
 

Dive Into Graduate School! 

THE 

McNAIR CHALLENGER 
University of Montevallo                                                                                             

Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement Program 

McNair Scholars Present 
Research at Niagara Falls 

Pictured above: Stephen Hyde, Biology; Jennifer Travis-Scott, Social 

Work; Dasha Maye, Psychology; Dallas Hanbury, History; and Steve 

Hallman, Business, were accompanied by Director, Dr. Tracy Payne 

to the National McNair Conference sponsored by the University at 

Buffalo in July. The Scholars did have some free time away from the 

research presentations and dynamic speakers to see the magnificent 

Niagara Falls (even from underneath!), catch a glimpse of Canada, 

and explore some of the trails of the Niagara Gorge.    

GRE Test 
Strategies 

Monday, Oct. 5 
3:00 PM – 5:00 PM 

Comer Auditorium 

Please sign-up 

 

Graduate 
School 501 

Monday, Oct. 5 
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

Wills 200     

Refreshments Served 

 

Graduate 
School Expo 

Tuesday, Oct. 6 
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Samford University 

Transportation Available 

S U M M E R  2 0 0 9  

FFFaaacccuuullltttyyy   MMMeeennntttooorrrsss   
Will Davis • Dr. Jenifer Moore        

Dallas Hanbury • Dr. Ruth Truss       

Steve Hallman • Dr. Harold Hamilton   

Stephen Hyde • Dr. Mike Hardig 

Shernita Little • Dr. Paul Mahaffey 

Dasha Maye • Dr. Kristen Gilbert     

Mya McGee • Dr. Marlene Salas-Provance 

Candyce Osburn • Dr. Hollie Cost     

Oriana Padron • Dr. Karen Graffeo 

Erica Russell • Dr. Elizabeth Thrower 

Jennifer Travis-Scott • Dr. Jason Newell 

Naquela Webster • Dr. Susan Thompson 
Tiffany Westry • Dr. Susan Thompson 

During the summer component, each 

Scholar conducts intensive research 

under the guidance of a Faculty Mentor 

who commits to the Scholar in the fall 

and assists in preparing the proposal for 

undergraduate research in the spring. 

UM’s Faculty Mentors go above and 

beyond in not only supervising the 

Scholars, but mentoring them as well in 

preparation for graduate studies.  

 

Pictured below is Dr. Jenifer Moore with 
McNair Scholar Will Davis, Education.  
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MCNAIR CHALLENGER SUMMER 2009 

MMMcccNNNAAAIIIRRR   SSSCCCHHHOOOLLLAAARRRSSS   
The following excerpts are from a few of the Summer 2009 Scholars. 

Please read what they have to share about their McNair experience. 

DALLAS HANBURY, HISTORY 
!"#$"%&'()*+(*,-*"./"0'"(%"*+#*123'()*/20&'%'/2&"4* '(*&1"*5%62'0*7%1+$208*90+)02,*#+0*&:+*

-"208;* <* 0"2$'="* 1+:* #+0&>(2&"* <* 123"* ?""(* '(* ?"'()* 2$$+:"4* &+* ?"* 2* /20&* +#* 8+,"&1'()* 8+*

?"("#'%'2$*2(4*32$>2?$"@*A1"*5%62'0*/0+)02,*128*4+("*,>%1*'(*&1"*:2-*+#*/0"/20'()*,"*#+0*

)024>2&"*8%1++$;*"8/"%'2$$-*'(*&1"*#+0,*+#*4+'()*+0')'(2$*0"8"20%1*2(4*&1"(*123'()*&+*/0"8"(&*

'&* &+* 2(* 2>4'"(%"@* A1"0"* '8* (+&1'()* ,+0"* ".%'&'()* &12(* 4"#"(4'()* -+>0* :+0B* '(* #0+(&* +#*

90+#"88+08* 2(4* /288'()* &1"'0* 2//0+32$;* 2(4* &1"0"* '8* (+* ?"&&"0* #""$'()* &12(*:+0B'()* %$+8"$-*

:'&1*2*,",?"0*+#*&1"*&"2%1'()*#2%>$&-*2(4*$'?020-*#2%>$&-*:1'$"*%+(4>%&'()*-+>0*0"8"20%1C*'&*

&0>$-*,2B"8*-+>*2*?"&&"0*8&>4"(&@*A1"*5%62'0*7%1+$208*90+)02,*812/"4*,-*3'":*+#*)024>2&"*

8%1++$;*2$0"24-*2*0"2$'&-;*'(&+*2*,>%1*8120/"0;*4"#'("4*0"2$'&-;*2(4*#+0*&12&*<*2,*)02&"#>$@*

DASHA MAYE, PSYCHOLOGY 
<*124*&1"*,+8&*#>(*+(*+>0*".%>08'+(8*&+*4'##"0"(&*%+(#"0"(%"8*2(4*%>$&>02$*"3"(&8@*<*)2'("4*#0+,*

