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ASPIRE Program Enters the
World of Onli

In September 2010, the ASPIRE Pr

leapt into the realm of providing online tutoringhe third option for online tutoring

through thaskOnlinplatform. Program p
ticipants are able to login to the system
receive assistance with many different s
jects. The platform is designed to be ex
user friendly and is tailor made for tutor
of the ASPIRE tutors participated in trai
order to

vide the
best possi-
ble assis-
tance for
students.
Students
have three
options for
receiving
tutoring he
through
AskOnline.

Maija Braaten with tutors

The first Lauren Mitchell (far left) and
way is to Brianne Crowe Colburn (cerjte
leave ques-

tions for tutors at any time by using the
function for the subject
you would like to receive help. No othe

dents can view the questions, and traing

tors will respond to questions that are p
no more than 48 hours.

The second option is to receive reg

Alived tutoring u
have posted fAoffic
ule tab, and students can also arrange
ments with their individual tutors either
of or during their regular office hourg
Chat option features two specialized a
tutors and students to interact, inclu
traditional Achat

white board. The white board area ig
students and tutors can use specially d
software for working on math

lems/formulas, post and edit papers

Maija Braaten ataatenmm@montevallg.edu
o or 6655250.
Ine Tutorlng! 8 Maija Braaten
iame, and many other features.
tance is t
PB/V4@ U S |
e ature
t@tmedye n t
ngndAlltuto
NIMgEIin i
question
that man '
student This is a shot of the Whiteboard, which |s a
may be highly intgractive_ tool that connects tutors and
having ant} students in rea_l tingtudents and tutors can
— use the graphing features to complete/splve
to  share  Tyiors Joyce Crossley (left) | math problems, chat, and post papers for both
ideas anfl  and Ashleigh Jones (right) the tutor and student to discuss.
solutions.
Feedback from the tutors and StJJcnto
who have uséskOnlinkas been very pos INSIDE THIS ISSUE
tive. Kay Hodgin, one of our Spanish are=s
tistics tutors, shared her impression (%35 IRE Program Enters the World of 1
onl ine tutor i mMmgkOnding ng'l;Htorlng il | i ke t hle
system a lot. It's a great concept and I {BIHKDENT PROFILE: Sedrick Smith at 2
ill become more and more popular as [degtyork University
ne learns about iETUDENNN PROPI RE| oafidcenne
Argﬁs used the system for help with Econefi¢ship witPMT Publishing
and Mathematics said that he thought itjwas a i _ i
| ggeat tool and worked very well as a way g ek PROFILE: Erica Marie Mihelin 3
litional help with his classes when h I&JIS‘&SQAcademic Recognition) 7
I %rs could not meet tadace. Lauren
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gonnect with tutors any time, anywhergint®ucing:ASPIRE Student Advi 7
obrags vou Lo tafe, adyaniage of Wsrioggemers ; e g
source 1o supp 2ment traditi
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My Internship Experience

Please take a few moments to read about MghelpShawy smithes
student at New York University | ast spring, and Michell
with a Birmingham magazine. Veast segnpster | g nposmake ary speea) planst
for a mucheeded summer vacation. Instead, |
Spring in New York City from the time | was preparing to leave in ginmed to
} ; ary until the initial worries and inhibitionatteatl  a
Sedrick Smith concerned me were not even issues atialttetnshi 45
.|| did become homesick, but as | openethaip, woul
In the spring thers seemed others seemed to opeoc
caceypy  th
semester of 2010, -, me, which led to friendships | laséfgrity ¢
: | had the pri _even now. my summe
lege to study jat Overall, the trip and my experiencesbpeak. Sinc
New York U'] ‘pelled me to become better in life, bottarinan En
versity, . part [ ‘academia and in my personal relationsisipsmajor,
-~ | pating in - theiyyniie in New York | discovered new toiegs curiol
R j Spring in - New, Vabout myself while enhancing the qualiisstb what
s YOrk  Progra

This program,
sophomores al
juniors from c
leges and univer
sities around t
wor |l d, gave -mweay b
ence without the international -ghudg
COsSts.

