www.youtube.com/user/SWKMontevallo
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ALUMNI NEWS FORM
Please complete this form and return it to us so that we may include information about you in our next newsletter.
Name_____________________________________________________________Year of Graduation_________________
HomeAddress________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone_______________________________________ Work Phone______________________________________
E-mail______________________________________________________________________________________________
Place of Employment__________________________________________________________________________________
Position_____________________________________________________________________________________________
News_______________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
I wish my gift to be applied to the following:
_____ DVDS for the classroom

______ Louise White Dawson Schlorship

_____ Student registration fees at professional meetings

______ Mary Edna Porter Schlorship

_____ Unrestricted (to meet the needs of the Program)

______ Jeanette Niven Schlorship

"Find your place on the planet, dig in, and take responsibility from there”
~Gary Snyder

University of Montevallo
Social Work Program
Station 6176
Montevallo, AL 35115
Dr. Laurel Iverson Hitchcock
Phone: 205 665-6180
Fax: 205 665-6186
E-mail:
lhitchcock@montevallo.edu
To learn more about the Social
Work Program, please visit the
UM website at:
http://www.montevallo.edu/
bss/socialwork.shtm

Licensure Computer Test Available
For Alumni Use
The Program has purchased both the LBSW and
LGSW computer practice test. They are available by
appointment Monday through Friday between
8am and 5pm on campus only.

If you wish to use them contact the office at
(205) 665-6180
Or email bssdept@montevallo.edu

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Mailing Address Line 1
Mailing Address Line 2
Mailing Address Line 3
Mailing Address Line 4
Mailing Address Line 5