+>0*".%>08'+(8*"./"0'"(%"8*<*,')1&*123"*("3"0*124*2(4*)+&*&+*B(+:*,-*#"$$+:*8%1+$208*2$+()*&1"*

:2-@*D0+,*)024>2&"* 8%1++$*3'8'&8;* %+(#"0"(%"8;* &+* E>8&*123'()*4'(("0;* <*124* &1"*+//+0&>('&-*+#*

8""'()*,-*#"$$+:*8%1+$208*2&*&1"'0*/"08+(2$*2(4*/0+#"88'+(2$*?"8&*2(4*124*2*)0"2&*&',"*4+'()*'&@*

**

F+'()* &+* &1"*5%62'0* G+(#"0"(%"* '(* H>##2$+;*6I*:28*2*:+(4"0#>$* "./"0'"(%"@* D'08&* +#* 2$$* <* 124*

("3"0*?""(*&+*6":*I+0B*8+*&12&*2$+("*:28*2*4"#'('&"$-*2*/$>8@*J(*&+/*+#*&12&*<*)+&*&+*8120"*,-*

0"8"20%1*:'&1*#"$$+:*8%1+$208@*<&*'8*3"0-*"(%+>02)'()*&+*/0"8"(&*'(*2*4'##"0"(&*3"(>"*2(4*0"%"'3"*

32$'42&'()* 2(4* /+8'&'3"* #""4?2%B* #0+,* -+>0* 8%1+$28&'%* /""08@* <K,* (+&* +($-* 2//0"%'2&'3"* +#* &1"*

+//+0&>('&-*&+*/0"8"(&*?>&*&1"*%12(%"*&+*8""*&1"*#2$$8@*J>0*&0'/*:+>$4*(+&*123"*?""(*%+,/$"&"*

:'&1+>&*2*&0'/*&+*6'2)202*D2$$8@*L+048*2(4*/'%&>0"8*%2((+&*&0>$-*4"/'%&*&1"*?"2>&-*2(4*/+:"0*+#*

&1"*#2$$8*?>&*<*B(+:*'&*'8*2(*"./"0'"(%"*<K$$*("3"0*#+0)"&@**

*

CANDYCE OSBURN, FAMILY CONSUMER SCIENCES 
A1"* 8>,,"0* /0+)02,*:28* 3"0-* ?"("#'%'2$* &+*,"@* <* 0"2$$-* "(E+-"4* &1"* 7+>&1"28&"0(*

M88+%'2&'+(* +#* N4>%2&'+(2$* J//+0&>('&-* 90+)02,* 9"08+(("$* O7MNJ99P* %+(#"0"(%"* 2&*

F"+0)'2* 7&2&";* :1"0"* <* :28* 2?$"* &+* 8""* +&1"08* /0"8"(&* 2(4* ',/0+3"* ,-* +:(*

/0"8"(&2&'+(;*:1"(*<*/0"8"(&"4*,-*+:(*5%62'0*0"8"20%1@*<*8/"(&*2*$+&*+#*&',"*'(*&1"*

5%62'0* +##'%"*:1'$"*:+0B'()*+(*,-* 0"8"20%1* 2(4* <*:28* 2?$"* &+*?+(4*:'&1* &1"*+&1"0*

8%1+$208* 2(4* &1"* 8&2##@* A1"* 8&2##* :"0"* 3"0-* 1"$/#>$* &+* ,"* 4>0'()* &1"* 8>,,"0* 2(4*

&10+>)1+>&*&1"*-"20C*&1"-*B"/&*,"*,+&'32&"4;*$"&*,"*&2$B*2?+>&*:12&*<*:28*/288'+(2&"*

2?+>&;*2(4*2$$+:"4*,"*&+*>8"*0"8+>0%"8*&12&*<*4+(K&*>8>2$$-*123"*2%%"88*&+@*

MYA McGEE, COMMUNICATION SCIENCE 
<* 123"* &1+0+>)1$-* "(E+-"4*,-*5%62'0* 8>,,"0*"./"0'"(%"@* *6+&*+($-*:28* <* #+0&>(2&"*

"(+>)1*&+*3'8'&*8+,"*+#*&1"*&+/*)024>2&"*8%1++$8*'(*&1"*7+>&1*O2(4*&1"8"*3'8'&8*'(%$>4"*

&1"*M>?>0(;*M$2?2,2;*2(4*QFM*3'8'&8*'(*&1"*D2$$*2(4*7/0'()*8","8&"08P;*?>&*<*123"*2$8+*

$"20("4*2*)0"2&*4"2$*2?+>&*&1"*0"8"20%1*/0+%"88@**<*123"*$"20("4*1+:*&+*%0"2&"*8>03"-8*