From January to May, 2010,

classes in mathematics, human develop
and political science, fulfilling both hourly

its and major requirements for my
Outside of class, | gained opportuni
serve as praise and worship leader as
assistant choir director at Bethany
Church, Harlem, NY; and volunteer
mod el for NYUb6s a

was hard work, but | learned how to maint

balance between classroom studies a
living, and | actually noticed that the
was not that much different than at U
ing the transition even easier.

| first heard about 8@ring in New Yor

Progranin the summer of 2009 when
ceived a brochure advertising it. Ther
something about it that stood out ab
usual flyers and brochures from other
sity programs, so | kept it for further
tion. As time progressed and the ap I
deadlines drew near, the pressure
There were times

like 1 would make it financially. But favo

tinued to rain on me as | was awarg
$15,000 scholarship to offset the $
program cost, and received financi
moral support from people | never kne
help.

Things continued to work out perfe

D

’l?'n Nd and en

‘already possessed. It took being place
ut who | truly was. Without having the
tunity to go outside what | had been us
Mfor 26plus years, | would have always
ered what.could have been instead of
gk Wh&: Fdhiry Existbd Abuld have |
thrown the advertisement away becaus
t[F)?ek]ceived lack of resources or persona
0 e; but it was greatly worth the sac
ng run as | am more confident an
fienced, growing in my faith realiz
et thin gs do
—

€
I
v
¢

e

le nothing at all. | would greatly re
urage ers tos ek ng
({p[?ortuh ?haﬁ’p n f(§r yo rlse N
IrI‘énge you, those who see things
ible, and work to make them poss
fears to go away and live your d

c%%?ﬂ‘ really gl ad |

Sedrick is a Senior Mathematics Major
with a minor in Music Studies

£
M
I

tly

nvironment where no one knew me, |t

doth@in careers that gear towards an

woo-r k and meeting
keguirements, | was set to intern with PMT Pub-
nighiltyg, home Birmingham Home and Garden
> afidBeisiness Alabama

ties My internship began in May. Of course, |
ficasimervous the first few weeks. It was the first
dtimerd ever set foot in a publishing company,
ngrithelt did not know what to expect. The only
thing | knew was that the company published
magazines, but the steps to creating a maga-
zine were foreign to me. | worke®wsi

ness Alabamfirst, and my supervisor |pre-
senied me unld manding assignments to com-
%I@t ih the beginning stages of the internship. |
called different businesses, interviewed pro-
spective leads and sources for articles. Though
these tasks were not too complicated, they
consisted of tedious work, which was not a
problem for me. The more interviews || com-
pleted, the more confident and comfortable |
became in conducting them. Any tasks that
were expected of me to complete provided the
opportunity to learn and see how it is done. For

nd| me_to add postage to outgoin
Bly mggazmes

as imWhile | did not have anything publi

dn iatern transferred as well, at whic

began working wiBirmingham Home

Gardeimma g a z i nrieobisf. Tleedvork
Cont 6d.
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the publishing industry, and | greatly ingr
load was greater with this magazine |simog Verbal and communication skills.
had been interning with PMT Publishing é6rRMT Publishing truly made me fefl
month or so at the time. | continued doimged and part of the team, and | apgr
interviews and adding postage, but | alsthba: for that. My internship ended in P
gan to do more research for various ar@ridsas a result, | received school crgd
with this magazine. However, my hard| paticipating in the program. My last|d
paid off because | have two articles thaPB'E Publishing was a sad day for eje
published iBirmingham Home and Gardé&ecause the staff was used to havig
The first articl e, around endd haa tadaptex Go bednly p
highlights an estate where different desighdrishing team member. | would recd
and architects come together to reinvenautlyisne to pursue an internship becau
home. My job was to interview each designeothing like gaining hamdexperiend
on their thoughts of remodeling their assighéth could come into great use when
room. My next published article is a sidebemroes for jéiunting
recycling. | had to research different regycling
logos and produce a simple definition andmichella Shaw is a fall 2010 graduate |h
meaning of each one. English with a minor in Family & Child StIJc

u
e
e
h

e:Erica Marie Mihelin

tutors receive rigorous train
tant fApeople skillso such as empa
ession. They build a positive relationship with the tutees, treating them as equals. T
them towards becoming independent learners. As a result the tutees better understs
and often receive significantly improved grades and test scores! They give the tutors
evaluations for their great work. One of these terrific tutors is Erica Mihelin, below, intg
Maija Braaten.