2(4* 1+:* &+* %+$$"%&* &"8&* 8>?E"%&8* #+0* 0"8"20%1@* *<* 123"* $"20("4* &12&* 0"8"20%1* %2(* ?"*

4'##'%>$&*2&*&',"8C*1+:"3"0*&1"*"(4*0"8>$&8*'8*3"0-*0":204'()@**5+8&*+#*2$$;*<*:28*2?$"*&+*

8120"*&1'8*"./"0'"(%"*:'&1*,-*#"$$+:*5%62'0*7%1+$208@*
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ERICA RUSSELL, MUSIC EDUCATION 
A1"*8>,,"0*:28*?+&1*%12$$"()'()*2(4*".%'&'()R*A1'8*:28*,-*#'08&*+//+0&>('&-*"3"0*&+*

$'3"*+(*%2,/>8*2(4*123"*&1"*"./"0'"(%"*+#*'(4"/"(4"(%"@*<&*:28*3"0-*('%"*2(4*)23"*

,"*2*)0"2&"0*8"(8"*+#*:1+*<*2,*2(4*&1"*&-/"8*+#*4"%'8'+(8*<*%2(*/+&"(&'2$$-*,2B"*#+0*

&1"*8>%%"88*'(*,-*$'#"@*<*$+3"4*1+:*<*%+>$4*:2B"*>/*'(*&1"*,+0('()*2(4*%+(3"('"(&$-*

1"24*&+*&1"*%2#;*8:'/"*,-*%204;*2(4*4')* '(@@@&1'8* '8*2*?"2>&'#>$* &1'();*"3"(*2&* $>(%1*

2(4*4'(("0@* <*:'$$*("3"0* #+0)"&* &1"*?+(4* &12&*:28*8120"4*?"&:""(*,-8"$#*2(4*,-*

#"$$+:*8%1+$208@* <*123"* $2>)1"4*,-8"$#* 8'$$-*2(4*8/"(&* &',"*)"&&'()* &+*B(+:*+&1"08*

+>&8'4"* +#* ,-* 0")>$20* %+(&2%&8C* &1"-* 20"* )0"2&RRR* N3"(* &1"* S8("2B-* /'%&>0"8S* 4+("*

/0+3'4"4*2*%12(%"*#+0*,"*&+*8""*,-8"$#*28*<*:28*2(4*&+*$+3"*2(4*2//0"%'2&"*:1+*<*2,@*<*

,>8&*24,'&;* <*)+&*2* $'&&$"*2&&2%1"4*2(4*824* &12&*:"*124*&+*8"/202&"*28*2*)0+>/*2(4*)+*

?2%B*&+*+>0*42'$-* $'3"8@@@"3"0-?+4-*?"%2,"*2*8'8&"0*+0*2*?0+&1"0*&+*,"@*T"-;* <*"3"(*)+&*

&1"* %12(%"* &+* "./2(4* ,-* "./"0'"(%"8* :'&1* &1"* ?+2&* 0'4"* /"0#+0,2(%"* 2(4* &1"*

S#0>8&02&'()* ?>&* +B2-S* ?2(U>"&* /"0#+0,2(%"@* <* :'$$* ("3"0* #+0)"&* &1+8"* &:+R* <* )+&* &1"*

+//+0&>('&-*&+*%+$$2?+02&"*:'&1*,-*%+>8'(*2(4*8/"(4*&',"*:'&1*,-*8'8&"0*&10+>)1+>&*&1'8*

/0+%"88* 28* :"$$@* L12&* 2* ?$"88'()* &12&* '8@* A1"(* &1"0"K8* )024>2&"* 8%1++$@@@LJL@* <* 124* &1"* +//+0&>('&-;* '&* 8"","4* &+* 8/"(4* 2*

:+(4"0#>$;*2$$*"./"(8"8*/2'4*32%2&'+(*:'&1*:+(4"0#>$*/"+/$"*2(4*"3"(*)+&*&+*3'8'&*)024>2&"*8%1++$8*&+*$"20(*2?+>&*/0+)02,8*<*:28*

'(&"0"8&"4* '(VRVRV* A1"(* :"* )+&* &+* 4+* &1"* SW23"* 2(4* H>8&"0K8S* 8%"("* 2(4* +&1"0* S"(0'%1'()S* 2%&'3'&'"8* 28* :"$$VRVRVR* <7* AT<7* M*

W!NM5RRRRRRRRRR* <* %2(* 82-* +3"02$$* &1'8* /0+)02,*128* 1"$/"4*,"* &+* "./2(4*,-* 8+%'2$* '(&"02%&'+(8*:'&1* +&1"08;* 8&0'3"* &+* 0"2%1*,-*

#>$$"8&* /+&"(&'2$* '(* ,-* $'#"* O)024>2&"* 8%1++$* +0* (+&P;* 2(4* :1+* 2,* <* B'44'();* 1+:* &+* ?"* :22222222-* ,+0"* +0)2('="4* 2(4* 8"$#X

4'8%'/$'("4@*A1"*'(#+0,2&'3"*8",'(208;*&1"*>($','&"4*243'%"*#0+,*,2(-*+&1"08;*2(4*2$$*+#*&1"*8>//+0&*#0+,*&1"*5%62'0*8&2##;*5%62'0*

7%1+$208*O28*:"$$*28*&1"*&1>,?8X>/*#0+,*,-*#2,'$-*2(4*#0'"(48P*123"*812/"4*,"*'(&+*2*?"&&"0*'(4'3'4>2$@**

SHERNITA LITTLE, ENGLISH 
A1"*8>,,"0*%+,/+("(&*+#*&1"*!+(2$4*N@*5%62'0*7%1+$208*90+)02,*%2>8"4*,"*&+*3'":*

&1'()8* '(* 2*,+0"* +/&','8&'%*,2(("0@* A1"0"* :"0"* &',"8* :1"(* <* #"$&* &12&* &1'()8* :"0"*

,+0"* %12$$"()'()* &12(* <* (""4"4*+0*:2(&"4* &1",* &+*?"@*T+:"3"0;* <* 0",",?"0"4* &1"*

"(%+>02)'()* :+048* :1'%1* &1"* 8%1+$208* #0+,* QMT* 2(4* Y2(4"0?'$&* &++B* &',"* &+* 8120"*

:'&1*,"@*<*2$8+*124*2*,+&&+*+#*,-*+:(*&12&*<*+#&"(*0"#"00"4*&+*4>0'()*&+>)1*&',"8@*A12&*

,+&&+* '(%$>4"4*&1"*:+048;* <&*J($-*A2B"8*M*!"##$%* &+*F"&*2*Z+&*W+("R* <* &1'(B*&12&*,+&&+*

2$$+:"4*,"*&+*8"03"*28*,-*+:(*'(8/'02&'+(*28*:"$$*28*&+*"(%+>02)"*+&1"0*8%1+$208@*L1'$"*

?"'()*+(*&1"*%0>'8"*&+>0* '(*A"(("88"";*2*,>8'%'2(*8&2&"4;*SL1"0"3"0*-+>*)+@@@&1"0"*-+>*

20"RS*A12&*8&2&","(&*:28* #>((-*2&* &1"*&',";*?>&* '&*%2>8"4*,"*&+*&1'(B*+#* &1"* #2%&* &12&* <*

%2((+&*4"/"(4*+(*2(-+("*"$8"*&+*)"&*,"*&+*:1"0"*<*:+>$4*$'B"*&+*)+*'(*$'#"@*<*%2(*2$8+*?"*

:1"0"*<*&2B"*,-8"$#*+(*&1'8*E+>0("-@*7+;*&1"*7>,,"0*%+,/+("(&*&2>)1&*,"*8"3"02$*&1'()8*

2?+>&*,-8"$#;*1+:*<*2,*2?$"*&+*$"20(*?"8&;*2(4*:12&*<*2,*%2/2?$"*+#*4+'()*"3"(*2&*&1"*,+8&*

%12$$"()'()*2(4*,+8&*#"20#>$*,+,"(&8@*

*

5-* Z'?020-*5"(&+0* '8* 4"#'('&"$-* 8+,"+("*:1+* <* 2//0"%'2&"4* 4>0'()*,-* 0"8"20%1* /0+E"%&@*

58@*92&8-*7"208*'(&0+4>%"4*&1"*&"0,*+#*/288'()*&+*,"*2(4*81"*1"$/"4*&+*,2B"*,-*0"8"20%1*

#20*,+0"* '(&"0"8&'()* &+*/0"8"(&* &+*+&1"08@*M8* <* "./$+0"4* &12&* &"0,*2(4* &1"* '4"2*+#* 02%'2$*

,28B'();*<*)2'("4*,+0"*'(8')1&*+(*&1"*G0"+$"*%>$&>0"*O&1+8"*:1+*/288"4*#+0*:1'&"*2(4*&1+8"*

:1+*4"%'4"4*(+&* &+*/288;*?>&* 02&1"0*,28B* &1"'0*?$2%B("88*2&* &',"8*:1"(* '&*:28*("%"8820-P@* <* 2$8+*124*,+0"*

'(#+0,2&'+(* &+* 8120"* 28* <* %+(&0'?>&"4* &+* %+(3"082&'+(8* <* 124* :'&1* 6":* J0$"2('2(* 0"8'4"(&8@* 7+;* (+&* +($-* 2,* <* )02&"#>$* #+0* W0@*

5212##"-;*,-*D2%>$&-*,"(&+0;*?>&*<*2,*)02&"#>$*#+0*,-*Z'?020-*5"(&+0*28*:"$$@*<*&1'(B*'#*+($-*8&>4"(&8*"./$2'("4*&1"'0*&+/'%8*&+*&1"'0*