- D5

Erica Marie Mihe
our first graduate student to tutor for theapdo- see wt
gr am, is currentl y cpuldusaigs
ondary Education here at UM. As a grachslteteacher!
student, she is able to effectively tutor| many
different subjects. She is an excellent ¥4t do yo
and resource for our students, and we ar€\Uely most a EEiE 4

fortunate to have her be a part of our faddMds f
team of tutors! | like the fact thf

the student por
lation is smalld
tHeh | @ttt ¢
used to. It seery
like everyone i

ldoknfor @pprrija M

m

Where were you born?
I dm from Mayfield
skirts of Cleveland)

Any special hobbies or interests?

lly cl
Of course | love teaching! | would say rmF%a %lcoztiofrl
probably my primary interest. | love playrp]% Y| did n

flute for pretty much any reason. | p
church, in ensembles, for weddings, and %

various odd gig. | also love puzzles. Rje
i

much any time you see me with free tim

hands, you'll see me with my nose bur

book of puzzles.

What are your future career goals? Why d'.d you want to become a tutor?

| hope to be a math teacher, although FI8R rlly_because | needed a source
know yet if I'm going to be working at thé:(?ﬁ'i‘t?-Wh"e | was here...but the reason

dle school or high school level. | guess IWE?I@FQ as that source of income is

rgrad at URSs
used to a

student population and a huge can
tually knowing who my professp

\%orking more closely with my peers.

o D

because, like | said, | love teaching and my
degree is in education. | feel like I'm a person
and | can explain things in a way that helps
people understand what their teacher didn't
quite get across.

Describe your experience tutoring for the
ASPIRE program.

It's been very different, but very positive. All of
my tutees are oldgoeople who have jobs

and families but are coming back to school to
get their degree. This is quite different from
the teenagers I'm used to teaching! Luckily,
the age discrepancy hasn't been a detriment
in any situation. We communicate quite well,
and | enjoy working with all of my tutees!

What do you enjoy most about tutoring?

| just really love being able to teach. The best
part of teaching anything is when a student
gets new material that they are completely
confused about, and | can take that matgrial; |
and decode it for them in such a way that gop
only do they understand what | am doing, but
they can also do it independently. It seems
sort of counterintuitive, but | know I'm in for a
fun session if a tutee comes in and tells me, "
desperately need your help!" The more of a
difference | can make for my student, the
more accomplished | feel.

If you could give any study tips/advice to
ASPIRE students, what would it be?

I've noticed that the majority of the time, if a
student is overwhelmed or confused by mate-
rial, there is a good chance that they are EX-
PECTING it to be difficult material and trying
to make it more difficult than it really is. Many
of my math students see a new concept or a
new notation and automatically get the idea in
their heads that "I can't do this," or "I'll never
get it,” or "l need a lot of help with this." As a
result, they don't really watch or listen when
the teacher explains it because they figure
that even if they do, it won't do them any
good. But when they come to me looking for
the miracle solution, they find that the concept
isn't really that complicated after all. Above
all, the primary requirement for a successful
student is CONFIDENCE. You'd be surprised
how much of a difference it makes if you be-
lieve you can do something, regardless of
your actual skill level.

0 Maija Braaten
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KUDOS

Congratulations to all of you who completed your first or another academic semester. We are pro

In particular we wish to recognize those who have completed their academic programs and gradugX
as well as those whose hard work placed the
|l east 12 semester hours and a minimum 3.8 GP
Those who earned at least 12 semester hours and between a 3.5 and a 3.79 GPA during a semeste
the Deanés List for that term.