$'?020-*,"(&+08*28*&1"-*)2'(*2(*>(4"08&2(4'()*+#*&1"'0*0"8"20%1;*&1"-*%2(*0"%"'3"*&1"*288'8&2(%"*&1"-*(""4*'(*+04"0*&+*0"2%1*&1"'0*

)+2$8*8>%%"88#>$$-R*

*
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EEEXXXPPPLLLOOORRREEE   UUUMMM:::   DDDIIISSSCCCOOOVVVEEERRRIIINNNGGG      

HHHIIIDDDDDDEEENNN   TTTRRREEEAAASSSUUURRREEESSS   
During the summer, the Scholars had the opportunity to explore some areas of the University of Montevallo they may have  

little knowledge of or exposure to. We appreciate the time and effort of Ms. Racheal Banks, Alumni Office; Mr. Billy Cannon, 

Student Activity Center; Dr. Mike Hardig, Ebenezer Swamp; and Dr. Michael Patton, Shepherd Observatory.   

Dr. Michael Patton and McNair Scholars endure 
the HEAT to check out the Shepherd Observatory 

Dr. Mike Hardig provides the McNair Scholars 
with a tour of Ebenezer Swamp 

Ms. Racheal Banks, Alumni Director 
Mr. Billy Cannon, SAC Director 

McNair Scholars get a crash course at the SAC 

Banquet and 
Awards Ceremony 

Highlights 

Guest Speaker: Carol Vance, McNair Alumnus  Dasha Maye, Scholar of the Year Candyce Osburn, Carol Hodges Memorial Award Steve Hallman, Best Overall Research Project 

Special Music: Erica Russell Tiffany Westry, Best Presentation Erica Russell, Best Presentation 



 

 5 
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GGGRRRAAADDDUUUAAATTTEEE   SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL   VVVIIISSSIIITTTSSS   
Pictured above are the McNair Scholars during visits to Tennessee State University, 

Vanderbilt University, and the University of Alabama at Huntsville 

Each summer, prior to the research internship, the 

McNair Scholars spend a few days visiting graduate 

schools…talking with currently enrolled graduate 

students and graduate faculty who can share unique 

perspectives with them. This summer, the UM Scholars 

visited the University of Alabama at Huntsville, 

Vanderbilt University, Belmont University, Tennessee 

State University, and Middle Tennessee State University. 

As Scholars prepare to graduate, they participate in an 

exit interview with the Program Director. Over-

whelmingly, one of the top-rated activities indicated by 

Scholars at that time is exposure to graduate programs. 

UUUnnniiivvveeerrrsssiiitttyyy   aaattt   BBBuuuffffffaaalllooo   MMMcccNNNaaaiiirrr   CCCooonnnfffeeerrreeennnccceee   
Stephen Hyde, Senior Biology Major 

A1"*62&'+(2$*G+(#"0"(%"*'(*H>##2$+*:28*2*0":204'()*"./"0'"(%"@*D+0*+("*'&*:28*3"0-*('%"*

&+*,""&*7%1+$208*#0+,*+&1"0*8%1++$8*20+>(4*&1"*%+>(&0-@*<&*:28*2$8+*3"0-*'(&"0"8&'()*&+*

1"20* 2?+>&* &1"* 0"8"20%1* +#* /"+/$"* +>&8'4"* +#* -+>0* 8%1++$@*A1'8* :28* 2* )0"2&* &',"* &+*

("&:+0B*:'&1* &1"8"* /"+/$"* 2(4* &1"'0*,"(&+08@* A1"* )024>2&"* 8%1++$* #2'0* 2$8+* 2$$+:"4*

&',"* &+* $++B*2&* &1"* 8+,"*/0+)02,8*2*?'&* %$+8"0@* A1"*/+8&"0*/0"8"(&2&'+(*:28*2*)0"2&*

:2-* &+* 8""* 1+:* +&1"0* 8&>4"(&8* +0)2('="4* &1"'0* 0"8"20%1* #+0* &1'8@* A1"* %+(#"0"(%"*

/+'(&"4* +>&* B"-* /+'(&8* #+0*,"* &+* 0",",?"0* 2?+>&* /0"8"(&'()@* <* 82&* '(* +(* +("* /0"8"(&2&'+(* &12&*,24"*,"* %0'()"@* A1"*,+8&*

%+,,+(*:+04*:28*[>,,\*2(4*&1"*:1+$"* #$+:*:28*("3"0* 0"2$$-*"8&2?$'81"4C*81"*4'4*(+&*8"",*#2,'$'20*2&*2$$*:'&1*1"0*8>?E"%&*

,2&&"0@*A1"*0"3"08"*+#*&1'8*:28*%"0&2'($-*&0>"*2(4*&1+8"*&12&*%+>$4*4"3'2&"*+##*+#*&1"'0*8$'4"8*%"0&2'($-*1"$/"4*&+*4",+(8&02&"*&12&*

&1"-*B(":*:12&*&1"-*:"0"*&2$B'()*2?+>&@*<*&1'(B*&1"8"*:"0"*?+&1*',/+0&2(&*$"88+(8*$"20("4*'(*)+'()*2(4*$'8&"('()*&+*+&1"08@**

 

Alabama Shakespeare Festival 
Comedy of Errors 

Hoover Crescent  
Islamic Center McNair Research Conference 

Georgia State University 
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FFFAAACCCUUULLLTTTYYY   MMMEEENNNTTTOOORRR   SSSPPPOOOTTTLLLIIIGGGHHHTTTSSS   

Dr. Harold “Harry” Hamilton 
Z'B"*,2(-* 4+%&+02$* 8&>4"(&8;* <* 124* 2*,2E+0* /0+#"88+0* &12&* 124* 8>%1* 2* /0+#+>(4* '(#$>"(%"* +(*,-* "4>%2&'+(2$*

/1'$+8+/1-*&12&*<*8&'$$*&1'(B*2?+>&*1'8*'(8')1&8*]^*-"208*$2&"0@**W0@*D02(B*N4"(8*:28*&0>$-*2*)"(&$"*8+>$*&12&*>8"4*1'8*

A".28*#20,X?+-*8"(8'?'$'&-*&+*1"$/*,"*>(4"08&2(4*&1"*?')*/'%&>0"@*T"*&+$4*,"*&12&*+("*+#*&1"*,2'(*"(4"23+08*+#*

2*)++4*/0+#"88+0*:28*&+*?"*2*%1""0$"24"0@* *7&>4"(&8*124*&1"*2?'$'&-*&+*&1'(B*#+0*&1",8"$3"8;*&1"-*E>8&*(""4"4*

8+,"+("*&+*[%1""0\*&1",*+(*&+*8>%%"88@**6"3"0*123"*<*>8"4*&1'8*%+(%"/&*,+0"*&12(*:1"(*<*:28*,"(&+0'()*50@*

7&"3"(*T2$$,2(*28*2*5%62'0*7%1+$20@**7&"3"(*%2,"*&+*,"*:'&1*2*/288'+(*&+*$"20(;*2$$*<*124*&+*4+*:28*&"$$*1',*&+*

#+$$+:*1'8* /288'+(* &+* 2* 8&0>%&>0"4* %+(%$>8'+(* '(* 1'8* 0"8"20%1@*5-*,+8&* %+,,+(* &28B* '(*,-*,""&'()8*:'&1*50@*

T2$$,2(*:28*8',/$-*&+*$'8&"(*&+*1'8*/0+?$",8*2(4*"(%+>02)"*1',*&+*2//$-*&1"*8+$>&'+(*1"*124*2$0"24-*4"3"$+/"4*?-*1',8"$#C*<*[%1""0"4\*1',*

+(*&+*?"$'"3"*'(*1'8*+:(*'(8&'(%&8@**<&*:28*2$8+*2*8/"%'2$*&0"2&*&+*,""&*&1"*4'##"0"(&*8&>4"(&*8%1+$208*#0+,*2%0+88*%2,/>8*2(4*&+*?"*/20&*+#*&1"*

[%1""0'()\* )2$$"0-* #+0* &1"'0* #'("* :+0B@* *A1"* Q('3"08'&-* +#* 5+(&"32$$+_8* 5%62'0* 7%1+$208* 90+)02,* 0"/0"8"(&8* &1"* '4"2$* +#* (>0&>0'()*

>(4"0)024>2&"*"4>%2&'+(*2&*'&8*?"8&*2(4*'&*:28*2(*1+(+0*&+*?"*288+%'2&"4*:'&1*&1"*/0+)02,@  

Dr. Ruth Truss 
5-* "./"0'"(%"* :'&1* &1"* 5%62'0* 7%1+$208* 90+)02,* 8/2(8* 2?+>&* 8'.* -"208* 2(4* #'3"* 8%1+$208@* * H28"4* +(* &1"*

Q(4"0)024>2&"*!"8"20%1*90+)02,*232'$2?$"*&+*2$$*Q('3"08'&-*+#*5+(&"32$$+*8&>4"(&8;*&1"*5%62'0*90+)02,*2$$+:8*

#+0* &1"* "./2(8'+(* +#* &1"* 2%24",'%* 28/"%&8* +#* 0"8"20%1* 2(4* /0+3'4"8* 28* :"$$* +//+0&>('&'"8* &+* ?"%+,"* ?"&&"0*