GRADUATES PRESI DENTO6S LI SDEANO&S LI ST
McCroey, William ABJO, Ba Bteda Mirandao f A Adkiss, Sardalo ¢ $aaders, Warauk
Shaw, Michella Bachelor Arts, ErQlish Laude Cottrell, Alexandria Allen, Steve Roth, Gregory
Walker, Sunny, Bachelor of Science, Collaborative Educal?amel =LY SAPREI TR RGEUSE Ll
Magna Cum Ladtle Evans, RaShunda Dobyne, Kelsey Smith, Sedrick
Headley, Brittany Gaines, Vanya Smith, Michaehul
Hollinhead, Amos Guyton, Melcie Shaw, Michella
Kornegay, Jared Hogan, Sonnie  Springsteen, Melanie
Noonan, Elena Knox, Sydni Sutton, Leah
Walker, Sunny O'Rourke, Jena Traweek, Megan
* With Honor
** \With Great Honor Yancey, Breanna Postell, Ashlyn
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ATTENTION S

FRESHMAN AND SOPHOMORE PELL GRANT RECIPIENTS §

i

& of funds to be awarded; therefatrall applicants will receive an.aledsrant Aid Award is intended to meet the following go§ls

b Improve student retention by supplementing financial assistarmmfersimaents with unmet financial need.
b Improve academic success by reducing the number of hours students need to work.

KR NRR

Wik

requirements.

Eligibility for the Grant Aid Award is based on the following criteria:

Currently enrolled at the University of Montevallo

Be a current ASPIRE participant

Must currently be receiving a Federal Pell Grant

Freshman or Sophomore Status (Less than 60 credits earned)

Academic good standing (2.5 and over) in the previous semoestersdtfailures

Have attended a minimum of 2 meetings (either schedudi@dntvealkASPIRE/SSS Staff

Have attended the minimum number of Academic or Cultural Enrichment Activities throughout the academic year

KRN RANRANNRRANRARNN

VBVEVEIVEIVEIVEI U UJ

Interested applicants may pick up an application in the ASPIRE Office. Déad\iieds 2011

A8V

*Juniors and senior receiving Pell Grants also apnbifdli®g and the Financial Services Office can demonstrate thé
the students are at high risk of droppangtbetneeds of all eligible freshmen and sophomores have been met

KRR RARNRRARRRANRRARRRARRARRRARRARRRAVRRARRRAVRRAVRNRRAVRRARNN
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Each spring semester ASPIRE Program freshman and sophomore participants may apply for the Student SuppmirSer@ces Gra
The funding for this award is possible through a grant from the U.S. Department of Education. Please hdramesdeathauﬂére is

b Provide incentives for students to make timely progress in their degree program and to successfully commettenﬁelr Gene

p Demonstrate support for students who are actively using ASPIRE Program resources to facilitate their academ§ succes:

Abrief paragraph explaining how the Grant Aid Award will assist the applicant in successfully completing their éllege de



BECOMING THE PRIMARY CREATOR OF THE OUTCOMES OF YOUR

onodt LIFE: TAKING PURPOSEFUL ACTIONS

plf | get tutoring for this class ever
Dbl have a job; I simply dondt have mor
Dbl dondt have time to go to my profess
Dl d&m so stupid itdéds no surprise | fail
pl think | have a fAiCd in the class; |6
b This course just satisfies some random requirement. Who cares?

bl candt ask my professor/advisor for

Do any of these statements sound like you? How often have you struggled through a course without once sigiasidéringeseeking as
assistanéeof any kind? Have you bombed one quiz or Doyoaoonsadrt er
yourself a fgline student who has a job or a worker who takes a few classes? Are you taking classes withooitlamn@oDonyioent t
even want to be in school? As you can see, there may be many factors that contributed to you gettingazhcloanggs but things

Skip Downing, an international education consultant in the field of student success strategiefi, gaysehattthere ids | ue i n p
selves as the primary creator of the outcomes of our lives. At the very least, we are responsible for havent wdsibed tteeany
event i s of Iloardertocdo tha you lave todeel empovieredto assess your present strengths and weaknesses. Yol

believe that you are capable of being successful.

I f you struggled through one or more of vyour youdayourbessand hi s
you would like to see your grades improve, try this exercise:

ACTIVITY: The Choices of Successful Stutents
1. Create a |list of choices successful student s rbehkviers)afdat s
the choices you candét see (inner attitudes/ beliefs).
2. Of the choices you have written which do you think are t
3. Which of these choicesuter behaviors and inner attitudesdoslefgou willing to commit to so that you can be a rssfel sticee
dent this semester?

Food for Thought:
Tutoring is not just for students struggling in a class! Many students will get a tutor to boost their réslesnSinideets thém and
students with Bs want to get As! And of course, our tutors are fabulous! Here are examples of comments:made about our tutor
b is an amazing tutor. She explains things lhavea way
learned a lot from this class with her help. Thanks for pairing me up with her, she has made my semebtpefuldblgter. | am
paired up with her again. o

p Al really am so glad you paired me with ___...ah am taki
Meeting with her [really made] my Thursday a 0 pons. o0

p iEvery time | went over my notes with _ | Success is mor e
projects. | went over my textbook and notes before tutoring to see if | had any problems with a Jrﬁt ‘r’g'g(‘:'rr]‘,

terms. When would read a certain definition for a word, she interpret it in a way that the both of
1) understand it. | could never have made it through this course if it was not for ___.
‘ @
Like tutoring, our academic seminars can certainly help you address issues you have th§t may hinder O

your being more successful in your courses! We offer seminars in many areas, and alwgys are willing
create one that addresses a particular area of concern.

Take advantage of every resource available to woo. mgdret it!

* This exercisefismON COURSE: Strategies for Creating Success in College2andbd. | B&jp Downing,
Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, New York, 1999.
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We depend not only on our own gonsis-
tent recruitment of ASPIRE to new students,
but also on your success in the program to

From the Director

The Importance of Maintaining a Strong ASPIRE Program

In the firs

newsletter W serve.
announced th
the ASPIRE Pi

gram had subn
ted its proposiii i
under the
2010 Student
Support Services Competition for| |Mekw e
Awardsnd was selected for funding.
While the University of Montevalloihgsn a new competition.
been successful in receiving funding forT h e ASPI RE

' | jectives.

tives each year de

retention and graduation. This in turn mai

programds vi abl

students that TRIO programs can contim,ger

Y United States Capit#l ability to make a significant impact on stggePt

Ff%.'&
ndedvof to ke\@b He ¢

each program is considered for continued §4ngi-the latest happenings with respect to| TRIO in

Progr lambs

convince your peers that ttigpdace to be!
-Dr. Myers

ﬁ% Council for Opportunity in Education (COE) is
a nonprofit organization, established in 1981, dedi-

~ Why is this important? Each TRIO progsady to furthering the expansion of college ppportu-
is charged with meeting specific mandateite-for loimcome, firgleneration students and
Meeting (or exceeding) those ahjgfents with disabilities throughout the United
prlogr a

fi@en. st r at es t he

eWeekly Summasya weekly update from
vernment R, Iationé]team at the Council ir} a{w

O chrinudg kP ©

Washington.

commi t ment t o

many years, there is never a guaranteenhattain a vibrant and competitive prq
our, or any SSS program, will be fundeches down to how compellingly we can
As mentioned above, this was a comaeti-di f f er ence i n ou
tion-a very stiff one; and each institutess. As you know, ASPIRE is funded
with an existing program is competingthrnge things: to ensure that participants
others as well as with new applicantsadademic good standihgt thepersisfrom
the evedecreasing federal dollars. one year to the next, and thatgitzeluate

For the last several years SSS|Me candt achieve t|h
grams have been Iduelded. This pants make the effort to take advantage
means that there was no budget incrdaseservices we offer. Additionally, we s
because Congress did not appropriatecach as many eligible students as possib]
increase in funding. Consequently,| pro-To that end we wish to reiterate th
grams must attempt to provide the| seameeters of your participation in the A
services while the cost of those senregram.
continue to increase.