2%U>2'(&"4*:'&1*(+&*+($-*-+>0*+:(*8%1+$20*?>&*2$8+*&1"*+&1"0*8%1+$208*'(*&1"*/0+)02,*&10+>)1*8+%'2$*)2&1"0'()8@**

A1"* 28/"%&8* +#* 8/"(4'()* +("X+(X+("* &',";* :+0B'()* &10+>)1* 2* 0"8"20%1* /0+?$",;* )>'4'()* ?+&1* 0"8"20%1* 2(4*

:0'&'()* ,2B"* /20&'%'/2&'+(* '(* &1"* 5%62'0* 90+)02,* 0":204'()* #+0* #2%>$&-@* * 7""'()* &1"* 8&>4"(&8* ,2&>0"*

8%1+$28&'%2$$-*2(4*123'()*&1"*2?'$'&-*&+*:+0B*:'&1*&1"*8&>4"(&*4>0'()*&1"*-"20X$+()*/0+)02,*$"24*&+*".%"$$"(&*%+(&2%&*2(4*>(4"08&2(4'()*:'&1*

&1"*8&>4"(&;*)"("02&'()*0"$2&'+(81'/8*&12&*0",2'(*$+()*2#&"0*)024>2&'+(*&2B"8*&1"*8&>4"(&*2:2-*#0+,*&1"*/1-8'%2$*%+(#'("8*+#*%2,/>8@**A1"*

/0+)02,;*'(*#2%&;*/0+3'4"8*&1"*&-/"*+#*"./"0'"(%"*&12&*+("*%+>$4*:'81*#+0*2$$*Q('3"08'&-*+#*5+(&"32$$+*8&>4"(&8@*

 

Dr. Susan Thompson 
<*123"*?""(*2*5%62'0*,"(&+0* #+0*2$,+8&*28*,2(-*-"208*28* <*123"*?""(*2&*5+(&"32$$+* XX*2$,+8&*8'(%"* &1"*

/0+)02,*?")2(*1"0"@**<*123"*&1+0+>)1$-*"(E+-"4*:+0B'()*:'&1*2*320'"&-*+#*8%1+$208@**N2%1*+("*128*2*8/"%'2$*

/$2%"*'(*,-*1"20&;*2(4*<*2,*8+*/0+>4*+#*&1",*#+0*&1"'0*2%%+,/$'81,"(&8@**7"3"02$*+#*,-*8%1+$208*123"*)+("*

+(*&+*)024>2&"*8%1++$;*2(4*&1'8* '8*"8/"%'2$$-*)02&'#-'()*&+*,"*28*2*&"2%1"0@*A1"*5%62'0*90+)02,*'8*+("*+#*

&1"*0"28+(8*<*"(E+-*&"2%1'()*2&*5+(&"32$$+@*<&K8*0"2$$-*:12&*5+(&"32$$+*'8*2$$*2?+>&*XX*/"08+(2$*2&&"(&'+(*&+*

'(4'3'4>2$* 8&>4"(&8;* 8120'()* 0"8"20%1* B(+:$"4)"*:'&1* 8&>4"(&8;* 2(4* /$2(&'()* &12&* 8""4* &12&* :'$$* #$+:"0*

:1"(*&1"-*/>08>"*)024>2&"*4")0""8*2(4*123"*0"8"20%1*2)"(428*+#*&1"'0*+:(@**A1"8"*8&>4"(&8*20"*"8/"%'2$$-*4"8"03'()@*A1"*5%62'0*90+)02,*

4+"8*2*#'08&X02&"*E+?*+#*8"$"%&'()*&1"*?"8&*8&>4"(&8*:1+*0"2$$-*(""4*&1'8*+//+0&>('&-@*

Dr. Jason Newell 
M8*2*(":*/0+#"88+0*2&*Q5;*<*:28*?+&1*8>0/0'8"4*2(4*1+(+0"4*:1"(*`"(('#"0*A023'8X7%+&&*28B"4*&12&*<*,"(&+0*1"0*

5%62'0*0"8"20%1*&1'8*8>,,"0@* <*:28*"2)"0*&+*:+0B*:'&1*8>%1*2*?0')1&*2(4*/$"282(&*8&>4"(&*:1+*124*2*3"8&"4*

'(&"0"8&* '(* $"20('()*,+0"* 2?+>&* 2* 0"8"20%1* 20"2* &12&* '8* ',/+0&2(&* &+*,"@* *`"(('#"0* 8/"(&* 1"0* 8>,,"0* 4+'()*

0"8"20%1*+(*3"&"02(8*:'&1*9A7W*2(4*&1"*3'%20'+>8*"##"%&8*+#*&1'8*'$$("88*+(*,20'&2$;*#2,'$'2$;*2(4*8+%'2$*8-8&",8@*<*

:28*,+8&* ',/0"88"4*:1"(* 81"* 28B"4* &+* )"&* 2(* "20$-* 8&20&* ?-* 0"24'()* ?++B8* 2(4* 20&'%$"8* 4>0'()* &1"* 8/0'()*

8","8&"0@*71"*,24"*8"3"02$*&0'/8*&+*,-*+##'%"*#+0*?++B8*2(4*20&'%$"8*%200-'()*&1",*20+>(4*%2,/>8*2(4*&2B'()*

%+/'+>8* (+&"8@* 71"* "3"(&>2$$-* &>0("4* 1"0* 1+>08* +#* 0"24'();* 2((+&2&'();* 2(4* (+&"X&2B'()* '(&+* 2(* ',/0"88'3"*

/2/"0;*:1'%1*:"*?+&1*#+>(4*3"0-*0":204'()@*A1"*/0+%"88*+#*%+(4>%&'()*0"8"20%1*'8*%>,?"08+,"*2(4*`"(('#"0*4'4*2*)++4*E+?*2&*&2B'()*2*#'08&*