A more significant consequence of

leveffunding was clear most recently|in thewe expect to have contact with eacl
FY 2010 budget: approximately 106/ f&Sant a minimum2ofimeseach semester
programs lost funding and 21,000 studgRésher in person (most preferable!), by
lost access to SSS services. Two of tBpg#nail. Additionally, we expect you to &
programs were in Alabama. minimum o2 academic enhancement wi

In the Council for Opportunity in Eghops/seminars.  With our online tutorin
cati onos* WeaklynSummaworlsiops in addition to these servidésar
ATRI O Community ||héer€ &é mahy oppbri@nities  dnledt f
Seminaro** t hey qlirenfeft! Thi€ & yatirh 2 Eommitnbn
Congress tabled its legislative activityyghigh will ensure that you can continue

to the attack at a public forum hoste@ddpye thgreat benefitsf being an active pa
Representative Gabrielle GiffordsZ)(Dtjcipant:

last week, House leadership will jmove

forward with its proposed agenda,|whieh Priority registraticior freshmen an
includes rolling back federal spending|to FYSophomores

2008 levels. They estimate that this wo@d Printing and copying privileges
result in a 13.6% actbeboard cut for © Use of the ASPIRE Computer Lab
education programs. More specifically, tisUse of the Textbook Lending Library
would translate into a $116 mikgn © Use of the Laptop Lending Program
creasefor TRIO programs. This would® Access to erand offampus culture
have a significant impact on the number ofévents

2 + 2 Commitment

orhink not of yourself as the architect of your career but as the sculptor. Expect to have tq
hammering and chiseling and scraping and

-Bertie Charles Forb&eottisfinancial journalist, author, & fourktebet Magazin

NATIONAL TRO DAY
IS COMING!

In 1986, Congress passed the Gra]m
RudmarHollings Deficit Reduction Ac
which reduced funding for all programs
the federal budget. Under the propos
legislation, over 161,900 students ghd! r
300 colleges would have been eIimin%d
from participating in TRiO programs dpr-
ing the next two fiscal years.

In response, TRIO leaders asked (
gress to proclaim February 28, 1986
"National TRiO Day" in increase aw
ness and rally support for the progra
The House and Senate declared a cor
rent resolution detailing the negative jm-
pact of this legislation on TRiO progranis.

According to the 1986 Congressiopa
resolution, National TRiO Day is mearjt to
focus the nation"sttention on the needg of
disadvantaged young -people and adults
aspiring to improve their lives, to the ndces-
sary investment if they are to becomejcon-
tributing citizens of the country, and tq the
talent which will be wasted if that invesgnent
is not made." TRIO Dayalso has bee
proclaimed aNational Day of Service

TRIO Day generally is held on the last
Saturday of February. This year (2011)
the ASPIRE, Upward Bound and McNair
Programs will host the event here at fthe
University of Montevallo orsaturday,
February 19. Other TRIiO students, T
professionals, and several comm
members from around the state will cdme
to UM to celebrate the event!

Please make an effort to participate.
There will be great breakout sessigns,
entertainment, and of course a commynity
service activity.

More details will be coming soon!
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forbes_Magazine

~INTRODUCING ~
ASPIRE STUDENT ADVISORY BOARD

In the fall we invited several ASPIRE patrticipants to serve dorawgch@alyisory Board. This Board is composeuf stude
reflecting the diversity of the campus student body as well as the ASPIRE Program: freshmen through senax$, campt
commuting students, traditional atihditional students, students who started their college experience at thddserersity ¢
vallo, and students who transferred from other institutions. Each brings a unique perspective on the campus culture.

The Student Advisory Board is responsible for communicating your thoughts, ideas, and concerns to therASFIRE sta
bers are committed to serving for at least a one year, but may continue longer. Additionally, they will det/&daptand imp
one idea per semester, based on the responses they receive from you!

Please help us and the Board out by giving them any feedback when they conyactrpoogrdimsarsd we want that re-
flected in how we serve you!

JARED CAUSEY AMOS HOLLINHEAD KATHLEEN BAILEY SADE BECK
JUNIOR FRESHMAN SOPHOMORE SENIOR

> N
KI MNHA o0KI M6 Dr@BITHA PERRY JARED KORNEGAY
JUNIOR SENIOR SOPHOMORE

ERICK LUTZ MELCIE GUYTON TIFFANY ROBINSON MEGAN LEJEUNE
SENIOR FRESHMAN JUNIOR SOPHOMORE
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SCENES FROM FALL 2010

FALL WELCOME ICE CREAM SOCIA
Thursday, 2 September
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