8&"/*2&*>(4"08&2(4'()*1+:*',/+0&2(&*2(4*0":204'()*'&*%2(*?";*"8/"%'2$$-*:1"(*-+>*20"*&0>$-*'(&"0"8&"4*'(*&1"*/0+?$",*2(4*/+/>$2&'+(*-+>*

20"*8&>4-'()@*<(*,2(-*:2-8*&1'8*"./"0'"(%"*:28*)0+:&1*/0+,+&'()*#+0*?+&1*`"(('#"0*2(4*,-8"$#@*A1"*+//+0&>('&-*&+*,"(&+0*2*8&>4"(&*28*&1"-*

?")'(*&1"'0*E+>0("-*'(*?+&1*&1"*/02%&'%"*2(4*0"8"20%1*:+0$48*:28*,+8&*0":204'()*#+0*,"@*<&*'8*,-*1+/"*&12&*`"(('#"0_8*0"8"20%1*"./"0'"(%"*

:'$$*?"&&"0*/0"/20"*1"0*#+0*:12&"3"0*/2&1*81"*%1++8"8* '(*/02%&'%"*+0*%+(&'(>"4*"4>%2&'+(@* <*:+>$4* $+3"*&+*8""*`"(('#"0*)+*+(*&+*)024>2&"*

8%1++$* 2(4* 8/"%'2$'="* '(* &02>,2* :+0B* :'&1* 3"&"02(8_* 2(4* &1"'0* #2,'$'"8@* *A1"* #2,'$'"8* 2(4* )0"2&"0* 8+%'2$* 8-8&",8* +#* 3"&"02(8* 20"* +#&"(*

+3"0$++B"4;*8+*8+,"+("*:'&1*`"(('#"0_8*8B'$$8*%+>$4*&0>$-*,2B"*2*4'##"0"(%"*'(*&1'8*/+/>$2&'+(@*

**
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   •••   •••   •••   SSSUUUMMMMMMEEERRR   SSSNNNAAAPPPSSSHHHOOOTTTSSS   •••   •••   •••      
Left: Oriana Padron 

wins big at  

Dave & Buster’s! 

 

Right: Will Davis, 

Dasha Maye, & Dallas 

Hanbury on the General 

Jackson Showboat in 

Nashville, TN 

 

 

 

 

Left: McNair Scholars at 

Dave & Buster’s in 

Nashville, TN 

 

Right: Tiffany Westry 

and Naquela Webster at 

the Professional Etiquette 

Luncheon 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Dr. Carl Williams, 

University of Alabama 

Graduate Admissions, 

explains the graduate 

school process to the 

Scholars 

 

Right: Faculty Mentor 

Mixer – Luau Style! 

 

 

 

 

Left: McNair Scholars 

host the Upward Bound 

Bridge Students in a 

mentoring mixer 

 

Right: McNair Scholars 

breathe a sigh of relief 

after the summer research 

presentations! 

 

 

Left: Program 

Coordnator, Tonya 

Giddens and Director, 

Tracy Payne, enjoy the 

historic ghost tour in 

Nashville, TN 

 

Right: Taking a break 

from the University at 

Buffalo Conference to 

enjoy Niagara Falls 



 

 

 

MMMcccNNNAAAIIIRRR   SSSTTTAAAFFFFFF   
Director: Dr. Tracy Payne (bottom right) 

Program Coordinator: Ms. Tonya Giddens (bottom middle) 

Office Manager: Welcome Ms. Lynn Adkins (bottom left) 

Summer Graduate Assistant: Alumnus Ms. MeCherri Tarver 

(middle right) 

Summer Student Assistant: Laura Handley 

(top right) 

Happy Summer! 

MCNAIR CHALLENGER SUMMER 2009 

 

AAAuuuggguuusssttt   222000000999   GGGrrraaaddduuuaaatttiiiooonnn!!!   

Faculty Mentor Dr. Harold Hamilton with 

Steve Hallman, Business Administration 

Jessica Moseley, English 

McNair Scholar, Summer 2008 

Director Tracy Payne with Steve Hallman, 

Business Administration  

Congratulations McNair Scholars!!! 
Best wishes for a fabulous future!

Montevallo Master Will Davis &  
Student Trustee Candyce Osburn 

Tiffany Westry & Naquela Webster,  

Mass Communication 


